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JOURNALS OF THE SENATE. 


Monpay, November 5, 154% 


This being the day fixed by law for the meeting of the Legis 
lature of the State of Texas, the Senate met at the Capitol in the 
oe of Austin, Bh Seat of pov of said State, when the 
tollowing proceedings were had: 

Hon. Tota A. Greer, Lieutenant-Governor and ex-officio Presi- 
dent of the Senate, in the Chair. ° 

The Senate being called to order, Mr. N. C. Raymond was 
appointed Secretary pro tem, and Mr. Thos. Ward Sergeant-at- 
Arms pro tem. 

The roll of Senators being called by Districts, the following 
gentlemen presented their credentials, took the oath prescribed 
by the Coa and their seats: j 

From District No. 2, A. H. Latimer. 
È s « 3, Hardin Hart. 
4, A.G. Walker. 
: y “ 5, David Gage. 
6, J. F. Taylor. 
“ s © 7, A.M. Trait. 
e! " “« 8, J. H McRae. 
ss “ “ 9, JH. Moffett. 
tí “ “ 10, Isaac Parket 
ee a “ 11, Jphn B. Jones. 
« 12, I. W. Brashear. 
gi “ 13, Jesse Grimes, — 
u it * 14, J. B. Robertson, 
K i 15, Wilds K. Cooke. 
as u “ 17, David ¥. Portis. 
"i 7 “ 20, David C. Van Derhp. 
$ i “ 22, B. Rush Wallace. 
The roll of Senators being called. and a quorum being present 
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Mr. Parker moved that the Senate proceed to its organization 
by the election of a Secretary ; carried. 


Mr. Gage nominated Mr. William T. Cake. 


Mr. Grimes “ “ Charles Mason. 
Mr. Robertson “ “ Geo. W. Horton. 


Mr. McRae nominated Mr. Nat. C. Raymond. 
The ballot being taken, Mr. Cake received six votes; 
“ Mason “ four “ 
Horton “ two « 
“ Raymond “ “five « 
No one candidate having received a majority of the whole 


number of votes, the Senate proceeded to a second ballot. 
Mr. Horton’s name being withdrawn, when 


Mr. Cake received six votes ; 
“ Mason “ five “ 
“ Raymond“ six * 
No one candidate having received a majority of all the votes. 
the Senate proceeded to a third ballot: 
Mr. Cake received eight votes ; 
*« Mason ‘*“ five & 
“ Raymond“ four “ 
No one candidate having received a majority of the whole 
number of votes, the Senate proceeded to a fourth ballot, when 
Mr. Cake received seven votes ; 
“ Mason “ four & 
*¢ Raymond“ six és 
No one candidate having received a majority of the whole 
number of votes, the Senate proceeded to a fifth ballot, when 
Mr. Cake received seven votes ; 
& Mason “ two $ 
“ Raymond“ eight “ 
No one candidate having-received a majority of the whole 
number of votes, the Senate proceeded toa sixth ballot: 
Mr. Mason’s name being withdrawn, when 
Mr. Cake received eight votes ; 
“ Raymond“ nine = « 
Mr. Raymond having received a majority of the whole num- 
ber of votes, was declared duly and constitutionally elected Sec- 
etary of the Senate. 
The.Senate proceeded to its further organization, by the elec- 
tion of an Assistant Secretary : 
Mr. Wallace nominated Mr. James F. Johnson. 
Mr. Robertson  " “ Jesse G. Thomas. 
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The ballot being taken, Mr. Johnson received eleven votes ; 
& ‘Thomas i six i 

Mr. Johnson having received a majority of the whole number 
of votes, was declared duly and constitutionally elected Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Senate. 

The Senate then proceeded toits further organization, by the 

election of an Engrossing Clerk : 
Mr. Grimes nominated Mr. John Buchanan. 


Mr. Moffett ‘i “ John B. Hickey. 

Mr. McRae s & Dexter Watson. 

The ballot being taken, Mr. Buchanan received one vote. 
“ Hickey $ twelve votes. 
“ Watson “four votes 


Mr. Hickey having received a majority of the whole number 
of votes, was declared duly and constitutionally elected Engross- 
ing Clerk of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to its further organization by the election 
of an Enrolling Clerk: 

Mr. Robertson nominated Mr. James W. Johnson. 

There being no other nomination, and the baliot being taken, 
Mr. Johnson was declared duly, constitutionally and unanimous- 
ly elected Enrolling Clerk of ihe Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to its further organization, by the elec- 
tion of a Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr. McRae nominated Mr. Thos. Ward. 


Mr. Cooke gee & Gibson Maddox. 
Mr. Robertson “ « S. W. Pipkin. 
Mr. Moffett  “ OR. H. Flannigan. 


The ballot being taken, ‘Thos. Ward received three votes. 
Mr. Maddox “ nine “ 
“ Pipkin e five “ 

Mr. Maddox having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared duly and constitutionally elected Sergeant-at Arnis or 
the Senate. ; 

The Senate proceeded to its further organization by the elec- 
tion of a Door-iXeeper. 

Mr. Grimes nominated Mr. Joseph Mangum and Mr. Thomas 
Plasters. 

Mr. Portis nominated Mr. Geo. Allen. 

Mr. Walker “ “ Levi Pennington. 

Mr. McRae t “ C. ©. Browning. 

Mr. Taylor f “ M.B. Irwin. 

Mr. Robertson “ “ R. D. McAnelly. 
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The ballot being taken, Mr. Allen received two votes. 


“ Irwin « seven “ 
“ Mangum “ two “ 
£ Pennington“ one « 
“ Browning“ three “ 
“ McAnelly “ one “ 
“ Plasters “ one “ 


No one candidate having received a majority of the whole 
number of votes, the Senate proceeded to a second ballot, when 
Mr. Irwin received seven votes, 


«Allen “ one i 
“ Mangum “ two ‘i 
« Plasters “ three € 
“ Browning“ four “ 


No one candidate having received a majority of the whole 
isumber of votes, the Senate proceeded to a third ballot: 
Mr. McAnmnelly’s name being withdrawn, 
Mr. Irwin received seven voles. 
“Allen “ two s 
~ “« Mangum “ one ‘£ 
« Plasters “ three * 
“ Browning “ four = 
No one candidate having received a majority of the whole 
number of votes, the Senate proceeded to its fourth ballot, when 
Mr. Irwin received six votes. 


z “Allen u three “ 
“ Plasters *¢ three “ 
“ Browning “ four “ 


Mr. Pennington and Mr. Mangum being withdrawne 
Noone candidate having received a majority of the whole 
number of votes, the Senate proceeded to the fifth ballot, when 
Mr. Irwin received nine votes. 


«Allen e one “ 
“« Plasters “ three “ 
“* Browning “ four * 


Mr. Irwin having received a majority of the whole number of 
votes, was declared duly and constitutionally elected Door-Keep- 
er of the Senate. 

Mr. Parker moved that the officers elect come forward and take 
the oath of office. 

The Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Enrolling Clerk, Sergeant- 
at-Arms and Door-Keeper came forward and took the oath pre- 
scribed by the Constitution, the Engrossing Clerk refusing to be 
sworn. 
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On motion of Mr. Parker, a.committee was appointed to in- 
form the House of Representatives of the organization of the Se- 
nate, and their readiness to proceed to business. 

Messrs. Parker, Robertson and Truit were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Latimer moved that a committee be appointed by ‘the Se- 
nate to act in conjunction with alike committee on the part of 
the House of Representatives, to wait upon the Governor and in- 
form him of the organization of the Legislature, and their readi- 
ness to receive any communication he might be pleased to make 
to them. 

Messrs. Latimer, Grimes and Walker were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Robertson presented the petition of E. M. Pease, contest- 
ing the seat in the Senate of John B. Jones, with accompanying 
documents, which were, on motion of Mr. Parker, laid upon the 
table. 


On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock 
P. M. 


3 O'CLOCK, P. X. 

Senate met, roll called, quorum present. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to be entitled an act, 'to incorpo- 
rate the Austin College ; read first time. 

Mr. Parker offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, 'That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized to 
procure a copy of the rules of the Senate for the President and 
each member of the Senate ; adopted. 

A message was received from the House through a committee, 
announcing to the Senate that the House had organized, and 
were ready to proceed to business. 

The committee appointed by the Senate to inform the House 
of the organization of the Senate, reported that they had dis- 
charged that duty and asked leave to be discharged. 

A message was received from the House, announcing to the 
Senate that the House had elected the following officers : 

Mr. C. G. Keenan, Speaker. 

Mr. Ben. F. Hill, Chief Clerk. 

Mr. T. C. Woodhief, Assistant Clerk. 

Mr. R. C. Matthewson, Engrossing Clerk. 

Mr. A. G. Kimbell, Enrolling Clerk. 

Mr. F. H. Clark, Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr. 8S. L. Johnson, Door-Keeper. 

Also, that the Hause had appointed Messrs. Lott, Clements and 


8 


Crump of Austin, a committee on the part of the House, to act 
in conjunction with a like committee on the part of the Senate, 
to wait upon the Governor and inform him that both Houses of 
the Legislature were organized and ready to receive any commu- 
nication he might wish to make to them. ; 

Mr. Robertson offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the rules that governed the last session of the 
Senate, and the joint rules of the two Houses at the last session 
be adopted as the rules of the Senate this session; which was, on 
motion of Mr. Gage, laid on the table one day. 

The committee appointed on the part of the Senate to act in 
conjunction with alike committee on the part of the House to 
wait on the Governor and inform him of the organization of the 
two Houses, and their readiness to receive any communication he 
might wish to make to them, reported that they had performed 
that duty, and that the Governor would deliver a message to 
them on to-morrow at 3 o’clock. 

On motion of Mr. McRae, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock, to-morrow morring. es 


Trvrespay, 10 o’cLock a. mM, November 6, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names : 

Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Grimes, Gage, Hart, Jones, Latimer, 
Moffett, McRae, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van 
Derlip, Walker and Wallace ; quorum present. 

The journals of the preceding day were read and adopted. 

The following communication from Mr. J. B. Hickey was read: 

Austin, November 6, 1849. 
Hon. J. A. Greer, President of the Senate: 

Sir, Having maturely considered my position in reference to 
the qualification necessary on entering upon the discharge of the 
duties of Engrossing Clerk of the Senate, I have decided to de- 
cline taking the prescribed oath, and request that you will inform 
your honorable body of my determination, in order that they 
may elect another. At the same time, if it will not be amiss, be 
pleased to express to the Senate my thanks for the honor conferred 
upon me in my election. 

I have the honor to be, with high respect, = 
Your obedient servant, 


J. B, HICKEY. 
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Qo motion of My.:Gage, the Senate proceeded to the election 
of an Engrossing Clerk. 

Mr. Gage nominated Mr, William T. Cake. 

“ Grimes “ « John W. Moody. 
Messrs. Robertson and Portis were appointed tellers. 
The ballot being taken, Mr. Cake received thirteen votes. 
“ Moody “ four Á 

Mr. Cake having received a majority of all the votes, was de- 
clared duly and constitutionally elected fngrossing Clerk of the 
Senate, and came forward and took the oath of office. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the “act concerning crimes and punishments,” 
approved 20th March, 1848, be, and the same is referred to a se- 
lect committee of five, with directions to propose such amend- 
ments and additions to the same, as in their opinion the situation 
and circumstances of the country require; adopted. 

The Senate proceeded to the ` 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolution offered by Mr. Robertson on yesterday, relative 
to the adoption of the rules of the last Senate, was read. 

Mr. Portis moved to amend by inserting the words “on the 
part of the Senate ” after the word “adopted ;” carried. 

Mr. Jones moved to amend by striking out all that referred to 
the joint rules of both Houses; carried. 

The resolution as amended was adopted. 

A. bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Austin College ; 
read second time. s 
Mr. Grimes offered the following amendment to the 12th sec- 
tion : i 

“ Provided, also, Vhatif a trustee when present, should enter 
his protest in writing within one day, he shall not be liable, orif 
absent, should make known his dissent to the President in thirty 
days.” 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the billand amendment were re- 
ferred to the committee on Education. 

The President announced the following standing committees, 
to wit: ; 

Committee on the Judiciary :—Messrs. Phillips, Jones, Wal- 
lace, Portis and Van Derlip. 

Committee on Finance :—Messrs. Grimes, Latimer, Ward, 
Davis and McRae. 

Committee on Indian Affairs :—Messrs. Kinney, Gage, Bur- 
leson, Parker and Truit. 
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Committee on Public’ Lands :—Messrs. Latimer, Moffett, 
Walker, Grimes, and Kinney. 
Committee on Internal Improvements :—Messrs. Jones, Lati- 
_mer, Walker, Van Derlip and Brashear. 
Committee on County Boundaries :—Messrs. Gage, Cooke, 
Hart, Taylor and Davis. ~ 
Committee on Privileges and Elections :—Messrs. Gage, 
Wallace, Walker, Van Derlip and Robertson. , 
Committee on Claims and Accounts :—Messrs. Cooke, Burle- 
son, Phillips, Hart and Ward. 
Committee on Education :-—Messrs. Portis, Jones, Cooke, 
Phillips and Robertson. 
Committee on Eingrossed Bills :—Messrs. Moffett, Taylor 
and Parker. 


Committee on Enrolled Bills :—Messrs. Wallace, Ward and 
Van Derlip. 

Committee on Printing and Contingent Expenses :— Messrs. 
McRae, Gage and Davis. 

Committee on Private Land Claims :—Messrs. Robertson, 
Truit, Hart and Parker. 

Committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries :—Messrs. Tay- 
lor, Brashear and McRae. 

Committee on the Penitentiary :—-Messrs. Parker, Wallace, 
Burleson, Robertson and Grimes. 

The President announced to the Senate that he had received 
through the Post Office, documents purporting to be election re- 
turns for Senator of the 11th Senatorial District, which were, 

On motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections. 

The President also announced to the Senate that he had re- 
ceived through the same medium, four packages containing doc- 
uments relating to the contested election of Senator for the 11th 
Senatorial District, which were, on motion of Mr. Brashear, re- 
ferred to the committee on Privileges and Elections. 

On motion of Mr. Troit, the petition of Mr. Pease, which 
was read and laid on the table yesterday, was taken up and re- 
ferred to the same committee. 

Mr. McRae presented the petition of David S. Kaufman and 
Jane B. Kaufman, praying that the name of their son, Daniel 
Richardson Kaufman, be changed to Daniel Kaufman Richard- 
son; which, 

On motion of Mr. McRae, was referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. j 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned until half- 
past two o’clock, P. m, ` 
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HALF-PAST 2 d’cLock, P. M. 


Senate met, roll called, quorum present. 

A committee from the House of Representatives invited the 
Senate to meet the House in the Representative Hall at 3 o'clock, 
to-day, for the purpose of hearing the message of the Governor 
read. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That-the committee on Contingent Expenses be in- 
structed to make arrangements to pay the Post Master out of the 
Contingent fund, for the use of the Senate, the postage on any 
and all newspapers and public documents, on- which postage is 
required by law to be paid, which may be sent through the Post 
Office by the members of the Senate, during the present session ; 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate took recess for ten min- 
utes, 

The recess having expired, the Senate was called to order; 
quorum present, a 

Mr. Portis moved that a committee be appointed to inform the 
House of Representatives, that the Senate accept the invitation of 
the House to meet them at 3 o’clock, for the purpose of hearing 
the message of the Governor read ; carried. 

Messrs, Portis, Truit and Latimer were appointed said com- 
mittee, who retired and performed said duty. 

The Senate repaired to the House of Representatives; roll 
called and a quorum present. 

The Message of His Excellency the Governor was read, and 
is as follows : 


Eixecurive OFFICE, 
Austin, Nov. 6, 1849. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and 
House of Representatives : 

The time has arrived when it is rendered the duty of the Ex- 
ecutive of the State to present to your Honorable body such 
information, in relation to the state of the Government, and re- 
commend to their consideration such measures as he may deem 
expedient. I now proceed to discharge the obligation which the 
nature of that duty imposes. 

Since the adjournment of the last Legislature, the war, then 
existing with Mexico, has been prosecuted to an honorable and 
glorious termination, and I am happy in being able to congratu- 
late the State and Nation upon the circumstance that we are in 
the enjoyment of peace and a good*understanding with all the 
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rest of the world, and eminently prosperous in all the employ- 
ments of life at home. 

Our Government, no longer an experiment, is harmoniously 
performing its appointed functions, and every day furnishing the 
world accumulated evidences of its adaptibility to the improved 
social and moral condition of our race, demonstrating the long 
controverted truth, that a people are capable of being a Govern- 
ment. 

Within a year we have witnessed the quiet, peaceful and digni- 
fied transfer of power from one hand to another by the silent but 
potent agency of the law. But wheresoever else we cast our 
eyes over the broad surface of the world, every fundamental 
change of Government, every transter of power is wrought by 
the sword in the heat and frenzy of revolutionary tumult, where 
reason is unheard, justice disregarded, and the power of mind 
humbled before the power of arms. What abundant cause have 
we then to congratulate ourselves upon the blessings which we 
enjoy, and with what grateful sentiments should we cherish the 
memory of those great and goods men who achieved our liberty 
and framed tor us a Constitution, which confers greatness on the 
nation and secures enlightened freedom to its children. But 
chietly to Him, “whose goodness endureth forever,” under 
whose protection alone is safety, under whose favor alone is hap- 
piness, should we accord humble thanks and reverential grati- 
tude; and by meriting secure a continuance of that protection 
and the comfort of that favor. 

With as little de:ay as possible, after the adjournment of the 
fast Legislature, three gentlemen were appointed by me as Com- 
missiouers, to select a site whereon to erect a State Penitentiary 
under the provisions of an act approved March 14, 1848. They 
selected a site near the town of Huntsville, which was purchased 
by the State together with one hundred acres of timbered land 
conveniently situated. The Directors, contemplated by law, 
were theu appoiated, who, together with the Superintendant, 
submitted a plan of the building which was approved of by me, 
and is on file in the office of the Secretary of State, as required 
by law. The Superintendant at once prepared for the erection 
of the building upon the plan approved, and on the site selected. 
I herewith transmit the report of the Directors, shewing the pro- 
gress which has been made, the plan of the building, outlay, and 
estimates. 

In accordance with the provisions of an act, approved 20th 
March, 1848, “ to secure to the colonists of Fishers & Millers 
colony the lands to which they may be entitled,” I appointed a 
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Commissioner who immediately opened an.office for receiving 
applications and hearing proof.. A much smaller number than 
was anticipated availed themselves of the benefits of this law, 
certificates having been issued to only some fourteen hundred co- 
lonists. I would respectfully recommend to the Legislature to 
pass a similar law for the benefit of the settlers in the colonies of 
Mercer and Peters. 

These colonists, introduced into the country under the sanc- 
tion of law, and under the terms of a contract solemnized by the 
late Republic-of Texas, improvidently and illegally it may be, 
are, nevertheless, entitled to the land assured to them by the ordi- 
nance of September, 1845. ‘The condition in which they stand 
at present, in reference to their land titles, necessarily induces a 
sense of insecurity, above all things most calculated to depress 
the spirit of industry and enterprise, and it behoves the Legisla- 
ture, with as little delay as possible, to provide a proper mode of 
extending to them their titles. 

During the past summer the fact was communicated to me by 
representations and petitions, numerously and respectably signed 
by citizens residing at Corpus Christi and along the Rio Grande, 
that this section of the State was invaded by large bodies of hos- 
tile and predatory Indians.: - The forces of the United States, sta- 
tioned in the neighborhood, proved themselves wholly inadequate 
for the protection of our citizens. Under these circumstances, I 
felt it my duty to authorize to be raised, for the purpose of ex- 
tending to my suffering fellow-citizens the utmost protection in 
my power, two companies of mounted volunteers, which per- 
formed aterm ofduty. I recommend an appropriation of a sum 
sufficient to cover their pay and subsistence. This sum it will 
be the duty of the United States to refund, and it would, perhaps, 
be well to verify the necessity and propriety of the expenditure 
by a resolution calling on them to do so. _ 

In my first message to the Legislature, 1 alluded to efforts 
which were then being made to sustain a class of land claims 
known to be fraudulent. Suits had been instituted and were 
pending in the courts to enforce against the State the most stu- 
pendous scheme of fraud which was ever perpetrated, and ‘had 
they resulted adversely to the interest of the State, the conse- 
quence would have been hopeless bankruptcy. 

I congratulate the State in having escaped an evil of such dis- 
astrous magnitude. The Supreme Court of the State has in two 
cases decided agaiust their validity. And in this connexion I feel 
called upon to express to the Legislature how high a degree of 
satisfaction is felt by the Execctive of the State at the zeal, fidel- 
ity and ability with which the Attorney General discharged his 
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duty in these cases, as well as in others of great magnitude, in 
which the rights of the State were involved, and in all of which, 
where final decisions have been made, the results have been 

similar. ` 

The perpetrators of this fraud, however, resolved to exhaust 
every means and expend every effort to attain their ends, have 
appealed to the Supreme Court of the United States, where the 
cause is now pending for trial. In obedience to the requirement 
of an act, approved 20th March, 1848, I have contracted with 
and employed John W. Harris, Esq., to represent the interest of 
the State of Texas in that case, and in such others as may be now 
pending in that Court, for the sum of two thousand, dollars and 
his necessary expenses. 

In discharge of the duties imposed on him by law, Judge Baird 
repaired to Santa Fé to effect the organization of that county and 
the eleventh judicial district under the constitution and laws of 
this State. I regret that I am unable to express to the Legisla- 
tnre my satisfaction at the result of his efforts so far as they are 
ascertained. No full report has been received from Judge Baird 
of the precise nature and extent of the obstacles which interposed 
to prevent his success; but it isenough to know that the autho- 
ritles of the General Government, exercising military and eivil 
jurisdiction in Santa Fé, not only refused to support him in car- 
rying out the provisions of the act approved March 15, 1848, 
but assumed to be, and continued, and yet continue, to act as the 
only legitimate representatives and administrators of the law in 
that territory, and announced their determination to maintain 
their authority at all hazards. 

It remains for me then only to communicate the fact to your 
Honorable body that there can now exist no doubt that the Gene- 
ral Government declines to recognize the right of Texas to the 
territory in which Santa Fé is situated, but has assumed and 
maintains the attitude of an adverse claimant. Two several 
communications, upon this subject, were addressed by me to the 
Tate President of the United States, one dated on the 23d March, 
1848, covering the resolutions of the Legislature, approved March 
20, 1848, and requesting him, as directed by the 3d section of 
those resolutions, “to issue orders to the military officers station- 
ed in Santa Fé to aid the officers of Texas in organizing the 
county of Santa Fé and the eleventh judicial district of the State 
of Texas, and in enforcing the laws of this State, if it should be 
necessary to call upon said officers to put down any resistance to 
the laws of Texas.” The other dated Oet. 6, 1848, defining our 
claim: and presenting at some length the grounds upon which 
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thai claim was based. Copies of both these communications are 
herewith transmitted. 

To neither of these, however, was any response ever made; 
and although, as you will perceive, by the latter of these commu- 
nications, I urged upon the General Government the importance 
and necessity of some final and authoritative disposition of this 
question, yet that Government has neither defined its position, 
nor furnished this State with its views of the question, and it re- 
mains in precisely the same Condition in which it was when the 
last Legislature adjourned. 

A communication was also addressed to President Taylor, in 
June last, reiterating the request made in my first to his prede- 
cessor, accompanied with a request that an answer be made in 
order to enable me to lay before the Legislature of this State his 
determination upon the subject. To this no response has yet 
been made. Should the United States persist in her claim to 
this territory, the circumstance that it has the possession places 
it in a position of great advantage with reference to Texas, al- 
though that possession be the only essential ingredient of title 
which it possesses, and imposes upon you the necessity of adopt- 
ing energetic and efficient measures to protect the rights of your 
State and acquit herself of what is due to her dignity and honor. 

The bare denial of justice involved in an attempt to wrest 
from us this portion of our State is reproach enough ; to sneceed 
in that attempt would be a reproach still deeper; and for Texas 
passively to submit to such despoilment, would be the deepest 
reproach of all. 

Under these circumstances, it is for your Honorable body to 
consider and determine the course to be adopted by the State. It 
is folly to suppose that we can now legislate omselves into our 
rightful jur sdiction over this portion of our territory. An effort 
to do so has already signally failed. Itis aquestion with which 
there should be no temporizing, for the sooner the issue is made, 
the-sooner will the question be adjusted. 

E would therefore recommend that ample power be conferred 
on the Executive of the State, and ample means be placed at his 
disposal, and that it be expressly required of him to raise the 
proper issue and’ contest it, not by demonstrating im argument the 
justuess of our claim, nor by reference-to our statutes, but with 
the whole power and resources of the State. The result of any 
legislation short of this will be as barren and profitless as that 
which I regret it to be my duty te communicate. It might not 
be-unwise to despatch a commissioner to Washington city to ac- 
quaint the Federal Government with such determination as the 


State may adopt, to the end: that another and-fair opportunity be 
afforded it to render us justice. 


16 


As a consequence of the extension of our laws over the terri- 
tory north and west of our present settlements, the necessity will 
arise of facilitating the means of intercourse between the extreme 
points of our State. To accomplish this object, I would respect- 
fully suggest, the propriety of having surveyed and opened a good 
road from the capital of the Stateto SantaFe. Such aroad pur- 
Suing a practicable route in a generally N. W. direction, say from 
this point, might, in addition to its importance to the State, be 
made equally so to the General Government, were it to establish 
along this road a line of posts, and remove all the Indians to the 
east of it, and compel them to remain there; for by so doing, pro- 
tection would be given to the wholevalley of the Rio Grande, and 
ag a matter of course to the frontier of Mexico, which, by treaty, 
it is bound to protect against the Indians residing within its bor- 
ders. ‘This done and our present temporary line on the north re- 
moved and established, say one hundred and fifty miles above 
where it now is, an extensive tract of valuable land would be 
opened to settlemeut, and our frontier fully protected. 

This road, although it cannot be supposed that it would afford 
great facilities for the development of the resources of that part 
of our State, would, nevertheless, render them far greater than 
any which exist at present. 1would, therefore, recommend that 
the Legislature adopt such measures for the prosecution and at- 
tainment of this end as may be least embarrassing to the resources 
of the State; but at the same time the most certain to insure its 
accomplishment. 

The subject of our public debt is one of great importance, 
and in our situation so difficult as to forbid the hope that any ac- 
tion which may be taken upon the subject, will be satisfactory to 
all parties, unless the United States should purchase a portion of 
our domain. 

The time within which the holders of our public liabilities are 
required to present them, will not have expired until the second 
Monday of this month ; consequently the Auditor and Comptrolle 
will be unable to report fully until some time after that day. So 
soon as their report is made, I will lose no time in laying it be- 
fore you. 

Our only resource for the payment of this debt is our public 
domain: a wise and prudent disposition of which, however, at 
fair rates will not only relieve the State from debt, but make her 
one of the richest in the Union. It is for the Legislature to con- 
sider and determine the most judicious plan to be adopted to con- 
summMate without unreasonable sacrifice so desirable an object as 
the payment of our public debt. 

A large portion of our public domain lies remote from, and is 
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inconveniently situated, with reference to the present-settled and 
organized portion of our State, and in consequence is rendered of 
far less value and importance to the State than it is intrinsically 
worth. This territory would seem to be of great value and im- 
portance to the United States, viewed with reference to the pur- 
poses which it would serve that Government in there settling her 
Indians, and in acquiring a complete jurisdiction over all her In- 
dian relations now rendered so difficult and complicated by the 
fact that it has no jurisdiction over the soil. If, therefore, the 
United States Government should be disposed to purchase this 
territory for a fair consideration, I shonld conceive it to be the in- 
terest of the State so to dispose of it. And I would recommend 
that the Executive of the State be authorized to entertain any 
proposit on, in reference thereto, which the Federal Government 
may hink proper to make, within a reasonable time, and enter into 
sucht provisional arrangement as may be deemed advisable, sub- 
ject to the ratification of the Legislature of the State. In the 
event that no arrangement is made of this kind, it would be well 
for the Legislature to provide, with reference to its failure. 

The State has no disposition to evade the payment of her debt, 
and would sacrifice much rather than that history should record 
such a reproach against her. Nevertheless, it is not to be expect- 
ed, nor is it our duty to sacrifice too much tothisend. The only 
fund, to which reasonable men ever looked for the payment of 
this debt, was her public lands. To have expected twenty thou- 
sand tax-payers to discharge it from taxation on their industry 
and wealth was an absurdity too gross ever to have been enter- 
tained. 

It is conceived then that if Texas makes proper provision by 
which the holders of her debt can convert it into land at fair 
rates, the State will not have failed in furnishing to the world the 
highest evidence of her disposition to pay it. 

Should this mode of extinguishing our debt be adopted, it will 
be the duty of the State to see that the Indians now in the pos- 
session of a large portion of her public lands be removed far 
enough above the present temporary line to enable our creditors to 
avail themselves of our offer, for under present circumstances 
any attempt individually to appropriate this land would be at- 
tended with risk and danger far greater than any prudent man 
would willingly encounter. 

They, who are invited to accept our land, should be enabled to 
acquire it without risk and enjoy without danger. 

As subsidtary to the proposed mode of paying our debt, I would 


suggest that the Legislature request the Federal Government to 
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remove the present temporary line between our settlements and 
the Indians, and establish it at least one hundred and fifty miles 
above where it now runs, and in the event of its failure or re- 
fusai to do so in a reasonable time, to confer upon the Exceutive 
of the State the power, and provide the means to enable him to 
effect it. ‘This done, we could offer without a blush to our credi- 
tors an opportunity to convert their demands into laud at fair 
rates. I would then, in the event the United States does not offer 
to purchase, recommend that certiticates in quantities of six hun- 
dred and forty and three hundred aud twenty acres be issued to 
the hoiders of this debt who may Le willing to receive them at 
rates not nnder fiiy cenis per cre, to be fixed Ly the Legislature, 
the claims of those unwilling to this arrangement, To be paid here- 
after at the pleasure of the State. And it weuld be well to provide 
that the certhicates so issued, as well as ail other certifieatcs for 
Jana issued by tie State and the late Republic, should be sur- 
yeycd and patented, within some reasonable specifi d tme, i 
order that the State aight not be toa long bartheaed with the 
heavy expeuse incides ut to hecping open her land otier. 

An act was pa:.cd, on the 7th May, Isis, to authorize the 
Governor to procure and have set up, for the benet cf the seve- 
rat counties of the Save. a fall set or wei hts and measures, &e. 
The Chier Justices et several counties have writen to the Exe- 
cutive, asking to be provid with a copy of these for their 
counties, in accond wine WH tai iaw. In consequence, however, 
Of NO Appropriation havine Leen agade to enable the lLxecutive to 
carry tuis haw into cid ct, t has remained a dead letter ou our 
statute book. “Phe United Staivs Goverment forwarded to this 
State a full set of w dizhi aud measures, but w ben they were abcut 
being set up, in puren. we or my ditechion, at Gaiveston, they 
were found to be in an undt condition for use. I am advised, 
however. that with a suali oway they can be repaired. 

A joint resolution, jaoposivg an amendment to the coustitu- 
tion of the State of ‘Texas, approved March 14, 1548, was, aftes 
being duly published hil the public prints of the State, ‘at the 
last gencral election, submitted to the people as required by the 
constitution, and as will be seen by the report of tle Secretary 
of State, a very large majority of all the citizeus of the State, 
voting for representatives, voted in favor of the proposed amend- 
mant, 

I herewith transmit the several reports of the ey General, 
Secretary of State, Commissioner of the Genera] Laud Office 
and Adjutant General. ‘To the statements and suggestions con- 
tained in cach | invite the attention of the Legislature. 
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From the fact that the fiscal year expired on the 1st November, 
only afew days ago, it was impossible for the Comptroller of Pub- 
lic Accounts and the Treasurer to make their reports in time to 
accompany this communication. So soon as they are made, I 
will communicate thein to the Legislature with such views upou 
the subject of taxation as may have suggested themselves to my 
mind in witnessing the operation of the present system. 

I deem it of high importance that a more safe depository of the 
papers of the General Land Office should be provided than the 
present, so soon as the seat of Government is established ; and to 
that end recommend that an appropriation be made to erect a fire 
proof building for that purpose. ‘The present insecurity and ex- 
posure to de struction of these important records forcibly suggests 
the necessity of making arrangemenss at as early a period as pos- 
sible for their sate keeping. 

I wouid, also, recommend to the Legislature a division of the 
sunreme Court, so as to hold a session in the ast, m the Middic. 
and in the West. ‘The edministration of justice should net only 
be prompt, but the means to secure her aid should be accessible 
and convenient toall. ‘The present arrangement, in regard to the 
Supreme Court by whieh litigants are subjected to the expense 
and inconvenience of traveling, in some instances icur or five 
hundred miles to prosecute their rights in the Supreme Court, 1s 
unsatisfactory to the citizens of the State, and they lock to the 
Legislature and have a right to expect that the incon venicnce wil! 
Le remedied. 

In my first message [called the attention of the Legislature ta 
the fact that Congress had made an uppropri.tion-to build hight 
houses upon Galveston and Matagorda Islands, and to the neces- 
ay of passiug a law ceding jurisdiction to the General Govern- 

nent over such necessary ground as it might puichace for the 
pipes The Legislature hot Having atteuded to this matter, 
the work has, in consequence; been suspended. 

Tt will, also, be neccssary to pass an act extending the laws of 
‘Texas over the onc Lalf of the waters of Sabine Pass, Satine 
Lake and Sabine River up t the thirty-seeund degrec of North 
] vitude. 

Tt will become your duty, under the 29th section of the third 
- article of the constitution, to fix the number of Senators and Re- 
presentatives and apportion them among the several counties, ac- 
cording to the number of our free white population ascertained 
and reported, according to law. 

_ ‘The heirs of many of those unfortunate men who fell with 
Fannia and Ward and at the Alamo, have never received, the 
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head-right certificates to which by law they were entitled, owing 
to the tact, in some cases, that they were ignorant of their rights 
and in others to inability to make proof required by law. Ag 
the Jast session of the Legislature, an act was passed by which 
they were enabled to obtain their land on the certificates of the 
Adjutant General, that the persons, in right of whom the certi- 
ficate is claimed appeared trom the records of his cffice to have 
belonged to either of these commands. At the same session, 
however, the 11th section of an act to detect fraudulent land cer- 
tificates, &c., approved Feb. 4, 1841, was repealed; in conse- 
quence of which there exists no tribunal to which they can re- 
sort for the attainment of their rights. I would recommend that 
the Legislature provide a method by which such persons may 
secure their rights. . 

The quota of arms, which the State of Texas is entitled to re 
ceive, has been forwarded to Galveston by the U. 5. Government. 
There is no proper place provided by law for their safe keeping, 
and I would respectfully call the attention of the Legislature to 
the fact, and suggest that suitable provision be made. 

The constitution of our State enjoins upon the Legislature 
the duty of making suitable provision, as early as practicable, 
for the support and maintenance of free public schools. It also 
expressly sets apart aud reserves for this purpose, one-tenth of 
the annual revenue accruing from taxation, The amount of 
this fund in the Treasury on the first day of this month, was 
$25,503 82. It will require no labored discussion to impress up- 
on your minds the importance of education. The framers of our 

State Constitution wisely declared that a general diffusion of 
knowledge is essential to the preservation of the rights and liber- 
ties of the people. Notruthis more fully verified by all history. 
Nations, however powerful in numbers and physical resources, 
can never hope to achieve or perpetuate moral and political tree- 
dom where ignorance prevails. The vitality of republican forms 
of government especially, resides in the intelligence of the mass- 
es. An enlightened people will be neither the dupes nor the 
victims of corrupt political leaders. How immeasurably impor- 
tant, then, it is for us to give early attention to the mental and 
moral improvement of the generation growing up among us.— 
Let some just and feasible plan be adopted, to apply the means 
now in the Treasury of the State to this object, so as to produce 
the greatest good to the greatest number. ‘There is, it is true, not 
sufficient to establish and maintain a school in every neighbor- 
hood. It may, however, be so distributed, under careful and 
competent supervision, as to aid the efforts of individuals, and go 
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farin this way to encourage the canse of education If it be per- 
mitted to lie in the Treasury until it be sufficient to support pub- 
lic schools throughout the State, it will be useless tor many 
years. In the meantime, those who are now children will have 
grown up to be men and citizens, and many of them, perhaps, 
without being able to read the tickets which they place in the 
ballot-box. The consequences of such a result will not only be 
discreditable to those who at this day are the guardians of the 
public weal, but equally unfortunate iu their effects upon general 
society. Vice and crime, anda slavish subserviency to dictation, 
are the usual concomitants of ignorance. Let us arrest this state 
of things by timely action. Justice demands that the taxes paid 
by the present population of the State, for education, shouid be 
devoted to that object without unnecessary delay. T'o hoard 
them for the benefit of the next generation would be as manifest- 
ly unfair as it would, in my opinion, be unwise. ‘Ihe means at 
our disposal will do something for the cause of education, if ju- 
diciowsly applied. Let this be done at once, and there will be 
some security that the advantages thus conferred upon the pre- 
sent generation will yield abundant blessings upon the next. — 

I would recommend that the proper steps be taken to ascertain 
the -present situation, in respect to location aud survey, of the 
various grants of land teretofore made for purposes of cducation. 
It appears, from an examination of the acts of the Congress of 
the late Repnbiic, that the number of acres thus appropiiated out 
of the pu'il-e domain, is 1,731,318 ; of which, 1,399,248 are ge- 
neral, aud 332,100 acres special grants. J adhere to the opinion 
expiessed in my first message, that it would be judicious to dis- 
pose of these lands, and bring the proceeds into a general school 
fund. ‘The experience of other States justifies the belief that the 
>- system of leasing or renting them is not to bz preferred. In 
Texas many years must elapse, and one or two generalions pass 
away, before they would produce any thing to a‘d the cause fof 
edneation. IT would therefore suggest, that the ecns i uuon be so 
altered as to bring these lands into market under proper regula- 
tious; and that the money derived from their sule be invested in 
safe.and productive stock. The annual income from this source 
would probably be greater than the annnal increase in the value 
of the lands; and some of the advantages of this rich inheri 
tance secured to them by the labors and valor of their fathers, be 
enjoyed{l y their children. f 

I deeply ‘regret that | am unable to communicate any abate- 
ment of the efforts of the abolitionsts at the North to agitate the 
question of slavery. Ht is respectfully conceived, that there has 
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been already too much said upon this subject—one not‘admit- 
ted by the South to be debateable,—for we cannot view it as a 
question involving merely the continuauce or abolition of slavery. 
'Pheir interference involves other and tar more serious conse- 
quences; for its tendency is to foment and encourage servile in- 
enrrection—the conflagration of our homes—the murder of our 
wives and children. Violent and inflammatory resolutions up- 
a the subject have only the effect of exacerbating the feelings 
of onr opponents already so intensely malignant, ‘and to accele- 
rate acrisis which every lover of his country shouid desire to 
avert. The danger which threatens the South is a common one, 
and it behoves them to make common cause against it; and 
when the emergency arrives, she has true sons enough whom 
temptation cannot seduce nor danger appal, to protect alike her 
richts and the Union, A formidable party, too, in the Congress 
of the United States. speeder t| endeavoring, on every occa- 
sion that is presented, to apply the principles of the Wilmot Pro- 
viso to all the territory acquired trom Mexico. Were they to 
succeed, the ciivet would be t exclude the South from a fur par- 
tie. pation in the fruits of a conquest achieved chiefly by the valor 
of hersons. {n reference to this territory, we ask nothing which 
is not secured to us by ie enarauties of the Constitution. Under 
them there is buf one American citizenship, and that forbids the 
idea of any rest nt upon his personal movemeuts within the li- 
mits of the nation. It involves an ubiquity of priviluges—the 
freedom of commercial intercourse and the right to carry his per- 
‘son, his opinions, and his property, to all the possessions of the 
Union; and if these rights be not sacred, our constilution is but 
little better than a parchment. 


GEO. T. WOOD. 
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Governor Wood to President Polk. 
Executive DEPARTMENT, Austin, March 23, 1848. 
To his Heeellency James K. Porx, 
President of the United States : 


Sir,-—-The Legislature of the State of Texas, at its session just 
closed, passed laws to organize into a county the territory of 
“anta Fé, and to establish therein a Judicial District ; and as ru- 
mors have reached this State of an attempt to establish there a 
separate government, it is apprehended that Impediments may be 
iurown in the way of the contemplated oiganization. In view 
of such a contingency, the Legislature of Texas made it the duty 
of the Executive, by the enclosed Joint Resolution, to request 
your Eixceilency to issue orders to the military cfficers stationed 
in Santa Fé to aid the ollicers of Texas in organizing the county 
of Santa Fé, and the Eleventh Judicial District of the State of 
‘Texas, and in enforcing the laws of this State, if it should be ne- 
cessary to call upon said oilicers of the United States to put down 
any resistance to the laws of Texas. 

L have the honor, therefore, to request that your Excellency 
wili issue to the military officers of the United States stationed 
in Santa Fé, orders conformable to the views of the enclosed 
Joint Resolution, and to the end that the State of Texas may, in 
no wise, be embarrassed in the exercise of her rightful jmiisdies 
tion over that territory. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, 
Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 
GEO. T. WOOD. 
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Governor Wood to President Polk. 
Executive Orrice, Austin, Oct. Gth, 1648. 


To his Excellency, James K. Poix, 
President of the United States: 

Sir,--The pecple of Texas have observed with much surprise 
the manifestation of a disposition on the part of some ef the pub- 
lie men of the Union, to deprive them of a-large and valuable 
portion of their territory, by prescribing for this State new and 
hitherto unrecognized boundaries ; and their mortification is even 
greater than their surprise, at tle disregard of right and the vio- 
lation of faith involved in this attempt. 

That a certain boundary was determined upon and clearly de- 
fined and preseribed as such by the legitimate authority in Texas, 
is admitted on all hands; and that this same Loundary was re- 
cognized by the Federal Government by the most solemn acts, 
and on more than one occasion, is capable of recorded-proof. 

From the very dawn of onr revolution, equally amidst the dis- 
asters and triumphs of our arms in its progress, the Rio Grande, 
from its source to its mouth, was insisted on as our western boun- 
dary; and in the darkest hour of that uneqnal struggle, a spirit 
so craven was not to be fonnd in our ranks, who wonld have 
been satisfied with less. So universal and radieal was this senti- 
ment, that to have receded from this boundary, would have been 
regarded as scarcely less inglorious than to have compromised 
the very principies of the revolution itself. 

To have obtained peace and independence with such a bound. 
ary as that which is songht in some quarters to be foisted upon 
them, would have béen regaided at any period of their separate 
existence, as a Victory without honor, and a triumph without 
glory. 

At the first session of our Congress, “an act defining the 
boundary of Texas” was passed, declaring our boundary as com- 
mencing in the Gulf of Mexico three leagues from land, to the 
mouth of the Rio Graude, thence up the principal stream of said 
river to its source, thence due north to the 42d degree of north 
latitude. 

This then was our only boundary—onr rightful, because our 
lawful one, and continued so without modification or abatement 
up to the period of the adoption of the annexation resolutions 
and the constitution of the State ; and then, if affected at all, only 
to be reassured by the first, and reasserted by the latter. The 
laws anf. institutions ofa nation constitute her political identity 
as well as her political existence. ‘They and those who repre- 
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sent them, are the only true exponents of her rights and preten- 
sions. 

By these the Government of the United States were apprised 
of our boundary, and only through these could they acquire any 
knowledge on the subject at all; and thus advised, that Govern- 
ment, in 1837, acknowledged onr independence ; and so far as it 
was concerned, became, thereby, forever excluded from setting up 
any thing in opposition to it. 

By the resolutions of annexation it is provided that “ the terri- 
tory properly included within and rightfully belonging to the 
Republic of Texas, might be erected into a new State, to be call- 
ed the State of Texas.” A condition was coupled with these 
that “the Government of the United States should have the right 
to adjnst ali questions of boundary that might arise with other 
Governments.” We might justly insist that this condition should 
be construed strictly ; for that such is the rule no one will deny. 
Still, give it the greatest possiole effect, and we are yet unable to 
bring ‘the adjustment of the question of boundary between ‘Texas 
and the General Government, in this instance, within its scope, 
for the reason, that so far as ‘this boundary is concerned, there 
can arise no conflict at all. 

The object and purpose of this reservation in the resolutions, 
cannot be misconceived. It was asked on the one hand and 
yielded on the other, in order that the Government of the United 
States might not have to approach the settlement of her actual or 
prospective difficulties with Mexico, clothed with only a qualified 
and imperfect power of adjustment. In a spirit of confidence 
which she hopes never to have occasion to rezret, Texas consti- 
tuted the Federal Government her agent and trustee in the ad- 
justment of her bonudary. And had that Government, induced 
by any of those high considerations of justice or national policy, 
in exercising that trust, deemed it proper to yield a portion of the 
territory claimed by Texas, remote from her settlements, and 
making fair compensation therefor,as she would have been bound 
to do, not an expression of dissatisfaction would have been heard 
from her. ‘This was a liberal and humane offering which she 
was prepared to make on the altar of peace. Construe this con- 
dition in any other wise, and suppose the power of adjusting our 
boundary to be a general one, Texas occupies a strange and 
anomalous position in the Union, unlike that of every other 
State. Instead of being a co-equai with them, she is made a mere 
appanage ; dependent for her very existence upon the capricious 
favors of power. 

Standing then in the relation of an agent or trustee towards 
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‘Texas, the General Government in any treaty or negotiation in 
regard to boundary, could not aeqnire a right to territory within 
limits even claimed by her, much less where that claim had been 
ackpowledged on their part. To permut this to be done, would 
be a subversion of the settled principles of law and equity in such 

case. Lor it would be to allew the agent to contract against the 
tights of his principal, the truste. against those of his cestui que 
érust, the guardian agaiust those of his ward, and to divert their 
acquisitions in these Capacities to their own use. 

If this position be true, then there cannot exist a shadow of 
doubt that by the late treaty of peace with Mexico. the right of 
‘Lexa. to the line set up in her laws and re-asserted in her consti- 
ation, became absolute and perfect. 

Independent of the effect upon this question of the recognition 
by the United States Government of the Independence of Texas 
in is37. that Government has, as I will proceed to show, by fair 
deductions from some acts aud Ly the direct force of others, re- 
eogmized the ciaim of ‘Texas as set up by her laws. 

‘Lhe resolutions of annexation prov ide, coutingently, for the 
division of T exa» Ito five States of convenicnt size; a provision 
evid sty made wit. reference to our asserted boundary, for it 
would nave tuvolved an absurdity to have made it with refereuce 
to that withia which the attempt is being made to restrict us, em- 
piecing as it does searcely territory enough for one instead of five 
States cr convenient size. 

rary absurd and nugatory is another epndition of these re- 
solutions, providing that in the State or States formed out of our 
territory North of 36 deg. 30 min.. slavery or involuntary servi- 
tude shall be prohibited, had it not been made with a like refer- 
ence to boundary reco2nized as established above that line. T'o 
suppose otherwise isto adopt the unreasonable presumption, that 
the parties, contracting through these resolutions, made a subject 
of arrangement, territory in which neither the oue nor the other. 
had any right, and to convict the Congress of the United States 
of doing and the people of Texas of assenting to an inept, a vain, 
and a useless thing. 

Again, the Congress of the United States, with rare unanimity 
and without reference to party, declared, on the 13th day of May, 
15 16, that war had been commenced by theact of Mexico. The 
act upon which this declaration was founded, and by which it 
could only be sustained, consisted in the attacking ourarmy with- 
in the territory of the United States, and the dectaration could 
only be made true by the assumption that the Rio Grande was 
the boundary of Texas, and the territory East of it a portion of 
the United States. 
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Aud I am certain, that the Government of the United States 
will never permit the reproach to be recorded in history against 
her, that she charged Mexico as an aggressor, and visited upon 
her with the sword the fearfu! consequences of an invasion of 
her soil, and afte: wards when needing no such pretext and seek- 
ing a different end, she sought to repudiate the very title by which 
the truth of her declaration and her justification before the world 
could be established; and finaily the Cenegress af the United 
States, an the 29th day of December, 1545, ‘and by which the 
act of annexation became final, accepted aud ratificd our State 
constitution by which “ail laws and pans of laws now In force 
m the Republic of Texas, which are not repugnant to the Con- 
stitution of the United States, the Jomt Resolutions for ennexing 
Texas to tho United States, or to the provisicnus of this cor stitt- 
tion, shail continne and remain in ferce as the laws of this State. 
until they expire by their own limitation, or shall Le altered or 
repealed by the Lezisiature thereof? "This act of ueceptance 
and ratification cannot amount to less than than that the Congress 
of the Unit d States recognize In its provisions nothing against 
the constitntion of the United States —nothing in the shape or 
pretensions which that body was not williug to admit and endorse, 

I have thu> presented, as T conecive fairly, the tine Guestions 
involved in this matter, and earacstly sclieit the ¢ tention of your 
Excellency to them.and to the necessity.at an early day.ct Gispos 
ing of this vexed question, in some authoritative end Enal man- 
ner. 

This question of boundary, thouzh seemingly one of interest. 
is nevertheless to Texas a~matter of honor. sneumbered with 
a large national debt, contracted in the course of her revolution, 
she has to look to her public domain as her only resource for its 
payment, and the acqnittance of her obligations to those who ge- 
nerously aided her in her struggle. This consideration will ren- 
der the acquiescence of Texas in any measnre to obtain from 
her any portion of her territory below 42 deg. or east of the Rio 
Grande, withont ample compensation, and on | other conditions by 
het to be imposed. utterly unattainable, and Tam not authorized 
to say that it could be even obtained for that. 

The last Legislature of the State passed an act to create and 
organize the county of Santa Fé; and to ensure the cbject cou- 
templated, the Executive of this State was instructed to request 
the Presidont of the United States to issue orders to the mi itary 
officers stationed in Santa Fe to aid the officers in organizing the 
county of Santa Fe and the 11th judicial district of the State of 
Texas, and in enforcing the laws of the State; “and if neees- 
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sary to call upon said officers to pnt down resistance to the laws 
of ‘fexas,” which was transmitted to you on the 23d March, 1848. 

In pursnance of law, Hon. Spruce M. Baird was appointed 
Judge, and James W. Webb, Esq. chosen District Attorney for 
the Eleventh Judicial District, that being the county of Santa 
Fe. These gentlemen are now on their way to enter upon the 
discharge of their duties. 'To the former is confided by the law, 
creating the county of Santa Fe, the duty of its proper organiza- 
tion. And I embrace the present opportunity to repeat the re- 
quest already made that you will instruct the United States of- 
ficers in Santa Fe to extend every lawful aid to Judge Baird, 
which he may have oceasion to require, in furtherance of the or- 
ganization with which he is charged. 

And, sir, T cannot close this communication withont rendering 
to you the thanks of the people of Texas for the zeal which you 
have manifested, on ail proper occasions, for our interests, and 
especia'ly for the favorable sentiments which you have thought 
proper to express in your message to the Congress of the U nited 
Stites at its late session. 

{ have the honor to be, with high consideration, your Excel- 
lency’s obedient humble servant. 

GEO. T. WOOD. 


Governor Wood to President Taylor. 
PoLk County, Texas, June 30, 1849. 
Ilis EXcCELLENCY, Z. TAYLOR, 
President of the United States : 

Str,—At the last session of our Legislature, laws were passed 
organizing the county of Santa Fé, and establishing a judicial 
district including the same, and Spruce M. Baird, Esquire, was 
elected Judge, and directed to proceed to the organization of the 
County of Santa Fé, under the laws ef the State. Subsequently 
to Jude Baird's rei ching Santa F'é, he informed the Executive 
that opposition had been offered him by the military government 
which at that time, seemed to be in force there by order of the 
United States, which tended to binder sneh organization. This 
military government was established by order of the President of 
the United States in 1847; and was objected to by the authorities 
of Texas. The latter was informed by the Secretary of State of 
the United States, that this organization was temporary in its 
character—only intended to facilitate the United States in pros- 
ecuting the war against Mexico, and should be dissolved at the 
conclusion of peace between the two powers. 

This opposition to the authorities of Texas was certainly un. 
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looked for, as it could never have been expected that the Federal 
Government would lay claim or assert title to that soil which 
her authorities have,on more than one occasion, solemnly ac- 
knowledged and declared to the world to be within the limits of 
‘Texas. 

The Executive of Texas addressed a communication to Pres- 
ident Polk, under date at 6th October last, soliciting such aid for 
Judge Baird, in enforcing the laws of Texas over Santa Fe, as 
he might need, by the United States’ forces stationed in that 
quarter—to which communication I respectfully beg leave to re- 
fer your Excellency. The Executive has to regret “that no reply 
has yet been received to the communication referred to. 

This is a a subject of the first magnitude to Texas, as she is 
bound by every moral and legitimate obligation at once to bring 
her vacant lands into market, that they may be made availableto 
the holders of her public liabilities. 

I would beg leave most respectfully to request of your Excel- 
leney, which I now most solemnly do, to offer such facilities to 
the State authorities in Santa F'e, as may seem to be consistent 
with the obligations of the Federal Government and the rights 
of Texas. The Executive deems it unnecessary at this time, to 
rediscuss the question of boundary and the right of Texas to the 
soil as claimed by her laws, and acknowledged by the United 
States. No people would regret more than the people of Texas, 
a misinterpretation of her rights, in relation to boundary, by the 
Federal Government, nor can her citizens realize for a moment, 
that aclaim by the Federal Government to any portion of her 
territory can beseriously urged: Since to yield toa severance 
of any portion of her soil, would be as humiliating to ‘Texas as 

it-would be unjust on the part of the United States. 

An early reply to this communication will enable the Execu- 
tive to lay before the Legislature, which will convene in Nov- 
ember next, the views of the General Government relative to the 
subject matter referred to, and add additional energy to the al- 
ready undiminished confidence felt and cherished by the people 
of Texas in the justice of the Federal Government 

With sentiments of distinguished consideration, 
fam your obedient servant, 


GEO. T. WOOD. 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


DEPARTMENT oF STATE, 
Austin, November 1, 1849. 
SIR i— I havethe honor to submit to your Excellency the ac- 
cwnpanying exhibits : 
1. Or the census e Ne several counties fur the year 1848 : 


Tew tet ap the State a : 

2. Oa the amount of ices collected by this De Parine! frem the 
ath March. a the date of the passae of the law authorizing 
tho same to be chia mate up to the present INC; an d 

AL OI the several appoinis nerts to (fice ade by your Excel- 
i ucy daring the receso efthe Legisifture. which way require 
Hae ited of the Senate 

Ewi be seen, that ne wither theauins of the ccusus nor of 
the Vole un the prope ed amendhicut of the constitution, are 
Comper. =a fow counties Lavit g iNied tosend them in. 

As the tian enous Gbiny office \wie ceniiued to m. -ute Ge- 
Cais, Bavio pat de relation to sulfccts of coperal state peliey, 
howl toi te exreeted tuat PsLouid/do mere. aii tie report, than 
bavate your Tiree leuey’s atenton flo those pear ts immediately 
LPE o T Pae penonaane Gfiey Guies and which seen to 


utora gislafuie. 
D. D ilu chaise of this Department. 


tht aut iinet ve ae insness di ne Das been neecssarhy jaie, Much 
oritLas gtowa outef the general aud special elections heid 
dain this and the last yoer. for county lice is. electors of Pres- 
Plent acd Viec President, G. vernor and Lieutenaut Governor. 
Couns -doucr of the General Laud effiee, members of the Legis- 
ature avd eae. and oa the proposcd amendinent of the 
constitution. F am alie to say, however. that the multifarions 
date» devolved upon me have teen all fally periorme ed; ard 
tnat the business of the olfice is complete up to the present date. 

No appropitition Was made Ly the last Legislatrre, to meet the 
expense of gee the census of 1845, for the compensation of 
the electors of President and Vice-President, or for the publica- 
tno of the ‘ait resolution proposing an amehdment of the con- 
sttation, and repuired be law to be published in the public prints 
of the Siate. 

Ishould remark, also, that the amount appropriated to defray 
the contingent expeuses ofthis office, has, under the strictest eco- 
nomy Leen found to he wholty inadequate, The postage, alone, 
upon the multitude of commissions required to be sent out, and 
upon the numerous bulky returns made to the office, as well as 
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upon the large correspondence necessary to be kept up. with 
Chief Justices of ccunties, has absorbed the greater part of the 
sum appropriated. In addition fo this, the arrearages of the De- 
partinent for 1846 and 1847 have been paid, leaving but little to 
be applied to the pnichase of the necessary stationery and blanks, 
and to the publication of the proclamations of the Executive 

Estimates of the amount required to discharge the habilities or 
the Deparıment contracted in the performance ‘of dutirs enjoined 
by law, will be submitted in dne umos with the hope that the 
Legisiature will, atan early doy, make adeyrate provision ‘for 
their payment. 

The list voli ne of the decisions cf onr Ue Court bss 
been published and the uniaber of copies subseribed for by the 
State, ua ler the provisions of the act of the INth Fe.. "ary, ISIS. 
have bean received. A copy bas been distributed to each of thes 
Judges of thes ipre ne and District Couris. Distri t Attorney? 
and Govervors of (ae States aud Peritorie . Et wil befor the 
Legislature to say what disportion shall be made et those ie 
inaining on haud. 

Fregueat application nas been made fo me bv z SAILCSTS ol 
counties recently organized. for complete sets ol tut SUES 
the late Republic. It has been fonad i Impossible toaarajisa they 
ay a portion of the copies have heen enthely esbuut od da the 
event that a digest of the laws is net speedily pubushed, th 
cause of puldie yestice would scem to demand thet a sufliciel, 
miniier ol copies cf the gencral acts of the seventh. cigth ard 
ninth Congresses, and cf the extia session of the sath, sheuid 
be ro-piiuted, 

same suitate provision for the repair and better preservation 
of the Looks, maps, &c., belonging to the state hi cary. shonid Le 
made. Many of them are rare aud valuable, aud contd notie 
easily replaced if permitted to co to destruction, ‘Phis must he 
the result, however, unless the proper steps be t.hen at an cary 
day to prevent it. 

F would suggest the propriciy cf a law, requins the Secreta- 
ry of State to turn overall judicial reports received in exchange 
from ie other States, to the clerk, for the more cenvement use 
of the Supreme Court, taking the proper receipts tuerce for. 

The building now occupied by the State Department is pocriy 
adapted to the proper protection of the contents of the office. ft 
is connected on two sides with the residences of feroiles, and is 
constantly exposed to conflagration, In such an event, but a 
small part of the archives containing, as they do, papers of great 
interest and value to the pcople of the State, could probably be 


(U 
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saved. I would, therefore, particularly recommend that the Le- 
gislature authorise the Secretary of State to select some one of 
the other public buildings; and that the same be reserved for 
the use of his office. It ‘should, by all means, be removed from 
its present locality. 

The time has fully arrived when, if ever, the Legislature 
should make provision for collecting, ‘arranging , and preserving, 
in some durable and accessible form, all the public data now to 
be obtained, relating to the history of Texas from i's first settle- 
ment to the period “of its admission as a State of the Union.— 
Doubtless many valuable historical materials have been already 
lost, and they are constantly perishing. Some effort should be 
made to secure those that remain, froma like fate. Many of the 
other States have, within the last few years, employed competent 
men to collect their early historical records from their obscure de- 
positories in this aid foreign countries; and much regret has 
been expressed, that they did not sooner undertake a task of so 
much interest and importance. Justice to the memory of the 
pioneers and patriots of Texas who have passed from life, as well 
as a proper regard for the wishes of the present and future gene- 
rations, requires that this State shonld now undertake the per- 
formance of a similar commendable work. It would probably 
take some two or three years of arduous labor to execute the duty 
properly, in all its details. ‘The expenses of translations, trans- 
criptions, traveling, postage, printing, stationery, and pay of the 
person employed, would necessarily be about two thousand dol. 
lars a year. It is believed that this sum could not be applied in 
any way to give more Satisfaction to the people of the State. 

I would also respectfully recommend that some suitable provi- 
sion be made for bringing home the archives of the foreign lega- 
tions and consulates of the late Republic of Texas. Those of 
the legation to the United States still remain at Washington.— 
The consular records at New Orleans and New York contain, as 
I am informed, evidence of transfers of property between indivi- 
duals, which may become of great importance to the parties inte- 
rested, in the event of the loss of the originals. To make them 
available for authentication, they should be placed in possession 
of the State Department. i 

lhave the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. D. MILLER, 
Secretary of State. 
His Excellency, Governor Woop. 
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EXHIBIT 
Of the Census of the State for the year 1848. 
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Counties, | & | 22/22/22) 2 E 

>` I & 133 ieee ss) 2 |. |g 

a leb jaga EF] 2) 8 ig 

J REEE a as = z = 

A 1s |e 2 E 2 18 
‘Anderson, 425) 539 A7 BB] 951! 336: 
Angelina, 132 204, 119 32% 334, 164! 
Austin, į 351; 4:40) 391! 91|- 699| 1,314 
Bastrop, 389! 42i) 379! 59 684| 6350; 
Bexar, 699) 836: 1,139, 131 1,630! 224 
Bowie, 299] 325) 269! 63; 508) 1,224 
Brazoria, 376, 451) 537 129) 685) 3,219, 
Brazos, 85' 108 65: 20; 160; = 113) 
Burleson, 229; 277) 211, 60; 448) 347 
Caldwell, 1261 172| 129, 7 235) 124 
Calhoun, 143! 19! 203 35: 290 U7 
Cameron, | | | | 
Cass, 573) 833; 544 14d, 1143) 1,386 
Cherokee, 836 1,051) 786 167] 1,558! 931) 
Collin, 233| 281| 236 42) 447 80 
Colorado, 260) 356) 311] 65, 529| 574) 
Comal, 163, 331, 389 76;  6l4 55, 
Cooke, 19 23 16; 4 51 | 
Dallas, 495) 585] 436 100) 987]. 178) 
Denton, 229| 299) 235, 24 444 10 
De Wi}, 207, 205; 194) 25| 373| 369 
Fannin, 630) 845 627 126| 1,493) 395, 
Fay='te, 4671 634 501} 113} 924] 666, 
Fort Bend, 213} 187) 191) 36) 327) 1,171] 
Galveston, 751 832| 1,137 115; 1,595; 631 
Gillespie, 231) 233) 249, 45) 434) | 
Goliad, 124 «63, 93 26 157 BA; 
Gonzales, 231, 253} 25% 40; 406; 461} 
Grayson, 75} 367] 267 5A 57 14r 
Grimes, 426) 506 417) 100) 835| 1,294 
Guadalupe, 29) 189) 185: 50) _ 341| 253l 
Harris, 945| 1,392} 1,779} 364| 2,806) 1,008: 
Harrison, 602 801| 660, 149) 1,303) 3,455; 
Hays, 52 64 53, 3 70. 83 
Henderson, 214, 276} 203 47 476 95 
Hopkins, 417, 607} 390 80! 962 110 
Tlouston, 351; 319) 392 754 722 500) 
Hunt, 240) 34) 229 45, 579, 19 
Jackson, 123 113) 102 35, 207 25 
Jasper, 198! 238| 179 43) 443% 34r 
Jefferson, 314| 365) 281} 76 547 184 
Kaufman, 204 249 173 49 420 57; 
Lamar, 649} 1,112] 709! 169] 1,715) 886 
La Vaca, 157' 268! 148) 27 371 327 
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TOTAL WHITE POPU- 
LATION, 


COLORED POPULA- 


TOTAL WHITE AND 
VION. 


Counties. 


Leon, 
Liberty, 
Limestone, 
Matagorda, 
Medin’, 
Milam, 
Montgomery, 
Nacogdoche., 
Navarro, 
Newton, 
Nueces, 
Panola, 
Polk, 
Red River, 
Refugio, 
Ruberteon, 
Rasik. | 
Sabire, 
San Angst: ie 
San Patricia, 
“Santa Fe, 
Shelby, 
Smith, 
Starr, 
Titus 
Pravis 
Tyler 
Upshn.. 
Van Zand, ! 
Viet sis, 
Waher, 
Wahnington, 
Webb, 
‘Williamson, 
Wharton, | 
‘ 
t 


25,393) 31,517, 27,496} 6,31 
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2061 339; 211 36; 369. 300! 
450; 435, 393} 57 Gai 773 
316! 335, 290, 55) 504, 478 
248 184 232) 50) B80, 1,232 
sro gë 19% 16| BIBI 
173 2 164 35) 253) 155 
290' 34} 232 Gə 58" 65 
612 887 649 156! 1,143} 1,122 
293 40 264! 7| BBB} 185 
226 317 204 60], 416! 331 
400 161 557 2% 299 42 
334 AF) Sin THE TS T64 
276 BAHN 60 55 AN 
EST BƏ TMm 133) 1513) 1.456 
S At 80 1 109 15) 
l5 20f ISK 34 30 D8) 
CSTO LR MA MAİ 1,725) 1.040 
312 Bayh 28s atl 607 THN 
POO GEO! BAD 114 e96) 1,197 
40 3k 35 6 62 1 
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25% LA MB 36 440 
505 623 485, 99 929 353 
T3 36M 7IL Bil GST] STI 
l=8 339% 191 41] 428) 360 
306 447, 503 BS} 696) + 32 
QQ Mo 86 Bi 309 38 
270 255 B16; GO} ATA 419; 
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573 «Git 57 105] 1,134 1,924 
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107 ie aol 33} 2% 26 
Wy 120 20) 175) 1,065 


11 51,187] 42,455 


PERSONS. 


FREE COLORED 
LATION. 


8891 
1 5.260} 
2003, 


Bh 
| 


QSL 
1.629; 
1 036) 
2136} 
p Lb20; 
i 997i 
i 7504! 
907. 

1,105! 
1.951) 
9454 


508: 
446| 


COLORED POPU- 


3.691 
1.909 
1.010 
2493 
2.103 
1.266 
1,696 

943 
1,555 
2533 


4,983 


534 
1,511 


400/115.501|158,336 
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amd eal 

Electors, ‘ 25,393 

White mates under 18 years, : ; 31,517 

White males ever 18 and under 45 years, 27,485 

White males over 45 years, . ; . 5,311 

Total white males, Se $ se ae .  . 64,314 

Total white females, É : ` ; : . 51,187 

Total white population: : ; é : g ; . 115,501 

Total slaves, - : š . . . ; . 42,455 

Total free colored persons, re a ee ; : 400 
— Total population of the State returned, ‘ : . ‘ 158,360 


The State of Teras. 

I, the undersigned, Secretary of State, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing i is a full and correct exhibit of the enumerated popula- 
tion of the State. for the vear 1S48, according to the returns re- 
veited and on file in the Pa iment of State. 

In testimony whereof, I hereto set my hand and affix the 
aah. State seal at Austin, the first day of November, 1849: 
) L. S. landin the year of the independence of Texas, ths 


=) fourteenth. 
W. D. MILLER, 
Secretary of State. 
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EXHIBIT 


Of the Vote of the several Counties on the Proposed Amend- 
ment of the Constitution, August 6, 1849. 


ee et vaesa 


Re SE A Ae SO = 


Fou.|aG'T.| NEU. ~ | FoR. | ac’. | NECT, 
Anderson, 333; 7| 1 u Jefferson, 47 2 
Angelina, 41| 19| 18! Kaufman, 103 27 
Austin, 167| 26) 6j! Lamar, ölő 36 
Bastrop, 224) 84 La Vaca, 
Bexar, 451) 203 Lenn, 96, 6 1} 
Bowle. 122| 52] 6 |Liberty, | eon} a6 4 
Brazoria, 302} 17} 22! Limestone, 142! 56 54 
Brazos, 45) 11 5}! Matagorda, 7 63} l4 
Burleson, 120} 37 Medina, 50) 3i * 
Caldwell, 119] 45} 36)! Milam, 103, 56; 52 
Calhoun, 93| 38 '|Montgomery, 125) 62 
Cameron, 129; 31| 728! Nocogdoches, 433 93 
Cass, 270} 52) 25 Navarro, 207 39 18 
Cherokee, 489| 65) 64 'Newton, 168 6 
Collin, 239) 15 i Nueces, 73} 154 
Colorado, 93| 17! 11) Panola, 214) 60 
Comal, 150) 33} = 7! | Polk, 211 15 22 
Cooke, 33 Red River, 479 28 
Dallas, 339 15 Refugio, RI 20 
Denton, 7| 8 Robertson, 51 64 
De Witt, 78| 40| SH Rusk, 730, 431 
Fannin, 427| 22| 11'\sabine, 220) 7 
Fayette, 346) 33 50; San Augustine, 174) 99 
Fort Bend, 145| 29) 30 fSan Patricio, 2. 4 
Galveston, 287| 63 aa Santa Fé, | 
Gillespie, Shelby, 46h: 103 
Goliad, 55} 11 4,|Smith, 197 2 Š 
Gonzales, 101; 33) 28,|Starr, 15 ] 8: s2 
Grayson, | " Titus, 437 11) 14 
Grimes, 232| 79) 23'| Travis, 351 37; a7 
Guadalupe, 112} 26 9| Tyler, 151 15 
Harris, 557) 164) 47’) Upshur, 254 
Harrison, 596} 85 | Van Zandt, 101 8 
Hays, 35} 12 9 1 Victoria, llb 42 53 
Henderson, 163| 10} 3|| Walker, 394} 32 
Hopkins, 3l4| 12 4|! Washington, 443 92 49 
Houston, i 268; 46 Webb, 205 204 62 
Hunt, 164 1 Williamson, 120 17) 119 
Jackson, 51) 48 Wharton, ar 19 
Jasper, 122; 3 i | 

| | i5 852] 3,139] 1,932 


Maanen a aa e a e. 


From the counties of Bexar, Cherokee, Montgomery, Nacogdoches, Nuecea, 
Smith, Tyler, Walker, Webb, and Williamson, no lists of voters’ names, but the 
results only, returned. Deducting the returns cf these counties, for informality, 
the aggregate vote for the amendment would be 13,213; against the amendment, 
2,292; and neutral, 1,687. 
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Recapitulation. 
For the amendment, ‘ © 15,852 - 
Against the amendment, ; ; . 3,139 


Neutral, . ; A ; : 1,932 

Total number of Voters, . . . 20,923 

For the amendment, as above, ; ; : 15,852 

Against the amendment and neutral, as above, . : 5,071 

Majority in favor of the amendment, ‘ : ; 10,781 

Recapitulation, excluding the informal returns. 

For the amendment, ; ; 

Against the amendment, ; : . 2,292 

Neutral, ; : ; ‘ d 1,687 

Total number of voters, ; : - 17,192 —~ 

For the amendment, by this statement, ~  «  . 13,218 

Against the amendment and neutral, by this statement, 2,979 
l Majority in favor of amendment, . so o , 9,334 


The State of Teras. 


J, the undersigned, Secretary of State, do hereby certify that 
the foregoing is a full and correct exhibit of the vote on the 
proposed amendment of the Constitution, cast on the 6th day of 
August, 1849, according to the returns received and on file in the 
Department of State. 

In testimony whereof, I hereto set my hand and affix the 
( ~~ , State seal, at Austin, the first day of November, 1849; 
L. S. ? and in the year of the independence of Texas, the 
la~? fourteenth. 
W. D. MILLER, 
Secretary of State. 
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EXHIBIT 
Of the amount of Fees received .by the Department of Stata 
from March 20, 1848, to October 31, 1849, and paid into the 
Treasury of the State. 


Amount for the quarter ending June 30, 1848, $48 30 
Amount for the quarter ending September 36, 1848, 70 40 
Amount for the quarter ending December 31, 1848, 73 31 
Amount for the quarter ending March 31, 1849, 37 50 
Amount for the quarter ending June 30, 1849, 25 00 
Amount for the quarter ending September 30, 1849, 20 00 
Amount for the month of October, 1849, 16 50 


Total, S291 O1 
I, the undersigned, Secretary of State, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a correct exhibit of the amount of fees collected by 
the Department of State from the 20th March, 1848, to the 31st 
day of October, 1849. 
In testimony whereof, I hereto set my hand and affix the 
{z.s.] Seal of Siate; at Austin, the 31st day of October, 1849. 
W. D. MILLER, 
Secretary of State. 
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REPORT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 


ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE 
Austin, Oct. 27th 1849. § 
To His Excellency 
Georce T. Woop, Governor of Teras. . 

Srr—Since the adjournment of the last Legislature, the act 
which makes it my duty to investigate the conditions of the ti- 
tles to the various Islands within the limits of Texas, and if it be 
expedient to cause legal procecdings to be instituted against per- 
sons claiming the same adversely to the State,has received that at- 
tention which itsimportance merits. And alter considering the va- 
rious acts of Congress of the late Republic relative to these titles, 
I determined to institute legal proceedings against a claimant of a 
portion of Galveston Island, who held the same under a patent 
which was issued upon a location and survey made by virtne 
of certain land scrip, (known as the Bryan scrip,) which was 
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issued on the 10th of December, 1836: As on the same day, (viz 
on the 10th December, 1836) Congress had passed a law reserv- 
ing for the use of the Government all Islands belonging to the 
Republic, &c., (which law appeared to me still to remain unre- 
pealed,) I regarded the location and patent as being inadequate to 
convey to the grantee of the patent any title to the land which 
his mediate vendee was holding adversely to the State. 

The Judge of the district court however diliefed from me in 
opinion in regard to the law.and as a consequence,the cause was 
inthat court decided against the State. Ou the part of the State, I 
appealed to the Supreme Conrt, where the cause is now pending. 
Nothing which occurred during the trial, and nosnbsequent reflec- 
tion have at all impaired my confidence as to the correctness of 
theviews which Thad previously taken of the law relative to this 
cause. In addition to the above action, I, in due time, forwarded 
to the District Attorney of the 10th District,a irm ofa petition, 
accompanied with the request, that he should there institute pro- 
ceedings against some claimant of a portion ofsome Island, who 
was holding the same adversely to the State. This was done 
with a view of testing the validity of each class of claims, in com- 
pliance with what I conceived to be the intention of the Legisla- 

_ture that enacted the law. 

In compliance with the provisions ofthe “act to suppress ille- 
gal banking,” approved 20th March, 1848, I have instituted four 
suits against an association of individuals who, under the name 
and style of the“Commercial & Agricultural Bank,” have for near- 
ly two years exercised and continue to exercise bank‘ng privi- 
leges in the County of Galveston. These suits were instituted 
in succession for successive infractions ofthe Jaw. The penal- 
ties claimed, in all, amount to the sum of seventy-five thousand 
dollars, ($75,000,) for exercising banking privileges for fifteen 
months contrary tothe provisions of the statute. But one has 
been tried in the District Court—this there resulted unfavorably 
to the State. From this decision an appeal was taken to the 
Supreme Court, where the cause is now pending. And subse- 
quently to the decision in the District Court, three other suits 
have been instituted against the association far continuing to ex- 
ereise banking privileges. At the last term of the Comt, the de- 
fendants obtained continuanccs in two of the causes which had 
been previously instituted. After stating the course which I 
have pursued, itis almost ueedlessto add that I have the most un- 
diminished confidence, that in the Supreme Court these causes 
will result favorably to the State. In the above instances bank- 
ing privileges were exercised constantly and without disguise.— 
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In other instances, the promissory notes of individuals have been 
circulated as money within the Stafe; butso far-as I have been 
able to learn these were dated and put into circulation prior to 
the passage of the act. Had l been able to prove that such notes 
were issued or re-issued by their makers, since the first day of 
May, 1848, when the act took effect, suits would have been insti- 
tuted against them for such infractions of the law. 


As the above statutes and the interest of the State seemed to re- 
quire it, I gave my personal attention to the causes which were 
instituted under them. ‘This cat.sed me to be in attendanee up- 
on the District Court of Galveston County for a considerable por- 
tion of the past summer; but as during this time, I was bnt little 
needed at the seat of Government, the interest of the pubie was 
not injuriously affected by my absence. 

An act of the late Republic requires that “ail recognizanees &e., 
shall b2 made payable to the President of the Republic of Texas.” 
Since the change of the Government, adonbt has arisen as to 
whether such recognizance should be made payable to the Govern- 
ernor of the Siate. So faras J have been able to learn, the ques- 
tion has not been decided by the courts. It is one of so much 
practical importance that [think it ought to claim the early at- 
tention of the Legislature. I would advise the passage of a law 
requiring all reeognizances to be made payable to the State. 


The 26th section under the general provisions of our constitu- 
tion provides that “no person shal] hold or exercise at the same 
time more than one civil office of emolumest, except that of 
Justice of the Peace.” I think it would be well for the Legisla- 
ture to pass some law to insure the enforcement of this salutary 
provision. Its violation should be made a high penal offence.— 
If an officer now should be appointed or elected to fill another of- 
fice, he might exercise both, whic’ , in some instances, would be 
productive of incalenlable mischief. Suppose, for example, a 
Notary Public were elected to fill another office, and were still to 
continue to discharge the duties of a Notary, there is but little 
doubt that all his Notarial acts wonld be invalid; and the com- 
munity should, by law, be protected against such imposition. 


By the 26th section of the second article in the Constitution, 
it is provided that no defaulter shall hold any office under the 
State Government. In order to enforce this provision it is respec- 
fully suggested that an additional oath of office be prescribed by 
law, and that the party taking such oath be required to swear that 
he is nota defaulier to the Republic or State of Texas. It would 
be well to make ita penal offence to exercise any office without 
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previously taking the oath of office prescribed by the constitution - 
and the law. 

And in all cases in which a commission be by law required to 
issue, that it be withheld until such oath is made and filed with 
the officer whose duty it is to issue the same. 


Since the adjournment of the last Legislature, but few suits 
have been instituted agains\ defaulting officers. This was not 
done because in the prosecution of suits, it was found indispen- 
sably necessary to have copies of the returns and accounts of 
such officers on file in the office of the Comptroller, in order to 
show the extent of their respective indebtedness to the State.—- 
The clerks allowed to that office were unable to make these co- 
pies and to discharge their other and more important duties.— 
And upon consultation with the Comptroller, we arrived at the 
conclusion that to hire clerks to make these copies would pro- 
bubly cost the State a larger ameunt in money "than would in a 
majority of instances, be collected froin the defaulting officers and 
their Securities; and as we believe this dilliculty could be rem- 
edied by the passage of an appropriate law, we determined to ad- 
vise the Legislature of its existence and await their action upon 
the subject. 


The remedy I would propose,is to institute suits npon the bonds 
of such defaulting officers at the seat of Government, where their 
eriginal returns end accounts could be introduced as evidence 
upon the trial of the causes, or to institute such suitsin the res- 
pective counties in which debtors reside (as is the law at present 
and to make the certificate of the Comptroller (under his han 
and seal) of the balance which appears to be due, from the re- 
turns, accounts and records in his office, suflicientevidence to es- 
tablish the amount of indebtedness. The latter I would advise as 
the more reasonable and equitable Jaw. 

It would be much to the interest of the officers and their secu- 
rities thatsuch a provision should be made. For as the law 
now stands they wouid be condemned to pay the cost of furnish- 
ing these copies. 

In suits brought by the State, it often happensthat the dis- 
trict attorneys are reqnired to pay in advance for documents 
and other testimony necessary for their successful prosecution. 
This often presents to the District Attorney, the alternative of 
advancing his own funds for these purposes or of proceeding ta 
the trial in the absence of important testimony. In order to rem- 
edy these evils, (which are conceived to be great,) I would most 
respectfully suggest that there should be placed inthe hands of 
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the Comptroller a contingent fund adequate to defray snch neces- 
sary expenses. 

Since the adjournment of the Legislature a canse has been tri- 
ed in the District and Supreme Courts testing the sufficiency of 
the “Joint Resolution forthe relief of the citizens of Jasper 
County,” approved 7th December, 1841. The law has been ad 
judged sufficient for the attainment of the objects for which it 
was enacted. By it, fraudulent land certificates amounting to 
nearly one hundred lea sues 1. $e bees detected, and the unseru- 
pulous and fraudiieut devices recorted to for their establishment 
have been fully discovered and exposed. 

At the last term of the Supreme Court a canse was tried testing 
the validity of a®grant of land situated witi in the twenty aron- 
tier leagues bordering on the United States. The grant bore a date 
prior to y the 17th day of March, 1836, and was for ten leagues 
and twenty four labors (a very small fraction less than eleven 
leagues.) This suit was instituted against the late Republic to 

establish the validity of this grant, under the second section of 
ths act “to quiet land titles within the twenty frontier leagues 
&c.,” approved January 9th, 1Sil. In the District Court the 
cause was decided against the Republic. In the Supreme Court 
this decision was reversed anda final judgment in the cause was 
rendered in favor of the State. 

The p:-aciples contained in this decision taken it, connection 
with the provisions of the abeve act and also those of the con- 
stitution of the Republic and of the Stete, will doubtless render 
invalid ali those large and frauduient claims to lands situated in 
the eastern, north-eastern and northern portions of the State. 

In the cause which was instituted in the name ofthe Govern? 
or of the State of Texas, (who sued in behalf of the people of said 
State.) ve. Charles Fenton Mercer and his associates, to annul the 
colomzation contract which be made with the President of-the 
late Republic, a judgment final nas, in the District Court, been ren- 
dered against the defendant. Thev have, thus far, acquiesced 
in tie decision ; for, so far as I have been advised, no steps have 
yet been taken ‘to remove the cause to a higher court, In the 
suits also against Kennedy and Pringle. and against Pringle and 
his associates. jaitgments have been rendered annuiling their reg 
peelive colony contracts. 

The remaining causes against the colony contractors are still 
pending in the Distriet Courts of the thid and fourth judicial 
districts. A final judgment has been obtained against the State 
in one only of the Impresario causes. This was for seven 
leagues and eight labors. Four of this class of cases have been 
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dismissed atthe cost of the plaintif. Four are still pendiug ; 
two in the District, and two in the Supreme Court. 

The cause of the Board of Land Commissioners &c. against 
James Reily, which formerly attracted much attention, was, at 
the last term of the Supreme Court, decided in favor of the State. 

Since the adjournment of the last Legislature, the Supreme 
Court has announced opinions in two canses which had been in- 

s.ituted for the purpose of establishing the validity of head:ght 
Jand certificates, without the necessity of their being recommen- 
ded, according to the provisions of the "act to detect frandulent 
land certificates, &c.” approved 26th January,1840. These cau- 
ses were both decided in favor of the State. 

It is a source of p:easnre to be able to report generally, that du- 
ring my present and former terms of office, many important caus- 
cs which the Government wasa party or had an interest, 
have been finally determined, and that none of these have resul- 
ted adversely to the interest of the State. 

On the 8th of March, 1539, the Mayor and Alderman of the 
Corporation of the Town of Bastrop passed a resolution making 
itthe duty of the Mayor, without delay, to make out and execute, 
to the Republic of Texas, a deed for one league of land as a do- 

nation, upon condition that the capital of the Republi c of Texas 
should be permanently located within ten miles from the foot ot 
the mountains upon the east side of the Colorado river. The 
leagne as described is a portion’of the town tract, and the deed on 
that day was accordingly executed. This league is valuable on 
account of its timber only. Tuformation has been received at 
this office tothe effect that the Corporation of Bastrop has re- 
eentiy granted a lease of this land, and that the lessee isn w, and 
for some time past, has been busily employed in severing and ap- 
prepriating its timber. 

Prior to the month of February last, I was informed that suits 
had been institnted in the District Court of Bexar County to com- 
pel the surveyor to survey: lands on unrecommended head- 
right certificates amounting to nearly two thousand leagues. E 
thought the interest of the State might possibly reqnire my per- 
sonal attention to these causes. I accordingly gave it, and they 
were dismissed for the want ef prosecution. 

While in attendance upon the Bexar Court, F gave some atten- 
tion tothe causes which were there pendiug against several of the 
colony contractors. They were not found ina state of prepara- 
tion for trial, aud were consequently continued. 

Bat the subject to which I would above all others direct the at- 
tention of the Legislature, is the necessity of acquiring a law l- 
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brary for the use of the officers of the State. Its want is, in eve- 
ry department of the Government, most severely felt. ‘The Leg- 
islative departmeni is now called on tosupply the defects of a 
system of laws and to prune its superfluous parts, without being 
furnished with the means of ascertaining what that system really 
is. Js it reasonable to suppose that the Legislatnre can perfect a 
system in the absence ofall opportunity to consult and under- 
stand it?) The Governor, who is the head of the Executive De- 
partment, fs by the constitution required “ to take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed.” Here then is a dutyenjoined with- 
out furnishing the means of ascertaining what that duty really is, 
orhow it may be’most properly performed. If the Le sislature 
fail to furnish the laws, can they reasonably expect that the 
xovernor can cause them to be “faithfully cxecuted?” But to 
the Judicial Department of the Government, such a library is of 
vital importance. In the absence ot the lights of a single law 
book furnished by the government, our Supreme Court is often 
called on to decide questions novel, difficult and vastly impor- 
tant. Ourlaws are by far more complex than those of any other 
State inthe Union; and while every other State has found 
it necessary to procure extensive libraries, Texas has procur- 
ed none. 

The system which is being formed by the decisions of our Su- 
preme Court, when tested by the legal lights of other states and 
counties, may be found, (in many important particulars,) at vari- 
ance with some of the longest established principles of the law.— 
Then we shall be compelled cith: r to persist in these errors and 
perpetuate them orto reverse these decisions at the expense of 
thousands of innocent citizens who may possibly have been de- 
luded by them. Again, our Supreme Court is continually called 
Upon to divide causes of the greatest magnitude, and it can be 
easily seen how impe-tant it must be for that tribunal to be now 
furnished v uh every facility for the proper formation of this new 
system and = correct disposition of these causes. When ap- 
proaching ev.is are foreseen, it is the part of wisdom then to avert 
them. Remedies come too late when the mischief has been al- 
ready done. 


But may I he permitted here toadd, that nothing contained 
above is intended to be understood to the disparagement of any 
member of any department of the Government. They know it 
has long been a maxim with the sages of the profession, that the 
wisdom of no man and of no number of men is superior to the 
wisdom of the law, that has been brought to its present state of 
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perfection by the wisdom and experience ofa long succession of 
ages and centuries. 

And in order to remecy the evil, (which all admit to b> great,} 
I will advise that our statute laws and the decisions of the Su- 
preme Court be seut to the Secretaries of State of the other States 
in the Uirion; and, as is the constant practice, they will send sim- 
ilar books to our Secretary of State in return. And I would 
further advise that the Legislature appropriate for the purpose, a 
sum of money suificieut to purchase a library that will be adequate 
to our present wants. 

Jt is often extremely unpleasant to the officers of the State to 
be dependent upon others for the use of private libraries iu order to 
acquire the information necessary to discharge their oflicial du- 
ties. This dependent condition is often inconsistent with the 
interest of the State, and it is, at all times, exceedingly humilia- 
ting to its dignity. And it is difficult to conceive how the inter- 
est of the State could be more effectually advanced than by ap- 
propriating a reasonable sum for the perfection and for the prop- 
er administration of a system of laws upon which the property, 
the liberty and the lives of our citizens depend. 

During my former term, I notified the then Executive that I 
was disqualified from attending to two of the empresario cans- 
es, viz. that of Austin & Williams, and that of James F. Perry, Ex- 
ecator of Stephen F, Austin;against Sam Houston, &c., which 
Were pending in the district court for ‘Travis County. And his 
excellency A. ©. Horton, employed Jas. Webb, Esq., to give his 
professional attention to these causes in that court on the part 
ef the defendant. Mr Webb complied with his part of the con- 
tract, and in the district court there were trials of the first mention- 
ed canses. I paid him one hundred dollars in part for his servi- 
ces out of the contingent fund appropriated for this office. 

The causes were then by the defendant taken to the Supreme 
Court. Henry P, Brewster, Esq., attended to the cause of Austin 
and Williams, and procured its reversal. He has subsequently 
attended to this cause in the district court and promised a contin- 
uance of his attention to it in the Supreme Court where it haa 
been again taken by the defendant. Mr. Brewster has at my re- 
quest in other important causes, rendered valuable services to the 
State. These gentlemen have attended to these causes assiduously 
and ably, and the services having been rendered it is for the Legis- 
lature to determine what would be for them an appropriate or a 
jest compensation. 

Ali of which is most respectfully submitted. 

I have the honor to be your ob't serv’t. 
JOHN W. HARRIS, Attorney General. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 


GENERAL Lanp-OFFIce, 


Austin, Nov. Ist, 1849. 
To His Excellency, Geo. T. Woon, 
and to the Honorable, the Senate and 
House of Representatives : 


GENTLEMEN :—I beg leave to lay before your honorable bady, 
for its consideration and action, the following report: 

The public domain of Texas, according to an estimate made 
by Mr. Robert Creuzbaur, principal draughtsman of this office, 
comprises an area of 379,054 square miles, or 242,594,560 acres. 
A line drawn from Red River to the Rio Grande, circumscribing 
the entire region of country in which surveys have been made, 
would include an area of 140,735 square miles, or 90,070,400 
acres; leaving an area of 152,524, 160 acres, in w hich no surveys 
have been made. 

From the mouth of the Sabine to the mouth of the Rio Grande, 
our State has an extent of 375 miles on the Gulf coast. 

The extent ofonr eastern boundary is estimated as follows 


MILES. 

The Sabine, from its month to its intersection with : 

the 329 of north latitude, estimated by the course 

of the river, and including the pass and the lake, 299 
From the Sabine to Red River, : 106 

ted River, by the course of the stream, to its in- 

tersection with the 100° of west longitude from 

Greenwich, 620 
The meridian of the 100° from Red River to the 

Arkansas, 250 
‘The Arxansas river, with its meanders, to its-source,. 640 
Extent of our eastern and north eastern boundary, 1,915 _ 


That portion of our western boundary which is formed by the 
Rio Grande, from its month to its source, is estimated by the 
course of the river, at 2,210 miles. 

In computing the length of the streams, small bends were not 
estimated. 
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Of the territory comprised within these limits, the following 
estimate has been made: 


ACRES. 
There have been titled, by the former authorities of 

Spain and Mexico, according to the documents, 

of various kinds, on file in the General Land 

Office, 25,047,625 
The amount of legitimate claims for land origin- 

ating under the Govenment of the Republic, 

and State of Texas, liquidated aud unliquidated, 


so far as knewn to this office, is 35,581,103 
Making an aggregate of claims liquidated and un- 
liquidated, 60,628,725 


Leaving to Texas a public domain of 181,965,832 acres, after 
the liquidation of all legal claims for land known to exist against 
her. 

In the above estimate of lands appropriated by Spanish titles, 
every species of claim of that description, without distinction, is 
included. Many of these will, doubtless, not be sustained by the 
courts; but these are questions which belong not to the General 
Land Office. 

The claims here denominated “i led,” may be suLdivided into 
head-right claims, including all claims ofa] leanne and labor and 
under that amouut : aud lar: ge vrants, embracing al! over a league 
and labor, as follows : 


Tiead- right claims, 15,512,717 acres. 
Large grants, — 9,534,875 “ 


_ 25,047,625 acres. 
Of the claims originating under the Governments of the Repub- 
lic and State of Texas, the following distribution may be made: 


ACRES. ACRES. 

lst class recommended, 19,044,111 
“ & eonfirmed by the courts, 1,861, 289 

* « by special acts, 179,894 21,085,287 
2nd class recommended, 1,324,091 
2nd and 3d reported, i 6,016,640 
É “ confirmed by the courts, 97,920 
ý “ by special acts, 12,675 

-—-— 7,451,326 

Bounty and Donation, 4,992,087 

Land Scrip, : 1,329,203 

` Fisher and Miller’s colony, 723,400 


35,581,103 
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The claims originating under the present and former Govern- 


ments of Texas, may be further classified as follows: 


Ist class claims, aggregate, 

É return’d and 
patented, 

“  yet’d and not 


patented, - 


outstanding, 
aggregate, 


2nd and 3rd, 
& “ return’'dand 


patented, 

4 “ retd, and not 
patented, 

a “ outstanding, 


Bounty & Donation, agg., 
“ return’d and 


; patented, 

- t rev'd and not 
patented, 

i outstanding, 


Land Scrip, aggregate, 
“ returned and 


patented, 
rev'd and not 
patented, 


és 6“ 


“outstanding, 


ACRES. 


11,219,018 


4,304,380 


3,217, 291 
1,334,936 


2,194,828 
326,187 


481,476 
183,996 


ACRES, 
21,085,287 


15,523,398 


7,451,326 


4,552,227 


4,992,087 


2 521,015 


1,329,203 


Amount of claims for land outstanding, 
To which shonld probably be added those of 
. Fisher and Miller’s colony, 


Aggregate, 


To which, if we add the amount of claims 


returned and not patented, 


We shall have the aggregate of unpatented 


claims known to exist, 


Aggregate of claims patented, 


Total amount, 


ACRES. 


5,561,889 


2,899,099 


663,731 


— 


11,595,791 
723,200 


RE rere, 


12,318,991 
6,149,499 


ae etna 


18,468,490 
17,112,613 


gr 


53,581,103 
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With regard to first class claims, the courts having been closed 
against them, the office may be considered in possession of the 
entire amount of those claims , except those (presumed to bea 
small number) not yet reported by the clerks of the District Courts. 

With regard to 2nd and 3rd class claims, many of the clerks 
of the Boards of Land Commissioners have not made their re- 
ports regularly, and notwithstanding it is believed that many 
quarters have not been reported, for the reason that no certificates 
were issued during those quarters, yet it is a known fact that 
certificates, iu many instances, have been issued, which have pot 
heen reported : moreover „the Boardsarestill open ; consequently, the 
information relative to this species of claim is necessarily imperfect. 

I am indebted to the politeness of Col. John D. Pitts, Adjutant 
General, for a statement relative to bounty and donation claims, 
issued by the War Department up to the present date. 

On the subject of land scrip, I have received, through the po- 
Hees of James B. Shaw, Esq., Comptroller, a statement of 

220,357} acres—the amo! unt sold by the various agents of the 
a or unaccounted for by them, and supposed to Le 
soid; to which I have added, 108,816 acres, issued by this office, 
by virtue of an act approved Februar y oth, ‘1840, makiig an ag- 
gregate of 1,329,203 acres 

On the 12th of May last, W. F. Evans, Esq., Commissioner 
of Fisher and Miller’s colony, made his final report to this office. 
and returned his record bocks, in compliance with the 5th section 
of an act entitled “ An act to secure to the colonists of Fisher and 
Miller’s colony, the lands to which they may be entitled,” ap- 
proved March 20th, 1849, by which it eppears that he has isued, 
under the authority of this act, 1,409 c: rtificates; the amount of 
land for which these certificates have been issued being 723,200 
acres, as already stated. 

I have no means of ascertaining, or even forming a probable 
conjecture, as to the number of persons entitled to land in the 
colonies of Peters and Mercer, under the provisions of the ordi- 
nance adopted by the Convention on the 27th of August, 1845. 

When I came into this office, I found on hand 2,623 blank 
patents; I received; on the Ist of June, 1848, a lot of 5,323, 
which were furnished under a contract made by my predecessor; ; 
the two Jots amounting to 7,946. Some of this number are more 
or less injured, bnt there are only about 50 that are absolutely un- 
fit to be used for patents. I have since received another lot of 
5,414, under a contract made by myself with Mr. A. H. Bean, 
and subsequently another lot from the same individual of 1057, 
These two last mentioned lots, together with the expense of a 

D 
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new plate, travelling expense of agent, ang other incidental ex 
penses, cost the sum of $2,486 53 eents, leaving the balance of 
the appropriation for blank patents undrawn. In my contract 
with Mr. Bean, all the patents were to be delivered at this place, 
and they were insured to be of good quality, and the contract has 
been complied with. 


The transactions of the office, in the articie of blank patents, 
may be recapitulated as follows: 


Blanks on hand March 21st, 1848, 2,623 
“ received Ist June, 1848, 5,323 
a “ under contract with Mr. Bean, 5,414 
c « 4 u 1,057 
- 14,417 
Contra. 
Blanks fit for use as patents ‘on hand, 9,909 
“ unfit for nse as patents, 5 
« cancelled or spoiled in writing, 124 
Net number of patents made and recorded, 
from 21st March, 1848, to Ist Nov., 1849, 4,331 
- 14,414 


The patents issued since the organization of this office to the 
present time, or now lying in the office, ready to be issued, may 


he stated as follows: 


From the organization to Feb’y 16th, 1846, 6,923 
£ 16th Feo’y, 1846, to the 13th Dec., 16147, 4,436 
13th Dec., 1817, to the 21st March, 1848, 687 
Net total number to 21st March, 1949, 12,045 
To which, if we add the number made from 21st 
March, 1845, to the present time, 4,331 
We shall have as 2 vet total, from the organization -— 
of the Land Office to the present time, 16,377 


Of the foregoing number, there are now in the Land Office, 

ready for delivery, 1,113.“ 

From the 21st March, 18-18, to the first of September, last, the 
date of my last quarterly settlement, I had collected and paid 
over to the Comptroller, in Texas treasury notes, and other 
liabilities of the Government, in the way of government dues 


and patent fees, the sum of $42,307 24 
I have collected and paid over, from the first of Sep- 
tember to the present time, 3,123 00 


Total amount collected, $45,430 24 
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I had collected, up to the same quarterly settlement, 
in par funds, under authority of an act approved 
20th March, 1848, $1,024 43 
The expenses of the office, exclusive of salaries, from the 21st 
March, 1548, to the present date, may be stated us follows: 


Drawn from. appropriation for blank patents, $2,486 58 
Stationery, 110 00 
Postage, ` : 170 04 
Contingent fund, 309 16 

Total amount, exclusive of salaries, . $3,075 78 


Nothing has been drawn by me, from the appropriation for 
district and county maps. 

During more than eight months, we have had but seven as- 
sistant clerks in the Laud Office—one of the gentlemen, attached 
to the oflice in-that capacity, having resigned in October, 1848: 
and being able to do the business of the office with seven, the 
vacancy was-not filled until July last. 

A large amount of additional labor was thrown on the office. 
by the act regulating fees, to be charged by the Secretary of 
State, Commissioner of the General Land Office, &c., approved 
Mach 20th, 1848—this species of work, having Leen formerly a 
inatter of private emolument with the clerks, was done by them 
out of oflice hours, but it has now necessarily become a regular 
part of the business of the office, during office hours. I do net 
complain of this; I believe the law to have been a good one, and 
the force of the office has been snflicient for all purposes. | 
merely advert to it, for the purpose of showing that this is a new 
item, and has become an important one in the regular business of 
the office. 

Mauch labor has been bestowed on the formation of a new set 
of indexes, arranged with an association of three letters, by which 
the business of the office has been greatly facilitated: considera- 
ble labor has, also, been done in the way of recording 2nd and 
Ərd class certificates, the records of which had fallen ‘behind. — 
But notwithstanding the additional labor here enumerated, the 
number of patents actually made, during the time that I have 
been in office, will compare favorably with any former period of its 
existence of like extent. Let us compare 1t, for instance, with the 
period intervening between the meeting ot the first Legislature on 
the 16th Peb’y, 1846, and the meeting of the second Legislature 
on the 13th of December, 1847, a period of one year, nine months 
and twenty seven days, during which time, there were made, 
as shown by the records,—the net number, 4,436 
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The peried from the 21st March, 1845, to the 
Ist of Nov., 1849, exclusive, is one year, seven 
months, avd ten days; the difference between this 
and the former period being two months and 17 
days. Patents made from 21st March, 1848, to 


Ist Nov., 1849—total number, 4,331 
Add for difference of time, say 25 months, 560 4,891 
Difference in favor of latter period, 545 


But if the number had been less, no censure could attach to 
the oltice, as every claim has been patented that was in a condi- 
tion to be patented. and more was impossible. 

Having thus laid before the Hon. Legislature, as succinctly 
as possible, the business done in the General Land Ollice, during 
the time that I have had charge of it, together with such facts as 
L thought might be interesting and useful, I will now proceed to 
give an account of some things which I considered it my duty 
not to do. ; 

Ist. I have declined receiving and registering in the Land Of- 
fice, any documents purporting to be titles originating under the 
former Governments of Spain or Mexico. For a full explanation 
of the reasons which governed me in adopting this course, I refer 
to my letter to the Attorney General; a copy of which is hereto 
annexcd: and his answer, a copy of which is also annexed. 

2nd. 1 have declined receiving goverument dues on titled 
lands. The act approved January 15th, 1839, authorizes and 
requires “the Commissioner of the General Land Oflive to receive 
governinent dues on all surveys that may be returned to his office.” 
This, I understand to mean, surveys returned to be patented, and 
no other species of claim; and upon this view of the law I have 
acted. 

3rd. I have refused to patent lands in the settled portions of 
the Rio Grande. ‘The situation of these settlers is peculiar; for 
while they were cleaily within our limits, they have been com- 
pelled by the force of circumstances to submit to the jurisdiction 
of a foreign government, and have not had an opportunity of 
complying with our laws in relation to their lands; their surveys ` 
are, consequently, not represented on the maps. I was not wil- 
ling, therefore, to take the responsibility of patenting, over settle- 
ments and rights of long standing, until the Legislature could 
have an opportunity of taking some action on the subject. If no 
action is taken on this subject, by the Legislature during its pre- 
sent session, I shall consider it my imperative duty, under the 
laws, to patent. - . 


53 


There is another subject, which I desire to bring before the 
Hon. Legislature; and that is, the condition of the seitlers in Pe- 
ters’ and Mereer’s colonies —particularly the latter; because the 
-suit required to be instituted, by the ordinance passed by the Con- 
vention, on the subject of these colonies, having been decided 
against the contractors, this section of country would scem now 
to be thrown open to location; at the same time, it is very appa- 
rent, that if locating and surveying be permitted, indiscriminately, 
within the linus of this colony, great injustice may Le done to 
the settlers, who are entitled to land under the ordinance. and 
the benevolent intentions of the Convention in passing, and of 
the people in adopting it. may. to a great extent, be defeated. For 
notwithstanding the ughts of these colonists are fuliy provided for 
in the ordinance, they must necessarily remain dormant until 
there is some legal provision by which they can be defined and 
enforced. 


{have felt it my daty to Lring these subjects to the attention of . 
your honorable bady, and I invoke an expression of the Legisia-. 


tive will in relation to them. I trust that the path of daty will 
be made plain; and wheu so rendered, it will be my coustant 
effort to pursne it. 

{ cannot close this communication, without adverting to a sub- 
ject of paramount importanec to our whole country: it is the pro- 
pricty of ascertaining, and firing, the amount of our liabilities for 
land, so as to place our public domain beyond the depredations 
Gf fraud. To accomplish this highly important obiect all the 
Boards for the issuance of land certificates. both specral and ge- 
neral, should be speedily closed, and remain so; and measures 
should be adopted to cause the certificates already issued, to Le 
correctly repoited to this office. 


Oar public domain is not only sufficient to pay all our just 
debts, incurred during our struggle for independence, but to af- 
ford homes for onr children, and onr children’s children, for many 
generations, if properly linsbanded ; butif we would realize thesa 
benefits, we must protect it from fraud. 

I would also call your attention to the propriety of making pro- 
vision for the erection of a suitable fire-proof building, for the 
General Land Office. When I look around me, at “the vast 
amount of interest! of such incalculable importance to the people 
of Texas, accumulated in this frail building, I tremble at the 
responsibility. 

In conclusion, I earnestly request the Hon. Legislature to ap- 
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point a committee of both Houses to examine the condition of the 
Land Otiice, generally, to investigate all the facts here stated, and 
other facts within the purview of the office, upon which they may 

desire information. 
l I have the ronor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your ob’t serv’t, 
GEO. W. SMYTTI, 

Commissioner. 


GENERAL Lanp-OFFIcr, 
Austin, August 28th, 1848. 
Hon. Joun W. Harris, 
Attorney-General: 


Dear Sir :—Another question, of grave importance, presents 
itself. Itis, as to the propriety of receiving and placing among tue 
archives of the General Land Office, certain documents pnrport- 
ing to be land titles, issued by the former authorities of Mexico. 
‘These are some:imes presented in the form of originals, sometimes 
as first copies, and sometimes copies of copies, 

The constitution end Jaws seem to contemplate, that the Gene- 
ral Land Office shall be the repository of land titles; butit would 
seem that itit could not have been intended, that every nnauthen- 
ticated document*which is presented should be received, without 
attempting to distinguish, even, the gennine fram the spurious. 

The constitution of the Republic of Texas declares that, “with 
a view to the simplification of the land system, and the protection 
of the people and Government from lilization and fraud, a Gene- 
ral Land Office shall be established, where all the land titles of 
the Repnblic shall be registered,” &c. 

In pursuance of this constitutional provision, the general land 
law, approved 1dth Dee., 1837, declares “that the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office shall have custody and control of all 
records, books, papers, and original documents, appertaining to 
the titles to lands, heretofore, and by the provisious of the law, 
denominated ‘archives. ” 

In a similar spirit, onr State Constitntion declares, (Art. 12th,) 
‘There shall be one General Land Office, where all titles which 
have heretofore emanated, or may hereafler emanate, from Go- 
vernment, shall be registered,” &c. &c. 
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This constitutional provision seems to contemplate further 
legislation, in order to carry it into effect. 

Whether, in the absence of such lggislation, any rule exists, by 
which documents, such as I have described in the first paragraph, 
can be received and archived, with safety to the country ? and if 
any, what that rule should be? are questions which I respectfully 
submit to your consideration. : 

Respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 
GEO. W. SMYTH, Commissioner. 


OFFICE or ATTORNEY-GENERAL, / 
Austin, Sept. 5th, 1848. 5 
Hon. Georce W. SmYTH, 
Comr Gewl Land Ofice: 


Sır :—I have had the honor to receive yours of the 2Sth of 
August, in which you ask my opinion as to the propriciy of re- 
ceiving and placing among the archives of the General Land 
Office, certain documents purnol.ing to be titles, issued by the 
former authorities of Mexico. These, you add, are sometimes 
presented in the forr: of originals, sometimes as first copies, and 
sometimes as mere copies of copies. 

In reply, I must state, that I know of no rule. prescribed by 
statute, by which these documents can Le registered. All L have 
seen connected with the registry of such documenis, is the 12th 
article of our State Constitution, which is referred to'in your 
letter. This provides that “There shall be one General Land 
Office in the State, where all titles which have heretofore ema- 
nated, or may hereafter emanate, from Government, shall be re- 
gistered” &c. Now, this does not say how they shall be authen- 
ticated for registry ; or upon what testimony they shall be re- 
gistered. This would be the legal test by which to distinguish 
the genuine from the spurious documents. I concur with you 
in thinking that the above provision of the Constitution seemed 
to contemplate some legislative action upon the subject. 

As these documents have been withheld for an unreasonable 
time; as the matter in itself is very important; as the law has 
prescribed no rule, or amount of evidence, upon which they shall 
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be registered; and as the Constitution seems to contemplate the 
action of the Legislature upon the subject, I feel unwilling to 
prescribe any rule by whichethis should be done; nor will I “ad- 
vise that they be registered at all, until the mode be pointed ows 
by the Legislature, to whom it properly belongs. 

What I have said above, has reference to original documents. 
As to copies, and copies of copies, it is clear beyond all question 
that they cannot be registered. 

I have the honor to be, your ob't serv't, 


JOHN W. HARRIS, Attorney- General, 


REPORT OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL, 


'ÅDJUTANT-GENERAL’Ss Orricr, } 
Austin, November 1-t, 1849. § 

Sır:—-I have the honor, herewith, to transm fall returns 

with the transactions of ths office from the 1st day of December, 
1347, until the Ist day of November, 1819. 

The accompanying return marked No. 1, exhibits the total 
amount and number of Bounty and Donation Claims issued un- 
der the Government of the Republic of Texas, and the State, up 
to the Ist November, 1849. with the amount, in acres, of this 

escription of claims; also ‘shows the number and total amount 
of dupticate land warrants issued under the State Government. 

Return No. 2, contains the number of mounted rangers called 
into, and mustered in, the service of the United States, by order 
of the Secretary of War, and by yonr Lixcellency, from the Ist 
day of December, 18.47, until the Ist day of November, 1549. 

Return No. 3, contains the number of monn! 1 rangers dis- 
charged by order of the Secretar y of War, and tLe ex spiration of 
service, as per muster rolls filed in this o flice. 

Return No. 4, contains the unumber of commissions issued to 
militia officers, with their severe! grades in oflice ; also, the num- 
ber of commissions issned to the volunteer-oflicers of mounted 
rangers, in the service of the United States. 

‘The organization of the militia, under the present law, has 
been greatly retarded—owing, in a great measure, to the defects 
of the 10th section of the act organizing the militia cf the State ; 
and it almost amounts to an impossibility to fully organize the 
militia under the provisions of the same, 

The amount of bounty and donation land claims which have 
not been applied for, is very considerable ; and consists chiefly 
of claitns of the smaller denominations (240 and 320 acres.) ‘The 
Jaw in relation to pay and bonnty lands of the late regiment of 
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regular infantry, required that warrants should be issued “ only 
to original holders or (soldiers) their heirs or legatees.” Compa- 
ratively speaking, very few have been issued of this class of claims; 
because of the fact, that a large number of these discharges have 
been transferred, and applied Tor; but owing to the requirements 
of the law, cértificates for land ‘could not be issued. I would 
most respectfully call your attention to the report of Col. Wm. 
G. Cooke, on this subject. 

The receipt of this oflice for office fees, since the 21st of 
March, 1848, have amounted to one hundred and forty-three dol- 
lars fifty-three ceuts for land-certificates and certified copies of 
papers on file in this office. 

I would mest respectfully call your Excellency’s attention to 
the subject of the military buttons, now deposited in this office, 
purchased under the Republic of Texas. They would bring 
some revenue in to the State, if they were ordered to be sold. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your ob't serv't, 
JNO. D. PITTS, 
Adjt General, 
His Excellency Groner T. Woon, 
Governor of "Texas 


XO. 1. 

Showing the number of Bounty Land Warranis issued, with 
the total amount of acres, during the Governinent of the 
Republic, and also under the State Government, up to the 
lst of November, 1849. 


NUMBER CF | DENOMINATION ? ACRES | TOTAL AMT. OF EACH 
CLAIMS, OF CLAIMS. 7 ee CLAIM. 

6 claims of 160 equal to 960 

29 te 240 e 6.960 

2,310 « 320 “ 739,200 

166 A 480 = 89,680 

1,027 t 610 s 657,2850 

50 i 800 t 40,000 

254 s 969 ‘t 272,640 

8 i 1.120 K 8,960 

1,351 ae 1,280 1,729,250 

226 t 1,920 tt 433,900 


5,457 3,968,860 
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Bounty Lands issued under Colonel Wm. G. Cooke's term of 
service in this office, in the years 1846 aad 1847. 
NUMBER OF | DENOMINATION OF | TOTAL AMOUNT OF ACRES 


CLAIMS. CLAIMS—ACRES. | OF EACH DENOMINATION. 
26 ~ claims of 240 equal to 6,240 
59 a 320 “ 18,880 
Al E 640 e 26,240 
11 s 960 «“ 10,560 
24 s 1.280 j 30,720 
13 s 1,920 s 24,960 


Total amount issued in 1546, 117,600 


24 7 240 c 5,760 
66 i 320 z 21,120 
36 j 640 s 23,040 
5 í 960 7 4,800 
27 s 1,280 « 34,560 
14 : 1,920 s 26,8S0 
346 Total amonnt issued in 1847, 116,160 


Bounty Lands issued from lst December, 1847, until the 21st 
March, 1545, by Col. Charles L. Mann, Acting Adjutant- 
General. 

NUMBER OF | DENOMINATION OF | TOTAL AMOUNT OF ACRES 


CLAIMS. CLAIMS—--ACRFS. OF EACH DENOMINATION. 
1 claims of 240 equal to 960 
13 t 320 k 4,160 
7 a 640 ‘£ 4,480 
1 i 960 af 960 
4 K 1,280 1 5,120 
2 u 1,920 « 3,840 


31 ; Total amount, 19,520 


59 
Bounty Lands issued from 2\st March, 1843, until 1st Janu- 


ary, 1849. 
NUMBER OF | DENOMINATION OF TOTAL AMT. OF ACRES OF 
CLAIMS. CLAIMS— ACRES. EACH DENOMINATION. 
7 claims of 2410 equal to - 1,580 
35 f 320 c 11,200 
11 s 640 s: 7,040 
2 « 960 “ 1,920 
4 É 1,280 a 5,120 
3 a 1,920 it 5,760 
62 Total amount issued, 32,720 


Bounty Lands issued from lst January, 1849, určil the 1sé 
November, 1849, 
NUMBER OF | DENOMINATION OF | TOTAL AMT. OF ACRES OF 


CLAIMS. CLAIMS —ACRES. EACH DENOMINATION. 
7 claims of 240 — equal to 1,680 
29 7 320 7 9,280 
10 “ 610 7 6,400 
2 ti 969 t ~ 1.920 
5 si 1,250 7 , 6,460 
3 e 1,920 z 5760 


Total amount isseed, 31,440 


Duplicate Rounty Lands issued under Col. Cooke, 61,00 
Duplicates issued from Ist Deceraber, 18-17, until 
Ist November, 1519, 30,000 


Acres, 94,880 


Certificate, for 1,608 acres, issued to James P. Wallace, 

by special act of the Legislature, approved March 

15th, 1848, $ 1,608 
Certificate, for 2,200 acres, issued to R. M. Witliamson, 

by special act of the Legislature, approved March 

15th, 1848, 2 200 
Certificate, for 960 acres, issued to E. D. Holland, by 

special act of the Legislature, approved Jan’y 26th, 


1848, 960 
Certificate, for 1,650 acres, issued to Allen Killough, by 
act of the Legislature, approved March 20, 1848, 1,659 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Issued under the Republie, 3,968,860 
“by Col. Wm. G. Cooke, 233,760 
S « C. L. Mann, 19,520 
From 21st March, 1848, until Ist Nov., 1819, 64,160 
4,286,300 
Add by special acts of the Legislature, 6,427 
l 4,292,727 
From which deduct duplicates, 94,569 


Total amount issued against the Government 4,197,817 
Showing the number of Donation Land Warrants issued, with 
the total amount of acres, and for what servire, during the 
Government of tie Republic. and elso unda the State Go- 
rernment, üp to lst Noceinber, 1S 19, 
NUMBER CT | RATYEos—servicss | 


eee , TOTAL AMT. OF 
CLAIMS, jo PERFORMED IN, p ae | 


PACH DENOM'N. 


6u7 San Jacinto. 640 cynalto 858.480 
223 Ph sar, 649 f: 142,720 
165 Gorad, 610 « 99.200 
20 (olcto, 610 i 16.000 

61 Hlarrisbure, 610 f 39,010 
e) Alamo, 619 a 35,400) 
L131 -723,940 


Donation Dands issucd under Col. Win G. Cooles term of 
service in diiis opilec, in the yours 1916 and 1847. 


NUMBER OF | BATTLES--SERVICH 3 „a | TOTAL AWT Op 
ACRES. | , : i 

CLAIMS, į PERFORMED IN. BACH DENOM'N. 

17 San Jacinto, G10 — ceqnalto 10,859 

11 Coleto, 640 % 7,040 

6 Harrisburg, 610 s£ 3,840 

16 Storming of Bexar, 6.10 g 10,240 

3 Alamo, © 6-410 a 1,920 

53 Total amount issued in 1846, 33,920 

10 Coleto, 640 g 6,400 

2 Harrisburg, 640 f 1,280 

10 Storming of Bexar, 6.10 t 6,400 

3 Alamo, 640 í 1,920 

16 San Jacinto, 640 ¢ 10,240 


41 Total amount issued in 1847, 25,240 
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Donation Lands issued from 1st December, 1847. until the 21st 
March, 1848 by Col. C. L. Mann, Acting Adjutant Gen. 


A San Jacinto, 649 i 2,560 
1 Alamo, 640 a 640 
5 Total amount, 3,200 


Donation Lands issued from the 21st March, 1848, until ist 
January, 1849. 


13 San Jacinto, 6.10 t 8,320 
6 Storming of Bexar, 640 t 3.810 
4 Harrisburg, 6-10 oH 2,560 
1 Goliad, 610 ' 660 

24 Total amount, 15,360 


Donation Land issued from 1st January, 1549, until the bst 
November. 1549. 


NUMBER OF | BATTLES—SERVICLS | mane i TOTAL AMT OF 
CLAIMS. PERFORMED IN. 77i BACH DENOM'N. 
9 San Jacinto, 610 equal to, 5,760 
T Storming of Bexar, 610 is 4,4150 
2 Harrisburg, 640 í“ 1,280 
9 Goliad, Gi0 i 5,760 
2 Coleto, 640 t 1,250 
29 Total amount, 18,560 
RED APITULATION, 

Total amount issned under the Republic, 723,840 
t . “ by Col. Cooke, 60,160 
E t ʻi o Mann, 3,200 

f s « from the 2lst March, 1548, 
to No ensber Ist, 1849, 33,920 
821,120 


From which deduct 26,580 acres, the warrants for which ~ 
have been lost and are cancelled—duplicates having 
been issued for the san:e, in accordance with an act 
approved February 5th, 1840. 


Duplicate Land Warrants issued by Col. Cooke, 9,600 
Duplicate Land Warrants issued by Col. C. L. Mann, 1,920 
«from the 21st March, until Ist Nov., 18.19, 15,360 
Amount of donations against the Government, 794,240 
ADJUTANT-GFNERAL’S OFFICE, JNO. D. PITTS, 
Austin, November Ist, 1849. Adjt General. 


62 


NO. 2. 


Statement of the number of Volunteers from the State of Texas, called into Service of the United 
States since the 1st day of December, 1517, until lst day of November, 1849. 


NAMES OF OFFICERS COM'DING | NAMES GF OPPICRRS COM DING | VHEN CALLED | TERM OF | AGGT'E OFFICERS, REMARKS, 
REGIMENTS, COMPANIES. INTUSERE 0 E | SERVICE, | NON-GOM. & MEN, Mounted Volunteers. 
‘Col. John C. Havs, William Fitzhugh, Feb. 2 isis, 9 d2m'ths, OL Statned Eln Fork, Trinity. 
until July 10, Ihde. John LL. Conner, Mav r e S 97 “ Cunnet’s Station. 
Sam, Higbsmity, a) wo 94 « Enchanted Rock. 
Col. P. Hansbrough Bell, JamesS. Gillet, Jupe i Sis i E 99 s Camp Arbuckle. 
from July 11, 1845. a han 
. I utal is 


Continued in Servier by his Lixcctlency, the Governor. 


Jacob Roberts, Oer 20, Lods, P2 wihs, 7) * Riv Blanco. 


H. E. MeCulloch, J35, ` 79 ki Jlamilon’s Valley 
3.5. Sutton, “oT, ff oo Bu “ Near Corpus Chr 
B. aN, wot son T> “Medina. 

S P Ros, SOV. Jg gaps, to. 59 Bosque Station. 


Total, Sted 


Called into Service by his Iircellency, the Governor. for the Protection of the South Western Frontier. 


James M. Blackwell, Jane 10,1819, 3 “ I1 “ Near Corpus Chr. 
Isaac W., Johnson, July 7, “ GF AQ “ S. Antonio river. 


a 


16) 
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Called into service by his Excellency, the Governor, by a Requisition of Brevet Major-General Brooke, 


under the authority of the President of the United States. 


John S. Ford, Aug. 23, ntu, 
John J. Grumbles, “5, 
Jerome B. McCown Sept, Ld, s “ 


6 mo'ths, 
te 


RECAPITULATION, 


Under the Secretary of W anm, - 
Continued in service by his [ixcellency, Gov. Wood, 

Und. : the order, . 
Under the requisition of Brevet Major- General B rooke, 


Total, 


t 


Avsuranr GENERALS Orricr, } 
Austin, November Ist, 1849. < 


377 
394 
161 
99] 


1,163 


JNO. D. PITTS, 
Adjt General. 
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No. 3. 
Tasir showing the number of Mounted Volunteer Rangers 
discharged, and at what time in 1848, and in 1849, in ac- 
cordance with the Discharge Rolls furn ished this office. 


NAMES. DATE OF DIS- | AGGRE- 
FIELD AND STAFF OFFICERS. CHARGE. GATE. 
Col. P. Hansbrough Bell, Teb'y 15, 1849, 1 
Lieut. Col. Middleton T. Johnson, $f 1 
Major James S. Gillet, ub n L 
Adjutant James M. W. Hall, ú i 1 
Sergeant-Major Charles A. Harrison,  " ti 1 

5 


NAMES OF CAPTAINS COMMADDING ! 
COMPANIES. | 


Wiliam Fitzhugh, Feb'y 1, 1848. 92 
John A. Veatch, Sept. 20, ti 94 
Mirabeau B. Lamar, ‘6 cs ay k 89 
William G. Crump, «o 30, “ 92 
John S. Sutton, Oct. 6, Š 91 
Henry ii. McCulloch, it: ety. OM 95 
Shapley P. Ross, A i 5 ee QI 
Harman Warfield, Dec. 16, “ 90 
Samuel Highsmith, ge 96 
John H. Conner, si 31, s 93 
William Fitzhu gh, Feb’y 2, 1519, 90 
Jacob Roberts, Dec. 17, 1845, 79 
John S. Sutton, a SAR ete 79 
Ben. F. HIL fe AR Se 79 


Total, 1,255 


JNO. D. PITTS, 

Adjt General. 
ApDIJUTANT-GENERAL’sS OFFCE, i 
Austin, November Ist, 1549. 4 
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No. 4. 


TaBte, showing the number of Commissions issued from this 
Office since the 1st day of December, 1847, until the first of 
November; 1849, with their several Ranks in the Militia ; 
also the number of Commissions issued to the Mounted Vo- 
lunteer Rangers. 


Number of Commissions issued by Col. Mann, Acting Adjutant 
General, from the Ist Dec., 1847, until 21st March, 1848. 


MAJ. GEN. | COL. | LT. COL. | MAJ. | CAPT. | Isr LT. | 2px. 


4 3 9 8 8 
Recapitulation. 
Colonels, 2 Captains, 9 
Licut. Colonels, 4 ~ Ist Lieutenants, 8 
Majors, 3 2d Lieutenants, 8 
9 25 
9 


—_— 


Total, 


nS 


Ry 


Number of Commissions issued from 2lst Mareh, 1848, until 
November Ist, 1849. 


MAJ. GEN. | COL. | LT. CoL. | mas. | CAPT. | Ist LT. | 2p Lr 
-2 2 2 1 30 28 30 


Cavalry officers, 2 2 3 

Recapitulation. CAVALRY. 
Major-Generals, 2 Captains, 30 Captains, 2 
Colonels, 2 Ist Lieut’s, 28 Ist Lieut’s, 2 
Lieut. Colonels, 2 2d Lieut’s, 30 2d Lieut’s, 3 
Major, 1 — — 
— 88 7 

7 7 

= — 95 
95 paa 
102 
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Coimissicns issued to Mounted Volunteer Rangers. 
COL. | LT. COL. | mas. | ADPT. | capts. | Isr irs. | 2p VTS 


1 12 17 
Recapitulation. 
Colonel, 1 Captains, 12 
Lieut. Colonel, 1 Ist Lieutenants, 12 
Majer, 1 2d Li-ntenants, 17 
Adjutant, 1 — 
: — Al 
4 —45 
Under Colonel Mann, i , ; : 34 


From 21st March, 1848, ; 
to the Ist November, 1849, . 


ADIUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Ausri:, November Ist, 1849. 


ar 102 
Co AB 


ee we 


Total, 181 
JNO. D. PITTS, 
Adjt General. 


PENITENTIARY REPORT. 


To his Excellency, the Governor of the State of Teras : 

The undersigned, Dircctors of the State Penitentiary, in pur- 
suance of the requirements of the act approved 13th March, 1848, 
establishing that institution, respec fully report, that iey held 
their first meeting on the 5th day of August, 1818, and, alter or- 
ganizing and providing stationery, proceeded to have the lot 
cleared off, and a well dug and walled up. The plan which 
they then adopted was submitted to you, and by you approved. 
The pian of the institution, with the alterations since made, 
with yonr approbation, is hereto annesed. The wall, when 
completed, wiil be three hundred feet square; and will prolably 
be large enough to answer the purpose of the law establishing it, 
for many years. It is proposed to make the outer wall th:ee fect 
thick, and fifteen feet high. ‘Three prisons are proposed: B., the 
east prison, containing cighty-six cells for convicts, and two dark 
cells or dungeons, for the punishment of the refractory: C., the 
west prison, containing thirty-six cells; and intended, if necessary, 
for female convicts: D., the south prison, one hundred and forty- 
four cells— making, in all, two hundred and sixty-six cells and 
two dungeons. Each male ceil is five feet wide, seven feet long, 
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and eight feet high. The cells for females are a foot more in 

width, but in other respects, of the same size. ‘The dungeons 

are each as large as two tn: cells. Each of the prisons is “eight 

feet froin the iuside of the outer wall, and is surrounded by a 
wall the same distance from it. 

The centre building, A., is sixty by forty-three feet; is two 
stories high, and includes six rooms in front and four back. The 
front ie are designed for the S perintendant’s dwelling and 
oftice; the PNA for hospital, storehouse, &c., A passage 
at P. ‘pone inte the centre building outside the main enclosure. 
The main. entrance {E) into the penitentiary opens into an en- 
closure thirty-fect wide and forty-three long: an open iron 1ail- 
ing will separate this space from the yaid> ‘It will have an outer 
and inner Cate, one of which wid always Le kept closed. Smal: 
roonis on the east side of thts eneclositre, and also over head, are 
designed for the guard and efficers of the lustitution. 

The worksheps will be located wong the east and south sidis 
of the outer wali—those fer femoies south of and edienave their 
prison. Itis designed to construct reservoirs at the j} outs marked 
R, ım the p'an. The cook-house and pantry ae pleccd in the 
north- cast corner of the yard. 

The almost constant rains that have fallen during the last year, 
have greatly retarded the progiess of the work : yet, Ly the per- 
severing exertions of our exeedeut superinteudont, the cells 
marked B, are finished, with the exception of floors ceq locks, — 
Fhe outside wall surrounding the preon. B, bas Leene menced 
aud carried up some two or three fect above the surfree |f the 

round. 

The walls of the cells are two feet thick. of hard briek—-ial the 
materiais are excellent; the work is well done, and will probably 
last as long as it will be needed. The lower tier of cells is sur- 
rounded by au iron grate of two inch iron bars, five inches apart, 
and wrought into the inside of the brick walls zo as to be invisi- 
ble, and to render an escape, even wituout a guard, impcs «ible. 

For those ceils that have been erected. iron doors cf ape: lattice 
work have been made and hung. We have been greatly indebted 
to Mr. Buys, the ingenious blacksmith A by the Board, 
for the neatness and strength displayed in these doors and their 
hangings. 

It was the intention of the Board, at first, to lay the foundation 
of the building of stone; bnt when we came to make an estimats 
of the expense of such a foundation, and the means appropriated, 
and heard the opinions of those who had been much engaged in 
building in the south, we determined to lay the foundation of hard 
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bricks. So far as we have gone, we hare pursued this course— 
laying the foundation very deep, and double the thickness of the 
wail. 

In starting this the first work of any importance in this State, 
we found many difitculties crowing out of the want ofa market 
for the purchase of materials. Ju the first piace, it was doubted 
by some whether good bricks coutd be made, in this country.— 
This doubt was favorably settled by the exertions of the brick- 
makers, who have succeeded in manufacturing as ¢ ccod Liicks as 

ean Le found in the Southern States 

Lime was another item of great importance. We have used 
the north ‘rn lime—the lime from Springtie!d in Limestone coun- 
ty, and from Williamson county. "Phe last-named lime has the 
finest appearance, Lut has not the same cementing qualities pos- 

sessed by the northern hme. The Springticld lime is gacd, but 
has Letweeu twelve to twenty per centnm of sand mixed with at. 

Another inconvenience arose from the difficulty of procuring 
laborers. The penal code having gone into operation on the Ist 
day of January last, the Board Lelieved it a matter of the first im- 
portanze to erect, as soon as possible, suitable ceils for the recep- 
tion of convicts under that act. Such laborers as were procured 
had to Le paid according to the thictuating demand for them else- 
where. The act under which we were appointed, require d that 
we should employ them; so that if an cecasien offered ior hiring 

a laborer, by the time we could have a meeting, the chance was 
gone. 

Another i inconvenience arose from the fact, that when the 
Works was done, we contd only pay in drafts to be cashed at Austin. 

All these hindrances can be avoided ; and asa remedy in part, 
we would suggest that the law be so amended as to authorize the 
appointment or election of an agent, whose duty it shall be to 
make ai] the purchases and sales for the penitentiary, and to bire 
such common laborers as may be needed—in other words, let him 
attend to all the business of the penitentiary to he transacted with 
those withont. Let the Superintendent attend to the manage- 
ment and discipline of the prison. Let him, also, enter into 
suitable bonds, and receive and pay out all the moneys due the 
institution, either from the State or individuals. This is the 
system adopted by most of the States, in regard to their common 
prisons, and has been found to work well. 

Should the Legislature think proper to adopt this course, we 
would recommend that they apply the amount allowed the Di- 
rectors to the pay of the agent, with such additional sum as 
would secure the services of a man of integrity and business 
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habits. The compensation now allowed ©. Directors is no iu- 
ducemeut to them to render the services; anu iney would gladly 
remit it, to >t clear of those functions which could be much bet- 
ter per: formed by one than three. 

Under the system proposed, the Superintendantand Agent will 

ea nyual check upon eacu other; and those to w how money 
is due for labor or fir terials, wil always find it ready at the place. 
and will con, quently work cheaper. 

Wita the start that is o and the large stock of materials 
and exp tiene gat iered during the past year, it is expected that 
an appropriatien of the oi ue amount with that mde let year, 
will be sttlic ieut to answer the wants of the penitentiary. It is, 
of course, Gasiralie that the wail shonid be eo: npleted, <9 that the 
convicts coid be secure without tho ball and chain: bat to do 
this during the conang year, woud require an appraprction of 
fifty thousand doilars. 2 Presumine that the fneneces of the State 
would not inetify such an expenditure within thet bine. we wonl | 
ask enowst to a dete ths east prisen, ‘and to put up end com- 
plete tie contre building. 

We have already incurred some capense in erecling temporary 
blackswiths and carpenters shons, and a cuard house: a store 
house, kiteb n, and hospital, are jndispencivie; and when Lul, 
should be weil built. ‘Che Stperiutendant sucuid a'so have a 
house for himself and family. During the part year, we ne 
used a smail house (which we reuted) as an onice, and a res 
dence for the Superintendant. 

from a considerabie portion of the laud purchased by the 
Commissioners for the use of the penitentiary, the timber has 
been taken. As it will be of no ase o oi a tate for any other 
purpose, we recommend that you authe s to sell such of it 
as is stripped of the ümber: or what O perhaps, auswer a 
more valuable pti pose, authorize us to exchange it fer cther 
timbered lands. Notwi ithstanding the titpber is taleu from it, its 
proximity to town will always make it brine as much or more 
than it cast. i 

We submit to yon, with this report, a copy of the rules estab- 
lished, for the government and discipline 8f the penitentiary. 

We would also suggest that a law be passed, prohibiting per- 
sons, not employed about the penitentiary. from intruding on the 
workmen and cunviets. Until the ground is enclosed by a wall, 
it will be impossible, without some such legal prohibition, to en- 
force the rules of order, industry, and security, so indispensable 
in such an institution. 

Theo expenditures for the use of the penitentiary, from the or- 
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ganization of the Board to the thirteenth day of September, 1849, 
are eighteen thousand six hundred aud sixteen dollars and six 
cents. We bave presented the details of these expenditures in 
two staanents, numbered 1 and 2, an. exed to this report. The 
lirst is a statement of dratts, or certificates, issued by the Super- 
intendent, with our api nroval. The second exkibits the objects 
for Wile +h these drafts were issucd, with a recapitulation. .We 
have asoamesxcd hereto a third statement. showing the property, 
mate ris nd touts on ha nd, and belonging to the penituntiary, on 
the oF n day of Septeniber, 1510. 

We annex. aiso. to this report the estimate of the Supcrintend- 
ent haat? pepo the si caestions contained m this report. 

AS yer we have received no cenviets. It is suppesed, how- 
ever. that garag this ful erd the next spring, several wil be re- 
ecived wad couwnitted. The estimate for ordinary expense is 
si ject fo so meny contingencies, that hite dependence ean be 
placcd onat Ht wi lof comes, depend wieatiy upon the number 
of Couviets r ceived, 

Pie Poaadarnve. as yet, appointed no nnder oflicers, except an 
assistant wo the Supaintendant, It Pe cane necessiay fo mah + 
tuis Gi eotntmeat, In order to a correct recel t ul materials. a cor- 
rect eX. cution 1 the work, and a corrcet sratenie nt of accounts. 
The Board acowed him tor his services, thirty-three aud one- 
third dolars pov month. 

Respeetraily submitted, 
H YOAKUM 
J. M. MAAC Y, 
T. G. BERDWELL. 
Hantsville, Texas, October J, 1549, - 


No. or 
DRAFT. 


? 


hae 


OCOD gr gue oo 


DA 


| 


DATE OF ISSUE. 


Oct. 2, 1848, 
L44 74 


7, 
a3 ee 
a ce 
iT 4 66 
($3 it 

Nov. 3, 
4 6h 
it 34 

Oct. 30, 

Nov. 9, 
to oia, 
if) t 

Dec. 8, 
u ($3 
& 

9, 
(i3 te 
& « 
& 

12, 
« t 


(14 


I. STATEMENT 
Of Drafts issued by Superintendent and Directors of the Texas Penitentiary, from the organiza- 


1 
TO WITOM ISSUED. | 


J. Branch & A. G. Leas, 
Glover W. Bunton, 

F. Hateh, 

Wm. D. Lel:r, 

Rice and Nicliols, 

John McCreary, 

A. A. Moore, us 
John Randolph, 

M. C. Rogers, 

John C. Sinoot, 
Raleigh Rogers, 

Alfred S. Brigance, 

A. D. Kenard, 

J. Branch & A. J. Leas, 
John A. Fox, 

Fuller & Jones, 

J.C. & 8. R. Sinith, 


T. &. S. Gibbs, 


A. H. Cook, 
John Branch, 


tion of the Board to 30th September, 1819, énclusive. 


FOR WHAT PURPOST. 


Blacksmith Shop, ` 


Digging and walling Well, 
Printiog blanksand advertizing, 
Clearing off Pouitentiary Cite, 


Books and Stationery, 


Salary Ast. superintendent, 


Office Furniture, 
Oak Sawed Lumber, 
Salary, as Director, 


Freight from if. siston, - 


Olliee Rent, 
Freigl.t from Houston, 
Freieht from Houston, 


. Bridge on Lost Creck, &e. 


Blacksmith Work, 
Chairs, &ce., 
Goads, 
Merchandize, 
Labor, 

Hire of Negroes, 


AMOUNT. 


$120 00 
228 00 
50 00 
200 00 
74 50 
53 33 
45 U0 
60 00 
24 44 
45 00 
i2 00 
23 33 
33 £9 
124 34 
8 50 
12 48 
6 62 
10 15 
68 58 
42 20 


TA 


20, Dec. 12, 18.18, 


` 60, 


E 


ce 


(13 
tt 


“ 


cc 


ti 


26, 


? 
: 13, 


19, 


ce 


” Jan. al, 1s 


cs 


be 
6. 
(14 


(44 


19, 


is 


Albert G. Leas, 

John ©. Ransom, 
William A. Leigh, 
A. H. Cook, Supt., 
James M Maxey, 

A. H. Cook, 

James T. Patison, 
M. C. Rogers, Ast. Supt., 
Robert D. Harris, 
Rice & Nichols, 
Stephen Johnson, 

B. S. Wilson, 

M. C. Rovers, Ast. Supt., 
R vaigh Ragers, * 
James Gillespie, 
Philip Yoas, 

E. H. Allen, 

T. & S. Gibbs, 
Alexander Me Donald, 
J. W. D. Creath, 
George W. Buys, 
Rice & Nichols, 
William M. Barrett, 
John C. Ransom, 
Sydnor & Bone, 
William Viser, 
Thomas Routt, 


Hire of Negroes, 
(29 a 
“ t 
Salary, 
in part, 
Freights from Houston , ke, 


Expenses to ‘Springfield, postage, &c., 


Hewn Pine Lumber, 

Merchandize, 

Carpenter’s Work, 

Iron, &c., 

Salary, 

Office Rent, 

Brick, 

Stone Cills aud Lintals, 

Brick Masonry, 

Iron, &c., ie 

L Vise, 

Plank Drum for Well, 

Blacksnuth Work, 

"Tools, 

Master Carpenter, in 2 Nos. 44 & 43, 
Hire of Negro, 

Lime, &c. 

Sawed P. Lumber, in 2 Nos. 48 & 49, 
Brick Masonry, 


GL 


51, 
52, 
53, 
54, 
55, 


March 10, 1819, 


t 74 
74 (E4 
tt oe 
te ce 
<4 ($4 
é ce 
6 be 
>. 30, 
April 2, 
bs és 
46 A, 
“ 74 
74 “ 
6b í 
6 Zs 
“ ($3 
ct 
«aL 
«o 24, 
? 
«oo 30, 
ray ($) 
vy tb 
6 iss 
May 1, 
t 4, 


Rufus K. Gordon, 
John Stamps, 

B. S. Wilson, 

E. H. Allen, 

Charles O. Jolinson, 
Sam’l A. Jones, 

ALT. Cook, Sapt., 
James Gillespie, 

T, G. Birdwell, Director, 
Close and Adains, 

M. C. Rogers, Ast, Supt., 
Joseph W. Green, 

B. S. Wilson. 

James T. Christmas, ' 
James Panl, 

Stephen Johnson, 
James Morns, 

James M. Maxey, 

John Jutson, 

John Randolph, 

Match & Oxbury, 
Sawl A. Jones, 

Charles O. Johnson, 

A. H. Cook, 

John Stomps, 

George W. Grant, 
John Moore, ` 


Brick Masonry, 

í t and hire of Negroes, 
Tron and Shingles, 
Brick Masonry, 

oe be 

74 ee 
Expenses to Galveston and back, 
Brick Masonry, 
Salary, 
Balls and Chains, 
Bala 7, 
Freight from Cincinnati, 
Freight and Tron, 
Freirht from Cincinnati, 

"ee be 
Tabor as Carpenter, 
Seaffald Peles, 
Malarvas D. and expense to Galv., 
Freight from Cincinnati, 
Sawed P. Launber, in Nos. 70, 71,72, 
Printing 409 copies By-Laws, 
brick Masonry, 
vi 

Freight to Steamer Reliance, 
Briek, 
Coal Wood, ! 
Labor, 


268 
1k 
19 


£4 


June 


G. W. & W. L. Rogers, 
William Phivos, 
Geo. W. Walker, 
Samuel A. Jones, 
James Gillespie, 

J. P. Uarrall, Capt., 
John B. Chism, 
Sanvl Fou, 

James Morris, 

John Gray, 

James 'T. Christmas, 
Joshua Brooks, 

B. H. Allen. 
Alexander Galloway, 
M. C. Rogers, Ast. Supt., 
Sasser & Wisdom, 
William M. Barrett, 
James King, 

David Couner, 

John Stamps, 
George W. Buys, 
Raleigh Rogers, 
William A. Leigh, ; 
J. Carroll Smith, 
John Branch, 

Albert G. Teas, 
Stephen Johnson, 


Mereuandize. 
Lite, 


Brick Masonry, 
be ik 


Freight, to Steamer Galveston, 
Liwe, 
Freight from Cincinnet, 

te (E 


be ul 
s (y 
Coal Wood, 
Brick Masonry, 
Freight from Cincinnati, 
Salary, 


Freight from C. & Sawed Lunsher, 
Mas. Carpenter, in Nos. 96 & 97, 


Irei ut from Cincinnati, 
riek; Nos. 99, 100, & 101, 
Brick, 
Master Blacksmith, 
Guice Rent, 
Negro hire, 
iss 


y£ 


Carpenter Work, 


124 


June 5, 1849, 


Charles O. Johnson, 


‘A. H. Cook, Supt. 


A. H. Cook, 
A. H. Cook, 


Abednego Adams, 
James M. Warren, 
Francis L. Cabinis, 


John Randolph, 

M. C. Rowers, Ast. Supt. 
Charles 0. Johuson, 
Abednego Adams, 
James M. Warren, 

TP. LE. Allen, 

Albert Gy. Teas, 

Mrs, ~--—~ - Loci. 

M. C. Rowers, Ast. Supt. 
Abednego Adains, 
Charles O, Johnson, 

i. H. Allen, 

James M, Warren, 

John H. Jersin, 


T, & S. Gibbs, 


G. W. &. WOT, Rogers, 
TC. & S R. Smith, 
Sydnor & Bone, 


Brick Masonry, 
Salary, 
Bill of Labor & payments made, 
Draft to close his Aect.. but not 
presented at the Frey, 
Briek Masonry, 
Striker to Biacksmith, 
t 

Sawed Lumber, 
Salary, &C. 
Brick Masonry, 

be 


i 


Negro Hire, 

Neero Thre, 

Sahay, 

arrek Masonry, 
Priel. Matom y, 

Raek Mascury, 

Riek Maronr, 
Stoivertoa Diachsulth, 
ron. &e, 

Montand Rope, we, 
Neero titre. Fron, &e. 
Drayaoe Ao Wharfave at Galv. 


' Sept. € 


Thomas G. Birdwell, 
David Conner, 
George W. Buys, 
Jobn Stamps, 

David Conuor, 
Gabriel S. Springfieid, 
George VY. Vraiker, 
David Conner, 
Devid Conner, 

3... Wilson, 

B. H. Allen, 

Charles O. Johnson, 
Abednego Adams, 
James M. Wi ‘ren, 


ML G. Rogers, Asst. Supt. 


Stephen Johnson, 
John i, Chism, 
Daniel M. Baker, 
J. M. Alexander, 
Nathan 8. Tabor, 
Albert G. Teas, 
Barrett & Simous, 
Rice & Nichols, 
Raleigh Rogers, 
Willian. M. “Bar rett, 
A. H. Cook, Supt. 
A. Ll Cook, 


Salary as Director, 

Brick, 

Master Blacksmith, 

Pek, in Nos, 138 & 110, 
Brick, 

fame, 

Lime, 

Brien, 

Brick, 

drop, ¢ 

Briek ane Vy 

Briek Masonry, 

Brick Masonry, 

Brek Masonry, 
Salary, i 
Carpenter Work, 

Liwe, 

Lime, 

Negro Hire, 


- Freight from Houston, 


Negro Hire, 

Painting, Glazing. &e. 

tooling Tin, 

Olflice Rent, 

Master Carpenter, 

Salary, 

Negro Hire, Wagon & Team, &c. 


164, Sept. 29, 1849, 
165, 25, 
167, : 
171, 29, 


172 Sept. 29, 
3 ($3 


I 


J. Carroll Smith, 
David Conner, 


John Stamps, 


M. C. Rogers, Ast. Supt, 
Sydnor & Bone, 


Thomas G. Birdwell, 


James M. Maxey, Direct, Salary, 


Negro Hire, 16 00 
Brick: in Nos. 165 & 166—each 

$200; and 170, #142 21, 542 21 
Brick; in No. 167, ‘863 03; No. 

168, $103 19; No. 169, $266 57, 437 79 
Salary, 15 55 
Lime---19th May, 1819: paid for 

in a Draft on New Orleans; 

drawn [rom the Treasury, by ro- 

quisition 31st March last, for 

that purpose, 400 00 

27 00 
Salary, 6 00 
Amount, 18,616 06 

Uenvsvinwe, Tixas, October ist, 15 19. 


I, Abner H. Cook, Superintendent and Clerk of the Texas Penitentiary, do certify that the fore- 
going statement of Drafts drawn upon the Coniptroiler of the State of Texas, lor the use of the Peniten- 


tiary, is correct, 


APPROVED? 


H. YOAKUM. 
J. M. MAXCY, 


I l 


T. G. BIRDW ELL, 


/ Directors. 


l 


A. IL COOK, Supt. 


Ld 


IL STATEMENT 
Of the Objects of erpenditure and Payments made for the use of the Teras Penitentiary, from the 
Organization of the Board of Directors up to the 30th day of September, A. D). 1549. 
1 --Brick. 


NO OF M. 
DRAFT. | DATE OF ISSUE. | TO WHOM ISSUED. AMOUNT. TOTAL. 
36 Jany 30, 1819, James Gillespie, 210,283 $1,521 53 
77T April gn, ~“ John Stamp , £268 50 29.376 
102 June 4, “ . B38 12 BLSIS 
139 Ang. 10, “ : 1,289 72 141,105 


167 Sept.25, “  7,443--¥68.03; 11.289, ? 
8103.19; 29,166, $266.57 § 437 79 47.998 2284 13 z 


— 


s Stamos, 250,000 


99 June 4, 1819, David Conner, $4107 198 5s, 169 

137 Aug. 10, “ t T S9 10400 

141 © u t 450 00 01257 

14d “ ua t 460 G9 57.142 

146 u u u s4 e2 12004 
163,6,70 Sept. 25, “ u ' 542 21 77,459 1,956 21 5,772 17 


Í = ee 


Conner, 279,461 


Brieks, total number, 769,744 


Dec. 26, 1848, 


March 10, ` 
May 19, 


K 
C bd 
29, 


Aug, L8, 


May 30, 
Sept. 6, 


Aug. 1, 
Ang. 18, 
Sept. 6, 


19, 


(49 


Rice & Nichols, 
Sydnor & Bone, 
t 


Witliain Phipps, 
Geo. W. Walker, 
($3 


Johą E. Chism, 


ti 


Gabriel S. Springticld, 
Daniel M. Baker, 


10 
20 


Barrels, total,  Gd54 


4 


$214 57 
400 00 


159 09 
3s GT 
108 00 
314 00 


me 


452 00 


5 00 
40 00 
SU 00 


64 


28 


28 


Jan. 26, 1849, 


8, 


30 


(13 
& 


March 10, t 


April 4, 


Aug. 21, 


Feb’y ô, 
July 31, 


(44 
te 


e 
(44 


March 10, “ 


July 31, 


Jan. 26, 


Jan. 26, 


(Z 


a 


u 


3—-Bar Iron, 


Rice & Nichols, 
Robert Smither, 
B. S. Wilson, 

ce 

4 

(H 


T. &. S. Gibbs, 
74 


Sydnor & Bone, 
J.C. & S. R. Smith, 


& 


d-—Sheet fron. 


Rice & Nichols, 


Rice & Nichols, 


823 72 
32 17 
4 00 
10 36 


18 72 
28 99 


5— Nails. 


LBS. 


2 
12 Od &1.038 96 


108 81 


60 50 


@ 
© 


28 


40 


47 
43 


17 


Jan. 26, 1849, 


Feby 6, “ 


March 1, “ 
Feb'y 13, “ 


Nov. 9, 1849, 


6 — Tools. 


Rice & Nichols—1 34 In. Bellows, 25.50; 


1 Anville, 175 Ibs, 144 

1 Screw Plate, 6.50; 3 Hammers, 18 Ibs. 14 

1 Vise, 43 Ibs., 143 
Alexander McDonald, 1 Vise, 53 lbs., 25 


Sydnor & Bone, 1 Cross-cut Saw 
a i A 3 ? 
Rice & Nichols, 2 Double Iron Planes, 


Smooth, Jack, and Fore, $7 50 
& Augers, 2 46 


7 Chizies, 4.90; 7 C. S. Gouges, 2.35, 7 25 
„L So, Q. S. Chizles, 2.50; 1 Tron 


Brace, (30 bitts) 6.50, 9 00 
1 doz. Nail Gimbles, 50; 1 doz Spike 

Gimbles, 1.00, 1 50 
§ doz. Tennon Saws, $153, 1 13 


T. &. S. Gibbs, 1 Spade, 1.00; 4 Long 
Handle Shovels, 1.00, 5 00 
2 Hoes, 60 & 75, ] 35 


a ee ae 


$52 63 
9 02 
6 3l 
13 25 


4 00 


28 84 


6 35 


120 40 


18 


38 
54 
92 

123 

129 

147 


50 
51 
52 
55 
75 


110 


Oct. 3, 18-49, 
April 21,49, 
June 3), ‘ 


Jan. 26, « 


March 10,49, 
June 7, “ 


Jan. 1, IS18, 
March 10,“ 


Marh 10, © 


` ‘ 
t G 
tt ($3 


April 30, © 
Junc5. “ 


7. ~hLumber. 


John Randolph, sawed oak, 860 00 


‘ sawed pine, — 627 09 
b -< Ld 59 


Robert D. Harris, hewn pine, 
William Viser, sawed pine, 
Sasser& Wisdom, * pinned oak, 


Fret, 


| 


R.— Brick Adasons. 


E. H. Allen, $K 00 
“e I2 50 
‘i 132 12 
s 58 75 
E 46 25 
‘ 36 R5 


'Fhomas Routt, 
Rufus K. Gordon, 
Jonn Stamps, 


Charles O. Johnson, 16 25 
i 69 38 
“ 65 09 


FEET, 


1,500 
23,462 
iwi sy 


fio 


7,020} 
19,188 
1,545 


59,1984 


S701 68 


278 70 
G71 59 
32 51 


6293 87 


18 00 
14 60 
68 46 


$1,684 48 


68 


120 
12% 


148 


56 
74 
83 


58 
4 


Tit 
Ll 
ior. 


149 


115 
122 
131 
150 


Alarch 10, “49, 


Apr 30, © 
May 25, “ 


March 10, “ 


May 25,  “ 
Jnne ¢ a, se 
July, - 

“cc 41 Ce 


Aug. 2h, « 


June 9, “ 
July 23, “ 
«o 3] be 


Charles O. Johnson, 


ee 


at 


Samuel A. Jones, 


Jawes Gillespie, 
i 


Abednago Adams, 
af 


t 
is 


James M. Warren, 
($4 


it 


i 


BL 25 
38 75 
31 25 


In 3 
Os | 
Ap 7 


19 OW 
L16, S7 
95 55 
41 25 
40 25 
oo U0 


~ 


0070) 
AL 25 
AQ 25 
33 75 


271 88 


135 40 


126 87 


149 25 


148 00 


ny 


1,226 33 


42 
103 
138 


136 
117 


131 
162 


9.— Carpeniers. 


Feb. 19, 1849, William M. Barrett, Master, 234 00 


June 2, “ 231 00 
Sept. 17, st t t 136 22 
Jan. 30, © Stephen- Johnson, 66 UC 
April 6, “ «“ 48 75 
June 5, “ “ 75 75 
Aug. 28, “ t 73 25 


10.-—Black Smiths. 


Jan. 7, 1849, George W. Buys, 120 00 
June 4, “ ki 274 62 
Aug. 7%, “ sc 148 07 
June 9, * Francis L. Cabinis, striker, 7 50 

«o 30, be u 15 73 
July 31, “ Jobn H. Jergins, 33 00 
Sept. 17, “ t 4 00 


601 22 


268 75 


- 542 69 


23 23 


37 00 


869 97 


602 92 


¥8 


19 
107 


20 
108 
124 
157 


21 
46 


22 
105 


52 
79 
106 
134 
164 


112 
163 


125 
155 


Dec. 12, 1848, 
June 5, 1849, 


Dec. 12, 1848, 


June 5, 1849, 
July 2, “ 


Dec. 12, 1848, 
Feb. 19, 1849, 


Dec. 12, 1848, 


June 5, 1849, 
March 10, “ 
May4, “ 
June 5, “ 
July 31, “ 
Sept. 30, “ 
June 5, “ 
Sept. 30, “ 
July2, “ 
Sept.8, “ 


John Branch, Negro hire, 
[23 “6 


Albert G. Teas, Negro hire, 
(44 u 


(13 
3 


John C. Ransom, 
ce 


William A. Leigh, “ 
66 


John Stamps, 
John Moore, 


J. Carroll Smith, Negro hire, 


11.—Zaborers. 


(29 


J. C. & S. R. Smith, 


J. Carroll Smith, 
A. H. Cook, Negro hire, &c. 
bb kt tt 


Mrs. Lea, 


J. M. Alexander, Negro hire, 


4 


l 


42 20 


* 23 77 


25 26 
123 04 
22 50 
67 10 


21 00 
20 80 


21 61 
17 95 


65 97 


237 90 


41 30 


39 56 
51 15 
19 00 
82 15 


284 83 


7 00 
34 94 


eR emery 


864 30 


98 


Oct. 9, 15-43, 
Nov. 10, “ 
te 


Jan. 8, 1849, 


Jan. 5, 18.19, 


be 


Feb. 13, 
April 2, 
(24 


(43 si 


he 


12. —Preights. LBS. 


J. O. Sinoot, from Houston, 7,200 
Alfred L. Brigance, from Houston, 3728 
A. D. Menard, a 5,075 
Walter Morray, t 1,540 
Joel Walker, y 293 
James M. Daniels, Š BD 
I’rench J. (Greenwood, * 6,051 
Nathan 8. Tabor, u 2,660 
Malcomb Johnson, nt 863 
James T". Patison, 1 6,622 
Rice & Nichols, tools. freigut, ? ; So 
insurance, &e. to Houston, \ package, 

Joseph W. Green, from.Cincinnati, 12,009 
James King, e 5,372 
James t. C hrist mas, “ 2,035 
James Paul, . 2171 
John Jutson, “ 3,850 
Steamer Reliance, from Galveston, 34,319 
Steamer Galveston, 46,200 
Sam’! Hill, from Cincinnati, 7,854 
James Morris, “ 7,554 
John Gray, at 2 TT 

James T. ‘Christmas, from Cincinnati, 5,044 
Alexander Calloway, a 5,315 
Sasser & Wisdom, i 13,696 


James hing, í 6,006 


45 00 
23 30 
33 59 
11 55 
2 93 
45 38 
19 95 
G 46 

66 


63 
30 02 
13 63 

6 59 
5 43 
9 63 


255 60 


300 00 
19 54 
19 54 

G 93 

-13 86 
13 28 
34 24 
15 01 


9 
5 9L 


98. 
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Aug. 2, © Sydnor & Bone, from Galveston, ? 


wharf and drayage, j) 
Sept. 13,“ Nathan S. Tabor, froin Houston, 3,080 | 
‘ 198,179 


13.—Books and Stationery. 
Oct. 7, 1848, Rice & Nichols, 


14.— Office Furniture. 
Nov. 3, 1848, Aveaton A. Moore, 
Dec. 9, “ Fuller & Jones, 


15.—Ofice Rent. 
Nov. 9, 1848, Raleigh Rogers, 


Jan, 31, 1849, 

Jine4, “ tf 

Sept. 17, (43 «“ 

16.— Officers. 

Dec. 12, 1845, A. U. Cook, Supt, 250 00 
June 6, 1849, 583 33 
Sept. 29, Me i 319 43 
ae 5,1848, John MWCreary, Ast. Supt., 

Jan. 30,49, M.C. Rogers, Ast. Supt., 44 Ad 
April 2, « s 7 100 00 


June 2, “ t a 66 67 


18 50 
23 10 


58 67 — 


48 


July 2, 1849, M. C. Rogers, Ast. Supt., 
th 31, & E « 


Aug. 28, « t & 

Sept. 29, (24 “ “ 

Nov. 3, 1848, M. C. Rogers, Director, 

Dec. 12, ©“ James M. Maxcy, Director, 
April 2, (13 sc oe 

Sept. 29, tc (13 (13 

ree 10, 49, "Thomas G. Birdwell, Director, 
Aug. 2 

Sept. 29, a“ K 1 


1,708 89 


88 


89 e 


12.— Miscellaneous. 


NO. OF 


H 

4 | PATE OF | TO WHOM ISSUED. AMT. TOTAL. 
z ISSUE. ` 

1 Oct.2,1848, John Branch & 

A. G. Teas, $120 00 

23 «u u Glover W. Banton, 228 00 

3 «7 “ F. Hatch, 50 00 

4A “a«a «o William D. Lehr, 200 00 
13 Dec.8, “ John Branch & 

Albert G. ‘Teas, 124 34 

14 6 «u John A. Fox, — - 8 50 
16 “ 9, « J.C. & S. R. Smith, 6 62 
17% & & T. & S. Gibbs, 3 80 
18 * 12, A. H. Cook, 68 58 
24 Jan. $, 1819, Robert Smither, 2 00 
26 * iL, t M. C. Rogers, 19 20 
28 “ 26, s Rice & Nichols, 67 54 
37 Feb. 1, « Philip Yoas, 65 75 
39 6. % T. & S. Gibbs, 3 50 
41 % & & J. D. W. Creath, 2 50 
47 March 10," 49, Sydnor & Bone, _ ` 5 50 
53 6 “ B.S. Wilson, 18 00 
57 “ «o & AL H. Cook, 30 75 
60 “ 30, “ Close & Adams, 31 90 - 
67 April 6, “ James Morris, 8 U0 
68 “ «o « James M. Maxcy, 18 00 
73 24, “ Hatch & Oxbury, 40 00 
78 May 1, “ George W. Grant, 11 25 
80 ©“ 18, “ G. W. & W. L. Rogers, 22 17 
91-“ 31, “ Joshua Brooks, 10 00 
112 June 6, “ A. H. Cook, 16 15 
119 July 2, “ M. C. Rogers, 1 10 
132 “ 31, “ T. &. S. Gibbs, 49 72 
133 «© «© € G, W. & W. L. Rogers, 23 38 
134 “© «u «u JC & S.R. Smith, 1 55 
146 Aug. 21, “ B.S. Wilson, 1 55 
158 Sept.17, “ Barrett & Simons, 27 85 
159 “- & Rice & Nichols, 304 74 
163 “ 30, “ A. H. Cook, 79 54 


Amount, $1,671 58 $18,616 06 
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RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 
1.— Materials. 


1. Brick, i F . $5,772 17 

2. Lime, . : 1,665 99 

3. Bar Iron, . ; . 1,038 96 

4. Sheet Iron, . n S 108 81 

5. Nails, ; A ‘ 60 50 

6. ‘Tools, : ; 120 40 

7. Lumber—pine and oak, . 1,684 48 

8. Books and Stationery, . TA 50 

9, Freights, . Í ; 1,030 I1 

10. Miscellaneous, : 1,671 58 13,227 50 

2.—Labor. 

1. Brick Masons, . ; 1,226 45 

2, Carpenters, ; ; 869 97 

3. Black Smiths, : ; 602 $2 

4. Laborers, i pi 86.1 30 3,563 52 

3.— Other Objects. 

1. Office Furniture, à i 57 4S 

2, Otice Rent, ‘ : 53 67 

3. Officers, ; i 1,708 89 1,825 04 
Amount, $138,616 06 


HUNTSVILLE, TEex.s, 
October 1st, 1849. l 

I, Abner fl. Cook, Superintendent and Clerk of the Texas 

Penitentiary, do certify, that the foregoing statement of the ob- 

jects of expenditure and payments for the use of the Penitentiary, 
is correct. A. H. COOK. 


Approved : 
H. YOAKUM, 


J. M. MAXCYS Directors. 
T. G. BIRDW ELL, 


91 


HI STATEMENT 


OF Property, Materials, and Tools, on hand, and belonging 
to the Texas Penitentiary, on the 30th Sept., 1849. 


2 
> 


Oo 


5. 


IO GO DEO or p D9 IO 


1.—Materials. 

Brick, 
Lime, bbls. 
Nails, kegs, 
White Lead, t 
Painters Oil, galls., 
Roofing Tin, boxes, 

t in transif. and not paid for, 
14 bundles Sheet Iron, Ibs., 
Hewn Pine Lumber, feet, 
Sawed 5 i 
Prepared a flooring, s 
Sills and Lintals of ent stone, lineal fect, 


20 Grated Frames for front windows, and 
False Veuitian Blinds for same. 
18 Frames and Grates for back windows. 


2.— Property aad Tools. 


98 acres of Land. 
1 Set Blacksmith Tools. 
1 Set Carpenters Tools. 


250,000 
175 
10 

19 

25 

27 

13 
1.741 
1.233 
35,515 
5,000 
121 


2 Hoes. 4 Shoveis, 2 Spades, 4 Mattoexs, 2 Wheel Barraws, 
2 Cots, L Clock, and 1 Bell; 1 large Iron Sieve, 29 Balls 


and Chains, 2 Ladders, 
Ollice Furniture, Office Books aud Stationery. 


I certify the above to be correct. 


Approved : : 


H. YOAKUM, 
J. M. MAXCY, Directors. 
T. G. BIRDWELL, 


A. H. COOK, Supt. 
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o the Directors of the Texas Penitentiary : 


In accordance with the law establishing the State Penitentiary, 
I present you below with an estimate of the ordinary expenses of 
the Penitentiary for the next two years; and also of the expenses 
necessary to be incurred in the erection of the building you pro- 
pose. 


Brick, $7,000 00 

Brick Masons, 2,400 00 
Carpenters, 1,200 00 

Lime, 2,000 00 

Guards, , 960 00 

Roofing with Tin, 1,000 00 : 
Lumber, 700 00 

Board, Clothing &c., of Convicts, 2,000 00 

Officers, 3,000 CO T 


a 


Total $19,860 00 


The estimate of ordinary expenses is quite uncertain, and will 
depend on the number of convicts received. ` The building esti- 
mate is based on the supposition ihat the east prison and centre 
front building will be erected during the next two years. 

Respectfully, 
Your ob’t serv’t, 


s A. H. COOK, Supt. 
Huntsville, Texas, Oct. 1, 1849. 
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On motion of Mr. Gage the Senate returned to their chamber. 

Mr. Gage moved that the committee on Printing and Contin- 
gent Expenses act in conjunction with a like committee on the 
part of the House of Representatives in contracting for the print- 
ing of 1500 copies of the Governor’s Message and such of the ac- 
companying documents as they may deem proper to have printed. 

Mr. Cooke presented the petition of Albert von Ger Mar, pray- 
ing for a donation of land, which was read, and, on motion of Mr. 
Cooke, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Taylor offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Contingent Expenses bein- 
structed to contract for copies of each publication of the Tex- 
as State Gazette, a newspaper published at the City of Austin, 
for the use of the Senate during the session. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the resolution was laid on the table 
one day. 

Mr. Brashear introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the re- 
lief of Frederick Scranton ; 1ead Ist time. 

Mr. Van Derlip offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the portion of the Governor's Message relating 
to the proposed amendments to the Constitution, be referred to 
the Judiciary committee with instructions to report a bill to adopt 
said amendments, and attach the same to the Constitution of the 
State, which was, on motion of Mr. Robertson, laid on the table 
for one day. 

Mr. Robertson offered the foilowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate appoint a standing 
committee on Federal Relations, which was, on motion of Mr. 
Brashear, laid on the table for one day. 

Mr. Portis oTered tae following resolutiot. - 

Resolved, That the officers of the Senate be s mired to furnish 
any of the editors of the newspapers in Texas wi. the usual fa- 
cilities within the bar of the Senate; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o’élock, to-morrow morning. 


94 


Wepwrspay, 10 o’cLock, A. M., Nov. 7, 1849. 


"he Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names : - 

Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Grimes, Gage, Jones, Latimer, Moffett, 
McRae, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Yan Derlip, 
Walker aud Wallace; quorum present. 

‘Nhe journals of the a day were read and adopted. 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of Rcbert W. Marun, pray- 
ing for relief, which was, on ane reterred to the committee 
on Claims and Accounts. without read iuz. 

Mr. Robertson presented tne D of James Hell, which 
was, on motion et alr. Robertson, referred to the conimiftee on 
an Land Chian without resid a, 

. Latimer presente 1 t ie peut ion Tof Mr. J. S. Haw ney, pray- 
ing a be appainted Chapbhals, wialen waa read, an ndon motion of 
Mr. W aliace, kud on the table, 

Mr. Gavo, cn airis vi or the committee on Privileges and Biec- 
tions. mile fhe folluwing report : 

The c umnittee on Pilvilercs and Ulections, excepting Senator 
Wallace, a member thercaf, wiv is a pariy in inteicst, to whem 
Was oud tna e@iection returns for Senator er the 22d Genatori- 
al Doetdict, beg have to repot that the pecking re contains the re 
turns mete io the Chiat Justee of Rusk county, certifying the 
Tesi. 't k f Grac elon ict Zouslorn fiona paeiti ref the cosutics 
Cony OETA ‘| Di dir f, 

Your erimitt.e find that only a pert of the eanntie embraced 
within tue 2d Satoru Distiict. made their retuins to the 
Chief dusuee of Ruk comaty, ae Ue Uwe preeeriued by 
law. and tnat from the durus nle it: tine, Pee Rush 
Wallaze had reesived a majority of F77 votes cover Ure highest 
Opp ras pee Your comuntive, da csti Rene the addi- 
tonal rincas eaataiued iu said prokayo a Had that the fornnr 
mejority of Mr. Wallace is iaeroaced t S87 votes. < 

Your eoimnites mrewitn return the package referred to them, 
anl beg feave to be da ecuarecd from the further consideration «f 
the subject. 

Mr. Portis, chairman of 
the following report: 

Comarrrin Room, November 6, 1819. 
'To the Hon. Joun A. GRIER, 
President of the Senate : 
The committee on Education, to whom was referred “A Bill 


to incorporate Austin College,” have had the same under consi- 


hi 


the commitice on Education, made 
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deration, and have instructed me to report the saine back to the 
Senate, with an amendment to the sixth section of the bill, and 
recommend its passage. The sixth section ef the bill exempts 
from taxation, property to the amount of one hundred thousand. ’ 
dollars, exclusive of the col Hege buildings. 

The committee deem it proper that this exemption should only 
commence from the period at which the institution may Le or- 
ganized. The greater portion of the property which may be ex- 
pected to be donated to this institution must consist of lands. —- 
And although the commitice would in no event recommend a 
tax upon knowlede or interpose what might even be construcd 
into an obstacle to the difusion of intelligence among the pcople. 
yet the numerous applications of a similar character which have 
been made to the preceding L cqisiatures of the State, and may 
hereafter be cxpeeted to be mede, the Hibcratity with which the 
citizens of Tesas donate their lands to the proua tion of the cb- 
jects contemplated by a bili; and the faltres Which have cc- 
curred and will hereafter cecur in the organizi ticn at such in- 
stitutions, have induces d he couunittce tothiak that without the 
amendment which they have propescd should be ade) id, yee 
tracts of land may Le cxewpted fom taxation ter aunmLlercf 
years, without beige apiied to any Leneticial public purpose 
‘The effect of the amendment can work ne great Lardunip. Phe 
high character of the genticnien who have Leen nawed as the 
Board of Tra a affords a vory satis tery grurantee that nei- 
ther industuy, encrey perahilty nl le wautiog in carrying 
speedily into ne reion the contemplated cliceis of the Lil: at 
the same time it atfu:de to the Lo siskature a cunbcud precedent 
to direct tiseir future aciion. PAID Y. PORTI IS. 

Chairman of Co naiitoc e i.duecaton. 

Amendment te the bih section, add, fiom aud afcr ihe organi 
zation of said cohere. 

Mr. Portis froin tac Judiciary coditutioe. midi thy flowing 
report : 

The Judiciary commitice. to whom was referred the petition 
of David S. Ieanfinan and Jane B. Kaunan, | raying that the 
name of Daniel Richardson Kaufiwan Le changed to Danicl 
Kaufman Richardson, bave had the seme under “consideration - 
and have instructed me to report the same back to the Senate 
with a bill, and recommend its passage. 

The President appointed Messrs. Wallace, Van Dertip, Portis, 
Moffett and Latimer a select committee, on the resolution offered 
on yesterday by Mr. Wallace, in relation to the act concerning 
crimes and punishments. 
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A committee from the House, Mr. Fields chairman, invited the 
Senate to a seat in the Representative Hall, on to-morrow at 10 
o’clock, for the purpose of counting the votes for Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor and Commissioner of the General Land 
Office. 

The Senate proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Frederick Scranton ; 
read second time, and on metion of Mr. Brashear, referred to the 
committee on Public Lands. 

The resoiution offered by Mr. Van Derlip on yesterday, re- 
ferring that portion of the Governor's Message relating to the 
proposed amendment of the Constitution to the Judiciary com- 
mittee, &c., was read. 

Mr. Robertson moved to amend by striking out all after the 
word “committee ;” rejected. 

Mr. Robertson then moved to amend, by striking out all after 
the word “committee,” and inserting “ with instructions to re- 
port thereon as soon as practicable.” 

Mr. Wallace offered the following as a substitute tor the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Robertson : 

Strike out all after the word report and insert, 

Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of 
the State of Texas. 

Section 1. Be if resolved by the Legislature of the State 
of Texas, That the Constitution of the State of Texas be so al- 
tered and amended, that the Judges of the Supreme Court, Judges 
of the District Courts, Attorney General, District Attorneys, 
Comptroller of Public Accounts, Treasurer of the State and the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, shall at the expiration 
of their respective terms of office, or in case a vacancy may oc- 
cur in either of them, by death, resignation or otherwise, after 
this amendment takes effect and thereafter, be elected by the qual- 
ified electors of the State in the manner prescribed by law. 

Sec. 2. Be it further resolved, That the election for District 
Judges and District Attorneys shall be confined to their respect- 
ive Districts. 

Mr. Taylor moved to lay the Resolution and amendments on 
the table until Saturday ; lost. 

The question then recurred on the substitute offered by Mr. 
Wallace, for the amendment proposed by Mr. Robertson, which 
was adopted ; the resolution as amended was then adoptcd. 


The resolution offered by Mr. Robertson on yesterday, requir- 
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ing the President to appoint a standing committee on Federal Re- 
lations, Was read; and on motion of Mr. Wallace, was laid on 
the table and made the special order of the day for Friday the 
9th inst. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Taylor on yesterday, instruct- 
ing the committee on Contingent Expenses to contract for co- 
pies of the Texas State Gazette, &c., was read. 

Mr. Robertson moved to amend the resolution by filling the 
blank with “15” and striking out after the word “copies” the 
words “of each publication ” and inserting after the word “ Aus- 
tin” the words “for the use of the President and each member 
of the Senate, three times a week;” adopted. 

The yeas and nays being called on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion as amended, stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Jones, Moffett, McRae, Portis, 
Robertson, Taylor, Truit and Walker; 10. 

Nays: Messrs. Grimes, Gage, Hart, Latimer, Parker, Van Der- 
lip and Wallace; 7. 

So the resolution was'adopted. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Contingent Expenses be in- 
structed to confer with the corresponding committee of the House 
of Representatives, for the purpose of ascertaining the number 
and cost of the newspapers proposed to be taken weekly at the 
expense of the State by the Legislature thereof, during its pre- 
sent biennial session, and report accordingly as early as practica- 
ble; ” adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the Senate adjourned until half- 
past 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Trorspay, half-past 9 A. M., November 8, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. -The fol- 
lowing Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Brashear, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Jones, Latimer, McRae, 
Moffett, Parker, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Walker and 
Wallace. 

The journals of the preceding day were read and adopted. 

Mr. Walker presented the petition of sundry citizens of Dallas 
county, which was,on motion of Mr. Walker, referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims, without reading. 

G 
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Mr. Gage, Chairman of the committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions, made the following report : 


To the Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 

A majority of the comu:ittee on Privileges and Elections, to 
whom was referred the  :, ion of E. M. Pease and the accompany- 
ing documents, herew:' + .eport, that aftera patient and laborious 
investigation of the su. izet committed to them, they have arrived 
at the conclusion exp.cssed in the resolution accompanying this 
report. 

The majority of the committee find that at the recent election 
held in the counties of G.iveston and Brazoria for the election, 
among other officers, ofa Senator to represent the 11th Senatorial 
District, that the whole number of votes polled at said election 
for the office of Senator, in both counties, was 769; that of said 
number E. M. Pease received 393 votes, and John B. Jones re- 
ceived 376 votes. The number of votes polled in the county of 
Galveston for B. M. Pease, was 175, and for John B. Jones, 2:8. 
In the county of Brazoria, B. M. Pease received 218 votes, and 
J. B. Jones 83 votes. 

The Chief Justice of Brazoria county being absent from the 
State upon the return day of said clection, two of the county 
comiuissioners of Brazoria county opered the returns of the va- 
rious precincts, estimated or ascertained the result, and certified 
the same to the Chief Justice of Galveston county, within the 
time prescribed by law. 

it is admitted by both claimants that the Chief Justice of Gal- 
veston county rejected the returns of Brazoria, upon the ground 
that they were not certified by the proper officer, and that he 
granted the certificate of election to John B. Jonzs, upon the re- 
turns of Galveston county, with the exception of the returns of 
one precinct of said county, rejected for informality. 

Tt appears that after the return of the Chief Justice of Brazoria 
county to the State, he proceeded, on the 25th day of September, 
1819, to examine the r: turns, and ascertain the result of the polls 
in his county, and certified the same under his hand and official 
seal to the Chiet Justice of Galveston county, his estimate of the 
result agreeing precisely with the former returns of the county com- 
missioners. ‘The question then arises whether the returns from 
Brazoria county should be excluded from the calculation in esti- 
mating the whole result of the election for Senator of the 11th 
District for the reasons assigned by the officers granting the cer- 
tificate? We think not. Nor do we think that the neglect of 
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managers of one precinct in Galveston’ county to return a list of 
the votes of that precinct should have excluded that return.— 
Other and separate objections have been urged to informalities of 
the returns of two of the precincts in Brazoria county; but as 
there is no evidence to excite the most remote suspicions of fraud 
or unfairness in conducting the election at any precinct, your 
committee feel authorized to regard them as informalities only, 
or rather as Mere omissions of unimportant directery provisions 
of the election law. 

We feel further justified in regarding them in this light, for if 
they were excluded from the calculation entirely, the result would 
only be varied a single vote. The legality of a number of votes 
has also been attacked, and a mass of evidence introduced to 
establish their illegality. The evidence is entirely unsatisfactory 
toa majority of your committee. Out of the number attacked 
for this cause not more than four can be considered doubtful, amd 
ifthrown out would not change the result, A majority of the 
committee have no hesitationin declaring that the will of the 
electors of the 11th district, is plainly and undoubtedly expressed 
in favor of B. M. Fease, for Senator of said district. A separate 
credential of John B. Jones as Senator elect, from a district coni- 
posed of Galveston county alone, was also urged upon the com- 
mittee; but as the same was not referred to them by the Senate, 
it was not regarded as before then for consideration. 

This being the opinion of tie majority of the committee, it is 
NENT EeP “to express any opinion upon that subject; particu- 

larly as an examination aud opinion might render your commit- 

tee liable to censure for assuming power „vested Ly the constitu- 

tion exclusively in a co-ordinate braneh of our State a ernment. 
D. GAGE, Chairman. 


Resolved, That E. M. Pease, having received the majority of 
ail the votes polied in the Senatorial District, composed of the 
counties of Galveston and Brazoria, at the election for Senator 
held therein on the sixth day August, 1549, was then elected, and 
is now entitled to a scat as Senator elect f from said district. 


Mr. Robertson gave notice that he would present a counter re- 
ort. 


Mr. McRae, Chairman of the committee on Contingent Ex- 
penses, made the following report: 

The committee on Contingent E Expenses to whom was Teferred a 
resolution to contract for fifteen copies of the Texas State Gazette, 
tri-weekly, for the President and each member of the Senate, have 
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performed said duty, and report that the number of papers refer- 
red to can be had for three cents a-piece. . 

Mr. Portis, from the Judiciary committee, made the following 
report: 


ComMiTTEE Room, November 8, 1849. 
To Hon. J. A. Greer, President of the Senate: 

The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred that portion 
` of the Governor's message relating to the proposed amendment 
of the Constitution already submitted to the people, with instruc- 
tions to report a Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to 
the Constitution of the State of Texas, have had the same un- 
der consideration, and have instructed me to report the accompa- 
nying two sections of a bill, which they have denominated 
Amendment to the Constitution of the State. 

The committee have deemed it proper that they should be go- 
verned by the spirit and meaning of the resolution and instruc- 
tions referred to them, rather than the exact phraseology of the 
resolution. The object of the Senate was to take speedy action 
upon the amendment to the Constitution already submitted to 
the people, instead of proposing an amendment at this time. The - 
initiatory steps to amend the Constitution have already been 
taken. The amendment was proposed by the last Legislature. 
The question was submitted to the people at the last general elec- 
tion, and the votes of the people thereon have been returned to 
the Secretary of State, who reports to the Legislature that a ma- 
jority of the people have voted in favor of the proposed amend- 
ment. The committee then consider it only necessary that the 
proposed amendment to the Constitution should be submitted to 
the two Houses of the Legislature, after having been read on 
three several days in each House, shall then be voted upon in the 
manner required by the Constitution ; all of which the commit- 
tee recommend to the Senate. 

The committee have also instructed me,.that a number of Se- 
nators and Representatives being desirous to inspect the returns 
of the votes upon the preposed amendment to the Constitution 
of the State, which have been returned to the Secretary of State, 
to report a resolution requiring the Secretary of State immediata- 
ly to lay before the Legislature the returns of the votes which 
have been received by him from each of the counties of this 
State, and which were polled at the last general election, for and 
against the proposed amendment to the Constitution of the State 
of ‘Texas, together with the whole number of those voting for 
representatives, and recommend its passage. This will enable 


101 
Senators and Representatives to examine for themselves the accu- 
racy of the Report of the Secretary of State, and will, perhaps, 
be more perfectly satisfactory to the public at large. 
DAVID Y. PORTIS, 
Chairman. 


Joint Resolution of the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Legislature. 

Amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. McRae, chairman of the committee on Contingent Ex- 
penses, made the following report: 

The committee on Contingent Exxpenses who were instructed 
to make arrangements to pay F the Post Master out of the Contin- 
gent fund for the use of the Senate the postage on any and all 
newsp: ipers and public documents on which postage is required 
by law to be paid, which may be sent through the post office by 
the members of the Senate during the present session, report duty 
performed. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to be entitled an act to provide for 
the payment of jurors; read first time. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee of five on the part of the Senate 
be appointed to act with snch committee as shall be appointed on 
the part of the House of Representatives, who shall be required 
to report a bill as early as practicable, providing for the appor- 
tionment of Senators and Representatives in the Legislature, uu- 
der the census taken in the year 1848. 

Mr. Van Derlip moved to lay the resolution on the table; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor it was laid on the table for one day. 

Mr. Robertson moved that a committee be appointed to inform 
the House of Representatives that the Senate accept their invita- 
tion to meet them in the Representative Hall at 10 o’clock to-day, 
for the purpose of counting the votes for Governor and Lieut. 
Governor; carried. 

Messrs. ‘Robertson, Moffett and Gage were appointed said com- 
mittee, who retired and performed said duty. 

Mr. Jones presented a communication from Memucan Hunt, in 
relation to his claims against the Government, which was read 
and on- motion of Mr. Jones referred to the committee on Claims 
and Accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate took recess for five mi- 
nutes, preparatory to mecting the House for the purpose of count- 

ing the votes for Governor and Lieutenant-Governor. 

Senate cal.ed to order, quorum present. 
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Senate repaired to the Representative Hall; roll called, quo- 
rum present. 

Mr. Portis was appointed teller on the part of the Senate. 

The two Houses then proceeded to count the votes; whereupon 
the Speaker announced that for Governor, P. H. Bell received 
ten thousand three hundred and nineteen votes, (10,319,) Geo. T. 
Wood received eight thousand seven hundred and sixty-four 
votes, (8.764.)and John T. Mills received two thousand, six hun- 
dred and thirty-two votes, (2,632.) 

Por Liev.enant-Governor, John A. Greer received ten thou- 
sand five hundred and nincty-uine votes, (10,599,) and James W., 
Henderson received six thousand nine hundred and thirteen votes, 
(6,913) and M. T. Ue received one thousand two hundred 
and eighty-nine votes, (1,2>9.) . 

P. H. Ball having ee the greatest number of votes, was 
declared by the Spe aker duty and constitmiona!ly elected Covent: 
or for the term of two years Ire om the regular time of installation. 

The Sonate returned tot heir chamber, and on motion of Mr, 
Robertsen, adjourned untl 3 o'vtock, p. m. 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate mot roll calle |, {HORT | present. 

Abe to be entitled an act to chinge permanently the name of 
Diwus Riehard-on Kanfman to Deniel Kaufman Richardson ; 

A Gan to le entitled an ct to incorparate the Austin Coll exe, 
tosether i ith the re port of the coauuittee of Pducation, offering 
gu anre riment to the Oth: eZ) mwas read, and the r report adopted. 

Mr. Yah Destin fored the Diewe as a snbstitute for the Sth 
spetton, 

-Spo De Doi furener Cie ‘od, Tiata site not exceeding 329 
reres er dondand tia Col oe buildines and hhvary are hereby 
declared exe mt irom fer. tonu upon tae adoption of whieh the 
vogs and nave wore cu ned, ool sta i: tong: ; 

Yous: Pos ah ghean eke, Gan, Grimes, Hart, Jones, 
Latimer. MoR Maht Parser, Tay! lor, Tr uit, Van Derlip, 
Talker and Wai Une eto. 

Nays: Mesers, Robertson and Portis; 2: adopted. 
- Grims offered the following amendment to the 12th sec- 


y 


"q 


tion: 
Proviled. That if any trustee who may be present at the 


making of any contract, shall protest In writing against the mak- 
ing of snch co: ifract, or not being present, shall ‘within thirty days 
next thereafter, ma ake such protest he shall-not be liable in any 
manner for or on account of such contract. 
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The report of the committee on Privileges and Elections, rela- 
tive to the election returns for Senator of 22d Senatorial District, 
was read and adopted. 

-On motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Fripay, 10 o'cuock, A. M. November, 9th, 18 £9. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 

Mr. A. IL Phillips, Senator from the 15th district, appeared, 
presented his credentials aud took the oath of office. On calling 
the roll the following Senators answered to their pames : 

Messrs. Brashear, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Jones. Latimer, McRae, 
Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van 
Derlhp, Walker and Wallace. Quorun present. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. McRae presented the pention of Robert Giloniy which 
way read, and, on motion of Mr. McRae, referred to the comnattee 
on Private Land Claims. ` 

Mr. Latimer presented the petition of Edward West. late 
Shai of Red River county, which was read, aud, on motion of 
Mr. Latuner, rel ferred to the cstmuinittee on Finance. 

air. Walker preseated a peutien fiom the citizess of Dallas 
county, Which was, ou medon of Mr. Waker cad on the table 
Without reading. . 

Mr. Rolortson, from the ec unmiltee on Priviieges and Elec- 
tions, made the loiluwiug counter report: 


To the ion, Joux A. GRBER,- 
President of the Nenute ?: 

The undersigned, a minority of the committee on Privileges 
and Electio +s. to whom was relerrcd the petition of B. M. Pease, 
(with acco wpanying decuments,) contesting the seat of the Hon. 
John B. Jones in your body, would respectfully repart, that he 
does not differ in opinion with the report of a majority of said 
committee, if the positious assumed by them are admitted to be 
correct, which he cannot do conscientiously, entertaining the ideas 
he does of the duty imposed upon him by his sworn ‘obligation 
to support the Constitution. The report of the majority assumes 
the position that the committee could not take into considera- 
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tion the certificate offered by said Jones, of his election to the 
Senate from the county of Galveston, under the constitutional 
apportionment. 

The undersigned believes that the question referred to the 
committee was, whether or not J. B. Jones is entitled to his seat 
as a Senator in the third Legislature of this State, and, conse- 
quently, that the credentials presented by said Jones were pro- 
perly before the committee. The refusal of the Presidentof the 
Senate to receive the credentials of said Jones cannot, it is be- 
lieved, in the slightest degree affect the legality, or impeach the 
validity of those credentials, for the Constitution expressly de- 
clares that each House shall be the judge of the election and 
qualification of its own members. How can the Senate judge of 
the election or qualifications of its members before the Senate it- 
self has been organized? Most clearly, then, there had been no 
rejection of J. B. Jones’ credentials by the Senate, nor had their 
validity ever been questioned even by any Senator in his place 
up to the time of the reference of the matter to the committee. 

It appears to the undersigned that the grounds taken by the 
majority of the committee, if carried out, would deprive the 
Senate of the constitutional right to judge of the qualifications 
and electicn of its own members. The undersigned is clearly of 
opinion that the credentials of John B. Jones were properly and 
fully before the committee, and that by virtue of said credentials 
he is legally and constitutionally entitled to his seat in the Senate. 
The citizens of the Senatorial District, which Mr. Jones claims 
to represent, have their rights to that representation secured to 
them by the solemn guarantees of the Constitution of this State ; 
no constitutional change having been made in their Senatorial 
District. 

Aware of the great and momentous principles involved in these 
questions, the undersigned, with great diffidence, submits to the 
honorable Senate this report. 

J. B ROBERTSON, 
The Minority of the Committee. 


Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend an 
act regulating fees of office, passed 20th March, 1848; read first 
time. 

Mr._Walker introduced a joint resolution proposing an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the State of Texas; read first time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
the act to incorporate the town of San Augustine ; read first time. 

Mr, Gage introduced a preamble and joint resolutions instruct- 
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ing our Senators and requesting our Representatives to urge upon 
the Congress of the United States the passage of a law for the 
removal of Indians ; ; read first time. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Governor of the State be requested to trans- 
mit to the Senate thereof, copies of all correspondence between 
himself and the President, or any department of the Govern- 
ment or any officer or agent of the United States, and between 
himself andthe Judge or District Attorney of the 11th judicial 
district of this State, relative to that portion of the public domain 
of the State of Texas, including the whole or auy part of the 
county of Santa Fé in said State; adopted. 

Mr. Truit offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That so much of the message of the Governor as 
relates to a division of the Supreme Court, so as to hold a session 
in the east, in the middle, and in the west, be referred to the Judi- 
ciary Committee, with instructions to take the same under con- 
sideration and report by bill or otherwise, as they may think 
proper ; adopted. 


Senate proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Resolution requiring the President to appoint a standing com- 
mittee on Federal Relations; read and adopted. 

Resolution to raise a committee on Apportionment was read, 
and on motion of Mr. Portis Jaid on the tabie. 

The report of the committee on Contingent Expenses in rela- 
tion to the contracting for the Texas State Gazette, was read and 
adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change permanently the name of 
Daniel Richardson Kaufman to Daniel Kaufman Richardson ; 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the majority of the committee on Privileges and 
Elections in relation to the contested election- for Senator in the 
11th Senatorial District, accompanied by a minority report and 
R accompanying the report of the majority, were 
read. 

On motion of Mr. Portis the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock, 
P. M. 

i 3 ocLocK, P. Me 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present: 

Question on the adoption of the majority report of the com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections, relative to the contested elec- 
tion of Senator for the 11th Senatorial District. Mr. Portis 
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moved to recommit the petition and report to the committee on 
Privileges and Elections ; upon which motion the yeas and nays 
were called and stood thus: 

Yeas— Messrs. Portis and Robertson—2. 

Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Gaze, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Moifett, Parier , Phillips, Taylor, Van Derlip, Walker 
and Wal ace ay lost. The question then recurred on the 
adoption of the report which was carried. 

The resolution accompanying the majority report of the com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections, was then read and adopted. 

Ar. Portis resented the petition of Mr. Jabn B. Jones accom- 
panied by certificate of his election as Senator from Galveston 
county, which were read and on motion of Mr. Portis referred to 
the committee on Fe and Elections. 

On motionof že. Phillips Mr. Pease, Senator from the 11th 
Senatorial Dis cae came forward, tock the oath prescriLed by the 
Constitution and his seat. 

he minority report of the committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tiers wasrezd and on motion of Mr. Robertson kid on the table. 

The President appomted JZessis, Robertson, A/offett, Brashear, 
Latimer and Kinney a committee on icderal Relations, 

‘Phe report of the Judiciary committee on a resoiution relative 
to the amendn ent cf the Constitution, read, and on motion of 
rar. Gace lanl onthe tab'e 

Jomt resolution relative to the amendment to the Constitution ; 
nal fist thre. 

Jointieschowp collivg on the Secretary of State for certain in- 
fermat teni eed nit Ce. 

Teyta, tren the committee on Bogress d Bills, reported 
geor “yen esef e A Milto change permanentiy the name of 
Deniel Ricka on Kanfen to Panel Kantman Richardson.” 

Sty, Moet  aruen cf the committee on Euerossed Kills, re- 
ported a Pil to mexporate the Austin Collee es cor rectly 
corr sved, 

A nL to be entitled an act to provide for the payment of jurors; 

ead s eond time. and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the 
i a Lavy CONMBILLE?, 

A bil to be eutitled an act to incorporate the Austin College ; 
read third true and passed by the following vote : 

Yeas— Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Gage. Gaimes, Hart, Latimer, 
MeRae, Motiett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, 
Van Derlip and Wallace—18. 

Nays —Mr. Walker—1. 

Mr. Pease asked to be excused from voting for the reason that 
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he had jnst taken his seat and had had no opportunity to examine 
the provisious of the bill—-excused. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, Mr. Walker was added to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

The President appointed Mr. Pease to occupy the position of 
Mr. Jones on the various standing committees. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace the Senate adjourned until 19 
o’clock to-morrow. 


Satrrpay, 10 o'clock, A. AL, November 10th, 1S 19. 


The Senate vas called to order by the President. ” The foliow- 
ing Senators answered to their names 

Messrs, Brashear, Coone, Gage, Gin s, Hart, Latimer, MORC, 
Mofiett, Parker, Pease, Pinis , Porus, La bertse n, Tayler, Trui 
it, Van PDerlhp, Walker and Wal: penen oan present. 

The Sours of the preecdipe Gay were dead aud it] ted, 

E Gage Chairmen of the Camimitiee cu Piivieges aud Dil- 

etions made the ioilowing report : 


ie fon, Jenn A. Gren 
Fe, a [Sener . 

President or owe: 

A majority f the cortnutee ou yi 
whom was referred the addiss of Joh 


, 
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y ? 
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Sipa of 
ator hom Calisten eonnty aloce, mdaereeseottethri 
Ji-tice of sma eosnty, batitan eleeren belden in the c auty 
ef Galveston en the mst onday ith dey) of Augu t P919, 
for a Sena'er in the Leelvatiuie of the state of Pexes, Jc aa B. 
Jones received for sad onice, two hond.aeda q etehity dunt veus” 
and that B. M, Peuse received for said cilice. one Lundr d anl 
seventy-five as lesnectully repot that under an abirey ap- * 
porGoniuent er S naton nede ly the censtituien of the blate, 
Galveston coun’ y war a Senatorial district, and so continued to 
be under He eensttuton “unul the frt cuumeration as } 10- 
vided for” therein was made, and no longer. 

'The 31st section of the 3d article of the censtitution, declares 
that the whole number of Senators shall at the nez session after 
the several periods of making the enumetaton, be fixed by the 
Legislature, and apportioned among the several districts to be 
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established by law according to the number of qualified electors. 
In accordance with an act passed by the Legislature of the 
State at its first session, an enumeration of the qualified electors 
was wade, and at the next session, the whole number of Senators 
was fixed by the Legislature and apportioned among the several 
districts then established by law, according to the number of 
qualified electors. The equitable apportionnient then made is 
the only one upon the statute book. Itentirely supercedes the 
temporary, unequal and constrained apportionment made by the 
Constitution, under which John B. Jones, Esq., claims the right 
to a seat as Senator from Galveston county. It has wnited the 
counties of Galveston and Brazoria, and of them formed the 
Senatorial district now represented in the Senate by the Hon. 
E. M. Pease, under a recent and unequivocal decision of the 
Senate. ` 
There is no provision made by law under which Galveston 

county is entitled to a sole, separate Senator in the present Legis- 
lature of the State. The “county of Galveston forms part only 
of a Senatorial district of the Eleventh Senatorial District of the 
State, and the certificate of the Chief Justice of Galveston coun- 
ty docs not entitle said Jobn B. Jones, Esg., to a seat as Senator 
elect from said district or from any other Senatorial District 
whatsoever. The majority of the committee therefore recom- 
meud that the further consideration of the said claim of John B. 
Jones, Bsq., be indefinitely postponed. 

D. GAGE, Chairman, 

A. G. WALKER, 

B. RUSH WALLACE. 


Mr. Walker introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of the citizens of Mercer’s Colony—read Ist time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a Bill to be entitled an act to estab- 
lish the mileage and per diem pay of the Electors of President 
and Vice President of the United States—read Ist time. 

Mr. Taylor introduced a Joint Resolution granting further 
time for the payment of Government dues and the return of field 
notes—read Ist time. 

Mr. Pease offered the following resolution : 


Resolved that the President appoint a committee of three to 
report Joint Rules for the government of the two Houses of the 
Legislature, and that the House be requested to appoint a like 


committee to act jointly with the committee of the Senate— 
adopted. ` 
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Messrs. Pease, Taylor and Moffett were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Walker introduced a bill to be entitled an act to repeal 
an act prescribing the punishment for cutting down, carrying 
away or destroying trees or timber upon any land without the 
consent of the owner—read first time. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Senate will daily adjourn until o'clock 
A. M., of the ensuing day unless a different time be specified in 
the motion to adjourn. On motion of Mr. Pease the blank was 
filled with “10”. The resolution as amended was adopted. 

Mr. Moffett introduced a Joint Resolution requiring the Su- 
preme Court to adjudicate all criminal cases before it for adjudi- 
cation, first—read first time, 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


» A bill to be entitled au act to change permanently the name 
of Daniel Richardson Kaufman to Daniel Kaufman Richardson 
—read third time and passed. 

Joint Resolution relative to the amendment of the Constitu- 
tion—read second time and on motion of Mr. Robertson referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary with instructions to enquire 
ist. What offices will be vacant if any—2d. To provide for that 
contingency in the most practicable manner until the election by 
the peuple. 

Joint Resolution calling on the Secretary of State for certain 
information—read second time. 

Mr. Van Derlip offered the following as a substitute : 

Resolved, That tne House -of Representatives be requested to 
furnish the Senate with the report of the Secretary of State, 
accompanying the Governor’s Message and all other papers in 
their possession relating to the vote ‘of the people upon the pro- 
posed amendment to the Constitution. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the resolution and substitute were 
laid on the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act regulating fees 
of offices passed 20th March, 1848—read second time, and on 
motion of Mr. Walker referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Joint Resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives to urge upon “the Congress of the United States 
the passage of a law for the removal of Indians—read first time 


and on motion of Mr. Gage referred to the committee on Indian 
Affairs. i 
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A bill to be entitled an act to amend the act to incorporate 
the town of San Augustine—read second time and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

The Report of the majority of the committee on Privileges 
and Electicns cn the memorial of John B. Jones was read and 
adopted by .. following vote: 

Yeas.-- “t-ssrs. Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Tart, Latimer, McRae, 
Moffett. Perker, Phillips, Taylor, T'rnit, Waiker and W allace.— 
13, 

‘Nays. -—Mesers, Brashear, Pease, Portis, Robertson, and Van 
Derlip.—s. 

A message was received from the Governor through his pri- 
vate Secretary presenting two communications in writing, which 
were read aud on motion of Mr. Parker, made the order of the 
day for Monday the Ith inst. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear the Senate adjourned. 


Monpay, 10 o'clock, A. M, November 12th, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the Prosident —Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, McRae, 
Motett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Trait, Van 
Derlip, Walker, and s allace—guorum picsent. 

The Journal of the preeeding day was read and adopted. 

ot wotion of Mr. Walker, Mr. Parker was excused from at- 

u kwes on the Sonate øn account of sickness. 

“Mr. Cooke prsented the petition of Benjamin Bryant, praying 
that certain children therein named be levitimated : read, aud, 
oa notion of Mr. aes referred, together with a bill to logiu- 
mate said children, to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of B. J. Thompson for the 
heirs of Patsy Lewis, which was read, aud, on motion of Mr. 
Wallace, referred, together with accompanying documents, to 
the co: mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Phillips presented the petition of James Taylor, praying 
fora league of ‘land, which was read, and, on motion of Mr. 
Phillips, Teverred, together with accompanying documents, to the 
con mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of citizens of San Augus- 
tine, praying for relief of Win. B. Andrews; read, and, on mc~ 
tion of Mr. “Wallace, referred to the committee on Claims and 
Accounts. 
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Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported correctly engrossed a bill to amend an act to incorpo- 
rate the town of San Augustine. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported on the petition of R. Gilleily. 

Mr. Walker introduced a bill tor running and establishing 
correctly the line between Nacogdoches aud Fannin Land Dis- 
tricts; read first time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill for serving writs or other pro- 
cess upon Sheriffs; read first time. 

Mr. Portis introduced a bil? to amend the third section of an 
act providing for the transfer of the records of adiniuistrators te 
the new counties ; read first time. 

Mr. Moffett introduced a joint resolution te provide for the ap- 
prehension of Wiliiam Arthur and George A. Davis; read first 
time. 

Mr. Portis offered the following preamble and recointion : 

Whereas, it appears from tie publication of Thos. Win. 
Ward, late Commissioner of the General Land Oifice of the 
State of Texas, that counterfeit Texas land patents, with his sig- 
nature as Commissioner cfthe General Laud Otice forged, have 
been put in market for sale, 

Be it therefore resolved, That the committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to enqnire into the speecdiest and best method of 
detecting and preventing the further sale and circulation of said 
forged ‘Texas land patents, and that they report by Lill or other- 
wise; adopted. 

Mr. Robertson introduccd a bill to rezu’ste feriies ; read first 
time. 

Mr. Truit offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Finance be instructed to en- 
quire into the expediency of reducing the State tax ; also, chang- 
ing the mode of assessing and collecting the same : also, the pro- 
pricty of exempting from paying a poll tax each and every free 
male person over the age of forty-five years, and that they report 
by bill or otherwise as they may deem expedient; adopted. ~ 

A message was received from the Louse of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, Mr. Hill, informing the Senate that 
Messrs. Bryan, Tarver and Johnson had been appointed a com- 
mittee, on the part of the House, to revise and amend the ‘rules of 
the House and joint rules of the two Houses, to act with a similar 
committee appointed by the Senate; also; that Geo. S. Menefee 
had been elected Second Assistant Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 
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The Senate proceeded to the 
. ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to amend the act to incorporate the town of San Augus- 
tine ; read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution granting further time for the payment of gov- 
ernment dues and return of field notes; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to répeal an act entitled an act prescribing the punish- 
ment for cutting down, carrying away or destroying trees or tim- 
ber upon any land without the cpnsent of the owner; read sec- 
ond time, 

On motion of Jr. Brashear, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The following report from Mr. Robertson, chairman of the 
committee on Private land Claims, was read and adopted : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of R. Gilletly, praying for the privilege of rais- 
inga location of the head-right of Spencer Osborn made in 1835, 
and for the privilege of relocating the same on vacant public do- 
main, have had the same under consideration, and after a thorough 
exan ination of the case, have come to the conclusion to report 
the natter tothe Senate without any action on their part, and 
recommend its reference to the committee on the Judiciary ; 
adopted. £ 

A bill to establish the per diem pay of the Electors of Pres- 
ident and Vice President of the United States ; read second time. 

Jr. Wallace moved to refer it to the committee on the Judicia- 
ry; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on Finance. 

Joint resolution requiring the Supréine Court to adjudicate all 
criminal cases before it for adjudication, first; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the Judiciary com- 
mittee. 

A bill for the relief of the citizens of Mercer’s colony; read 
second time, and, 

On motion of Afr. Walker, referred to the committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, a joint resolution calling on the Sec- 
retary of State for certain information, together with the substi- 
tute offered as an amendment by Mr. Van Derlip, was taken up; 
read, and amendment adopted. The resolution was then adopted. 

A message was received from the Governor, through his Pri- 
vate Secretary, Mr. Brewster, presenting the following communi- 
cation : i 
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- ExecuTive Orrice, Nov. 12, 1849. 
To the Honorable Senate : 

Gentlemen—In obedience to a request contained in a resolution 
of your Honorable body communicated to me under date of the 
9th instant, I have the honor herewith to-transmit all the corres- 
pondence between myself and “the President cr any Depart- 
ment of the Government, or any officer or agent of the United 
States,” and between myself and the Judge or District Attorney 
of the Eleventh Jndicial District of said State, relative to that 
portion of the public domain of the State of Texas including the 
_ whole or any part of the county of Santa Fe in said State. 

I have the honor to be, 
Your Ob’t Serv’t, 
GEO. T. WOOD. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the communication and accompany- 
ing documents were referred to the committee on Federal Rela- 
tions. 

Mr. Gage offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Printing and Contingent 
Expenses be instructed to contract for the printing of 1500 co- 
pies of the Governor’s message ; also, an equal number of the 
reports of the Secretary of State, Attorney General and Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, for the use of the Senate, 
hereby rescinding the resolution of the 6th instant imposing the 
performance of this duty on said committee, on the part of the 
House of Representatives, there being no such committee, on 
the part of the House , adopted. ` 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned, 


Turespay, 10 ocLock, A. M. November 13th, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. The follow- 
ing Senators present : ; 

Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, 
Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van 
Derlip, Walker and Wallace—quorum present. The journals 
of the preceding day were read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, Mr. Matthias Ward, Senator from 
the first Senatorial District, came forward, took the oath pre- 
scribed by the Constitution and his seat. 

H 
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‘Mr. Burleson, Senator from the sixteenth Senatorial District, 
presented his credentials, took the oath of office and his seat. _ 
Mr. Walker presented the petition of sundry citizens of Dal- 
las county; read, and, on motion of Mr. Walker, referred to a 
special committee. Messrs. Walker, Hart and Cooke were ap- 
pointed said committee. , 

Mr. Cooke presented the petition of Thomas Ward ; read, and, 
on motion of Mr. Cooke, referred to the committee on Contin- 
gent Expenses, with accompanying documents. 

Mr. McRae presented the petitions of Willie Faircloth, Elbert 
Hines and David S. Kaufman, executors of Daniel L. Richard- 
son, deceased, praying that certain slaves be emancipated ; read, 
and, on motion of Mr. McRae, reterred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Grimes, from the committee on Finance; Mr. McRae, 
from the committee on Printing and Contingent Expenses; Mr 
Gage, from the committee on Private Land Claims, severally 
made reports, which were read, aud placed among the orders of 
the day. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend an 
act authorizing and requiring the county courts to regulate roads, 
appoint overseers, &c. ; read first time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to punish officers guilty of ex- 
tortion ; read first time. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Printing and Contingent 
Expenses be authorised to subscribe for the “Sonth-Western 
American,’ a paper published at this place, to the amount of fif- 
teen copies for each membe. of the Senate, during the present 
session of the Legislature; which was, on motion of Afr. Phil- 
lips, laid on the table for one day. í 

Mr. Taylor offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Finance take into consider- 
ation the expediency of the passage of a law to authorize and re- 
quire the Commissioner of the’ General Land Office to receive 
gold and silver at the rate of one dollar thereof for five dollars 
in Texas Promissory Notes, for all government dues and patents 
for land, and report by bill or otherwise ; adopted. 

Mr. Wallace otfered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary committee be instructed to en- 
quire into, and report by bill or otherwise, upon the expediency 
of providing by law for vesting in the District Attorneys of the 
State, power to prosecute by information in all cases of offence 


below the grade of felony ; adopted. 


e 
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Mr. Pease introduced a bill relative fo land claims belonging to 
the heirs of deceased soldiers, to which they are entitled under 
the laws of the late Republic of Texas; read first time. , 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to authorize apd empower all 
State, District and County officers to continue to perform the du- 
ties of their respective offices until their snecessc vs shall be elect- 
ed and qualified according to law ; read first time. 

The Senate proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to provide for the running and establishing correctly the 
line between Nacogdoches and Fannin land districts ; read second 
time, and, cn motion of Mr. Walker, referred to the committee on 
County Boundaries, together with the petition of the citizens of 
Dallas county, which was presented by him and laid on the table 
on the 9th inst. 

A bill to regulate ferries ; read second time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Robertson, referred to the committee on Roads, Bridges 
and Ferries. 

A bill to amend the third section of act providing for the trans- 
fer of the records of administrators to new counties, approved 
May 13th, 1846; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Por- 
tis, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Joint resolution to provide for the apprehension of William 
Arthur and Geo. A. Davis; read second time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Grimes, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Report of the Finance committee on joint resolution extend- 
ing the time for the payment of government dues and return of 
field notes; read, and, on motion of Mr. Robertson, laid on the 
table until Thursday, 15th inst. ` 

A bill to provide for serving writs or ‘other process upon 
sherifis ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, re- 
feyed to the committee on the Judiciary. ' 

Report of the committee on Indian Affairs on joint resolution 
instructing our Senators and requesting our Representatives to 
urge upon the Congress of the United States the passage of a 
Jaw for the removal of Indians; read, and, on motion of Mr. 
Brashear, laid on the table, together with the joint resolution, for 
one day. 

The following report from Mr. McRae, chairman of the com- 
mittee on Printing and Contingent Expenses, was read and 
adopted : = 

The committee on Printing and Contingent Expenses, to 
whom was referred the resolution of the Senate, instructing said 


. 
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committee to contract for 1500 copies of the Governor’s message; 
also, an equal number of the reports of the Secretary of State, 
Attorney General and of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, for the use of the Senate, beg leave to report that they 
have contracted with the “ Texas State Gazette” for the number 
called for by the reSolution, at the following rates: one-third of a 
cent per page, to be furnished in pamphlet form. 

The report from the committe on Private Land Claims was 
read as follows: 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of James Hall, with accompanying documents, 
have had the same under consideration, and a majority of said 
committee have instructed me to report that from an examination 
of the proof and vouchers that accompany the petition, the case 
apnears to be a meritorious one, and one of that character that 
wor’ d commend itself to the favorable consideration of the Senate. 
But in the opinion of a majority of the committee the 11th arti- 
cle of the Constitution forever bars this character of claims; un- 
der which view of the matter, the committee report the petition” 
back to the Senate and reccommend that it be laid on the table. 

Report adopted, and petition laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the petition of Mr. J. S. Hawley 
was taken up, and, by leave, he withdrew the same. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the resolution to raise a committee 
on Apportionment was taken up. 

Mr. Yan Derlip moved to lay it on the table until Monday next; 
lost. 

The yeas and nays being called, on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion, stood thus: 

Yeas— Messrs. Brasheer, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Taylor, Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace—12. 

Nays — Messrs. Moffett, Phillips, Portis, Robertson and Van 
Derlip—5 ; adopted. . 

Mr. Wallace offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives be respectfully 
requested, through the Speaker thereof, to transmit to the Senate 
all such information, in relation to the State Prison or Peniten- 
tiary, as was furnished them by the Governor of the State in the 
documents accompanying his last message; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the Senate adjourned. 


+ 
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WepnespAy, 10 o’clock, a. m., Nov. 14, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President: the follow- 
Senators present—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Gage, Grimes, 
Hart, Latimer, , McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robert- 
son, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Walker ard Wallace. The 
journals read and adopted. 

Mr. H. Clay Davis, Senator from the Twenty-first Sentorial 
District, came forward, presented his credentials, and took the 
oath of office aud his seat. 

Mr. Phillips, from the Judiciary committee ; Mr. Taylor, from 
the committee on County Boundaries; Mr. Walker, from the 
committee on Private Land Claims; Mr. Robertson, from the 
committee on Private Land Claims, and Mr. Walker, chairman 
of the Select committee, severally made reports. 

Mr. Walker offered the following resolution ; 

Resolved by the Senate, That the Secretary of State be re- 
quested to furnish the Senate such information as may be in his 
possession, in relation to suifs instituted by the State against the 
contractors of the colonies of Peters and his associates and of 
Charles Fenton Mercer and his associates; whether said con- 
tracts bave been declared forfeited or not. Adopted. 

Mr. Van Derlip offered the following preamble and resolution : 


Whereas, It appears, from the oflicial correspondence of 
Spruce M. Baird, Judge of the District Court of the Eleventh 
Judicial District of this State with the Executive Depaitment of 
the State, that a military government has been established by the 
authority of the Government of the United States over the inha- 
bitants of that portion of the territory of Texas, known as the 
t county of Santa Fe.” Aud, 

Whereas, The Military Commandant of the United States 
troops in said county has declared that he will sustain said mili 
tary government ai every hazard until otherwise directed by the 
Federal Government of the United States, thereby preventing 
the civil orgauization of said county under the provisions of the 
Constitution aud laws of this State. Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That a Special Joint committee consisting cf 
three members of the Senate to act in conjunction with such 
committee as may be appointed by the House of Representatives, 
be appointed to prepare a remonstrance and protest of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Texas against the further continuance of 

said military government, to be laid before the Congress of the 
United States. Adopted. 
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Messrs. Van Derlip, Portis and Wallace were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following resolution ; 

Resolved, That the Senate elect a chaplain for and during 
the present session. — f 

Mr. Grimes moved to lay the resolution on the table, upon 
which the yeas and nays weie called, and stood: 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Moifett, Van Derlip and 
Wallace—6. 

Nays: Messrs. Brash:ar, Burleson, Davis, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Trait, Ward 
and Walker—14. Lost. 

Resolution th.. adopted by the following vote: 

Yeas: Mossrs. Brashear, Buriesou, Davis, Hert, Latimer, 
McRae, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Ward 
and Walker—Lf. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Moffett, Yan Derlip and 
Wallace— 5. 

Ou motion of Mr. Brashear, Saturday was appointed a day 
for the clection of Chaplain. 

On motone” Mr, Robertson, Mr. Davis was added to the 
committee on cdilitary Atfuirs, and to the committee on Indian 
Affairs. : 

On motion of Mr. Walker, Mr. Cooke was added to the com- 
mittee on Public Lands, 

Mr. Robertson presented the petition of Charles G. Bryant, 
which was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, referred to the committee on 
Military Affairs. 

The President appointed Messrs. Giimes, Latimer, Pease, Yan 
Derlip and Moffett a committee on Appoitionmeut, on the part of 
the Senate, . 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to regulate motions f ” costs in 
civil actions; read first time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to authorize and require Judges 
of the District Courts to hold special sessions thereof in certain 
cases ; read first time. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, Mr. Benjamin F. Hill, informing the 
Senate that the House had passed the following bills, viz; 


A bill to extend the Eastern boundary of the State of Texas, 
so as to include within its limits the Westeru half of Sabine 
Pass, Lake and River up to-the 32° of North latitude. 
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A bill to amend an act to establish and incorporate the Ruters- 
ville College, approved Feb. 5th, 1840. And, 

A bill appropriating five thousand dollars for the contingent 
expenses of both Houses of the Legislature. Also, 

Transmitting to the Senate the report of the Secretary of. 
State, with accompanying documents, the reports of the Attorney 
General, Commissioner of the General Land Office, Adjutant 
General, and Directors of the Penitentiary. 

The Senate proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to punish officers guilty of extortion ; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to authorize and empower the State, District and County 
officers to perform the dutics of their respective offices until their 
succes ‘ors shall be elected and qualified, according to law; read 
second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

A bill, relative to land claims belonging to the heirs of deceas- 
ed soldiers, to which they are ent:.ied under the laws of the late 
Republic of Texas; read second time. and, 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to amend an act authorizing and requiring the county 
courts to regulate roads, appoint overseers, é&c.; read second 
time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred tothe committee on Roads, 
Bridges and Ferries. , 

The following report from Mr. Gage, one of the committee on 
Indian Affairs, was read. 


. CoMMITTEC Room, Nov. 12, 1849. 
To the Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 
President of the Senate. 

The committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred a joint 
resolution instructing our Senators aud requesting our Repre- 
sentatives to urge upon the Congress of the United States the 
passage of a law for the removal of Indians, have had the same 
under consideration. 

The subject of onr Indian relations is one of vast importance 
to the people of Texas. Onr situation, in reference to the In- 
dian tribes within our limits, is peculiar and different from that 
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of any of the new States. Our State has declared, by a joint 
resolution of the first Legislature, that “ we recognize no title in 
the Indian tribes resident, within the limits of the State, to any 
portion thereof, and that we recognize no right in the Govern- 
ment of the United States to make any treaty of limits with said 
Indian tribes without the consent of the Government of this 
State.” 

This resolution had reference only to those tribes who proper- 
ly belonged to Texas, and not to those northern tribes who have, 
within the last eighteen years, intruded thewselves upon this 
State without the permission of any of the Governments, who 
have exe“ ised jurisdiction here, during that time. These latter 
tribes are not recognized as having even the right of occupancy 
to any portion of the lands within our limits—a portion of them 
having intruded here from the United States, while Texas form- 
ed a part of Mexico, and while she was an independent Repub- 
lic, in violation of the stipnlations of a treaty between the Unit- 
ed States and Mexico, waich continued in force between the 
United States and ‘Texas after the independence of the latter ; 
and a portion of them having intruded on ‘Texas since annexa- 
tion, without the permission or consent of our State authorities, 

‘The thirty-third article of a treaty of amity, commerce and 
navigation, cancluded between the, United States of America and 
the Umted Mexican States, on the 5th day of April, 1831, de- 
clares: “ That both parties bind themselves expressly to res- 
train, by force, all hostilities and incursions on the yart of the 
Indian uatious living within their respective boundaries.” Not- 
withstanding the solemn stipulations of this treaty, the United 
States concluded a treaty with the Caddo nation of Indians, on 
the first day of July, 19%5, by which the latter ceded to the for- 
mer, “ all those lands which were situated on and adjoining the 
line between Mexico and .he United States,and bound themselves 
to remove out of the boundaries of the United States and the 
territories belonging and appertaining thereto, within the period 
of one year after the signing of the said treaty, and never more 
to return to live, settle or establish themsélves as a native tribe 
or community within tae same ;” although it was well known, 
at the time this treaty was made, that a part of said Caddo nation 
had already erossed over the line into Texas, and that the rest 
of the nation intended doing so, 

Since the conelusion of the aforesaid treaty, of the 5th April, 
a large number of the Cherokee, Kickapoo, Coshattee, Shawnee, 
Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, Seminole, Delaware, Caddo and 
other tribes have forcibly entered into the tenitory of Texas, and 
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have taken up their residence therein. These tribes have ac. 
tually waged war upon our citizens, and have constantly iricited 
the Comanches and other wild tribes to acts of hostility. 

By the establishment of our independence, Texas succeeded 
to all the rights and ‘obligations of Mexico under the said treaty 
of the 5th of April, 1831; and she had the same right, during 
her existence as an independent nation, as Mexico had previous 
thereto, to call upoa the United States to restrain, by force, all 
hostilities and incursions upon our territory by the tribes before 
named. Our position, in reference to those northern tribes, has 
not been changed by annexation. Having no rights in our ter- 
ritory previous to that period, they are still intruders, and the 
United States are still bound, in gved faith, to restrain their in- 
cursions within our limits, and to 1cimove those who have here- 
tofore intruded themselves within our territory, in violation of- 
solemn treaty stipulations, which they were bound to observe. 

Entertaining these opinions, your committee believe that this 
matter should be proper rly presented to the United States Govern- 
ment, and that the best mode of doing it is that prescribed by 
the resolution. They, therefore, report it back to the Senate and 
recommend its adoption. 

D. GAGE, One of the Committee. 


Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives to urge upon “the Congress of the United States 
the passage of a law for the removal of Indians; read and order- 
ed to be engrossed. 

Resolution authorizing the committee on Printing and Con- 
tingent Expenses to subscribe for fifteen copies, tri weekly, of the 
South-Western American for each member of the Senate; read. 

Mr. Brasher moved to amend by inserting “fifteen for Presi- 
dent and five for each of the officers of the Senate ; rejected, 

Mr. Van Derlip moved to amend the resolution so as to allow 
the President and each member of the Senate 15 copies of the 
weekly edition; adopted. ~ 

Mr. Brashear moved to amend by striking out 15 and inserting 
25; lost. 

Mr. Robertson moved to amend by adding “ and officers of the 
Senate”; Lost, 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend by striking out “15” and in- 
serting 1." 

Division of the question being callcd for, motion to strike out 
was lost, - 
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The question then recurred on motion of Mr. Wallace to 
strike out 15 and insert 1; lost. 

Mr. Wallace moved to strike out “15” and insert “5,” 

Mr. Robertson moved to strike out “ 15” and insert “20”; lost. 

The duesma recurring on motion of Mr. Wallace to strike out 
15 and insert 5 was put and lost, 

The resolution was then adopted. 

The following report from Mr. Phillips, chairman cf the Ju- 
diciary. connitice, was read and adopted : 

The committee on the Judiciary have had under considera- 
tion the petition of Benjamin Bryant, together with the bil! re- 
spunsive thereto, to legitimatize certa.1 children therein named. 
From the facts preseuted to the committee in this case, they con- 
sider the bill proposed would be giving Legislative sanction to 
gross immorality, and injuriously affect the rights of others who 
have a parwuount claim to our counte 
Your committee therefore repoit the Lill and natition back to the 
Senate, aud recommend their indefinite postponement. 

Report from the Jndiciary committee on a Bill to provide for 
© ving writs or other process ou sheriffs, offering a substitute 
tur the bill, was read and adopted. 

Mr. Robertson ved to ameud the bill by adding the follow- 
ing additional s ction, to be section 3a: 

“That the piovisions of this act shall only extend to con- 
stabies, in case of absence or inability gf the coroner.” Rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

The following report from the committee on Private Land 
Clalins was read. 


ComMITTEE Room, Nov. 14, 1819. 
To the Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Kenas: 

The undersigned, a majority of th committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Dallas county, praying for the passage of a law to ex- 
tend relief to tuose emigrants who were providentially preyent- 
ed from arriving in the “colony of Wm. C. Peters and his asso- 
ciates previous to the expiration of the time allowed the contrac- . 
tors thereof to fulfill their contract, &c, would beg leave to re- 
port that they doubt the power of the Legislature under the ar- 
ticles of annexation to grant the relief prayed for in the petition, 
and, in the event, the undersigned were disposed to grant the 
said priyer ; there i is no evidence—save the petition—that such 
emigrants, as are named in said petition, do at this time reside 
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in said colony, except it be one John Jackson. And, whereas, it 
does appear from the two certificates issued to said Jackson ac- 
companying the petition, one of which bears date March 22, 
1848, and issued in England by Wm. S. Peters, agent for said ` 
company, and the other was issued, on December 18, 1848, by 
Henry O. Hedgcoxe, agent for said company at Stewartsville in 
the said colony. 

The undersigned state that it appears, from the receipts before 
them, that said Jackson and family eml arked fiom Liverpool in 
due time to arrive in the colony before the expiration of the time 
aforesaid, and that he arrived at New Orleans and again embark- 
ed, on board the steamer Latona, for Shreveport, aud arrived 
there in sufficient time to arrive in said colony by the time afore- 
said, that he and family left there immediately in company with 
others for said colouy ; all of whom arrived in said colony by 
the time aforesaid, except the said Jachson and his fannly; that 
when they arrived in Mount Pleasant in Titus county, the said 
Jacuson, his wife wud thr oof their children were takeu sick, 
(Where one of the children died), which prevented him from ar- 
riving in said colony in the time aforesaid. ‘The undersigned 
would further state that the said Jackson and fami’y are now 
living in said colony upon the land desciibed in the cer- 
tificate issued as aforesaid by Henry O. iledgcoxe, Agent 
aforesaid. ‘I'he undersigned would further state that, from the 
receipts exhibited, it appears that said Jackson not only paid for 
two land certificates obtained from said company as aforesaid, 
but he paid his passage from Liverpool to New Orleans £27— 
from there to Shreveport S380—at Mount Pleasant he paid 
$108 75 for doctor's bills, &e. 

For the reasons, then, above stated, tue undersigned present 
the accoinpanying bill aud recommend its passage. 

J. B. ROBERTSON, 
7 A M. TRULT, 
A. G WALKER. 

A bill for the relief of John Jackson of Dallas county ; read 
first time. 

‘I'he report of Mr. Taylor, from the comunittee on County 
Boundaries, was read as follows : 

The committee, ta whom was referred a bill to be entitled an 
act for running and establishing correctly the line between Na- 
cogdoches and Fannin land districts, have had the same under 
consideration, and instructed me to report said bill to the Senate, 
with amendinents, and recomm.end the passage of the Lill as 

“amended. 
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First amendment—strike out after the- words “ aceotding to? 
in ‘the first section, and insert “an act better defining the boun- 
daries of the county of Fannin, approved Nov. 28, 1839.” Se- 
cond amendment—strike out second section. 

Amendments adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Report from the Judiciary committee on Joint Resolution to 
provide for the apprehension of Wim. Arthur aad Geo. A. Davis, 
offering a substitute therefor; read read second 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. Walker, chairman of the Select committee, to whom was 
referred the petition of sundry citizens of Dallas county, pray- 
ing for the passage of a law for the permanent location of the 
county seat of said county, reported a bill to be entitled an act 
to locate the seat of Justice of Dallas. Read first time. 

Report of the committee on Private Land Claims on the Peti- 
tion of B. J. Thompson, recommending its indefinite postpone- 
ment, was read, and on motion of Mr. Wallace, laid on the table. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Ciaims, made the following report: 


To the Hon. President of the Senate: 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
the petition and accompanying documents of James Taylor, have 
had the same under consideration, and after mature i1eflection, 
have instructed me to report: ~” 

That thay have great doubts of the power of the Legislature 
to lezislate on that character of claims, it being a first class claim 
for a hoad rigot league of land, and claimed by the petitioner as 
a colonist under the colonization laws of Coahnilaand Texas in 
force in 1831. It appears from the vonchers tnat accompany the 
petition, that he did not get his certificate until the Ist day of 
March, 1847, at which date the boaad of land commissioners of 
Vict oria county, (or those signing themselves as such,) gave him 
his certificate for one league of land, according to proof of citi- 
zenship made before them. Bat the proof in the opinion of the 
committee is insuficient and would have been so even if it had 
been offered to the proper beard of land commissioners and with- 
in the time prescribed by law. Under this view of the matter the 
committee report the petition back to the Senate and recommend 
that it be indefinitely postponed. 

J. B. ROBERTSON, 


Chairman. 
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Report of the committee on Private Land Claims on the Peti- 
tion of James Taylor was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, report laid on the table, and peti- 
tion referred to the Jidiciary committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act to.establish and incorporate the 
Rutersville College ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr, Pease, the rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days, was suspended; bill read second time, and 
referred to the committee on Education. 

A bill to be entitled an act to extend the Eastern boundary of 
the State of Texas so as to include within its limits the 
Western half of Sabine Pass, Lake and River up to 329 North 
latitude ; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act appropriating five thousand dollars 
for the contingent expenses of both Houses of the Legislature ; 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned. 


Tuurspay, 10 o'clock, a. m., Nov. 15, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, 
Tuit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. The Journals 
of the preceding day were read and adopted. 


Mr. Portis, chairman of the committee on Education, to whom 
was referred a bill to amend an act to establish and incorporate 
the Rutersville College, approved Feb. 5, 1840, reported the same 
back to the Senate and recommended its passage. 


Mr. Phillips, chairman of the Judiciary committee, to whom 
was referred a bill to provide for the payment of Jurors, reported 
a substitute for the same and recommended its adoption. 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
a bill to authorize and empower all State, District and County 
officers to perform the duties of their respective offices until their 
successors shall be elected and yualified, recommended the pas- 
sage of the bill, with the following amendment: strike out the 
words “due course of law,” in fifth line, section 1, and insert the 
word “ otherwise.’ 
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Mr. Phillips from same committee, made the following report : 
CommirtrrE Room, Nov. 14, 1849. 
Hon. Jno. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
proposed amendment to the Constitution, with a request to inquire 
what offices would become vacant by its adoption, and also to 
suggest the most practicable plan to meet such a contingency, 
respectfully submit the following report : f 

Exhibit marked A, show» the respective dates of the appoint- 
ment of the Judges of the Supreme Court, the Judges of the 
District Courts, the Attorney General, the Comptroller and Trea- 
surer, Commissicner of the General Land Office, and the time of 
the election of the several District Attorneys. 

The bill now before the Senate authorizing all State and Coun- 
ty officers to exercise the dities of their respective offices, until 
their successors are duly elected and qualified, will carry out, it 
is believed, by your committee, the 23d scction of the 7th article 
of the Constitution, and amply provide for any contingent vacan- 
cy that may occur prior to the election by the people, of the offi 
cers named in the proposed amendment of the Constitution. 

With regard to this amendment, it would seem that no return 
of the vote on the question of its adoption, have been made from 
the counties of Gillespie, Grayson, La Vaca and Santa Fé. Ex- 
clusive of these. as also of the informal returns from Bexar, 
Cherokee, Montgomery, Nacogdoches, Nueces, Smith, Tyler, 
Walker, Webb and Williamson, the majority in favor of the 
amendment is 9234. Including the informal returns, the majo- 
rity in favor of the amendment is 10,781. In either case, the 
vote is a strong expression of public opinion, and imposes on us 
the duty of presenting the proposed amendment to the Legisla- 
ture at its present session, for their final action. The vote oftwo 
thirds of the members of each House, is now only necessary to 
make ita valid part of our organic law. And although some dit- 
ferences of opinion have heretofore existed as to the policy of 
such a measure, it can scarcely be deemed an experiment. We 
have before us the examples of the States of Mississippi and 
New York, where it has given, it is believed, entire satisfaction. 
In the latter state, many apprehensions were entertained, but the 
very first election held under their new Constitution, proved that 
these apprehensions were without foundation. The opposers of 
this novel reform as it was called by them, have entirely under- 
rated the good sense and intelligence of the people. They had 
calculated that the masses would be governed in their vote on 
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this question, much in the same manner as they often are on 
questions of party politics. But they were mistaken. The can- 
didates nominated were men of high character and standing in 
the profession, and the keenest lawyers in the opposition could 
assign no error in the decision of the people. Such being the re- 
sult in that old State, where the ancient system of appointments 
had obtained from the earliest organization of the Government, 
till the year ’45 or 746, Texas has nothing to fear. For general 
intelligence, sober thought and practical good sense, her popula- 
tion can compare favorable with any State in the Union. And 
when that intelligence, thought and sense is brought to bear on 
a question involving their lives, their personal rights and pecuni- 
ary interests, we have no doubt their judgment will be approved 
and give general satisfaction. Your committee therefore report 
the proposed amendment back to the Senate and recommend it to 
their favorable considcration. A. H. PHILLIPS, 
Chairman. 


Mr. Grimes, chairinan of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a bill to establish the per diem pay of the electors of 
President and Vice President of the United States, reported the 
same back to the Senate and reconimended that the second section 
be stricken from the bill. a 

Mr. McRae, chairman of the-committee on Printing and Con- 
tingen! Expenses, to whom was referred the resolution authoriz- 
ing theu to contract for the South Western American; reported 
that they hai contracted for the number specified in the resoln- 
tion, at the rate of three cents per paper. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred a bill for the relief of Frederick Scranton, 
reported the same back to the Senate and asked that it be reter- 
red to the committce on the Judiciary. . 

Afr, Latimer chairman of the same committee, to whom was 
teferred a bill for the relief of the citizens of Mercer’s colony 
reported the same back with amendments. 

ifr. Pease, from the Select committee appointed to report ioint 
rules for the government of the two Houses of the Legisla:ure, 
made areport; which was read and placed among the orders of 
the day. 

Mr. Wallace presented an informal petition of Milton Irish, ad- 
ministrator of John W. Wentworth, deceased, with accompany- 
ing documents, praying for relief; which were, 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, without reading. 
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Mr. Robertson introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
the 9th section of an act authorizing and requiring the county 
courts to regulate roads, appoint overseers, &c. ; read first time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to repeal the 3d section of the 
act to regulate license and practice of attorneys, approved May 
12, 1846 ; read first time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to define the time at which the 
acts of the Legislature shall take effect ; read first time. 

Mr. Pease introduced a bill for the ceding to the Uuited States 
jurisdiction of certain land in this State for public purposes; read 
first time. 

Report of the Finance committee on Joint Resolution grant- 
ing further time for the payment of government dues and the re- 
turn of field notes, offering the following amendment: Section 1, 
in line 7, after the word “law,” insert “and the Treasury notes 
of the Republic of Texas be receivable in payment of land patents 
and the government dues on land as heretofore.” Read and 
adopted. 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend the joint resolution by adding 
to the end of the 1st section the following: And provided fur- 
ther, that gold and siiver be received for the payment of govern- 
ment dues on land and land patents at the rate of one dollar in 
gold or silver to five in the Treasury notes of the Government 
of the Republic of Texas. Adopted. i 

air. Robertson moved to re-refer the resolution to the com- 
mittee on Finance, with instructions to report what shall be the 
government dues on land in specie ; lost. 

The bill was then ordered-to be engrossed, 

Bill to extend the Eastern boundary of the State of Texas so 
as to include within its limits the Western half of Sabine Pass, 
Lake and River up to 32° North latitude ; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr. McRae, referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Bill appropriating five thousand dollars for the contingent ex- 
penses of both Houses of the Legislature ; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr. Grimes referred to the committee on Finance. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had passed a bill to provide ah appropriation for the payment of 
the mileage and per diem pay of the members of the Legislature 
of the State of Texas. 

A bill to locate the seat of Justice of Dallas county ; read se- 
cond time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Bill for the relief of John Jackson of Dallas county; read se- 
gond time and ordered to be engrossed. 
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Bill to regulate motions for costs in civil actions ; read second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the Judiciary 
committee. 

Bill to authorize and require the Judges of the District Courts 
to hold special sessions thereof in certain cases; read second 
time, andon motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the Judiciary 
committee. ; 

Bill to amend an act to establish and incorporate the Ruters- 
ville College, approved Feb. 5, 1840 ; read and passed to its third 
reading. 5 : 

Report of the committee on Public Lands on a bill for the re- 
lief of the citizens of Mercer’s colony was read as follows: 

The committee on Public Lands to whom was referred “a 
bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the citizens of Mercer’s 
Colony,” have had the same under consideration, and have in- 
structed me to report the bill back to the Senate with the follow- 
ing amendments, and recommend their adoption and the passage 
of the bill: : 

Amendment Ist—Strike out the second section and insert in 
lieu thereof the following: That the Governor shall appoint a 
Commissioner, whose duty it shall be to hear proof and determine 
what colonists shall be entitled to land as aforesaid; and said 
Commissioner shall issue to the parties entitled to the same, or to 
the heirs or legal representatives of such parties, certificates for 
their proper quantity of land. 

Amendment 2nd—Strike out the second and third lines of 
the 4th section the following “ofthe public domain of the State,” 
aud insert in lieu thereof “vacant land within the limits of said 
colony.” 

Amendment 3d—Strike out 5th section and insert the follow- 
ing: That no change shall be made in the boundaries of the sur- 
veys of settlers, whether they be with or without the consent of 
the contractors, so that the boundaries thereof are justly and de- 
finitely marked. 

Amendment 4th—Strike out 7th section and insert the follow- 
ing: That the Commissioner appointed in compliance with this 
act shall receive two dollars for each certificate issued, to be paid - 
by the party receiving the same, and said commissioner shall do 
and transact the business and duties required of him at the-dif- 
ferent county seats of each and every county within the lines of 
said colony. 

Amendment 5th—Strike out 11th section and insert the fol- 
lowing: That it shall be the duty of the Commissioner appoint- 


ed by virtue of this act, to send to the Commissioner of the Gen- 
I 
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eral Land Office, a monthly list under oath, containing a descrip- 
tion of certificates issued in compliance with this act; and he 
shall also keep a record in a well bound book, shewing the quan- 
tity of land for which each certificate issued, the names of the 
parties obtaining the same and the names of the witnesses who 
made the proof; and said Commissioner shall deposit said record 
book in the General Land Office at the expiration of the time li- 
mited in this act for granting certificates. 

Amendment 6th—Strike out 12th section and insert the fol- - 
lowing: That the Commissioner appointed by virtue of this act, 
before he enters upon the duties of his office’shall give bond in 
the sum of twenty thousand dollars with security, to be approved 
by the District Judge of the Judicial District, which bond 
shall be drawn in favor of the Governor of the State and his suc- 
cessors in office, and shall be conditioned, that the Commissioner 
shall faithfully and impartially discharge the duties imposed on 
him by this act, and shall also take an affidavit faithfully and im- 
partially to discharge the duties which this act imposes on him, 
to the best of his skill and ability, which affidavit shall be en- 
dorsed on the said bond, and with the same shall be deposited in 
the office of the Secretary of State. 

The yeas and nays being called on the adoption of the first 
amedment proposed by the committee, stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Mof- 
fet Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Der- 
lip, Ward and Wallace —15. 

Nays: Messrs, Brashear, Gage and Walker—3. Amendment 
adopted. j 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the report and bill were laid on the 
table until Monday, the 19th inst. 

On motion of Mr. McRae, the Senate adjourned. 


eatea 


Fripay, 10 o'clock, a. m., November 16, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present :-—-Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Robertson, Van Derlip, Ward, and Walker; quorum present. 
The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
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thréugh their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had adopted a resolution to go into the election of a public prin- 
ter, on Saturday, the 17th inst., at 11 o'clock, a. m. 

Mr. Cooke presented the petition of John W. Little; which 
was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

The President announced to the Senate that he had received, 
through the post-office, a petition from G. W. Norton and G. W. 
& P. E. Norton ;, which was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Claim 
and Accounts. i 

Mr. Cooke, chairman ot the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, to whom was referred the petition and claim ot R. W. 
Martin, reported unfavorably to the petition. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made several reports; which were read and placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, viz: 

A bill to provide for running and establishing correctly the 
line between Nacogdoches and Fannin land districts ; 

A bill authorizing the Governor to offer a reward for fugitives 
from justice; and, 

A bill supplementary to an act defining the office and duties 
of constables, approved 12th May, 1846. 

Mr. Walker offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That hereafter the Senate shall meet at the hour 
of 9 o’clock, a. m., until otherwise directed ; adopted. 

Mr. Van Derlip offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to report a bill for revising, digesting and publishing the civil 
and criminal laws of the State, according to the requirements of 
the 16th section of the 7th article of the Constitution. Adopted. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to be entitled an act to fix the 
salaries and per diem pay of officers not otherwise provided for 
by law; read first time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to regulate proceedings by 
certiorari and swpersedeas in certain causes ; read first time. 

Mr. Moffett introduced a bill extending the time for taking out 
unconditional head-rights ; read first time. 

Mr. Portis, from the Judiciary committee, made the following 


report on the petition of James Taylor; which was read and 
placed among the orders of the day. 


$ 
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CoMMITTEE Room, November 16, 1849. 
Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of James Taylor, have had the same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report. 

The facts set forth in the petition, and sustained by indubita- 
ble testimony, shew clearly that the petitioner, by the coloniza- 
tion laws of the Republic of Mexico, by the laws and constitu- 
tion of the Republic of Texas, and by the constitution and laws 
of said State, is entitled to the relief which heseeks. He wasa 
married man, emigrated to Texas with his tamily in 1831, re- 
mained ever since in the country, discharging the duties of a citi- 
zen, was a volunteer in the Army in 1836, has taken the oath re- 
quired by the Land law of 1837, has made the requisite proof to 
entitle him to a 1st class head right certificate .There is nothing, 
in the opinion of the committee, either in the conStitution, ordi- 
nances, or the preamble to the joint resolutions of annexation, 
which prevents the Legislature from granting the relief sought 
for. The claim appears in every aspect, equitable and meritori- 
ous. The committee have, therefore, instructed me to report the 
accompanying bill, and recommend its passage. 

DAVID Y. PORTIS, 
One of the Judiciary committee. 


Mr. Moffett, from the committee on Eingrossed bills, reported 
as correctly engrossed a joint resolution instructing our Repre- 
sentatives to urge upon the Congress of the United States the 
passage of a law for the removal of Indians. 

Mr. Robertson introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be requested 
to examine into the propriety of the passage of a law to place 
the jury fund in the hands of the sheriff or district clerks, and 
keeping that fund separate from the county fund, securing said 
fund under proper bonds, and report by bill or otherwise; adopted. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The Senate concurred in the resolution of the House to go 
into the election for public printer, on Saturday, the 17th inst., 
at 11 o’clock, a.m. 

The report of the committee on Public Lands, on a bill for 
the relief of Frederick Scranton, recommending its reference to 
the committee on the Judiciary ; read and adopted, 
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The report of the committee on Printing and Contingent Ex- 
penses, contracting for the South-Western. American ; read and 
adopted. . 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had passed q bill to change permanently the name of Daniel 
Richardson kaufman to Daniel Kaufman Richardson ; also, a 
bill to amend the act to incorporate the town of San Augustine 
—both of which originated in the Senate ; also, a bill to repeal 
a portion of an act to give to each corporate county of this State, 
its own county surveyor, map and records, approved March 20th, 
1548, which originated in the House. ` 

The report of the Directors of the Penitentiary was read and 
referred to the committee on the Penitentiary. (See Report.) 

T'he report ofthe Attorney General &c., was read and referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The report of the committee on Gen. Land Office was read 
and referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

An Exhibit of the census of the State for 1848, was read, and 
on motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the committee on Appor- 
tionment. - 

An Exhibit of the amount of fees collected by the Department 
of State, was read, and on motion of Mr. Robertson referred to 
committee on Finance. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a joint committee of five, to be composed of 
two members of the Senate and three members of the House of 
Representatives, be appointed to examine the Penitentiary, and 
be instructed to report as early as practicable to the Legislature, 
during its present session, upon the quantities, kind, qualities, 
fitness, worth and cost of the materials used, or delivered aud re- 
ceived for use therein or thereabout at the expense of the Sta’e— 
how far the Penitentiary can be prudently used by the State at 
this time as a prison for convicts—what amount of money, if any, 
will be requisite to complete the Penitentiary, house and wall 
severally, with the materials already purchased for the State, and 
delivered to, and received or yet to be received by the Commis- 
sloners or other agents of the State—if there be no such matce- 
rials, how much it will cost the State to pufchase and use such 
materials for said purposes—how much it will cost to cover the 
prison-lLouse, or Penitentiary, with wood, slate, or metal ; and, 
also, to report upon any and all other subjects, matters and in- 
cidents connected with the Penitentiary, which said committee 
inay deem it expedient to refer to, as necessary information for 
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the Legislature; and that said committee be instructed to pre- 
sent with their report to the Legislature a small but fair aver- 
age specimen of each kind of principal material used in the 
erection of the Penitentiary house, and wall around the same. 

SECTION 2. Be it further resolved, That the sum of five hun- 
dred dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessayy to defray 
the reasonable expenses of said committee, while engaged in the 
discharge of the duties imposed on them by this resolution, be 
and the same is hereby appropriated out of the fund provided by 
law to defray the contingent expenses of the two Houses of the 
Legislature of the State. 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, laid on the table until to-morrow. 

The report of Mr. Pease, chairman of the Select committee 
appointed, on the part of the Senate, to report joint rules for 
the government of the two Houses of the Legislature, was read 
and adopted. 

Report of the committee on Finance, on the bill to establish 
the per diem pay of electors of President and Vice President of 
the United States ; read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, report and bill referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The following communication from the Secretary of State 
was read, and on motion of Mr. Phillips referred with the ac- 
companying dacuments to the committee on the Judiciary, 


DEPARTMENT oF STATE, ? 
Austin, November 16, 1849. į 


To the Honorable Jonn A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 


Sir, In reply to a resolution of your Honorable Body of the 
14th instant, requesting the Secretary of State “to furnish the 
Senate such information as may be in his possession in relation 
to snits instituted by the State against the contractors of the colo- 
nies of Peters and his associates and of Charles Fenton Mercer 
and his associates,” &c., &c., I herewith transmit a letter from 
Josiah F. Crosby, Esq., District Attorney of the Third Judicial 
District, accompanied by a transcript of the procedings in the 
case of the Governor vs. Charlies Fenton Mercer and his associ- 
ates, in the District Court for Navarro county. This document, 
together with the report of the Attorney General already commu- 
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nicated to the Senate, embraces all the information in my posses- 
sion concerning the said suits. 

As the papers enclosed are originals, I beg the favor of the Se- 
nate to order their return to this office after they shall have done 
with them, 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient serv’t, 
W. D. MILLER, 
, Secretary of State. 


Joint resolution, relative to the amendment of the constitution, 
together with the report of the Judiciary committee thereon, was 
read, and resolution ordered to be engrossed, by the following 
vole: 

Yeas——Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wal- 
lace--20. Nays—~none. 

A bill to authorize and empower all State, District and County 
officers to perform the duties of their respective offices until their 
successors shall be elected and qualified, according to law, to- 
gether with the report of the committee on the Judiciary offering 
an amendment thereto, was read ; report adopted, and bill-order- 
ed to be engrossed. 

Report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill to provide 
for the payment of jurors, read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, report and bill laid upon the table 
for one day. 

A bill to provide an appropriation for the paymentiof the mile- 
age and per diem pay of members of the Legislature of the State 
of Texas ; read first time. l 

A bill to amend the 9th section of an act authorizing and re- 
quiring the county courts to regulate roads, appoint overseers, 
&c.; read second time, and, . 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Roads, 
Bridges and Ferries. 

A bill to repeal the 3d section of an act regulating the license 
and practice of attorneys, approved May 12th, 1846; read se- 
cond time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to define the time at which the acts of the Legislature 
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shall take effect; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Wal- 
lace, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to provide for ceding to the United States jurisdiction 
of certain land, in this State, for public purposes; read second 
time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Pease, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. - 

A bill to amend an act to establish and incorporate the Ruters- 
ville College, approved February 5th, 1840; read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, laid on the table until to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke the Senate adjourned. 


Saturay, 9 o'clock, a. m., November 17, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, Hart, Juatimer, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace ; quorum 
present. The journal of the preceding day was read and 
adopted. 

Mr. Latimer presented the petition of L. S. Sargent; which 
was, on motion of Mr. Latimer, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Glaims, without reading. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, re- 
ported a substitute for the bill referred to them, designed to regu- 
late motions for costs in civil cases, and recommended its 
adoption. 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
a bill to repeal the third section of an act to regulate the license 
and practice of attorneys. approved 12th May, 1846, reported on 
the same, and recomn.ended the repeal proposed by the bill. 

Mr. McRae, from tHo cominittee on Contingent Isxpenses, to 
whom was referred the account of Thomas Ward for repairs 
done on the Capitol, &c., reported a resolution for the payment 
of the same. = 

Mr. Moffett, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported 
the following bills correctly engrossed: A bill forthe relief of 
John Jackson of Dallas couaty, and a bill to locate the seat of 
justice of Dallas county. = 
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On motion of Mr. Taylor, Mr. Moffett was added to the com- 
mittee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, Messrs. Latimer and Walker were 
added to the committee on the Judiciary, and Messrs. Phillips, 
Latimer and Pease were added to the Select committee, to whom 
was referred the act concerning crimes. 

On motion of Mr. Walker, “Mr. Wallace was added to the 
committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Portis introduced a joint resolution, requiring the clerk of 


Austin county to record all the proceedings of the Alcalde courts, 
which may be in his office; read first time. - 
` Mr. Ward introduced a bill_for the relief of Jonathan Bird ; 
read first time. 

Mr. Gage moved to go into the election of Chaplain. 

Mr. Wallace moved to lay the motion on the table till Monday 
next; carried. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Resolution ¢ appointing a committee to examine the Penitentiary, 
&c. ; read, and, 

On motion of Mr, Gage, referrel to the committee on the 
Penitentiary. 

A bill to amend an act to establish and incorporate the Ruters- 
ville College, approved February 5th, 1840 read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, made the order of the day for 
Wednesday, the 21st inst. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Ghief Clerk, Mr. Ben. F. Hill, trausmitting the 
following resolution, in which the Senate 1efused to concur: 

Resolved, That in the election of public priater or printers, 
the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring) will first 
open the proposals for, and elect a person to print. the legal num- 
ber of the laws of a general nature and private laws ; and then 
shall open the proposals for. and elect a person to print, the jour- 
nals of both Houses. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives. 
informing the Senate that the House had passed a Lili to incor- 
porate the Austin College, which originated in the Senate, with 
amendments. 

A bill to repeal a portion of an act to give each corporate 
county of this State, its own county surveyor, map-and records. 
approved March 21), 1848 ; read first time. 

A bill to provide an appropriation for the payment of the mile- 
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ege und per diem pay of the members of the Legislature of the 
State of Texas; read third time and passed to third reading. 

A bill to fix the salaries and per diem pay of officers not ‘other- 
wise provided for by law ; read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance. 

A bill to regulate proceedings, by certiorari and supersedeas, — 
in civil causes ; read second time, and referred to the Judiciary . 
committee, on motion of Mr. Wallace. 

A bill to extend the time for taking out unconditional head- 
rights ; read second time, and, 

“On motion of Mr. Moffett, referred to the committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

A bill to amend an act regulating fees of office, passed 20th 
March, 1848, together with the report of the committee on the 
Judiciary thereon, recommending that the bill be laid upon the 
table; read, and report adopted. 

Report from the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill to pro: 
vide for the payment of jurors, offering a substitute therefor ; 
read, The Senate refused to adopt the 1 report. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the bill was made the order of 
the day for the 20th inst. 

Mr. Walker offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary take into con- 
sideration the propriety of preparing a general fee bill, and, 
should they deem it expedient, to prepare said bill accordingly ; 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Walker, the Senate took recess for ten 
minutes, preparatory to going into the election for Public Printer. 

The Senate was called to order, and, ` 

On motion of Mr. Gage, repaired to the Representative Hall 
to meet the House 

IN JOINT SESSION. 

Roll called—quorum present. 

Proposals for printing the laws and journals of the present 
Legislature were received and read. 

Mr. Charles De Morse proposed to print the laws at one-fourth 
of a cent, and the journals at one-half of a cent per page. 

Messrs. Dé Cordova & Co. proposed to print the laws at three- 
sixteenths of a cent, and the journals at one-third of a cent per 

age. 
$ Messrs. Cruger & Moore and Lewis & Groesbeeck proposed 
to print the laws and journals at one third of a cent per 
page. 
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Mr. William H. Cushney proposed to print the laws at one- 
sixth of a cent, and the journals at one-fonrth. of a cent per 
page, = 

Nominations being in order, on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. Burleson nominated Mr. Wm. H. Cushney. 


“Ward ss « Chas. De Morse. 
“ Van Derlip “ Messrs, Cruger & Moore and Lewis 
& Groesbeeck. 


Mr. Pease was appointed teller, on the part of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, a committee was appointed to wait 
on Mr. Jsaac Parker and receive his vote, he being confined to 
his room by sickness. 

Messrs. Portis and McRae were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Hart withdrew the nomination and bid of Mr. Charles De 
Morse. 

On calling the roll, the vote stood as follows : 

For Mr. Cushney : Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Robertson, Taylor, 
Truit, Ward and Walker—14, 

For Messrs. Cruger § Moore and Lewis §- Groesbeeck :— 
Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Parker, Portis and Van Derlip—5. 

SE eae De Cordova & Co.: Messrs. Cooke and Wal- 
ace——2, 

On the part of the House, Mr. Cushney received 34 votes, 
Messrs. Cruger & Moore and Lewis & Groesbeeck received 19 
votes, and Messrs. De Cordova & Co. received 2 votes. 

Mr. Cushney, having recerved a majority of all the votes, was 
declared, by the Speaker, duly elected Public Printer. 

On motion of Mr. Truit, the Senate returned to their chamber. 

Roll called, and quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the Senate adjourned. 


Monpay, 9 o'clock, a. m., Nov. 19, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, 
Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. The journal 
of Saturday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Portis presented the petition of Benjamin Bryant; which 
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was, on motion of Mr. Portis, referred to the committee -on the 
Judiciary, without reading. 

Mr. Portis, also, presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Austin county; which was, on motion of Mr. Portis, referred to 
the committee on Education, without reading. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills 
reported a bill to authorize and empower all County, District and 
State officers to continue to perform the duties of their respective 
offices until their successors may be elected and qualified, ac- 
cording to law, as correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Wallace, from the committee on the Penitentiary, to whom 
was referred a resolution, relative to the appointment of a joint 
committee to examine the Penitentiary, &c., recommended the 
adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred the petition of Albert Von Germar, report- 
ed a joint resolution for his relief. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported an act to change permanently the name of Daniel 
Richardson Kaufman to Daniel Kaufman Richardson; and an 
act to amend the second section of an act to incorporate the 
town of San Augustine, approved March 18, 1848, correctly 
enrolled, and that said bills were, this day, presented to the 
Governor for his approval. 7 

Mr. Gage offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Finance committee be instructed to take 
into consideration the propriety of passing alaw exempting from 
a license tax for pediing, articles manufactured within tinis State 
and report by bill or otherwise ; adopted 
= Mr. Fan Derlip otfered the foliowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the portiou of the Governor's message relat- 
ing to the amount of money now in the ‘Treasury, wE ich, by 
the constitution, is set apart for the support of free public schools, 
be referred to the committee on Education, with instructions to 
inquire into the best manner of securing the application of said 
sum of L.-hey to its appropriate object, and report by bill or 
otherwise us they may think proper; adopted. 

Nir. Phisips lutroduced a bil to be entitied an act authorizing 
and requiring the Connnission. r of the General Land Office to 
isie a head- Tight to A. S. Cunningham ; read first time. 

Mr. Plullips, also, introduced a bill to be entitled an act autho- 
mizing the Commissioner of the General Land Office to receive 
irom the Secret tary. of State the archives of Martin De Leon’s 
colony; read first time. ; 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Amendments of the House of Representatives to a bill to be 
entitled an act to incorporate the Austin College ; concurred in 
by the Senate. 

The resolution, on the amendment of the constitution, was 
read third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, “Robertson, Tay- 
lor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—19. 

Nays: none. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide an appropriation for the 
payment of the mileage and per diem pay of the members of 
the Legislature of the State of Texas; read third time and 
passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and empower all State, 
District and County officers to continue to perform the duties of 
their respective offices until their successors shall be elected and 
qualified, according to law; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act defining 
the office and duties of constables, approved 12th May, 1846 ; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Governor to offer a 
reward for fugitives from justice ; read ‘third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to locate the seat of justice of Dal- 
las county ; read third time and passed. 

A joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives to urge upon the Congress of the Umted States 
the passage of a law for the removal of Indians; ; read third 
time and ‘passed, 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had appointed a committee consisting “of Messrs. Franklin, Fields, 
Jowers and Tarver on the preamble and joint resolution, relative 
to Santa Fe. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for running and estab- 
lishing correctly the line between Nacogdoches and. Fannin land 
districts ; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John Jackson of 
Dallas county ; read, and, 

On motion of Mr. wW alker, laid on the table. 

Report from the committee on Public Lands, on a bill to be 
entitled an act for the relief of the citizens of Mercer’s colony ; 
read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Walker, bill and report laid upon the table, 
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Joint resolution for the relief of Thomas Ward, reported by 
the committee on Contingent Expenses; read first time. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary offering a sub- 
stitute for a bill to be entitled an act to regulate motions for costs 
in civil actions ; read, adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the Judiciary committee, recommending that 
the bill to repeal an act prescribing the punishment for cutting 
down, carrying away or destroying trees or timber upon any 
land without the consent of the owner, was read and adopted. 

A bill to punish officers guilty of extortion, together with the 
report of the committee on the Judiciary recommending its in- 
definite postponement, was read, and the report adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the third section of an 
act to regulate the license and practice of attorneys and coun- 
sellors-at-law, approved 12th May, 1646; read second time and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

The following report from the committee on the Judiciary 
was read : 


CommitrTEE Room, Nov. 16, 1849. 
Hon. Joan A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of James Taylor, have had the same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report : 

The facts, set forth in the petition and sustained by indubit- 
able testimony, show clearly that the petitioner, by the coloniza- 
tion laws of the Republic of Mexico, by the laws and constitu- 
tion of the Republic of Texas and by the constitution and laws 
of this State, is entitled to the relief which he seeks. He was a 
married man, emigrated to Texas with his family in 1831, re- 
mained ever since in the country, discharging and performing 
the duties of a citizen, was a volunteer in 1836, has taken the 
oath required by the land law of 1837, and made the requisite 
proof to entitle him to a first class head-right certificate. There 
is nothing, in the opiaion of the committee, either in the consti- 
tution, ordinances or preamble to the joint resolutions of annexa- 
tion, which prevents the Legislature from granting the relief 
sought for. The claim appears, in every aspect, equitable and 
meritorious. The committee have, therefore, instructed me to 
report the accompanying bill and recommend its passage. 

DAVID Y. PORTIS, 
One of the Judiciary Committee. 
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A bill authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue a head-right certificate to James Taylor; read first 
time, 

A bill to be entitled an act to extend the Eastern boundary of 
the State of Texas so as to include within its limits the Westera 
half of Sabine Pass, Sabine Lake and Sabine River up to the 
32° degree of North latitude, together with the report- of the 
Judiciary committee offering an amendment, was read; amend- 
ment adopted, and bill passed to the third reading. 

Joint. resolution for the relief of Albert Von Germar; read 
first time. 

Joint resolution requiring the clerk of Austin county to record 
all the proceedings of the Alcalde courts, which may be found 
in his office ; read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal a portion of an act to give 
to each corporate county in this State, its own county surveyor, 
map and records, approved March 20th, 1848; read second 
time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Yan Derlip, referred to the conimittee on 
Public Lands. , 

A bill to be entitlēd an act for the relief of Jonathan Bird ; 
read second time, and, l 

On motion of Mr. Ward, referred to the committee on Claims 
and Accounts. 

Resolution to appoint a committee to examine the Peniten- 
tiary ; read. 

Mr. Phillips moved to amend the resolution by striking out 
“two” and inserting “one” before “members of the Senate”; 
lost. - 

Mr. Latimer moved to strike out the 2d section ; lost. 

Mr. Ward moved to strike out the following words: “and that 
the said committee be instructed to present with their report to 
the Legislature a small but fair average specimen of each kind 
of principal materials used in the erection of the Penitentiary 
house and wall around the same”; lost. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. Phillips moved to go into the election of Chaplain; car- 
ried. Messrs. Gage and Portis were appointed tellers, 

Nominations being in order. 

Mr. Gage nominated Rev. John Haynie, 

“ Van Derlip “ « J. O. Hawley. 
«Portis « “Wm. Smith. 
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Messrs. Wallace and Grimes were excused from voting. 

Mr. Gage withdrew the nomination of Rev. John Haynie. 

On counting the ballot, it appeared that the Rev. J. O. Hawley 
received 13 votes, and the Rev. Wm. Smith received four votes. 

The President declared the Rev. J. O. Hawley elected Chap- 
lain of the Senate during the present session. 

Mr. Van Derlip offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Contingent Expenses be 
authorized and instructed to purchase two copies of De Cor- 
dova’s map of Texas for the use of the Senate; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Truit, the Senate adjourned. 


TUESDAY, 9 o’cLock a. M, November 20, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Latimer, McRae, 
Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, 
Walker and Wallace. The journal of yesterday was read and 
adopted. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred a bill to repeal a portion of an act to give to 
each corporate county in this State, its own county surveyor, 
map and records, approved March 20th, 1648, reported the same 
back to the Senate, without amendment and recommended its 
passage. ~ 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act to provide for ced- 
ing to the United States jurisdiction of certain lands in this State 
for public purposes, reported the same back to the Senate, with- 
out amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Frederick Scranton, 
reported that, in the opinion of the committee, the constitution 
of the State interposes a bar to the relief sought. 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee to whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled an act to establish the per diem pay of the 
electors of President and Vice President of the United States, 
recommended that the second section of the bill be stricken out, 
and the bill, as proposed to be amended, passed. 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, reported a substitute for 
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a bill to be entitled an act to define the time at which the acts 
passed. by the Legislature shall take effect, and recommended its 
adoption. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance to whom 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to fix the salaries and per 
diem pay of officers not otherwise provided for by law, reported 
the same back for the consideration of the Senate. 

Mr. Grimes, from the committee, to whom was referred a bill 
appropriating five thonsaud dollars for the contingent expenses of 
both Houses of the Legislature, reported the same back to the 
Senate and recommended ils passage. 

Mr. Grimes, also, made the following report ; 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referre] a resol]n- 
tion instructing them to Inquire into the propriety of passing a 
law exempting from a license tax for pedling, articles manufac- 
tured within this State, &c., have had the subject under their 
- consideration, and have instructed me io report that, in the 
opinion of the committee, no legislation, on that subject, is neces- 
sary; that the proviso contained in the 27th section of the 7th 
article of the constitution exempts from taxation the articles ot 
domestic manufacture contemplated-Ly the resolution, and that 
the said section is sufficiently plain and explicit on that subject. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Roads, Ferries and 
Bridzes, made the followin report: 

Ths committee on Roads, Ferries and Bridges, to whom was 
referred a bill to amend an act authorizing and requiring the 
county courts to regulate roads and appoint overseers, &c., have 
had the same under consideration, and have directed me to report 
the bill back to the Senate aud recommend that it be laid upon 
the table. The committee can see no good reason for the con- 
templated change in the 2d section of the above entitled act, and 
are satisfied that the section, as 1t now stands, answers every pur- 
pose requisite for laying out and establishing new roads. 

Mr. Teylor, from the same committee, made the following 
report: ` 

The committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, to whom was 
referred a bill to be entitled an act to regulate ferries, have had the 
same under consideration, and a majority of the committee have 
instructed me to report the bill to the Senate, with amendments, 
@nd recommend its passage as amended. 

Ame2ndinent Ist after the 17th section, add 18th and 19th 
sections. 

Sec. 18. That the county courts of the several counties of *: 
this State shall have power to assess and collect an annual tax 
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for the privilege of each and every ferry in their counties, which 
tax shal! not exceed one hundred dollars per annum. 

Sec. 19. That if any water course, navigable stream, lake or 
bay shall form a portion of the boundary of ¢ any county, so one 
bauk shall be in one cov ‘ty, and the other in a different connty 
at the place where it is pe sed to establish a ferry, then applica- 
tion for a -fry shall be made to the county court of each of said 
counties, but if only one of said courts will grant a license to 
the applicant, then he shall have the right to ferry under such 
license alone, and in such cases neither county court shall assess 
and collect a tax on such ferry exceeding fifty dollars per annum. 

J. F. TAYLOR, Chairman. 


Mr. Burleson presented the petition of Daniel Fuller; which 
was, on motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the committee on 
Public Lands, without reeding. 

Mr. Tavlor, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported 
as correctly engrossed a joint resolution gr anting further time for 
the payment of government dues and the return of field notes. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the payment of jurors; 
read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, laid on the table. 

A bill toextend the Eastern boundary of the State of Texas 
so as to includ: within its limits the Western half of Sabine 
Lake, Sabine Pass and Sabine River up to the 329 degree of 
North latitude; read third time and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Albert Von Ger:ir; read 
second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entith lan act to authorize the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to receive from the Secretary of State 
the archives of Martin De Leon’s colony and deposite the same 
in the General Land Otfice; read second time, and, 

On motiou of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed, on the part 
of the Senate, to act with a like committee, on the part of the 
House, to examine the archives of Martin De Leon’s colony now 
in the office of the Secretary of State and report the propriety of 
their removal to the General Land Office; adopted. 

Messrs. Phillips and Pease were appointed said committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing and requiring the Com- 
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missioner of the General Land Office to issue a head-right cer- 
tificate to A. S. Cunningham ; read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to "s committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

Mr. Ward introduced a joint resolution, instructing our Scena- 
tors and requesting our Representatives in the Congress of the 
United States to procure the establishment of certain mail routes 
upon which the mail shall be transported in coaches and hacks ; 
read tiet time. 

A bul to be entitled an act authorizing the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to issue a head-right certificate to Jas. 
Taylor; read second time. 

Mr. Wallace moved to recommit the bill to the committtee on 
the Judiciary ; lost. 4 

On motion of Mr, Yan Derlip the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Thomas Ward; read second 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled airact to repeal a portion of an act to give 
to each corporate county iu this State, Ws own county surveyor, 
map and records, approved March 20, 1848; read second time 
and passed to third reading. 

Bir. Wallace introduced a bill to empower and require county 
courts. in cases of emergencics, to fill by temporary nomination, 
the oflices of Sheriff and Coroner, or cither of them; 1ead first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the bill to provide for the payment 
of jurors, was taken up; read, and on motion of Mr. Gage, re- 
ferred to a special committee of five. 

Messrs. Gage, Pease, Robertson, Grimes and ‘Brashear were 
appointed said committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act, to provide for ceding to the United 
States jurisdiction of certain lands in this State for public pur- 
poses; read second tine, and, on motionof Mr. Gage, laid on 
the table for one day. 

A Lill to be entitled an act for the relief of Frederic Scranton ; 
read, and, on motion of Mr. Brashear, laid on the table. 

A bill to ba entitled an act to estallish the mileage and per di- 
em pay of Electors cf President and Vice President of tke United 
States, together with the report of the committee on the Judicia- 
ry; recommending that the 2nd section of the bill be stricken ont, 
was read, report adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A Dill to be entitled an act to define the time at which the acts 
of the Legislature shall take effect ; together with the report of 
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the committee on the Judiciary, offering a substitute therefor, 
was read, report adopted and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to fix the salaries aud per diem pay 
of officers not otherwise provided tor by law; read second time 
and on motion of Mr. Phillips, made the special order of the day 
for the 22d inst. 

A bill appropriating five thousand dollars for the contingent 
expenses of both Houses ef the Legislature; read second time 
and passed to a third reading. 

The report of the Finance committee on the resolution requir- 
ing said committee to take into consideration the propriety of 
passing a law exempting froma license tax for pediiug articles 
manufactured within this State; read, and on motion of Mr. 
Grimes, the report and resolution were referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act authorizing and re- 
quiring the county courts to regulate roads, appoint overseers, &c. 
together with the report of the committee on Roads, Bridges and 
F erries, recommending that the bill be laid upon the table : ; read, 
and report adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate ferries, together with 
the report of the committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries , offer- 
ing amendments ; read and report adopted. 

“Mr. Ward moved 10 amend by inserting after the wmd “bank” 
in the 7th section, the following, “and shall be required to keep 
a ferry boat likewise on all slonghs that may cress the leading 
roads through the bottom of said ‘stream, or securely bridge the 

same so that the traveling community can pass without detention 
or risk at any time whien they can be ferried across the main 
stream, and any person [ailing to comply with this provision, shall 
forfeit and pay dollars for every such failure.’ 

Mr. Waid withdrew his amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill was referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

A joint resolution granting further time for the payment of go- 
vernment dues, and the return of field notes; being on its 3rd 
reading. 

Mr. Robertson offered a bill to prolong the time for the return 
of field notes, and the payment of Government dues on land asa 
substitute for the joint resolution. 

Mr. Wallace moved that the amendment proposed by Mr. Ro- 
bertson be received ; lost, two-thirds not voting for it. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the joint resolution was referred to 
the committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the Senate adjourned. 
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The Senate was called to order by the President. 

Senators present, Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, 
Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, 
Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and 
Wallace. The journal of yesterday was read aud adopted. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Milton Irish, adwr 
of the estate of John Dentworth, reported a bill for the relief of 
the heirs at law of Johu Deutworth ; read first time. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Ingrossed Bills, re- 
ported as correctly engrossed, the following bills and joint reso- 
lutions, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act fo amend the first section af an act 
fixing the time at which laws passed shall go into effect, &c., ap- 
proved 16th January, 1810. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the third section of an act 
to regnlate the license and practice of attorneys and counsellors 
at law. approved 12th May, 1316. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the per diem and mile- 
age pay of the Electors of President and Vice-President of the 
United States, 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the first section of an act 
concerning Groceedingsin the District Court, approved March 
16th, 1948. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Albert von Germar. 

Joint resolution for the reliefof Thomas Wurd. 

Mr. Robertson introduced a bul to he entitled an act to re- 
quire the Commissioner of the General Landoffice to issue a pa- 


tent to James Hall, adm’rof the estate of Richard Hall, deceas- 
ed ; read first time, 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill tobe entitled. an act to repeal a portion of an act to 
give to each corporate county in this State its own county sur- 
veyor, map and records, approved March 20, 1848; read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, laid on the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act appropriating five thousand dollars 
for the contingent expenses of both Houses of the Legislature ; 
read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Governor presenting a com- 
munication in writing: also informing the Senate that the Gov- 
ernor had signed, and deposited in the office of the Secretary of 
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State, an act to amend the second section of the act to incorpo- 
rate the Town of San Augustine, approved March 18, 1848, and 
an act to change perManeutly tee name of Daniel Richardson 
Kaufman fo Daniel Kaufman Bichardson. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to establish and 
incorporate Rutersville College, approved February 5, 1840; read 
third time and p ssed by the following vote ; 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Peaset Philips, Portis, Robertson, ‘Taylor, Tru- 
it, Ward aud Wallace—16. ` 

Nays: Messrs. Grimes. Moffuit, Van Derlip aud Walher— 4. 

A message was received from tne House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, inforunuog the Senate that the House 
had passed the following bills, v.z: 

A bili to be entied an act to exempt buildings and grounds 
designed and uscd for purposes of cducation or pubic worship 
from taxation. 

A bili to be entitled an act establishing more permanently the 
seat of justice of Collin County, approved January 12, 1548. 

A bill to be entitled anact regulating the pay of Electors of 
President and Viee-President of the United States, 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Commissioner of 
the General Landoflice to run the dividing line betweeu old Fan- 
pin and Nacogdoches counties. 

A tall to be entitled aa act creating the Coun'y of Tarrant, and 

A bill to be entitled an act to chance the pame of Melissa J., 
James Alexander, and Parocia Simonds. Which sere severally 
read first time. 

A bill tò be entitled an act to ame id the first section of an act 
eoncerning proreedibgs in the District Courts, approved March 
16th, 1543 ; read, and. on motion cf Mr. Pease, re-conmiitied to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the first section of an act 
fixiug the time at which laws passed shall go into effect. &e., ap- 
proved 16tn Jannary, 1940 ; read thic time and passed. 

A bill to be entided ap act to repeal the third section of an act 
entitled an act to regulate the liceuse and practice of uttorneys and 
counsellors at law, approved 12th May, 1840 ; read third time 
and passed. 

A joint resolution forthe relief of Albert von Ger Mar; read 
third time, and, on motion of Mr. Portis, laid on the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the per diem and mile- 
age pay of Electors of President and Vice-President of the United 
States ; read third time, and, on motion of Mr. Pease laid on table. 
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A joint resolution for the relief of ‘Thos. Ward ; read third 
time and passed. 

A joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives in tne United States Congress to procure the 
establishment of certain mail routes upon which the mail shall 
be transported in coaches and hacks; read second time, and, on 
motion 9f Mr. Ward, referred to a select committee of five. 

Messrs. Ward, Taylor, Gage, Latimer and Hart were appoint- 
ed said commuitiee, 

A bill to be euntled an act to empower and require the county 
courts in cases of emergency to fil!, by temporaty nomination, the 
offices of sheriff and coroner, or either of them; read second time 
aud, on inotion of Mr. Wallace, referred to Judiciary Committee, 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for ecding to the United 
States jurisdiction of certain lauds in this State for public purpo- 
ses ; rend second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Wallace introdiecd a bill to be entitled an act toamend 
the first, second and third sections of the act concernitg divorce 
and alimony ; read first ime, 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the Senate adjourncd. 


THURSDAY, 9 o’cLock, 4. M, November 22, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis. Gage, Grimes, 
Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Trait, 
Ward, Walker and Wallace. The journals of yesteiday were 
read and adopted. 7 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the commitice on Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries, to whom was referred a biil to amend the ninth section 
of an act authorizing and requiring county courts to regulate 
roads, appoint overseers, &c., reported a substitute for the same 
and recommended its adoption. 

Mr. McRae, from the committee on Contingent Expenses, re- 
ported that he had purchased two copies of De Cordova’s map 
of the State of Texas for the use of the Senate at five dollars per 
copy, in accordance with a resolution of the Senate. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, re- 
ported as correctly eniollcd an act to incorporate the Austin Col- 
lege, and that the same was presented to the Governor for his 
signature, on the 21st inst. 
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Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred a joint resolution crauting further time for the 
payment of government dues and the return of field notes, re- 
ported the same back to the Senate, with the following additional 
section as an amendment, to be 

Sec. 2. Be it further resolved, That the field notes of all sur- 
veys heretofore mace and not returned to the General Land Of- 
fice by the time specified in the first section, be and the same are 
hereby declared null and void; and recommended its adoption 
and the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the Judiciary committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Benjamin Bryant, reported the same 
back to the Senate and asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration. 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, made the following re- 
port: The cominittee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to regulate proceedings by certiorari, consider that the sixty- 
seventh section of the act to organize justices’ courts, and to de- 
fine t'.e powers and jurisdiction of the same, sufficiently provides 
for the subject matter proposed in this bill. Your committee, 
therelore, advise that it be laid upon the table; read and placed 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Truit offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary committee be instructed to in- 
quire Into the expediency of repealing the 17th section of an act 
entitled an act to provide for the assessment and collection of 
taxes, approved March 20th, 1848, and that they take under con- 
sideration the propriety of repealing or amending said section so 
that it shall be lawful for any person or persons who may own 
lands or other property liable to taxation situated in any other 
county than that in which such person or persons may reside, to 
pay all taxes dne upon the same to the assessor and collector of 
the county in which such person or persons may reside, and that 
the comn.ittee be required to report by bill or otherwise as they 
may think expedient ; adopted. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Mr. Grimes in the ehair. 

A bill to be entitled an act to fix the salaries and per diem pay 
of officers not otherwise provided for by law. 

Mr. Phillips moved to take the vote on the salaiy of each of- 
ficer separately ; carried. 

Mr. Phillips moved to strike out $1200 for salary of Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office. 


* 
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The yeas and nays being called for, stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Moffett, Pease, 
Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor and Van Derlip—11. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Truit, 
Ward, Walker and Wallace—9 ; carried. 

Mr. Phillips moved to fill the blank with $1500; which was 
carried by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Moffett, Pease, 
Phillips, Portis, Robertson. Taylor and Van Derlip—11. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Truit, 
Ward, Walker and Wallace—9. 

Mr. Robertson moved to strike out $800 and insert $1000, and 
insert $1000 for salary of Ciief Clei: of the General Land OFf- 
fice. <A division of the qnestion beliig called for, the motion to 
strike out was lost. ‘The question recurring on the motion of 
Mr. Robertson to strike out 50U and insert 1000 was carried by 
the following vote: 

Yris: Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Gage, Moffett, Pease, Phil- 
lips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Yan Derlip and Ward—11. 

Nays Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, ` 
McRae, Truin Walker and Wallace—9. 

Mr. Phillips moved to fill the blank in the salary of Spanish 
clerk with S00, 

Mr. Brashear moved to fill the blank with $1000; upon which 
the yeas and nays were called. and stood: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Gage, Moffett, Portis, Robert- 
son and Van Detiip— if 

Nays :—Mess’s. Burleson, Cooke, Grinds: Wart, Latimer, 
McRae, Pease, Luiilips, ‘Taylor, Truit, Ward, Walker and Wal- 
lace—13. 

Mr. Cooke moved to fill the blank with 900; upon which the 
yeas and nays stood ; 

Yeas: Messrs. Braehear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Moffett, Portis, 
Robertson, Taylor and Van Derlip—9. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Pease, 
Phillips, Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace—11 ; lost. 

Mr. Ward moved to fill t! 1e blank with 800 ; carried hy the fol- 
lowing vote. i 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, 
Pease, Phillips, Taylor, Trait, Ward, Walker and Wallace—13. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Moffett, Portis, Robert- 
son and Yan Derlip—7. 

Mr. Robertson moved to lay the bill on the table until Monday 
next; lost. 
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Mr. Phillips moved to strike out 550; and insert $600 for pay 
of other clerks in the General Land Office. 

Mr. Portis moved to strike out 550, and insert 750; Mr. Hart 
moved a division of the question—motion to strike out carried. 

Mr. Portis moved to fill the blank with 750; upon which the 
yeas and nays were called, and stood thns: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Moffett, Portis, Robertson and 
Taylor—6. , 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Pease, Pit ips, Truit, Van Derlip, Waid, Walker and 
Wallace—1i; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the blank was filled with 600. 

Mr. Phillips moved to suike out 750, and insert 1: 90 for salary 
of draftsman of the General Laud Office ; adivisics of the ques- 
tion being called for, the yeas aud nays on striking out stood : 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gaye, Motfivtt, Pease, Phillips, 
Robertson, Taylor and Van Derlip—9. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae. Portis, Trait, Ward, Walker and Wallace— 11; lost. 

The question then recurred on Air. Philips’ motion to strike 
out 750, and msert 1000, upon which the yeas aud nays were 
called and stood thins: 

Yris: Mesots. Davis, Gage, Pease, Philips and Taylor—o. 

Nays: Messrs, Brashear. Burleson, Cooke, Ginnes, Hart, Lati- 
mer, McRae, Moffett, Portis, Robertson, Tiuit, Yau Derlip, Ward, 
Walker and Wallace—15; lost. 

Mr. Van Derlip moved to stike wit 750. aud msert SCO; upon 
Which the yeasand nays were called, and stood thus: 

Yras: Messrs. Gave, Hwt, Latimer, Moffett, Pease, Taylor, 
Van Derlip and Ward—- 5. 

Nays: Messes. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke. Davis, Grimes, 
McRae. Phillips, Portis, Robertson, ‘Trait, Walker and Wal- 
Jace—12; lost. 

Mr. Phillips moved to strike out 750, and inseit 900; upon 
which the yeas and nays were called for, and stood as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Pease, Phillips and Tay- 
lor—6. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Moffett, Portis, Robertson, Trait, Van Derlip, Ward, 
Walker and Wallace—14; lost. 

Mr. Burleson moved to strike out 750, and insert 600; upon 
which the yeis and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Portis, Robertson, Truit, 
Walker and Wallace—7. 
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Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Taylor Van Derlip and Ward— 
13; Jost. - 

Mr. Cooke moved to strike out 750, and insert 850; upon 
which yeas and nays were called for, afd stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Pease, Phillips, Taylor, 
Van Derlip and Ward—8. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Moffett, Portis, Robertson, Truit, Walker and Wallace 
—12; lost. 

Mr. Portis moved to strike out 1000, and insert 1500 for salary 
of Comptroller; a division of the question being called for, the 
motion to strike out was carried by the following vote: 

Yras: Messrs. Davis, Gace, Grimes, Hart, Moffett, Pease, 
Phillips, Portis, Robertson, "Taylor, Van Derhp and Waid—12. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Latimer, MeRae, 
Truit, Walker and Wallaee-- 8, 

Mr. Portis moved to fill the blank with 1500 ; upon which- 
the yeas and nays were called and stood as follows 

Yxras: Messrs, Davis, Moffett, Philips and Poss 4 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear. Burleson. C ouse, Gase, Gilines. Hart, 
Latimer, MeRae, Pease, Robertson, ‘Taylor, Trut, Vau Derhp, 
Ward, Walker and Wallace —16; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the biank was filled with 1260 by the 
following vote: 

Yas: Messrs. Cooke, Gace, Grimes, Tait, Moilett, Pease, 
Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Van Deriip aad Ward—11. 

Nays- Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Latimer, McRae, 
Robertson, Trait, Walker and Walluce—9 ; cared. 


Mr. Gage moved to strike out 550, and iusert 600 for salary of 

clerk in Comptroller's oflice ; carried. : 

Mr. Ward moved to strike out 1000, and insert 1200 for salary 
of Treasurer; a division of the question being called for, and 
the yeas and nays being called on the motion to strike out, stood 
as follows 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke. Gage, ais Pease, Phillips, Robertson, 
Taylor, VansDerlip and Ward— 

„Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Beh: Grimes, Latimer, McRae, 
Moffett, Portis, Fruit, Walker and Wallace—10; motion to strike 
out lost. 

Mr. Gage moved to strike out 1000, and insert 1100. 

Mr. Phillips moved to insert 1200; upon which the yeas and 
nays were called, and stood thus: 
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Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Hart, Moffett, Pease, Phil- 
lips, Taylor, Van Derlin ard Ward— 10. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Grimes, Latimer, McRae, 
Portis, Robertson, Truit, Walker and Wallace —10; lost. 

Mr. Burleson moved to strike out 1000, and insert 1050. 

Mr. Van Derlip moved to insert 1100; upon which the yeas 
and nays were called, and stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Hart, Moffett, Pease, Phil- 
lips. ‘Taylor, Yan Derlip and Ward—10. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Grimes, Latinier, McRae, 
Portis, Robertson, Truit, Walker and Wallace—10 ; lost. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Burleson’s motion to strike 
ont 1000 and insert 1050, upou which the yeas and nays being 
called, stood : 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Hart, Moffett, Pease, Phil- 
lips, ‘Taylor, Van Derlip and Waid—-10. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Grimes, Latimer, McRae, 
Portis, Robertson, Truit, Walker and Wallace—10; lost. 

Mr. Robertson moved to strike cut 1000, and insert 800; the 
yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yris: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Portis, Robertson, Truit 
and Wallace—6. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes. Hart, Latimer, 
MeRac, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Taylor, Van Derlip, Ward and 
Walker—tt: lost. 

Mr. Van Derlip moved to strike ont 900, and insert 1200 for 
salary of Secretary of State; a division of the question being 
called for, the motion to strike out was carried by the following 
vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, 
Pease, Phillips, Robertson, Taylor, Van, Dertip and Wallace—12. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Grimes, Hart, Portis, Truit, 
Ward and Walker—8. 5 n 

Mr. Pease moved to fill the blank with 1000. 

Mr. Pease moved to fill it with 1200; upon which the yeas 
nays were called, and stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Davis, Gage, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Taylor 
and Van Derlip—7. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Grimes, Hart. Lati- 
mer, McRae, Portis, Robertson, Truit, Ward, Walker and Wal- 
Jace—13 ; lost. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Pease’s motion to fill the 
blank with 1000; upon which the yeas and nays and nays were 
as follows; 
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Yeas: Messrs. Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, 
Pease, Phillips, Taylor, Van “Derlip and Ward—11. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, McRae, Portis, 
Robertson, Truit, Walker and Wallace—9 carried. 

Mr. Brashear moved to strike out 500, and insert 600 for salary — 
of clerk in the State Department; carried. 

Mr. Van Derlip moved to sttike out 1000, and insert 1200 for 
salary of Attorney General. 

Mr. Phillips moved to insert 1500; lost. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Van Derlip’s motion to 
` strike out 1000 and insert 1200; the yeas and nays being, call- 
ed stoodas follows: 

Yeras: Messrs. Davis, Gage, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Taylor and Van Derlip—s. 

Nays : Messsrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Lati- 
mer, McRae, Robertson, Trait, Ward, Walker and W allace—12; 
lost. 

Mr. Davis moved to strike out 1000, and insert 1100; upon 
which the yeas and nays stood. 

Ysas: Messrs. Davis, Gage, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Taylor and Van Derlip—s. 

Nays: Messrs Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Lati- 
mer, McRae, Robertson, Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace—12 ; 
lost. 

Mr. Brashear moved to strike out 550, and insert 600 for salary 
of Private Secretary. 

Mr. Pease offered the following amendment : 


The Private Secretary of the Governor shall receive, during 
the session of the Legislature, the same per diem pay as the Chief 
Clerk of the House of Representatives ; upon the adoption of 
which the yeas and nays stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Latimer; McRae, Pease, Phillips, 
Taylor and Wallace—7. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Moflett, Portis, Robertsen, Pruit, Vau Derlip, Ward and Wal- 
ker—13; lost. 

The yeas and nays were then called on the motion of Mr. 
Brashear to strike out 550 and insert 600, and stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Moffett, Portis, Taylor, Yan Derlip and Ward—11. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Latimer, McRae, Pease, Phillips, 
Robertson, Truit, Walker and Wallace—9; carried. 

Mr. Brashear moved to strike out 4, and insert 5 for the per 


158 


diem pay of the Secretary of the Senate and Chief Clerk of the 
House of Representatives; the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeras; Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Portis, Robertson and Yan 
Derlip ; 5. 

Nays: Jfessrs. Burleson, Toes) Gage, Grimes, Hart, Lati- 
mer, J/cRae, Moffett, Pease, I Phillips, Taylor, Truit, W ard, Wal- 
ker and Wallace—15 ; lost. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following amendmment: 

Me ubers of the Legislature and all oflicers attendant upon 
either branch of the Legislature, three dollars per day. 

Mr. Robertson moved to amend the amendment by striking 
out three, and inserting five; upon which the yeas and nays 
were called. and stood as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Davis and Rebertson—2. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, 
Hart. Latimer, MeRace, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, ‘Taylor, 
Truit, Ward. Walker and Wallace—18. 

Mr. Van Derlip moved to amend the amendment by striking 
out “ meinbers of the Legislature” ; lost. 

Mr. Portis moved to amend the amendment by striking out 
“three,” and inserting © four” ; the yeas and nays stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Portis, Robertson and 
Taylor-—6. 

Navys: Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, //cRea, 
Moffett, Pease, Phillips, T'ruit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and 
Wallace—11. 

Mr. Burleson moved the previous question ; carried. 

The Chair decided that the previous question was the adoption 
of the amendment of Mr. Phillips; from which decision Mr. 
Portis appealed, the decision of the Chair was sustained. The 
amendment of Mr, Phillips was then adopted by the following 
vole: 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Me Rae, 
AMotfett, Pease, Phillips, Taytor, Truit, Ward, Walker and Wal- 
lace—14. E 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Portis, Robertson and 
Yan Derlip—6. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following amendment : 

For salary of Adjutant General, dollars ; lost. 

Mr. Gage moved an adjournment ; lost. 

Mr. Gage moved the Senate adjourn until 30’clock ; lost. 

The yeas and nays being called on the engrossment ‘of the bill, 
stood thus: 


Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
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Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—:¥. 

Nays: Mr. Robertson—1. 

A bill to be entitled an act creating the county of ':arrant; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Cooke, referre:t to the 
committee on County Boundaries. 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act establishing more per- 
manently the seat of justice of Collin county, approved January 
12, 1848; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Walker, re- 
ferred to the commit! e on County Boundaries. 

A bill regulating the pay of electors of President and Vice 
President of the United States, originating in the House of Re- 
presentatives : read second ume. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, a bill of the same caption, originat- 
ing in the Senate, which was laid on the table, on yesterday, was 
taken up, and both referred to the committee on Privileges and 
Elections. 

A bill to change the names of Melissa J.. James Alexander, 
and Parola, Simonds ; read second ume, and, on motion of Mr. 
Wallace. referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to exempt buildings and grounds designed and used for 
purposes of education or publi ic worship from taxation ; read se- 
cond time, and, on motion of Mr. Van Derlip, referred to the, 
Finance committee. 

A bill authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to run the dividing line between old Fannin and Nacog- 
doches oes read second ume, and, on motion of Afr. Gage, 
laid on the table. 


A bill to amend the Ist, 2d, and 3d scctions of the act, con- 
cerning dive*ce and alimony ; read second time, and, on motion 
“of Mr. Wallace, referred to the Judiciary committee. 

-A bill for the relicf of the heirs-at-law of John Dentworth ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Afr. Robertson, referred to 
the Judiciary committee. . 

A bill for the relief of James Hall ; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Hart, laid en the table. 

A message was received from the Governor, presenting three 
several communications in writing; one of which was referred 
to the committee on Claims and Accounts, viz: (transmitting the 
memorial of John W. King.) one containing information, rela- 
tivé to a digest of the statute laws by O. C. ‘Hartley, referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary, and the other being nominations 
for Notaries Public, was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned. 
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F'r1pay, 9 o'clock, 4. m, November 23, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, 
Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, 
Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. The 
journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. H, L. Kinney, Senator from the 19th Senatorial District, 
presented his credentials, took the oath of office and his seat. 

Mr. Gage presented the memorial of Robert W. Latimer; 
which was read, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, reterred with the 
accompanying documents to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of J. Pinckney Henderson, 
agent for the heirs of George L. McIntosh, deceased ; which was 
read, and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee 
on Claims and Accounts, 

Mr. Wallace, also, presented the petition of W. B. Lewis; read, 
and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed a bill to provide for ceding to the 
United States jurisdiction of certain Jands in this State for public 
purposes. 

Mr. ‘Taylor presented an informal memorial, accompanied by 
certain resolutions adopted by the ciuzeus ef Harrison county ; 
which were read, and, on motion of àir. ‘Taylor, referred to the 
committee on Federal Relations. ~ 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had appointed a committee 
consisting of Messrs. Bryan, Sterne and Wilson to act conjointly 
with the committee appointed by the Senate to examine the 
archives of De Leon’s colony; and that the Honse concurred in 
the amendments made by the Senate to an act establishing and 
incorporating the Rutersville College, approved Feb. 5th, 1840. 

Mr. Pease introduced a bill, concerning passengers coming to 
the State of Texas; read first time. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary committee be instructed to in- 
quire into, and report by bill or otherwise, upon the expediency 
of having all civil causes in the several District Courts of this 
State set for trial on particular weeks and particular days thereof 
by the clerks of said courts respectively ; adopted. 

Mr. Van Derlip introduced a bill to prohibit the execution of 
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a mortgage or lien upon the homestead of a family by the hus- 
band without the consent of the wife; read Ist time. 

Mr. Robertson introduced a bill to prohibit slaves from car- 
rying fire-arms in this State, without the written consent of their 
owner, employer or controller; read first time. 

Mr. Ward offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on Federal Relations be re- 
quested to take into consideration the propriety of responding, in 
terms of approl-ation, to the action and resolutions of the late 
National Rail-Road Convention held at Memphis, Tennessee, and 
also, the propriety of proposing, on the part of the State of Texas 
to donate, for the construction of said road (as far as the same 
shall pass through the State), every alternative section of all the 
unappropriated land lying within the space of ten miles on each 
side of said road, provided the same shall pass through the State 
as proposed by said convention ; adopted. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the petition 
of Benjamin Bryant, asking to be discharged from its further 
consideration ; read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the petition was laid on the table. 

The report of the Judiciary committee, on a bill to regulate 
proceedings by certiorari and supersedeas in civil cases recom- 
mending that the bill be laid upon the table, was read and 
adopted. 

The report of the committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, 
on a bill to amend the 9th section of an act authorizing and re- 
quiring the county courts to regulate roads and appoint over- 
seers, &c., offering a substitute therefor, was read and adopted, 
and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on Public Lands, on joint reso- 
lution granting further time for the payment of government dues 
and the return of field notes, offering an amendment, was read. 

Mr. Gage moved to amend the amendment of the committee 
by adding “ and the lands subject to re-location.” 

Mr. Walker moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Gage by 
inserting after “lands” the words “ described in said field notes;” 
adopted. 

Mr. Van Derlip offered the following amendment: 

Provided, That the provisions of this section shall not apply 
to surveys held by minors, feme coverts, or other persons uuder 


legal disability. - 
K 
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On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill and amendment were refer- 
red to the Judiciary committee, 

Mr. Walker offered the following resolution : 

Resolved hy the Senate, That the committee on the Judiciary 
take into consideration and report by bill or otherwise the pro- 
priety of passing an act giving to each county in this State, creat- 
ed since the adoption of the constitution and which may here- 
after be created, the lands promised them, under the 3d and 4th 
sections of the 10th article of the constitution, for educational 
purposes ; adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for ceding to the United 
States jurisdiction of certain lands in this State for public pur- 
poses ; read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House lad passed the following 
bills, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of William Sipe 
Waldradt to William Waldradt Dunlap; 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Ellis; 

A bill to be entitled an act to make valid the acts of Thomas 
R. Hill as clerk of the District Court in the county of Titus; 

A bill to be entitled an act to permit Mary Gillespie to adopt 
Susan Lavinia McGulfin, infant daughter of Samuel aud Mary 
E. McGuffin, both deceased, late of the county of Grimes; 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the election of clerks of 
the District Courts in the several counties in this State ; 

A joint resoiution requesting the contractor of the mail route 
from Austin to Clarksville, by way of Bonham, to transport the 
mail on said route semi-weekly, stead of weekly, and making 
provisions for the same; which were severally read first time, 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, a biil to be entitled an act to re- 
peal a portion of an act to give to each corporate county in this 
State, ils own county surveyor, map and records, approved March 
20th, 1818, was taken up, read third time and passed. 

Mr. Rubertson offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of changing the Jaws regulating 
changes of venue from one county to another, so as to require the 
party applying for a change of venue to pay all costs betore the 
change is granted, and authorizing the proper officer of the county 
where the venue is changed to, to require security for the costs be- 
fore the suit shall be filed in his or their county ; adopted. 

Mr. Brashear moved to re-consider the vote ordering a bill to 
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fix the salaries and per diem pay of officers not otherwise pro- 
vided for by law, to be engrossed. 

Mr. Robertson moved to lay the motion on the table; lost. 

The question tlren recurred on the motion to reconsider ; which 
was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Walker, the Senate adjourned. 


Saturpay, 9 o’clock, a. M., November 24, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke. Davis, Gage, Grimes, - Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Tay- 
lor, Trut, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. The jour- 
nal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill to amend an act establishing more 
petmenently the seat of Justice of Collin county, approved Jan. 
12th, 1848, reported the same back to the Senate and recommend- 
ed its passage. 

Mr. Gage introduced a bill to authorize holders of head-right 
certificates, bounty warrants or land scrip to have the same sur- 
veyed in three or more lots; read first time. 

Mr. Portis introduced a joint resolution, authorizing and re- 
quiring the Secretary of State to employ aclerk to transcribe the 
laws of the present session of the Legislature ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days was suspended. Resolution read second time 
and ordered to be engrossed ; on motion of Mr. Portis, the rule 
was further suspended—resolution read third time and passed. 

Mr. Van Derlip introduced a bill creating the counties of Pre- 
sidio, El Paso and Worth ; read first time. 

Mr. Van Derlip introditiced a bill, defining the boundaries of 
the county of Santa Fe; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Philiips, Messrs. Moffett and Brashear were 
added to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary committee be required to take 
into consideration the propriety of authorizing the county courts 
of the several counties of this State to appoint jailers in their 
respective counties ; adopted. 
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Mr. Burleson, chairman of the committee on-Military Affairs, 
to whom was referred the petition and claims of Charles G. 
Bryant, made the following report: $ 

The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the 
petition of Charles G. Bryant, together with the accompanying 
accounts and vouchers, have had the same under consideration, 
and have instructed me to report: 

The claim presented is an account for six thousand one hun- 
dred and fourteen dollars and seventy-six cents for the subsis- 
tence, forage, ammunition, camp equipage, transportation, &c. 
of a company of one hundred mounted volunteers for three 
months, from the 10th June to the 10th September, in the ser- 
vice of this State, under a call from Gov. Wood, for the protec- 
tion of the South-Western frontier, The claim is established by 
the usual vouchers, and appears to be at fair rates. The only 
enquiry, then, which the committee has made, has been as to the 
necessity of the call made by the Governor,—the propriety of the 
State making the payment. Itis the duty of the General Go- 
vernment to afford protection and security to the inhabitants of 
all the States, but when, from any cause, it has not been done, 
the States themselves have, as far as in their power, afforded that 
protection, and the General Government has always admitted 
the right of the State to demand remuneration, and has invari- 
ably liquidated their claims. 

T'he evidence is incontestible that the robberies and massacres 
by the hostile bands of Indians which have descended upon our 
South-Western frontier, since the conclusion of the Mexican war, 
had become so frequent and of such alarming and distressing 
character that the necessity, on the part of the Governor, to call 
into requisition the services of volunteers to prevent the com- 
plete annihilation of those remote settlements was pressing, im- 
mediate and irresistible; large droves of cattle and horses, the 
property of the citizens, have been driven off, and numbers of 
women and children either massacred in their houses, or been ta- 
ken into a more cruel and hopeless captivity. Indeed so immirent 
was the danger, and so inefficient the protection afforded by the 
several posts established by the Government of the United States 
that the commanding General of this division found it necessary, 
himself, within a few weeks after this volunteer company had 
been called into service by the Governor, to make a requisition 
upon him for two or three additional companies which were mus- 
tered into, and are now in the service of the United States. The 
reason given why this company was not immediately turned 
over to the command of the United States is, that the Adjutant 
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General of Texas, from the request nade to him, thought that 
_ the two or three companies asked for were to be in addition to 
the company already in the service. This company has been 
actively employed, during the whole period of their enlistment, 
and have afforded efficient protection to the section of the State 
in which they were stationed. ‘The committee have, therefore, 
instructed me to report a bill for the payment of the claim, and 
to accompany it with a joint resolution, instructing our Senators 
and requesting our Representatives to urge upon the Congress of 
the United States the justice and necessity of an immediate ad- 
justment of the claim and the payment of the volunteers for their 
services. 
EDWARD BURLESON, 
Chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs. 


A bill providing payment for the forage and snbsistence of the 
company of monnted volunteers mustered into the service of the 
State the 10th June, 1849, by Col. H. L. Kinney; read first 
time. 

Preamble and joint resolntions instracting our Senators and 
requesting our Representatives to urge upon the Congress of the 
United States the payment of the volunteers called into service, 
in 1849, by the Governor of this State, for the protection of the 
South- Western frontier; read first time. 

Mr. Gage in troduced a bill to quiet the land-titles of those 
claiming lands, under patents issued by the Republic of Texas, 
by the State of Texas, atid titles issued to colonists, settlers or 
citizens before the act of the late consultation, closing the Land 
Office in November, 1835, under the colonization laws of the Go- 
vernment of Mexico aud the State of Coahuila and Texas, as 
head-rights of families, and to single men, where the titles issued 
for one ‘league and labor of land or less; Tead first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to regulate the election of clerks of the District Courts 
in the several counties in this State; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

A bill to make valid the acts of Thomas R. Hill as clerk 
of the District Court in the county ot Titus; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to permit Mary Gillespie to adopt Susan Lavinia McGuf- 
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fin, infant daughter of Samuel and Mary E. McGuffin, both de- 
ceased, late of the county of Grimes ; read second time and pass- 
ed to the third reading. 

A bill creating the county of Ellis; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on - County 
Boundaries. 

A bill to change the name of William Sipe Waldrat to Wil- 
liam Waldrat Dunlap; read second time, and on motion of Mr. 
Burleson, referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A joint resolution requesting the contractor of the mail route 
from Austin to Clarksville, by way of Bonham, to transport the 
mail on said route semi-weeks| y, instead of weekly, and making 
provisions for the same ; read second time and passed to the third 
reading. 

A bill, concerning passengers coming to the State of Texas; 
read second time. and, on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the 
Judiciary committee. 

A bill to prohibit the execution of a mortgage or lien upon the 
homestead of a family by the husband, without the consent of 
the wife; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, referred 
to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to prohibit slaves from carrying fire-arms in this State, 
Without the written counsent of their owner, employer or con- 
troller; read second time. 

Mr. Roberston moved to amend tke 5th section by adding af- 
ter the word “returns” “to the county clerk”; adopted. 

On motion cf Mr. Robertson, the bill was referred to the Judi- 
ciary committee. 

A bill toamend an act establishing more permanently the seat 
of justice of Collin county, approved January 12th, 1848; read 
second time and passed to the third reading. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to prevent Justices of the Peace 
from issuing executions on judgments before the end of the tenth 
day after the rendition of said judgments; read fiist time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a joint resolution, granting an annuity 
to David F. Webb; read first time. 

On motion of Mr, Robertson, the Senate adjourned. 
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Monvay, 9 o’clock, a. m., November 26, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Paiker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robert- 
son, ‘fruit, Ward and Wallace. ‘The journal of Satuiday was 
read and adopted. 

Mr. Walker was excused from attendance, on account of 
sickness. 

Mr, Pease presented the petition of D. Hardeman and M. Aus- 
tin Bryan y which was, on motion of Mr. Pease, referred to the 
committee on o Improvements, without reading. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions, to whom was referred a bill regulating the pay of electors 
of President and Vice President of the United States, which ori- 
ginated in the House of Representatives; aiso, a bill for the 
same purpose originating in the Senate, reported the s same back 
to the Senate and recommended that the Senate’s bill be adopted 
as a substitute for the bill originating in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly cngrossed : 

A bill to fix the salaries and per diem pay of officers not other- 
wise provided for by law; a bill to amend the ninth section of 
an act authorizing and requiring county courts to regulate roads 
and appoint overseers, &c., aud jomt resolntion authorizing and 
requirlug the Secretary of State to employ a clerk to copy the 
laws of the present session of the Legislature. 

Mr. Ward, chairman of the Select conmit.ee, to whom was re- 
ferred a joint resolntion instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives j in the Congress of the United States to pro- 
cure the establishment of certain mail routes upon which the 
mail shall be man potid in coaches and hacks, reported a sub- 
stitute for the same and recommended its adoption, 

Mr. Pease introduced a bill to authorize clerks of connty courts 
to take the acknowledgment of married women to deeds; read 
first tithe. 

Mr. Cooke offered the following resolution : 

: Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
‘be required to lay before this body such papers and documents, in 
reference to certificates issued by the Board of Land Commis- 
sioners of Robertson county as he may have in his possession ; 
adopted. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill authorizing the Commissioner of 
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T 
the General Land Office to issue patents to applicants on certi- 
ficates from the Board of Land Commissioners of Robertson 
ċounty that have not been legally returned to the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office; read first time. 

Mr, Brashear introduced a bill to protect the citizens of the 
State of Texas against oppression from foreign corporations; read 
first time. 

* Mr. Van Derlip introduced a bill to incorporate the town of 
Castroville ; read first time. 

Mr. Portis offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Military Affairs be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of repealing the act to organize 
the militia of the Staie of Texas, approved 21st April, 1846, and 
of transferring the archives and records of the Adjutant Gene- 
ral’s office to the office of the Secretary of State, and that they 
report by bill or otherwise; adopted. 

Mr. Phillips introduced a bill to repeal the first section of an 
act supplementary to an act regulating the sale of runaway slaves, 
approved Jan. 27, 1844; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to permit Mary Gillespie to adopt Susan Lavinia McGuf 
fin, infant daughter of Samuel and Mary E. McGuffin, both de- 
ceased, late of the coubty of Grimes; read third time and 
passed. 

Joint resolution requesting the contractor of the mail from 
Austin to Clarksville, by way of Bonham, to transport the mail 
on said route semi-weekly, instead of weekly, and making pro- 
visions for the same ; read third time and passed. ; 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act establishing more per- 
manently the seat of justice of Collin county, approved Jannary 
12, 1848; read third time and passed. 

A bill to fix the salaries and per diem pay of officers not other. 
wise provided for by law; read third time. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the bill by striking out $600 for 
Governor’s Private Secretary ; upon which the yeas any nays 
were called, and stood thus : 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Hart and Wallace—3. 

Nays: Messrs, Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kins 
ney, Latimer, MeRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Robertson, Taylor, Van Derlip and Ward—17; lost. 

The bill was then passed, 

A bill to amend the ninth section of an act authorizing and 
requiring the county courts to regulate roads and appoint over- 
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seers, &c.; read third time, and, on motion of Mr. Grimes, re- 
committed to the committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 

A bill providing for the payment of the forage and subsistence 
of the company of mounted volunteers mustered into the ser- 
vice of this State by Col. H. L. Kinney, on the 10th day of June, 
1849 ; -read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Pease; made the 
special order of. the day for to-morrow. S5 sas 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills, which originated in the Senate: A bill to provide for 
running and establishing correctly the line between Nacogdoches 
and Fannin land districts, and a bill to amend the first section of 
an act fixing the time at which laws passed shall go into effect, 
&c., approved 16th January, 18-40. 

Preamble and joint resolutions instructing our Senators and 
requesting our Representatives to urge upon the Congress of the 
United States the payment of the volunteers called into service, 

‘In 1849, by the Governor of this State, for the protection of the 
South-Western frontier; read second time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Phillips, made the special oider of the day for to-mo:row. 

A bill to quiet the land-titles of those claiming land, under 
patents issned by the Republic of ‘Texas, by the State of Texas, 
and titles issued to colonists, settlers or citizens before the act of 
the consultation, closing the Land Offices in November, 1835, 
under the colonization laws of the Government of Mexico and 
the State of Coahuila and Texas, as head-rights of families, and 
to single men, where the titles issued for oue league and labor of 
land or less ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, re- 
ferred to.the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to prevent Justices of the Peace from issniug executions 
on judgments before the end of the tenth day after the rendition 
of said judgments; read second time, and, on motion of Mr, 
Wallace, referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Joint resolution granting an annuity to David F. Webo; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

A bill authorizing holders of head-right certificates, hounty 
warrants or land scrip to have the same surveyed in three or 

«more lots; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, refer- 
red to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill creating the counties of Presidio, El Paso and Worth ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the 
committee on County Bonndaries. 

A bill defining the boundaries of the county of Santa Fe; 
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read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Van Derlip, referred to 
the committee on County Boundaries. 

The report of the committee on Privileges and Elections, re- 
commending that the bill originating in the Senate to establish 
the per diem and mileage pay of the electors of President and 
Vice President of the United States be adopted as a substitute 
for a bill for the same purpose originating in the House of Re- 
preseutatives ; read and adopted—bill read aud passed to the 
third reading. 

A joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States to procure 
the establishment of certain mail routes upon which the mail 
shall be transporied in coaches and hacks, together with the re- 
port of the Sciect committee, offering a substiute therefor, was 
read; report adopted, and joint resolution, on motion of Mr. 
Kinney, referred to the committee on Federal Relations. 

On motion of Mr. Truit, the Senate adjourned, 


Tuespay, 9 o'clock a. m., November 27, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present :-— Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, Meffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, 
Portis, Taylor, Tiuit, Van Derlip, Waid aud Wallace. The 
journals of yesterday were read and adopted. . 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a resolution of the Senate reqniiing them to 
take into consideration the propriety of aathonzing the county 
courts to appoint jailors, reported that tle committee deemed it 
inexpedient to make the proposed change in the existing law, 
and asked to be discharged from its further consideration. 


Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, fo whom was referred 
a bill granting further time for the payment of government dues 
and the return of field notes, with proposed amendments, report-, 
ed the same back to the Senate, without amendments, and re- 
commended its passage. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill, prescribing the time beyond which 
no grand jury shall remain in session in aby county ; read first 
time. 
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Mr. Davis introduced a bill to amend an act to provide for 
ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of ‘Fexas; read first 
time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to establish the per diem and mileage pay of the electors 
of Presidentand Vice President of the United States; read third 
time and passed, 

A bill to anthorize clerks of county courts to take the acknow- 
ledgment of married women to deeds; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Poitis, referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Castroville; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Van Derlip, referred to the Judiciary 
committee. 

A bill to repeal the first section of an act supplementary to an 
act regulating the sale of runaway slaves, approved 27th Jan., 
1844; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Phillips, referred 
to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issne patents to applicants on certificates irom the Boaid of 
Land Commissioners of Robertson county that Lave not been 
legally returned to the Commissioner of the Get ial Land Of 
fice ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Cuvke, referred 
to the committee on Public Lands. 

A bill to protect the citizens of the State from oppression from 
foreign corporations; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Brashear, referred to the Judiciary committee. 

The report from the Judiciary committee, on resolution of the 
Senate requiring them to take into consideration the propriety of 
authorizing the county courts to appoint jailors; read and 
adopted, 

- Joint resolution granting further time for the payment of go- 
vernment dues and the return of field notes; read and passed to 
the third reading. 

A bill providing payment for the forage, subsistence, &c, of the 
company of mounted volunteers mustered into the service of this 
State by Col. H. L. Kinney, on the 10th day of June, 1849; 
read, and, on motion of Mr, Pease, referred to the committee on 
Finance. 

Preamble and joint resolutions instructing our Senators and re- 
questing our Representatives to urge upon the Congress of the 

- United States the payment of the volunteers called into service, 
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in 1849, by the Governor of this State, for the protection of the 
South-Western frontier; read, and, on motion of Mr. Grimes, re- 
ferred tothe committee on Finance. 

The following communication from the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office was received and read. 


GENERAL Lanp Orrice, Austin, Nov. 27, 1849. 
Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 

Sir—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a resolu- 
tion of the Hon. Senate, requesting the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to lay before that body “such papers and 
documents, in reference to certificates issued by the Board of 
Land Commissio.ers of Robertson county as he may have in his 
possession.” 

I have the honor to lay before that body, in obedience to said 
resolution, the original report of certificates from the clerk of the 
Board of Land Co:nmissioners of that county extending, as will 
be seen, to the 5th November, 1846. This imperfect report is all 
that we hare in the Land Otice from the county of Roberison, 
during that perio’. as a report of land certificates. By inspect- 
ing this document the Hou. Senate will perceive that some of the 
claims reported are without date, some without number and others 
have no qnantity of land assigned them. 

I have chosen to send the original report rather than a copy, 
that the Senate may more readily perceive its discrepancies, and 
I request that the Hon. Senate, having examined this report, will 
cause it to be returned as early as convenient to the General 
Land Office. x 

Since the date of this report, the county of Robertson has 
made its reports regularly to the quarter ending December 2d, 
1847, inclusive: since which time no report has been received 
from that county. 

T have the honor to remain, 
Your Ob't Serv’t, 
GEO. W. SMYTH. 


On mation of Mr. Cooke, the communication and accompany- 
ing documents were referred to the committee on Public Lands, 
On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate, adjourned. 
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WEDNESDAY, 9 o’clock, 4. mM., November 28, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, ‘Taylor, 
Truit, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace. Prayer by the Chaplain. 
The journals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Wallace presented the informal petition of Mrs. Doggett ; 
which was, on motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee 
on Military Affairs, without reading. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to regulate the election of clerks of the 
District Courts in the several counties of this State, and a bill to 
prohibit the execution of a mortgage or lien upon the homestead 
of a family by a husband, without the consent of the wife, report- 
ed the same back to the Senate and recommended their passage. 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
a bill to authorize clerks of the county courts to take the ac- 
knowledgment of married women to deeds. returned the same to 
the Senate and recommended it to their favorable consideration. 

Mr. Wallace, from the Judiciary committee, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to prevent Justices of the Peace from issuing exe- 
cutions on judgments before the end of the tenth day after the 
rendition of said judgments, reported a substitute therefor and 
recommended its adoption. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Federal Rela- 
tions, made the following report : 

The committee on Federal Relations. to whom was referred a 
joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our Re- 
presentatives to procure the establishment of certain mail routes 
"pon which the mail shall be transpoited in coaches and hacks, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
to report that the rapid increase of the population of our State 
has been sneh as to require an increase of the means of transport- 
ing the nails in many parts of the State, and, also, the establish- 
ment of several new routes to be carried on horse-back. The 
committee feel called on to state here that without the increase 
proposed by them, the objects for which this branch of our Go- 
vernment was established will have failed, as the quantity of 
mail matter is such as to render it almost impossible to transport 
it on horse-back on many of the routes. Under this view of the 
necessity of an increase, your committee have reported several 
amendments to the resolution, which, together with the routes 
proposed, by the body of the resolution, they report back to the 
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Senate and recommend their adoption ; all of which is respect- 
fully submitted. 


J. B. ROBERTSON, Chairman. 


Route No. 7. From San Antonio to Rio Grande City, via Corpus 
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Christi, once a week, in fonr-norse coaches, 

From Rio Grande to Laredo, once a week, in four- 
horse coaches. 

From New Orleans to Brazos Santiago, via Gal- 
veston, Paso Cavallo and Aransas Pass, once 
a week, in steam-ships. 

From Shreveport, La., to San Augustine, Texas, 
via Logansport and Shelbyville, twice a week, 
in four-horse coaches. 
rom Logansport to Nacogdoches, via Hilliard’s 
P. O., once a week, on horse-back. 


. From Paracefta, Ark., to Clarksville, Texas, cross- 


ing Red River at the mouth of Mill Creck, once 
a week, on horse-back. 

From Austin to Caldwell, via Yonng’s settlement 
and String Prairie, once a week, in two-horse 
coaches. 


. From Independence to Cameron, via Caldwell 


and Nashville,” once a week, in tiwo-horse 

coaches. 

rom Independence to Bellville, via Brenham, 

once a week, in two-horse coaches. 

From Washington to Brenham, once a week, in 
two-horse coaches. 

From Cameron to Blair’s, once a week, on horse- 
back. 


T3 


18, From Washington to Springfield, via Boonville, 


19. 


20. 


Wheelock and_Franklin, once a week, in two- 
horse coaches. 

From Shelbyvile, direct, to the town of Nacog- 
doches, forty miles, once a week, in two-horse 
coaches. 

From Leona to Palestine, via Navarro, once a 
week, on horse-back. 


u 21, From Woodville to Beauniont, once a week, on 


horse-back. 


Mr. Burleson introduced a joint resolntion for the relief of the 
owner of acertain lot in the city of Austin; read first time. 
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Mr. Grimes introdnced a joint resolution, authorizing the Go- 
vernor to send a Conunissioner to the Government of the United 
States for the purpose of selling a portion of the territory of 
Texas; read first time. 

Mr. McRae offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, ‘That his Excellency the Governor be requested to 
inform the Senate under what law or authority he ordered into 
the service of the State the two companies of troops referred to 
in his message, and his reasons for so doing, in order that the 
Senate may be properly iuformed of the circumstances connected 
therewith ; adopted. 

Mr. Wallace introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, Vint the corumittee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to report a bill providing for the adoption of children ; adopted. 

- Mr; Burleson offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Senate of the State of Texas have heard 
with the greatest satisfaction that our esteemed and worthy fel- 
low-citizen, A. Sidaey Johnston, has been appointed Pay-master 
in the United States army. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the resolution was laid on the table 


for one day. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to amend an act to provide for ascertaining the debt of 
the late Republic of Texas; read second time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on Finance. 

A joint resolution granting further timefor the payment of go- 
vernment dues and the return of field notes; read third time. 

Mr. Robertson moved its indefinite postponement ; lost. 

The Lill was then adopted by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, 
Hart, Kinney. Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, 
Portis, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip and Wallace—18. 

Nays’ Mr. R bertson—l1. 

A bill prescribing the time beyond which no grand jury shall 
remain in session in any county; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

A joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives to procure the establishment of certain mail 
routes upon which the mail shall be transported in coaches and 
hacks, together with the report of the committee on Federal Re- 
lations offering amendments. 

Mr. Truit offered the following amendment to the amendments 
proposed by the committee : 
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A four-horse ronte from Shelbyville, direct, to the town of 
Nacogdoches, 40 miles, going and returning once a week ; 
adopted. _ 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend by striking out “ Nacogdoches” 
and “San Augustine”, and inserting “San Augustine” in lieu of 
“ Nacogdoches” ; adopted. 

Mr. Cooke moved to amend by adding two additional routes: 
From Leona to Palestine, via Navarro, 60 miles, weekly, on 
horse-back, and from Springfield, via Pine Bluff, to Palestine, 
weekly, on horse-back ; adopted. 

On motion of Mr, Wallace, the joint resolution and the amend- 
ments were recommitted to the committee on Federal Relations. 

~ Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill creating the counties of Presidio, El 
Paso and Worth, reported the same back to the Senate, without 
amendment, and recommended its passage ; bill read and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

A bill to prevent Justices of the Peace from issuing executions 
on judgments before the end of the tenth day after the rendition 
of said judgments, together with the report from the Judiciary 
committce offering a substitute, was read—report adopted, and 
bill ordered to Le engrossed. 

A biil to prohibit the executions of a mortgage or lien upon 
the homestead of a family by the husband, without the consent 
of the wife; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to authorize clerks of county courts to take the acknow- 
ledgment of married women to deeds ; read and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

A bill to regulate the elections of clerks of the District Courts 
in the several counties of this State; read and passed to a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, joint resolution for the relief of Al- 
bert Von Germar was taken up and read. 

Mr. Wallace moved to recommit the bill to the committee on 
Public Lands; lost. 

Mr. Phillips moved to lay it on the table ; lost. 

The bill was then passed by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, Kinney, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip and Ward—18. 

Nays: Mr. Hart—1. Mr. Wallace declined voting. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the Select committee, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to provide for the payment of jurors, reported a sub- 
stitute for the same and recommended its adoption ; adopted, and 
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bill, on motion of Mr. Latimer, laid on the table until to-morrow, 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
transmitting the following resolution: : 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives will go Into an 
election tor District Attorney for the Third Judicial District, on 
Thursday, the 29th inst., at 11 o’clock, a. m. ; and that the Senate 
be invited to attend said election. 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, laid on the table until to-mor- 
row. 

Also, informing the Senate that the House of Representatives 
had passed the following bill and joint resolutions, viz: 

A bill to incorporate the Brownsville Lyceum ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of John Balch; and, 

A joint resolution for the relief of Hugh McClure; which 
were severally read first time. : 

Also, that the House had adopted a substitute, by way of 
amendment, for a joint resolution instructivg our Senators and 
requesting our Representatives to urge upon the Congress of the 
United States the passage of a law for the removal of Indians; 
in which amendment the Senate concurred. 

Mr. Robertson gave notice that he would enter his protest 
against the passage of the joint resolution granting further time 
for the payment of government dues and the return of field 
notes. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the Senate adjcurned. 


o 


Tavurspay, 9 o'clock, a. m., November 29, 1949. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present; Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Robertson, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace. The jour- 
nals of yesterday were read and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Gage, Mr. Burleson was excused from at- 
tendance, on account of sickness. 

Mr. Cooke presented the petition of sundry citizens of Leona, 
Grimes and Walker counties, praying that a strip of Grimes and 
Walker counties be annexed to Leona county; which was, on 
motion of Mr. Cooke, referred to the committee on County Boun- 
daries, without reading. 

L 
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Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill defining the bowndaries of the county 
of Santa Fé, reported a substitute for the same and recommend- 
ed its adoption. 

Mr. Van Derlip introduced a bill to provide for the ejvil or- 
ganization of the counties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa 
Fe; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days was suspended, bill read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Van Derlip, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman cf the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed : 

A bill toamend the 55th section of the act to organize justices’ 
courts, ando define the powers and jurisdiction of the same, ap- 
proved March 20th, 1848. A bill to authorize clerks of the 
county courts to,take the acknowledgment of married women,to 
deeds. A bill to prohibit the execution of a mortgage or lien up- 
on the homestead of a family by the husband, without the con- 
sent of the wife, and a bill creating the counties of Presidio, El 
Paso and Worth. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly eifrolled, viz : 

An act to amend the first section of an act fixing the time at 
which laws passed shall go into effeet, é&c., approved January 
16th, 1840; and an act to provide for running and establishing 
correctly the line between Nacogdoches and Fannin land dis- 
tricts, and the same had been presented, this day, to the Governor 
for his approval. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Resolution of the House to go into an election for District 
Attorney for the third Judicial District, on ‘Thursday, the 29th 
inst., at 11 o'clock, a. M. A 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the resolution was referred to the 
Judiciary committee. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
througn their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had adopted the substitute of the Senate for a bill regulating the 
pay of electors of President and Vice President of the United 
States; and that the House had passed a bill, making additional 
appropriations of land for purposes of education, and a bill to 
incorporate the Marshall Cemetery Company; which were reed 
first time. 
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The resolution offered by Mr. Burleson, on yesterday, com- 
plimentary to Gen. A. Sidney Johnston, was read. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following amendment: “and that 
they are displeased to hear of the removal from the office of G. 
L. Clapp, late mail agent”. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the resolution and amendment 
were laid.on the table. 

A bill to. provide for the payment of jurors; read. 

Mr. Yan Derlip offered the following amendment to section 3: 


Strike out “ five”, and insert “three”, and add a proviso in the 
following words—* provided, that if any suit hereafter instituted 
shall be disposed of by non-suit, dismissal by the plaintiff or 
otherwise, without a trial Ly jury, no such tax-fee shall be 
charged”; a division of the question being called for, the motion 
to strike out “five” and insert “three” was carried by the follow- 
ing vote. 

Yeas: Messrs. Davis, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Phillips, Van 
Derlip, Ward and Wallace—s. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Gage, Grimes, McRae, Parker, Pease, 
Robertson and Truit—8 ; there being a tie, the President voted 
in the affirmative. 

The question then recurred on the proviso on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Van Derlip, upon which the yeas and nays were 
called, and stood: 

Yeas: Messrs. Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Yan Derlip, 
Ward and Wallace—-7. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Gage, McRae, Parker, Phil- 
lips, Robertson and Truit—9 ; lost. 

Mr. Latimer moved to amend the 3d section by striking out 
the following words: “or that may hereafter be brought to any 
District Court of this State by appeal or otherwise”; upon which 
the yeas and nays were called, and stood thns: 

Yeas: Messrs, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Yan Derlip, Ward and 
Wallace—6. : 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kin- 
ney, McRae, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson and Truit 
—13; lost. 

Mr. Portis moved to amend the 4th section by inserting after 
the word “court” the following words “and the person or er- 
sons convicted shall stand committed until the said fee is paid”; 
lost. 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend the 9th section by striking out the 
words “ verified by his affidavit” ; lost, 
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Mr. Van Derlip moved to amend the 16th section by striking 
out “23” and inserting “5”; lost. 

Mr. Moffett moved that the bill be made the special order of the 
day fey Monday, the 3d December, and that 25 copies be printed ; 
carried. 

A bill creating the counties of Presidio, El Paso aud Worth ; 
read third time. 

Mr. Van Derlip offered the following as a substitute for 2d 
section : 


Be it further enacted, That the seat of justice of said county 
of Presidio shall be at Fort Leaton on the Rio Grande until other- 
wise provided by law; adopted, and bill passed. 

A bill to regulate the election of clerks of the District Courts 
in the several counties in this State ; read third time and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of John Balch; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on 
Public Lands. 

A bill to incornorate the Brownsville Lyceum; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Moffett, referred to the comunittee on 
Education. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Hugh McClure; read se- 
cond time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

A joint resolution for the relief of the owner of a certain Aus- 
tin city lot; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 'Truit, re- 
ferred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill to prohibit the execution of a mortgage or lien upon the 
homestead of a family by the husband, without the consent of 
the wife ; read third time. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the bill by inserting after 
“family” the words “as defined in the constitution”; carried, 
and bil! passed. 


A joint resolution authorizing the Governor to send a Commis- 
sioner to the United States for the purpose of selling a portion of 
the territory of Texas; read second time, and referred to the 
committee on Federal Relations. 

A bill to authorize clerks of county courts to take the acknow- 
ledgment of married women to deeds; read third time and 

assed. 
? A bill to amend the 55th section of the act to organize justices’ 
courts, and to define the powers and jurisdiction of the same, 
approved March 20, 1848; read third time and passed. 
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The report of the committee on County Boundaries reporting 
a substitute for the bill defining the boundaries of the county of 
Santa Fé, was read, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, laid upon the 
table until to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, the Senate adjourned. 


Frrpay, 9 o'clock, a. m., November 30th, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, ‘Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, 
Truit, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace. The journal of yester- 
day was read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. McRae, Mr. Taylor was excused from at- 
tendance, on.account of sickness, 

Mr. Moffett, from the committee on Roads, Bridges and Fer- 
ries, to whom was referred a bill to amend the ninth section of 
an act authorizing and requiring the county courts to regulate 
roads and appoint t overseers, &C., ‘reported the same back to the 
Senate and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to provide for the civil organization of 
the counties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa Fe, reported 
the same back to the Senate, with amendments, and recommend- 
ed their adoption and the passage of the bill. 

Ist amendment: 1st section—strike out all after the word 
“Santa Fe” in the 6th line. ` 

2d amendment: strike ont the 2d section and insert as follows: 
“That said Commissioner shall have power,and it is hereby made 
his duty to lay off such poitions of said connties into convenient 
justices’ and election precincts, and to have the same recorded in 
the office of the county clerk, when elected ; to order an elec- 
tion of all county and precinct officers; to appoint and administer 
the appropriate oaths to the presiding officers, requiring them to 
conduct said election, according to an act regulating elections, to 
receive the returns of said election and declare the result and 
make returns thereof to the Secretary of State.” 

3d amendment: section 3d—in the 4th line after the word 
“immediately”, insert as follows—* issue certificates of election 
to the several officers eleet and”; in the 6th line, after the word 
€ many” insert-“ by giving the bonds required by law”. 
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Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a resolution of the Senate instructing them 
to report a bill, providing for the adoption of children, reported 
a bill to provide the mode of adoption ; read first time. 

Mr. Phillips, also, made the following report : 


ComMITTEE Room, Nov. 27, 1849. 
To the Hon. Joun A. Greer, ` 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
concerning passengers coming to the State of Texas, report that 
they are deeply impressed with a sense of the absolute necessity 
of passing the present bill or some other containing similar pro- 
visions. For many years past an immense number of foreign 
emigrants have arrived at the different ports of the United States. 
At no former period, perhaps, for a given time, has the number 
been greater than during the vears 1818-9. The excited state 
of the old world, the constant apprehension of revolutions, the 
failure of crops in some places, together with the increasing popu- 
larity of the principles of onr government, the acknowlcdged 
advantages of our soil and climate, insuring an abundance and 
variety of products, influence thousands to seek a home in some 
portion of our country. Of these, Texas continues to receive her 
full proportion. Indeed from the lilerality of her past policy, no 
less than from her superior inducements, it is believed, she is re- 
ceiving more than her quota, compared with that native popula- 
tion of the different States. But while the rich and the poor, 
and the oppressed of all natious are invited to share our prospe- 
rity, it is bnt reasonable and proper that we should protect our- 
selves by law from imposition, aud not encourage immigration, 
at the expense of our own citizens. Toxas is the only State in 
the Union, on the sea-board. that has not enacted some law simi- 
lar in its provisions to the bill now reported. i 

Its object is two-fold—first to prevent imposition—second to 
provide a fund from the contributions of the paties themselves 
for the aid of those of their own number, who may require relief. 

It will prevent foreign parishes and governments from throw- 
ing the inmates of their poor-houses on our charity, and protect 
our sea-port towns from the necessity of diverting their funds 
raised for purposes of general police regulations into other chan- 
nels, and Innit the number of private appeals for charity, on be- 
half of foreigners, to citizens residing on the coast. These, in 
some places, have hecome so frequent as to be burdensome in 
the extreme as well as annoying and prejudical to the claims of 
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those who have a paramount right to favorable consideration.— 
Your committee, therefore, recommend the passage of the bill, 
without amendment. 

A. H. PHILLIPS, Chairman. 


Mr. Phillips, also, made the following report: 

ComMiTTEE Room, Nov. 27, 1849. 

Hon, Jonn A. GREER, i 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to wiiom was referred a re- 
solution of the Senate relating to the 16th se ilou of the 7th ar- 
ticle of the constitution, together with a plan of a digest of the 
laws of Texas submitted by O. C. Hartley, Esq, marked “A”, 
report a bill herewith for the consideration of the Senate. 

‘The plan of the proposed digest is unanimously approved by 
the committee. If completed and published, it will present the 
laws properly arranged under appropriate heads, and require no 
professional skill to distinguish those that are repealed from such 
as are in force. Indeed, your committee con-ider this digest or 
one of a similar nature indispensably necessary lefore any well 
advised revision of the laws can be made. 

The bill reported seems the most judicious as well as econo- 
mical mode of carrying out the requirement of the constitution 
on the subject. The price ill be $1 50 per copy for one thou- 
sand copies, and $4 for each copy over that number. By taking 
1500 copies we shall be able to deposite one volume in each dis- 
trict aud county clerks’ office in the State, furnish one to each 
Justice of the Peace, and have a sufficient number left to make 
the necessary exchanges and to supply the tables of members 
of the Legislature. 

A bill authorizing the Governor to subscribe for 1500 copies 
of a digest of the laws of Texas proposed to be published by O. 
C. Hartley, Esq. ; read first time. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Le ds, 
reported a bill to repeal an act for the relief of John S. Biack 
and sundry other citizens of Harris ccuuty; which was read 
first time. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported a joint resolution, relative to tlre :emoval of-certain tribes 
of Indians beyond the limits of the State of Texas; correctly en- 
rolled, and that the same was presented to the Governor for his 
approval, on the 25th inst. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
A bill making additional appropriations of land for purposes 
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of education ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Ward, 
referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A bill to incorporate the Marshall Cemetery Company ; read 
second time, and, on motion of My. Latimer, referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The report of the committee on County Boundaries offering a 
substitute for a bill defining the boundaries of the county of 
Santa Fe ; read and adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Grimes, ch urman of the committee on Apportionment, 
on part of the Senate, reported a bill to apportion the Senators 
and Representatives of the Legislature among the several coun- 
ties of th’; State; read first time. 

A til toamend the ninth section of an act authorizing and 
requiring the county courts to regulate roads and appoint over- 
seers, &c.; read, 

Mr. Grimes oifercd the followi he amendment to the Gth see- 
tion : strike out all after “ year” i the 6th line” ; adopted, 

On motion of My. Latimer, the bill was 1eferred to the com- 
mittee on Roads. Bridges and Ferries. 

A bili to provide fur the civil organization of the connties of 
Presidi., BI Paso, Worth aud Santa Ve, together with the report 
of the coinmitice on the Judiciary offering "amendments thereto, 
was read, aud amendments adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moveu to amend the 4th section by filling the 
blank with 500, and striking out all after & dollars” to “ the “word 
is"; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Rebertson, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on Military Affairs by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis. Ki: mey, McRae, Mof- 
fett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Tiuit and Ward—l11. 

Nays: Messrs. Gaze, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Pease, Phillips, 
Van Derlip and Wallace—S, 

A message was received from the Honse «7 Representatives, 
inform ig the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills - 

A bill to amend the 3d section of an act to regulate the pub- 
lic printing ; 

A bill to provide for the permanent location of the seat of jus- 
tice for Cass county ; 

A bill to authorize the clerks of the county courts in the State 
of ‘Texas to take the separate acknowledgment of married wo- 
men to deeds executed by them; which were severally read first 
time. 

A bill, concerning passengers coming to the State-of Texas, 


185 


together with the report of the Judiciary committee thereon, was 
tead, and, on motion of Mr. Brashear, bill was laid on the table 
and made the special order for Tuesday, the 4th December, 

On motion of Mr, Parker, the Senate adjourned. 


Sarurpay, 9 o’clock, a. m., December 1, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Lati- 
mer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, 
Truit, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace. The journals of yes- 
terday were read and adopted. 


Mr. Wall ce presented the petition of the citizens of Jasper 
county ; which was read, and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, refer- 
red to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. McRae presented the petition of sundry citizen; of 
Jasper county; which was read, and, on motion of Mr. McRae, 
referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. McRae, also, presented the petition of George Dougherty 
and other citizens of Newtown con:.ty :; which was, on motion of 
Mr. McRac, referred to the committee on the Judiciary, without 
reading. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported an act to establish the per diem and mileage pay of the 
electors of President and Vice President of the United States, 
and a joint resolution for the relief of Thomas Ward correctly 
enrolled, and that the same were presented to the Governor for 
his approval, on the 30th November. 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of William Shipp and 
Sarah Corzine; which was, on motion of Mr. Wallace, referred 
to the committee on Public Lands, without reading. 

Mr. Portis, from the committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred a bill to provide for the civil organization of the 
counties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa Fe, reported the 
same back to the Senate, with a substitute for the 4th section as 
ah amendment in the following words: 


Be it further enacted, ‘That said Commissioner shall] receive, 
for the performance of the duties required by this act, the sum 
of three hundred dollars, and the further sum of three dollars for 
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every thirty miles’ travel ia going to and returning from said 
counties, and a sufficient amount of money is hereby appropriat- 
ed for that purpose. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Federal Rela- 
tions, to whom was referred a joint resolution instructing our 
Senators and requesting our Representatives to procure the estab- 
lishment of certain mail routes upon which the mail shall be 
transported in coaches and hacks, reported the same back to the 
Senate, with the following amendment, and recommended its 
adoption and the passage of the bill. 

Route No. 22. From Corpus Christi to Brownsville, once a 
week, in four-horse coaches. 


Mr. Van Derlip introduced the following bills: 

A bill to provide for deductions from the salaries of District 
Judges and District Attorneys who fail or neglect to perform the 
duties assigned them by law; a bill to define the time ef hold- 
ing the District Courts in the Eleventh Judicial District of the 
State of Texas, aud a bill to establish the Eleventh Judicial Dis- 
trict of the State of Texas; which were severally read first 
time. % 

Adv, Grimesintreduced a joint resolution to authorize the Comp- 
troller of Public Accounts to sell certain property pertaining to 
the late Republic of Texas; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to amend the 3d section of an act to regulate the pub- 
blic printing; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Wal- 
lace, referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to provide for the permanent location of the seat of jus- 
tice of Cass county; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Lalimer, referred to the committee on County Boundaries, 

A bill to authorize the several clerks of the connty courts’ in 
the State of Texas to take the separate acknowledgment of mar- 
ried women to deeds executed by them; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Portis, referre] to the committee on the Judi- 
clary. 

A bill to repeal an act for the relief of John S. Black and 
others ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Brashear, made 
the special order of the day for Tuesday, the 4th inst. 

A bill authorizing the Governor to subscribe for 1500 copies 
of a digest proposed to be published by O. C. Hartley, Esq. 3 
read second time. 
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Mr. Kinney moved to refer the bill to a Select committee of 
five ; upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus; 
Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Kinney, McRae, Robertson and 

Truit—b. 

Nays: Messrs. Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, 
Pease, Phillips, Portis, Van Derlip, ‘Ward and Wallace—12 ; 
lost. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to provide the mode of adoption; read second time— 
question on the engrossment of the bill was taken and lost. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the vote refusing to engross the 
bill was reconsidered; and, on motion of Mr. Gage, bul laid on 
the table until : Monday, the 3d inst. 

A bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives of the 
Legislature among the several o of this State; read se- 
cond time, and, on motion of Mr, Wallace, made the epecjal or- 
der of the day for Friday, the 7th lust. 

A joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives i in the United States Congress to procure the 
establishment of certain mail routes upon which the mail shall 
be transported in coaches and hacks, together with the report of 
the committee on Federal Relations offering au amendment there- 
to, was read, and report adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the bill was laid on the table. 

- Mr. Portis introduced a preamble and joint resolutions, instruct- 
ing our Senators and requesting our Representauves in the Con- 
gress of the United States to demand of the United States pro- 
tection to the State of Texas from thedomestic vicletce, and the 
immediate recognition of the Western boutdary of the State of 
Texas as defined by the laws of this State aud guarauticd Ly the 
joint resolutions of annexation ; read first time, 

Mr. Brashear introduced a jaint resolution to appoint a commit- 
tee to take into consideration the erection of a fire-proof Land 
Office ; laid on the table for one day. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had adopted a substitute for 
a bill to authorize and empower all State, District and County 
officers to continne to perform the duties of their respective of- 
fices until their successors are elected and qualified, according to 
law, which originated in the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the bill was laid on the table and 
made the order of the day for Monday, the 3a inst. 

A bill to provide for the civil organization of the counties of 
Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa Fe, together with the report 
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of the committee on Military Affairs offering an amendment 
was read ; amendment adopted. 

Mr. Robertson moved to lay the bill on the table and make 
it the special order of the day for Monday, the 3d inst. ; lost. 

The bill wasthen ordered to be engrossed by the following 
vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Lati- 
mer, McRae, Afoffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Truit, Van 
Derlip, Ward and Wailace—17. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke and Robertson—2Z. 

A message was received from the Governor, presenting the 
following cotamunication in writing; which was read, and, on 
motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committce on Finance. 


Executive Orrice, November 30th, 1849, 
Genilemen of the Nenate : 

The Isxecutive has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
a resolution of your Honorable body, reyuesting him to inform 
the Senate under what law or authority he ordered into the ser- 
vice of the State the two companies of troops referred to in his 
messag>, and lis reasons for so doing, &c, 

En raply be has the honor to say that, in May last, information 
ofa met rena te character was received by him that the conntry 
around Corpua Christ: and between that place and the Rio Grande 
was infeste.| by large bodies of hostile Indians, who were com- 
mitting almost daily extensive depredations ard frequent mur- 
ders upon the citizens of that portion of our State. The enter- 
prising pioneers, wha were attempting to form settlements in 
that quarter, were not only interrupted in their employments, but 
driven into tae neighboring towns, in many instances compelled 
to abandon their burning homes and every thing they possessed. 

Tt was, at the same time. known to the Executive that several 
companies of the United States troops, principally infantry and 
artillery, were stationed on the Rio Grande, Lut it was equally 
well known to him that this forces either from its injudicious dis- 
position or from a want of adaptability. had proved itself utterly 
inadequate or unfit for the purposes of protection. ‘That such 
was the fict was neither the fault of the officers or men who 
composed this force; it arose necessarily from the nature of their 
organization, belonging as they did to an arm of national defence, 
wholly unfit for the peculiar service required. They are un- 
able to protect against such an enemy, moving uniformly on 
horse-back and with great celerity,any more than the space cover- 
ed by their encampments or within range of their guns. 
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The Government of the United States was addressed directly 
upon this subject as weil as its military officers in immediate 
command here. They were slow, however, to recognize the 
necessity- of action, on their part, and the State was left no other 
resource against outrage and violence but an appeal to the patrio- 
tism of her own cilizens to protect her territory against savage 
cruelty. 

In this condition of things, when the cries of his fellow-citi- 
zens for help were reaching bim every day; when every new rnes- 
senger from that quarter was but the herald of some new outrage, 
of some more startling atrocity, the Executive never thought of 
appealing to the statute-book to ascertain the nature or the extent 
ot his official duty. ‘This was indicated to him with suflicient 
force and clearness by the common instincts of nature and hu- 
manity. We cdo not seek, in written codes, any fauthority or sanc- 
tion for defending our persons and our property against ageres- 
sion and wrong; itis an impulse of our nature older than the 
law, superior to all the gnarantees of the constitution. 

The same paramount right and duty attaches to him who is 
entrusted with the government of a State to employ its means 
to repel violence and protect it from injury. Aside from these 
considerations, it is believed by the Executive that, in acce ting 
the services of these companies, he acted in strict conforimty to 
the constitution, The fourth section of the sixth article of that 
instrument declares that « the Governor shall have power to call 
forth the militia to execute the laws of the State, to repress in- 
surrection aud :2pel invasion.” The emergency, which he con- 
eeived to exist, may not technically be held either an insurrec- 
tion or an invasion, but to the State and its citizens the conse- 
quences were the same: under this section, if the power eger- 
cised in the instance, under consideration, be not vested in the 
Executive, he confesses himself unable to understand either the 
force or the application of the language. If, however, it should 
be held that the constitution does not sustain him in the course 
_he adopted, the Executive does not court, but will not shriak 
from condemnation, preferring far to be condemned for employ- 
ing irregular means to do a praiseworthy act than to be commend- 
ed for folding his arms, according to law,and looking with un- 
concern upon the sufferings of his fellow-citizens. Should your 
Honorable body adopt the opinion that the Executive in this in- 
stance acted improvidently, and without the sanction of law, he 
indulges the hope that this circumstance may not impair the 
claims of those whose services and means werc placed at the dis- 
posal of the State to protect the lives and property of her people. 
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Should the Legislature fail to do this, we can have no reason’ to 
expect that the General Government will recognize the neces: 
sity of the eall, or make provision for their payment, and. the 
consequence will be that on future occasions, when the State may 
need the aid and services of her citizens, her cal] may be as cold- 
ly and indifferently responded to.as she now responds to them. 
I have the honor to be, 
Your Ob’t Serv’t, 
GEO. T. WOOD. 


Mr. Grimes offered the following resolution : 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House concnrring,) That a joint 
committee be raised, consisting of two Senators and three members 
from the House of Representatives, who shali be required jointly to 
apply to and receive from the Comptroller of Public Accounts 
all land scrip, loan bonds and other obligations issued by the late 
Republic of Texas, which are now remaining in the Comp- 
troller’s office, and have never been disposed of, and that they 
cause al] such land scrip, loan bonds, &c., when received, to be 
publicly burnt and utterly destroyed, and report their proceed- 
ings to the two Houses of the Legislature” ; adopted. 

Messrs. Grimes and Truit were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the Senate adjourned. 


Monpay 9 o’cloek, a. m., Dec. 3d, 1849. . 

The Senate was called to order by the President. 

Senators present: Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Gage, Grimes, 
Hart, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, 
Portis, Robertson, Truit, Taylor, Van Derlip, Ward and Wal- 
lace. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The journals of Saturday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a bill to exempt buildings and grounds designed 
and used for purposes of education and public worship, from 

’ taxation, reported the same back to the Senate and recommended 
sits passage. 

Mr. Grimes, from the same committee, made the following 
report : 

The committee on Finance, to which was referred a bill to 
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amend the third section of an act to regulate the publie print- 
ing, have had the subject under their consideration and bave in- 
structed me to report that in the opinion of your eemmittee, the 
propositions of W. H. Cushney to print the laws and journals, _ 
and his election by the Legislature under these propositions, 
places this matter in the nature of a contract confirmed, which 
neither party has the right to alter without the consent of the 
other. ‘That any alteration now made by the Legislature 
would release the public printer from the obligations of his con- 
tract, and might compel the Legislature to enter into a new con- 
tract or to submit to such additional remuneration as the public 
printer might think proper to demand. Should the public print- 
er be willing to alter the contract in the manner proposed by 
the bill, which is the printing of marginal notes to both laws 
and journals; the additional expense in the opinion of your 
committee would be greater thaa the advantages to be derived 
from the proposed amendment. 

Your committee therefore recommend that the bill be rejected. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to regulate ferries, reported the same 
back with the following amendments ahd recommended their 
adoption and the passage of the bill. 

Amendment lIst,—Ist section, 4th line from the bottom, after 
the word “shore,” strike out the balance of thé section and in- 
sert as follows : 

« With the consent of the owner of the land on said shore, if 
such consent cannot be obtained, he may apply to the county 
court for the establishment of a public road from said opposite 
shore and said court shall act on such application as in other 
cases.” 

Amendment 2d.—3d section, after the word “ collected,” se- 
cond line from the bottom, insert the following: By the coun- 
ty” court. 

Amendment 3d.—4th section. After the word “license” in 
the third line trom the bottom, strike out the balance of the sec- 
tion. > 

Amendment åth.—Tth section, 3d line, after the words “ coun- 
ty in,” insert as follows: “In such sum as the county court 
shall direct, not less than”. 

Amendment 5th.—11th section, 2d line from bottom, after the 
words “shall be” insert thus: “Received in” and also in the 
same line, strike out “sufficient”. 

Amendment 6th.—19th section, in the 6th line after the word 
“ferry” insert thus: “Or when a ferry has been established.” 


192 


Amendment 7th.—6th section, after word “owner” in the 
first line, insert “or licensed ferryman.” 

Add the following section : 

Sec. 20. That “an act authorizing and requiring county 
courts to regulate roads, appoint overseers and establish ferries,” 
approved December 20, 1836, with the exception of the 20th 
and 21st sections thereof, and a “joint resolution defining the 
powers of the Commissioners of roads and revenue,” approved 
June 7, 1837, and the fifth section of “an act to amend an act 
organizing justices’ courts and defining the powers and jurisdic- 
tion of the same,” approved January 19, 1841; and “an act to 
authorize the county courts of Brazoria and Galveston to raise a 
revenue by license on public ferries,” approved January 14, 1843, 
shall be and the same are hereby repealed. 

Mr. Pease introduced a bill to authorize any two county com- 
missioners to perform the duties of Chief Justice of the county 
court, when said office is vacant or when said officer is absent 
from the county, or is unable or disqualified to act; read first 
time. 

Mr. McRae introduced a bill for the relief of the citizens of Jas- 
per county; read first time. 

On motion of Mr, McRae, the rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days was suspended ; bill read second time and 
referred to the committee on Public Lands. | 

Mr. Wallace offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That M. B. Irvin, Door-keeper of the Senate, be 
authorized to employ a servant at the rate of one dollar per day, 
to attend to the menial duties of said office, and that a sufficient 
amount therefor be appropriated out of the contingent fund for 
the Legislature. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the resolution was laid on the table 
for one day. 

Mr. Davis introduced a bill supplementary to an act creating 
fees of office, approved March 20th, 1848 ; read first time. 

The Senate proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to provide for the payment of jurors; read, and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Robertson, laid on the table till to-morrow. 

T'he Senate refused to adopt the substitute of the House for 
a bill to anthorize and require all State, District and County offi- 
cers to continue to perform the duties of their respective offices 
until their successors are elected and qualified according to law. 

A bill to prescribe the mode of adoption ; read. 
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Mr. Gage moved to amend the bill by striking out the follow- 
ing: 

Provided however, that i: the party adopting such person, have 
at the time of such adoption or shall thereafter have a child or 
children, begotten in lawful wedlock, such adopted child shall, 
in no case inherit more than one-fourth of the estate of the party 
adopting him or her ;” upon the adoption of which the yeas and 
nays being called stood thus: 

Yeas :—Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Gage and Portis; 4. 

Nays :—Messrs. Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, Mc- 
Rae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Robertson, Trut, Van Der- 
lip, Ward and Wallace; 15; lost. 

Mr. Robertson moved to lay the bill on the table till the 4th of 
July next; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips bill was laid on the table. 

A message was reecived from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, informiug the Senate that the House 
had adopted the resolution of the Senate appointing a committee 
to examine the Penitentiary and report thereon with amend- 
ments, in which the Senate concurred. 

Also, that the House had passed a joint resolution authorizing 
the procurement of a slab of native marble of the required di- 
mensions, to be placed in the National Monument being built in 
the city of Washington; and joint resolution for the relief of 
James M. Manning; which were read first time. 

Preamble and joint resolutions instructing our Senators and 
requesting our Representatives in the Congress of the United 
States, to demand of the United States protection to the State 
from domestic violence, and the immediate acknowledgment of 
the Western boundary of the State of Texas as defined by the 
Jaws of this State and guarantied by the joint resolutions of an- 
nexation ; read second tiine, and on motion of Mr. Portis, refer- 
red to the committee on Federal Relations. 

Mr. Kinney?introduced a bill to incorporate the Nueces Man- 
ual Labor school ; read first time. 

Joint Resolution, to authorize the Comptroller of Public Ac- 
counts to sell certain property pertaining to the late Republic of 
Texas; read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

The resolution to appoint a committee to take into considera- 
tion the erection of a fire proof General Land Office, was read, 
and on motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to the committee en the 
Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Portis the Senate went into an election ofa 
Senator to examine the Penitentiary. 

M 
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Mr. Portis nominated Mr. Brashear, 

_ There being no other nomination, Mr. Brashear was selected 
to perform that duty. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following resolution = 

Resolved, That the Governor be respectfully requested to lay 
before the Senate all information relating to the interest or gov- 
ernment of the county of Santa Fe, that may have been received 
by him since his last communication to the Senate on that sub- 
ject; adopted. 

A bill to establish the 11th Judicial District of the State of 
Texas; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Van Derlip, re- 
ferred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to define the time of holding the District Courts in the 
lith Judicial District; read second time, andon motion of Mr. 
Gage, relerred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to provide for deductions from the salaries of District 
Judges and District Attorneys, who. fail or neglect to perform the 
duties assigned them by law ; read seeond time and on motion of 
Mr. Gage, referred to the Finance committee. 

A bill to regulate’ ferries, together with the report of the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary offering amendments thereto, was read 
and amendments adopted. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following amendment to the 11th 
section. 

Provided, That this act shall not be so construed as to make 
any ferryman liable for the penalty of-failing or refusing to ferry 
any person or property across any stream, lake or bay where the 
water is out of the bank of said stream, lake or bay ; rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill to exempt buildings and grounds designed and used for 
purposes of education or publie worship, from taxation ; read 
and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to amend the 3d section of an act to regulate the public 
printing, together with the report of the committee on Finance, 
recommending the rejection of the bill, was read and report 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, the Senate adjourned, 
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~ bd 

The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Tay- 
lor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward and;Wallace. Prayer by the chap- 
lain. The journals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes presented the petition of the Texas Monumental 
committee, together with 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Monumental Committee; read 
first time. 

_Mr. Cooke presented the petition of Daniel Martindale, which 
Was, on motion of Mr.,Cooke, referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims, without reading. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
to whom was referred a bill for the relief of the citizens of Jas- 
per County, reported the same back to the Senate with two addi- 
tional sections as amendments, and recommended their adoption 
and the passage of the bill. 

Amendments: 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the Commissioner of 
the General Landoffice is hereby authorized to employ an addi- 
tional clerk for the purpose of transcribing said records at the 
same as other clerks in the Landoffice. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That this act take effect and 
be in force from and after its passage. 

Mr. Latimer, from the same committee, reported a substitute 
fora bill extending the time for taking out unconditional head- 
rights, and recommended its adoption. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to incorporate the Marshall Cemetery 
Company, reported the same back to the Senate, withont amend- 
ment, aud recommended its passage. 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, to whom was referred a 
bill to establish the Kileventh Judicial District of the State of Tex- 
as, and a bil! to define the time of holding the courts in the Blev- 
enth Judicial District, reported the same back to the Senate, and 
recommended their passage without amendment. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed : 

A bill authorizing and requiring the Governor to subscribe, on 
behalf of the State, for 1,500 copies of a digest of the laws of 
Texas proposed to be published by O. C. Hartley, Esq. 

A bill defining the boundaries of the eounty-of Santa Fe, and 
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A bill to provide for the civil organization of the counties of 
Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa Fe. 

Mr. ‘Wallace introduced a bill to fix the whole number of Sen- 
ators at twenty-one and apportion them among the several dis- 
tricts herein established,according to the number of qualified elec- 
tors; and to apportion fifty- two, ‘the whole numher of Represen- 
tati ves, among the several counties according to the number of 
free population in each ; read first time. 

Mr. Pease introduced a bill supplementary to an act regula- 
ting appeals to the Supreme Court in criminal cases, approved 
May 13th, 1846; read first time. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. i 

A bill to provide tor the payment of jurors'; read by sections. 

Mr. Van Derlip moved to ameud the 2ad section, by striking 
out all of said section after the words “ shall be” in 2nd line and 
the words “ taxed in the bill of costs and when collected, paid 
to the clerk of said court” upon which the yeas and nays were 
called and stood as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Hart, Kinney, Latimer,Phillips, Van Derlip and 
Wallace—6. 

Nays—Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Grimes, McRae, Moffett, Parker, 
Pease, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, and Ward— 12 ; lost. 

Mr. Pease moved to amend the 2nd section by inserting the 
word “ final” before the word “judgment” m ‘the last line of said 
section ; carried. 

Mr. Latimer moved to amend the 2nd section by inserting “ or- 
iginally commenced in said court after the word ‘district in first 
line ; lost. 

Mr. Pease moved to amend the 3rd section by inserting the 
word “final” before the word “judgment” in the last line of 
said section ; carried. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 3rd section by inserting af- 
ter the word “otherwise” in 2nd line “and be there tried by a 
jury ;” lost. 


Mr. Wallace moved to amend by striking out the word “ ex- l 


cept criminal causes” in 3rd line and inserting “and be there tri- 
ed by a jury ;” lost. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 4th section by striking out 
the word “in” in Ist line,and inserting “ or which may be hereaf- 
ter commenced in or taken by appeal or otherwise to ;” lost. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend by striking out “ three” and 
inserting “ six” in 2nd line, upon which the yeas and nays were 
called, and stood as follows: 


° 
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Yeas: Messrs. Latimer, Phillips, Portis, Van Derlip and Wal- 
lace—5. 

Nays : Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, McRae, 
Moffett, Parker, Pease, Robertson, Taylor, Trait and Ward 13 ; 
lost. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 5th section by striking out 
« five” and inserting “six ;” lost. 

Mr. Pease moved to amend by adding “ provided that in ho 

case shall the State be chargeable with such fee ;” adopted, 

Mr. Wallace moved to, strike out the 5th section ; lost. 

Mr, Pease moved to amend the 6th section by inserting “final” 
before “judgment ;,’ carried. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace the 7th section was amended by 
striking out “ process” and inserting “ authority ;” 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the Sth section by inserting af- 
ter the word “actin 2nd line the words “shall be paid to the 
clerk of said court and ;” lost. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend further bystriking out “the 
clerk of the district court,” and inserting “said clerk ;” lost. 

Mr. Wallace moved to strike out the first section and insert in 
lieu thereof the 8th section. A division of the question being call- 
ed for the motion to strike out was lost, The question then re- 
curred on the motion to strike out first section, and insert the 8fh 
in lieu thereof which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. McRae, the 9th section was amended by 
striking out “verified by his affidavit.” 

Mr. Wallace moved to strike out the 9th section ; lost. 

Mr. Phillips moved to amend the 10th section by adding to 
the end of the section as follows; “and all fines imposed for 
non-attendance of jurors and for contempt of court in said coun- 
ty ;” lost. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 10th section by striking out 
from “pay” to “and” in 6th and 7th lines and inserting * pro 

rata to each juror for his time of service” ; lost. 

Mr. Phillips moved to amend the 13th section by striking out 
the words “ have reason to believe” and inserting “find “from 
the record of his court,” 

Mr, Wallace offered the following as a substitnte for Mr. Phil- 
lips’ amendment: strike outall after the word “ shall” and insert 
‘ascertain that”; carried. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the amend- 
ment and was lost. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 16th section by inserting af- 
` ter “and” «29 per cent. on all moneys ;” lost, 
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Mr. Pease moved to amend the 17th section by inserting the 
words “and sixth” after the word “third” in first line ; carried. 

Mr. Van Derlip moved to amend the 18th section by striking 
out all after the word “State,” in fourth line, and inserting “shall 
be paid to the clerk of the district court ;” lost. 

Mr. Van Derlip moved to amend the 19th section by striking 
out all after the word “direct,” in third line, and inserting “and 
jury certificates heretofore issued shall be receivable for county 
taxes and in payment for county licenses ;” lost by the following 
vote : 

Yeas: Messrs. Hart, Latimer, Phillips, Portis, Van Derlip, 
Ward and Wallace—7. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Grimes, McRae, Moffett, Parker, 
Pease, Robertson, Taylor and Truit—10. 

Mr. Van Derlip moved to amend by inserting an additional 
section as follows: 

“ Be it further enacted, That if the jury fund and all moneys 
in the county treasury shall be insufficient to pay the full 
amount of the jury certificates issued in any county, that the 
same shall be paid out of the treasury of the State upon the pre- 
sentation to the Treasurer.” 

; „Upon which the yeas and nays were called and stood as fol- 
ows: 

Yeas : Messrs. Hart, Phillips, Van Derlip and Wallace—-4. 

Nays: Messrs. Coeke, Gage, Grimes, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, 
Parker, Pease, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit and Ward—13; 
lost. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
vote : 

Yeas : Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Grimes, McRae, Moffett, Parker, 
Pease, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit and Ward—12. 

Nays: Messrs. Hart, Kinney, Latimer, Phillips, Van Derlip 
and Wallace—6. 4 

A bill to repeal an act for the relief of Jokn S. Black and 
others ; read, and, on motion of Mr. Grimes, laid on the table. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
insisted on their amendment to the bill to authorize and empower 
all State, District and County officers to perform the duties of 
their respective offices until their successors are elected and 
qualified, according to law, and that Messrs. Stewart and Frank- 
lin were appointed a committee of conference, on the part of the 
House, on said bill; also,.that the House had adopted the Se- 
nate’s resolution to appoint a committee to and receive from the 
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Comptroller all land scrip, loan bonds and ‘other obligations of 
the late Repnblic of Texas and burn the same, &c., and that 
Messrs. Bee, Crump of Austin and Lott were appointed said 
committee, on the part of the House, to perform said duty ; also, 
that the House had elected Messrs. Crump of Austin and Shea a 
committee, on the part of the House, to visit the Penitentiary ; 
also, that the House had passed a bill for the relief of CG. C. 
Taylor. 

A bill, concerning passengers coming to the State of Texas; 
read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill authorizing and requiring the Governor to subscribe for 
1500 copies of a digest of the laws of Texas proposed to be pub- 
lished by O. C. Hartley, Esq. ; read third time and passed. 

A bill defining the Boundaries of the county of Santa Fe; 
read third time and passed. ; 

A bill to provide for the civil organization of the counties of 
Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa Fe; read third time and 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, the Senate adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY, 9 o'clock, a. m., December 5, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, Senators 
present: Messrs. Davis, Page, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, 
Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Pease, Robertson, Taylor, Fruit, Van 
Derlip, Ward and Wallace. z 

Prayer by the Chaplain, The journals of yesterday were 
read and adopted. 

The President appointed Messrs. Pease and Phillips a com- 
mittee of conference, on the part of the Senate, on a bill to 
authorize and empower all State, District and County officers to 
perform the duties of their respective offices until their succes- 
sors are elected and qualified, according to law. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made 
the following report : 

ComMITTEE Room, December 5, 1849. 
To the Honorable Jonn A. Greer, 
President of the Senate : 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill pro- 
viding payment for forage, subsistence, &c. of a company of 
mounted volunteers mustered into the service of the State, &c., 


200 


have had the subject under consideration, examined and com- 
pared some of the numerous vouchers with the accounts and 
find them regular and apparently well authenticated. Many of 
tne supplies are chaiyed ata high rate, but the peculiar situation 
of the country and nature of the service was such that your 
committee decline declaring these charges exorbitant. Another 
inquiry to be made is, how far the State is bound topav these ex- 
penses, and the expediency of doing so, when it is understood 
that other claims of a like nature to a large amount will probably 
be presented to this Legislature. 

Viewing the subject in its various different bearings, your 
committee decline giving any definite opinion, but return the 
bill back forthe action of the Senate. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Danie! Martindale, 
reported the same’back to the Senate aud recommeded that no 
further action be had-on the same, and asked that they be dis- 
charged from its further consideration. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported correctly engrossed a bill to regulate ferries, and a joint 
resolution authorizing the Comptroller to sell certain property 
pertaining to the late Republic of Texas. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill for the relief of C. ©. Taylor; read first time. 

A bill to exempt buildings and grounds designed and used fer 
purposes of education and public worship from taxation ; read 
third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kinney, Latimer, 
McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Tay- 
lor, Truit, Van Deilip and Wallace—17. 

Nays: Mr. Harı—1. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller to sell certain pro- 
perty pertaining to the late Republic of Texas; read third time 
and passed. 

Mr. Cooke, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, towhom was referred a bill for the relief of Jonathan Bird, 
reported a substitute for the same and recommended its adoption ; 
report adopted, and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, bill was laid up- 
on the table until to-morrow. 

A bill to regulate ferries; read third time. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the bill by striking out the 2d 


section ; upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood 
thus : 
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Yeas: Messrs. Davis, Grimes, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Portis, 
Truit and Wallace—8. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Hart, Parker, Pease, Phillips, 
Robertson, Taylor, Van Derlip and Ward—17 ; lost. 

The bill was then passed. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had passed ajoint resolution for the relief of Albert Von Germar, 
which originated in the Senate, and a biil to provide for the re- 
moval of the munitions of war, belonging to the State of Texas, 
to the city of Austin, which originated in the House; read first 
time. 

Resolution authorizing M. B. Erwin, Door-Keeper, to employ 
a servant, at the rate of one dollar per day, to attend to the 
menial duties of said office, was read and adopted. 

A bill to authorize avy two county commissioners to perform 
the duties of chief justice of the county court, when said olfice 
is vacant, or when said officer is absent from the county or is un- 
able or disqualified to act; read second time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Pease, referred to the Judiciary connuiitee. 

A bill to fix the whole number of Senators, at twenty-one, and 
apportion thenfamong the several districts herein established, 
according to the number of qualified electors, and to apportion 
fifty-two, the whole number of Representatives, among the seve- 
ral counties, according to the number of free white population 
in each ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, made 
the order of the day for Friday, the 7th inst. 

A bill supplementary to an act creating fees of office, approv- 
ed March 20th, 184185: read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Wallace, referr ed to the Judiciary committee. 

- A bill to incorporate the Nueces Manual Labor School; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Kinney, referred to the com- 
mittee on Education. 

Joint resolution authorizing the procurement of a slab of na 
tive marble of the required dimensions to be placed in the hation- 
al monument being built in the city of Washington ; read se- 
cond time, and, on motion of Mr. Latimer, referred to the com- 
mittee on Federal Relations. 

Joint resolution for the relief of James M. Manning ; ; read se- 
cond time, and, on motion of Mr. Kinney, referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill supplementary to an act regulating appeals to the 
Supreme Court in criminal cases, approved 13th May, 1846; 
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read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Ward, referred to the 
Judiciary committee. ig 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Monumental Committee ; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the Judi- 
ciary committee. 

A bill to define the time of holding the District Court in the 
Eleventh Judicial District; read second time and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

A bill to establish the Eleventh Judicial District of the State 
of Texas: read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate the Marshali Cemetery Company ; read 
second time, and passed to the thira ading. z 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report : 


Committee koom, December 5, 1549. 
To the Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate. 


The committe on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 

a bill authorizing and requiring the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issue a head- right patent to A. S. Cunning- 
ham, have had the same under consideration, and have instruct- 
ed me to report: 

That the case of Mr. Cunningham is one that commends it- 
self to the favorable consideration of the Senate ; ; his head-right 
certificate was rejected by the travelling board of Land Com- 
missioners authorized to examine the same under the laws of 
the then Republic of Texas; he shortly after the rejection of 
his said certificate, and within the time prescribed by the con- 
stitution, commenced his suit in the District Court of his county 
to establish the legality of the same, and from the fact that the 
Jaws require him to prove, by parol testimony of two witnesses, 
the facts of his emigration, citizenship, &c., &c., he has been 
unable, up to this time, to do so, owing to the fact that those who 
served in the army with, and were personally acquainted with 
him, are scattered through the State at such great distances from 
the ‘county where the suit is instituted that he is and has been 
unable to get witnesses before the court to establish his claim. 
‘The proof of Mr. Cunningham’s having served in the army in 
1836, and of his having resided in the country and having dis- 
charged the duties of a citizen up to the present time was made 
before the committee; and, also, that the suit is still pending in 
Victoria county, and that it has been continued from term to 
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term for want of the proper witnesses, and is stil] pending, and 
that no decision has been made by the court in said case. 

Your committee,.from these facts, believe that the bill for his 
relief commends itself to the favorable consideration of the Se- 
nate, without amendment, and recommend its passage. 

A bill authorizing and requiring the Commissioner of the 
General Laud Office to issue a head-right certificate to A. S. 
Cunningham ; read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill extending the time for taking out unconditional head- 
rights, together with the report of the committee on Public Lands 
offering a substitute therefor, was read ; report adopted, aud bill 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On rotion of Mr. Pease, a committee of five were appointed 
to revise the rules of the Senate. 

Messrs. Pease, Phillips, Van Derlip, Wallace and Grimes were 
appointed said committee. ~ 

A bill tor the relief of the citizens of Jasper county, together 
with the report of the committee on Public Lands offering two 
additional sections as amendments, was read ; report adopted and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, en the 
petition of Daniel Martindale, was read and adopted. 

A bill providing payment for the forage, subsistence, «&c. of 
the company of mounted volunteers mustered into the service 
of this State, on the 10th day of June, 1849, by Col. H. L. Kin- 
ney ; read, and, on motion of Mr. Portis, maa: the special orter 
of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Parker introduced a bill to establish the Ninth Judicial 
District; read first time. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Governor to observe Thursday as a day of thanksgiving 
throghout the State, the Senate stand adjourned until Friday ; 
adopted. 


F'ripay, 9 o’clock, a. m., December 7, 1849. 


Nhe Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Tay- 
lor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace. 
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Prayer by the Chaplain. The journals of Wednesday were 
read and adopted. 

Mr. McRae presented the petition of sundry citizens of Jasper 
county, praying that Bear Creek be declared a navigable stream; 
which was read, and, on motion of Mr. McRae, referred to the 
committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred à joint resolution for the relief of Hugh 
McClure, reported the same back to the Senate and recommend- 
ed its passage. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report : 


COMMITTEE Room, Dec. 7, 1849. 
To the Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


"The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Robert W. Latimer, with accompanying docu- 
mants. have had the same under consideration, and have 1struct- 
ed me to report: 

"That the proof, that was adduced before your cominittee, 
shows tuat the said Latimer is justly entitled to his head-right by 
virtue of his emigration to the country, with his family, in De- 
cember, 1539, and residence in it and performance of all the 
duties of a citizen up to the present time. ‘The board of Land 
Commissioners of Shelby county issued an unconditional cer- 
tificate to him for his laud. on the first day of May, 1848, which 
was a short time alter the passage of the law prohibiting them 
fioma turtherissnance of such certificates. 

From the facts above referred to, your committee believe that 
the relief asked for by the petitioner 1s reasonable and just ; they, 
therefore, have instructed me to report a bill for bis relief and 
recommend its passage by the Senate. All of which is respect- 
fully submitted. 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issue a patent to Robert W. Latimer for six 
hundred and forty acres of land; read first time. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a joint resolution, requiring the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to issue certificates to per- 
sons who have located on a grant of eleven leagues of land 
made to John Cameron, agent of Jose Maria de la Garza for the 
quantity of land they have been required to relinquish; read 
first time. 
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- Mr. Cooke offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Door-Keeper be required to get a sufficient 
number of = long pine poles” to prop up the Senate-chamber so 
as to prevent it from falling down unul the adjournment of the 
present session of the Legislature. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Fin- 
ance, a 

Mr. Parker offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to report a bill, organizing the several Judicial Districts, making 
such alterations in the districts as they are now organized as they 
may find most convenient to the people of the several districts : 
rejected. 

Mr. Phillips introduced a bill to amend the 24th section of an 
act regulating attachments, approved March 11th, 1548, aud to 
add to said act another section to be section 31; read first 
time. 

Also, a bill to amend the 6th section of an act regulating 
sequestrations, approved March 15th, 1848: read first time. 

Mr. Van Derlip introduced a bill to incorporate the Bexar 
Manufacturing Company ; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill for the relief of Jonathan Bird; read and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

A bill providing payment for the forage, subsistence, &c. of 
the company of mounted volunteers mustered into the service of 
this State, on the 10th June, 1819, by Col. H. L. Kinney; read 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received {rom the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had passed the following bills and joint resolutions, to wit: 

A bill toamend the 3d, 4th, 6th aud 7th sections of an act 
authorizing aud requiring the county courts to regulate roads, 
appoint overseers, &c., approved March 15, 1848 ; 

Joint resolution appropriating four thousand dollars for the 
compensation of the assessors of direct taxes for taking the cnu- 
meration of the inhabitants of the State for the year 1S18, and 
joint resolution providing for the removal of certain Spanish 
documents from Nacogdoches county to the State Department ; 
which were severally read first time. 

A bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives of the 
Legislature among the several counties of this State; read. 
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- Mr. Wallace offered a substitute for the bill ; which was read, 
and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, the bill and substitute were laid 
upon the table and made the order of the day for Monday, the 
10th inst. 

A bill to fix the whole number of Senators at twenty-one and 
apportion them among the several districts herein established, 
according to the number of qualified electors, and to apportion 
fifty-two, the whole number of Representatives, among the seve- 
ral counties, according to the number of free white population 
in each ; read, 

Mr. Wallace offered a substitute for all after the 3d section of 
the’bill ; which was read, and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, laid 
on the ‘table, together with the bill, and made the special order 
of the day for Monday next, the 10th inst. 

A bill establishing the Ninth Judicial District; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the Judiciary 
committee. 

A bill to incorporate the Marshall Cemetery Company ; read 
third time and passed by the following vote : 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, 
Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace—IS. 

Nays: Mr. Pease—1. 

A bill to provide for the removal of the munitions of war, be- 
longing to the State of Texas, to the city of Austin ; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Latimer, referred to the committee 
on Military Affairs. 

A bill for the relief of C. C. Taylor ; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on Claims 
and Accounts. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Hugh McClure; read and 
passed to the third reading. 

A message was received from the Governor, transmitting his 
objections to the following joint resolution : 


JOINT RESOLUTION, 


Relative to the removal of certain tribes of Indians beyond the 
limits of the State of Texas. 


Whereas, Various tribes of Indians, belonging to, and under 
the control of the United States of America, have heretofore 
intruded, and still continue to intrude, upon the territory be- 
longing to this State, contrary to, and ‘in violation of the stipu- 
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lations of a treaty concluded between the Republic of the 
United States and Mexico, on the 5th day of April, in the 
year 1831, and acknowledged and recognized, on the 3d day 
of December, in the year 1838, between the said Republie of 
the United States and the late Republic of Texas; and where- 
as, The aforesaid tribes of Indians frustrate the prosperity of 
this sovereign Siate, defeat the growth of our frontier settle- 
ments, disturb the happiness of our good citizens and retard 
the progress of social improvement, therefore, 


Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas, 
That his Excellency the Governor of this State be, and he is 
hereby required, to demand of the President of the United States 
ot America the removal of Iidians, as soon as practieable, be- 
yond the boundary of the territory belonging to this State; and, 
also, the prohibition and prevention of their incursions and en- 
croachments hereafter within the limits of said territory ; and 
that a copy of this preamble and resolution be forwarded to each 
of our Senators and Representatives in Congress, and that they 
be instructed and requested to procure all necessary action on 
the part of the General Government in order to obtain the object 
herein desired. fC. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN A. GREER, 
President of the Senate. 


Execttive Orrice, December 4th, 1849. 
Gentlemen of the Senate: 

A joint resolution, relative to the removal of certain tribes of 
Indians beyond the limits of the State of Texas, which ori- 
ginated in your Honorable body, has been presented to me for 
approval. 

At the same that I highly approve the object of that resolution, 
and am, to the utmost extent, disposed to co-operate with the 
Legislature in the attainment of the end conteniplated by it, I 
yet feel constrained, under my view of the matter, to withhold 
my assent from it in its present shape. 

If the proposition were a true one (which E am, however, in- 
clined to doubt) that the stipulation in the treaty between the 
United States and Mexico of the 5th April, E532 is yet a subsist- 
ing one, still I cannot construe its provisions so as to impose on 
the United States Government the obligation to act, in reference 
to the Indians in the manner indicated by this resolution. 

- That I am correct in this eonstruetion, is clearly proved by 
the correspondence, referred to in the resolution, between the 
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Secretary of State of the United States and our minister, dated 
3d December, 1838. I transmit herewith copies of the reply of 
the Honorable Secretary of State denying the obligation of his 
Government to interfere in any case, except where acts of hosti- 
lity or plunder have been committed. 

The right, however, on the part of the State to insist on the 
removal of these as well as all otber Indians beyond her limits 
exists, it is believed, independent df any such stipulation, and 
should, therefore, in any-resolution having this for its object, be 
placed upon its true and proper ground. 

The General Government having assumed, by laws and treaties, 
the regulation and control of all the Indian tribes within her 
limits, it, in consequence, became its duty so to exervise that power 
as to promote peace and prevent difficulties and collisions between 
them and the States. ‘This can never be done so long as the 
Indians are permitted to remain within the limits of the States. 
Whereas, in this case, their incorporation into the State is im- 
possible; the greater will necessarily absorb the less, and the only 
practical plan of securing peace to the States and preserving the 
Indians from extermination is to remove them with their own 
cousent toa position entirely without the boundaries of the State 
jurisdictions, where they can assert and exercise their own poli- 
tical sovereignty and live and develope their true national char- 
acter under their own laws and institutions. 

The sight of the State to the soil within her limits is perfect, 
except so far as it is impaired by the Indian title of occupancy; 
which title it is the: izht of the State. at any moment, to extin- 
guish, when her wants or her policy demands it. ‘This principle 
applies with equal pertineucy to these Indians who were original- 
ly found here, as to those who have intruded since the occupa- 
tion of the country by the Anglo American race. 

The time having now arrived when the State of Texas, in 
discharging the obligations resting on her in favor of her credi- 
tors, is compelled to appropriate the ccuntry occupied by the In- 
dians within her limits and extinguish their title thereto by con- 
ferring iton others: itis her right and becomes her duty to those 
in whose favor such disposition is made, to cause them to be re- 
moved beyond her limits. 

The proper and legitimate mode to effect this is through the 
ageney ot the General Government whieh has assiincd the guar- 
dvsastip and contral of this people. Upon these grounds it is, 
that ous nicht to demand their removal should be based. 

: I have the honor ta he, 
Your OD edent Servant, 
EEO T. WOOR 
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Anson Jones to John Forsyth. 


Texian Legation, Washington, Nov. 26, 1538. 

Sir,—Inforination has been recently received from Texas, 
that vario: tribesof Indians, who at different times have mi- 
grated froi the United States, have for some time past been 
committin.: murders and other hostile e aggressions upon the in- 
habitants of that country, and that a combination i is now formed 
between most of these tribes and others originally residing within 
its borders for the purpose of commencing a general warfare. 
For this object, large numbers of Caddoes, Kickapoos, Coshattees, 
Cherokees, Tih waceanies, and a few from several other tribes, are 
now collected upon the river Trinity, from which point they 
are preparing to assaill the settlements of the whites. By infor- 
mation from other, though less authentic sources, there is reason 
to believe that this hostile combination extends to a portion of 
some of those tribes now residing upon the borders of the United 
States or on their way thither, and that so soon as the warwhoop 
is raised by those already assembled, they will receive large and 
powerful accessions to their n umbers fromm those tribes. 

"To these acts of hostility they have been incited by none on the 
part of the government or people of Texas, but, it is believed, are 
instigated, solely by their native and hereditary hatred to the 
whites, by their desire of plunder, and by the encouragement held 
out to them by the Mexican authorities and their eimissaries, by 
whose inhuman policy they have been promised future possession 
of the country, on the condition of their exterminating the Texi- 
ans, or expelling them from it. 

The undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of 
Texas, has the honor to submit this information to the Honorable 
the Secretary of State, and earnestly to request that suitable meas- 
ures may immediately be taken by this government to interpose 
a force suficient to prevent the threatened hostilities on the part 
of its Indians, to inflict exemplary punishment for those already 
committed, to cause the removal of the intruded savazes beyond 
the known or disputed limits of Texas, and to insure their future 
peaceful and good behavior towards its government and pvaple, 

And inasmuch as the incursions and settlement of vation trikes 
of warlike Indians from the United States within its Lorde rs. has 
been fureible and unauthorized by the present ar rormer severn- 
ment of ‘Texas, and ip contravention of the estabiished comity of 
natious. as well as of the stt pulations ot the thirty turd artcle of 

the treaty of the Sth Apul PSBL between the Uaited St ved 
Mexico, , which treaty ts tow fan kug upon “Pes scatoras her 
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particular territory 1s concerned.) the undersigned, on the part of 
his government, most solemnly protests as well against the incur. 
sions and settlement of those Indians as for all rectamations which 
may arise for injuries that have been or shall be sustaincd by Tex- 
asın consequence thereof. 

The undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of 
Texas, embraces this occasion to tender to the Hon. Mr. Forsyth, 
Secretary of State of the United States, renewed assurances of his 
most distinguished consideration and regard. 

ANSON JONES. 

Hon. Joun Forsytu, 


&e., &c., &e. 


John Forsyth to Anson Jones. 
Department of State, ? 
Washington, 3d Dec., 1838. § 
Anson Jones, Esq., 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the Repnblic of Texas: 

Sir, I have had the honor to receive your note of the 26th 
inst., stating that various tribes of Indians who had emigrated 
from the United States, are combining with others originally 
residing within the borders of Texas, for the purpose of commit- 
ting aggressions upon the inhabitants of that country, and that 
there is reason to believe that the combination extends to Indian 
tribes now within the limits of the United States; and request- 
ing the interposition of this Government in preventing the threat- 
ened hostilities on the part of the last mertioned tribes; the in- 
fliction of punishment for those already committed ; the removal 
of the intruding savages beyond the limits of Texas, and the 
adoption of measures for their peaceful behavior in future. 

A copy ot your note has, by direction of the President, been 
transmitted to the Secretary of War, who, being charged with 
the superintendence of Indian affairs, will adopt such measures 
as may appear necessary for the fulfilment of the obligations of 
the United States, under the treaty referred to in your note.— 
With regard to questions arising from the past or future emigra- 
tion of Indians from the United States into Texas, I cannot bet- 
ter acquaint you with the views entertained by this Government 
on that subject than by referring you to the enclosed copy of a 
communication addressed by this Department on the 22nd of 
October, 1835, to the diplomatic representative of Mexico near 
the United States. 

- [avail myself of this occasion to offer you renewed assurances 
of my great consideration. JOHN FORSYTH. 
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From Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Castillo, Chargé d'Afuircs from 
Mexico. 
Department of State, ? 
Washington, 22d Oct., 1835. 
Señor Don J. M. Castillo, &c., &c., &e.: 


The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has 
the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. Castillo, 
Chargé d'Affaires of the United Mexican States, dated the 14th 
instant, relative to alleged encroachments of Creek Indians 
fiom the United States upon the Mexican territory. 

A copy of Mr. Castillo’s note having been referred to the Sec- 
retary of War, who is charged with the superintendence of Indi- 
an afluirs, that officer has stated that no information has been re- 
ceived by the War Department showing that the Creek Indians 
from Alabama are moving into the Mexican possessions; that 
there has not been during this season any emigration of Creek 
Indians from Alabama, and that the War Department has on all 
proper occasions by direction of the President, discountenanced 
the project of these Indians from removing into the province of 
‘Texas. 

From this it would appear that the political chief of Nacogdo- 
ches has been misinformed. But should it be otherwise, it may 
be doubtful whether under the 23rd article of the treaty the in- 
tervention of the United States could be claimed or offered unless 
the Indians manifested some hostile intent. If Indians going 
from the United States or elsewhere should migrate to the Mexi- 
can territories with peaceful intentions, it will be for the Mexican 
government alone to decide upon their admission or exclusion. 

Though the general terms used in the representation of the 
political chief of Nacogdoches, the president in expecting 
a more explicit statement shewing at what times and places, and 
under what circumstances the Indians are alledged to have en- 
tered the Mexican territory, he has preferred directing this ex- 
planation to be made without delay, in order that there may be 
no room for doubt as to his views on the subject. 

The undersigned avails himself of the oceasion to offer Mr. 

_Castillo renewed assurances of his distinguished consideration. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 

On motion of Mr. Gage the message and joint resolution were 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr, Van Derlip, the Senate adjourned. 
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SATURDAY, 9 o'clock, a. m., Dec. 8, 1349. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Taylor, Truit, Van 
Derlip, Ward and Wallace; prayer by the chaplain; the jour- 
nals of yesterday were tead and adopted. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed : 

A bill to amend the 2nd section of an act entitled an act to 
prohibit the boards of land commissioners in each county in 
this State, from issuing certificates to any claimant whatever, un- 
less the applicant or claimant shall previousty thereto have re- 
ceived a certificate from some competent board ; approved March 
1, 1848. 

A bill authorizing and requiring the Commissioner of the Ge- 
neral Land Ollice to issue a head right certificate to A. S. Cun- 
ningham. 

A bill to establish the 11th Judicial District of the State of 
Texas. l 

A bill to defne the time of holding the courts in the 11th Ju- 
dicial District. 

A bill concerning passengers coming to the State of Texas. 

A bill to provide for the payment of jurors. 

A bill providing payment for the forage, subsistence, &c., of a 
company of mounted volunteers, mustered into the service of 
the State on the 10th June, 1549, by Col. H. L. Kinney. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported joint resolution for the relief of Albert Von Ger Mar, 
correctly enrolled, and that the same was presented to the Go- 
yernor on the 7th inst., for his approval. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to authorize any two county commis- 
sioners to perform the duties of Chief Justice of the county 
court when said office is vacant, or when said officer is absent or 
is unable or disqualified to act ; returned the same to the Senate 
without amendments, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee. made the following 
report, which was read and adopted. 

The committee on the Judiciary have had under consideration 
a resolution of the Senate relative to a new general fee bill, and 
have instructed me to report that they deem it inexpedient to at- 
tempt any alteration in the existing law. Since its enactment, 
there has scarcely been time to test its merits; and although 


213 


some few changes might seem desirable, yet as there exists great — 
diversity of sentiment on the subject, it may well be questioned 
whether any other bill- could be framed at this time that.would 
impart more Satisfaction than the one on our statute book. This 
after long and much’ vexed discussion, was adopted emphatical- 

ly as a compromise bill. 

Your committee deem it prudent to leave it untouched at least 
till time shall work a stronger conviction of its faults. They 
therefore ask to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred the petition of James Taylor and accompa- 
nying documents, reported the following bill and recommended 
its passage, : 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Oilice to issue a head right certificate, first class, for one league 
and labor of land to James Taylor; read first time. 

Mr. McRae jutroduced a bill for the relief of William K. Mel- 
ton: read first time. 

Mr. Van Derlip offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to furnish the Se- 
nate with all reports of the Treasurer of the State, made to the 
Executive Department since the adjourument of the last Legis- 
lature ; and if no such reports have been received, that he inform 
the Senate of the reasons of such unusual delay. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, laid on the table till Monday, the 
10th inst. ; 


7 ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Joint resolution for the relief of Hugh McClure; read third 
time an passed. 

A bill to provide for the payment of jurors; read third time 
and passed. 

A bill anthorizing and requiring the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to issue a head right certificate to A. S. Cun- 
ningham ; read third time and passed: 

Mr. Wallace, from the committee on Public Lands, to whom 
was referred the petition of Sarah Corzine, reported a bill to au- 
thorize and require the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue a patéht to William Shipp of Sabine county, for one 
league of land; read first time. 4 

A bill providing payment for the forage, subsistence, &c., of a 
company of mounted volunteers mustered into the service of 
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this State on the 10th June, 1849, by Col. H. L. Kinney; read 
third time and passed by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Kinney, McRae, Moffett, 
Parker, Portis, Robertson, Taylor and Van Derlip ; 11. 

Nays—Messrs. Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Pease, Phillips, Ward 
and Wallace; 7. 

A bill for the relief of Jonathan Bird; read third time; the 
yeas and nays being called on the passage of the bill, stood as 
follows : g 

Yeas—Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Hart, Moffett, Parker, 
Phillips, Portis, Truit, Van Derlip and Ward; 11. 

Nays—Messrs. Giimes, Latimer, Pease, Robertson, Taylor 
and Wallace; 6; rejected, two thirds not voting for it. 

A bill to define the time of holding the District Courts in the 
Lith Judicial District; read third time and passed. 

A bill to amend the second section of an dct entitled an act, to 
prohibit the hoards of land commissioners in each county in this 
State from issuing certificates to any claimant whatever, unless 
the applicant shall previously thereto have obtained a condition- 
al certificate from some competent board, approved March Ist, 
1813; read third time and passed. 

A bill for the 1elief of the citizens of Jasper county: read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to establish the 11th judicial district of the State of Tex- 
as: read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Governor informing the Sen- 
ate that he hadsigned aud deposited in the office of the Secretary 
of State the following acts! 

Au act to establish the mileage and ver diem pay of the elect- 
ors of President and Vice President of the United St ales 5 

An act providing for runuing and establishing correctly the 
line between the Nacogdoches and Fannin Land Districts ; ; 

Au act to amend the first section of au act fixing the time at 
which laws passed shall go into effect, &c., approved 16th Janu- 
ary, 1810; and joint resolution for the relief of Thomas W ard, 

A bill, concerning passengers coming to the State of Texas; 
read third time and passed; 

A bill to amend the 3d, 4th, 6th and 7th sections of an act 
authorizing and requiring the county courts to regulate roads, 
appoint overseers, &c., approved March 15, 1848; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Latimer, referred to the committee 
on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 

Mr. Portis offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian Affairs be instructed 
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to inquire and ascertain, if possible, what number of persons 
have been killed or captured, during the present year, within the 
settlements of Texas; by what tribe or tribes of Indians; if to 
be ascertained, the name and the sex of the persons killed or 
captured, if known ; also, to inquire and ascertain what other 
depredations have been committed by the Indians, and the value 
of property stolen or carried away by them, if any ; 

Be it further resolved, That said commutee have power to 
send for persons and papers, in their investigation of the subject, 
and that they report to the Senate, at the earliest day practicable, 
the result and facts of such investigation that the Legislature 
may take action thereon ; adopted, 

Mr. Gage moved to reconsider the vote which passed the bill 
providing payment for the forage and subsistence of the company 
of mounted volunteers mustered into the service of this State, on 
the 10th June, 1849, by Col. H. L. Kinney. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the motion to reconsider was laid 
on the table until Monday, the 10th inst. 

Mr. Robertson moved to reconsider the vote which rejected a - 
bill for the relief of Jonathan Bid. . 

On motion of Mr. Ports, the motion to reconsider was lad on 
the table. 

A bill to incorporate the Bexar Manufacturing Company ; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Yan Derlip, referred to the 
Judiciary committee. 

Joint resolution requiring the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue certificates to persons, who have located on 
a grant of eleven leagues made to John Cameron, agent of Jose 
Maria de la Garza, for the quantity of land they have been re- 
quired to relinquish; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Grimes, referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issue a patent to Robert W. Latimer for six 
hundred and forty acres of land: read second time, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

A bill to amend the 6th section of an act regulating sequestra- 
tions, approved March 15, 1848; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on the Judi- 
clary. 

A bill to amend the 24th section of an act regulating attach- 
` ments, approved March 11th, 1848, and to add to said act another 
section to be section 31; read second time, and, on motion of 
Mr, Parker, referred to the Judiciary committee. 


Joint resolntion appropriating five thousand dollars for the 
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compensation of assessors of direct taxes for taking the enume- 
ration of the inhabitants of the State of Texas for the year 1848 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the 
committee on Finance. : 

Joint resolution providing for the removal of certain Spanish 
documents trom Nacogdoches county to the State Department ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Latimer, referred to the 
Judiciary committee. 

A bill to authorize any two county commissioners to perform 
the duties of chief justice of the county court, when said office 
is vacant, or when said officer is absent from the county or isun- 
able or disqualified to act; read. 

Mr. Van Derlip moved to amend the bill by adding to the end 
of the first section: “ Provided that said county commissioners 
shall, in no case, be authorized to transact the Probate business ;” 
lost. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend by striking out “county” in the 
5th line, section J, and inserting “State ;* adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Robertson preseuted the following protest : 


Austin, December 7th, 1849. 

The undersigned avails himself of the constitutional privilege 
of presenting his solemn protest against the passage of a joint 
resolution by the Senate, on the 25th ultimo, “to extend the time 
for the payment of government dues and the return of field notes 
on lauds,” for the following reasons: This resolution authorizes 
and requires the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 
receive the promissory notes of the late Republic of Texas for 
land dues, when, in the opinion of the undersigned, there is no 
such currency lawfully in circulation, or if there are any of that 
character of the liabilines in circulation at all, they are, by a law 
of the State, expressly postponed. ‘This law was passed by the 
last Legislature and approved on the 20th day of March, 18-48, 
and required all the holders of the liabilities of the late Republie 
of Texas, including, of course, her promissory notes, to file them 
with the Auditor and Comptroller, on or before the second Mon- 
day in November last; and as before remarked, all evidences 
of indebtednesses not so filed are expressly postponed. This 
law, also, authorized those officers to issue to the creditors a dif- 
ferent character of indebtedness. The holders of this new char- 
acter of indebtedness are, by the operation of the law, against 
the passage of which the undersigned protests, excluded entirely 
from the use of their claims at the Land Office. Under the opera- 
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tion of the law of March 20th above referred to, four-fifths of the 
promissory notes of the Republic have been filed in the Auditors 
office, and the operation of the law passed by the Seuate, on the 
28th ult, will be to benefit exclusively the remaining one-fifth 
of our creditors, who are the holders of this particular character 
cf our liabilities, and that, too, when their claims have been ex- 
pressly postponed by law, ‘while all who have complied with that 
law, are excluded from using their claims. 

This, in the opinion of the undersigned, is illegal, unjust and 
an infringement upon the just rights @f our other creditors, and 
he protests against it in the most solemn manner, because, in his 
opinion, it should place all the creditors on equal ground and 
secure to them all an equal share in the benefits of any law, by 
which those liabilities are to be redeemed by the State. 

J. B. ROBERTSON. 


On motion of Mr. McRae, the Senate adjourned. 


Monpay, 9 o'clock, a. Mm, December 10, 18-49. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 

preseut : Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Latimer, McRae, 
Moffett, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, “Taylor, Trait, Yau Derlip, 
Ward and Wallace. The journals of Saturday were read and 
adopted. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to change the names of Melissa J., 
James, Alexander and Parola Simonds, reported the same back 
to the Senate and recommended its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Ward, Mr. Pease was excused from atten- 
dance, on account oi sickness, 

Ou motion of Mr. Portis, the motion to reconsider the vote 
which rejected a bill for the relief of Jonathan Bird, was taken 
up, and vote reconsidered, 

The Chair decided that it required a vote of two-thirds of the 
_ Senate to pass the bill; from which decision Mr. Ward appealed. 


The Senate sustained the appeal by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis. Gage, Kinney, Moffett, Phillips, 
Portis, Truit, Van Derlip. nd Ward-—10. 

Nays: Messrs. Grimes, Latimer, McRae, Robertson, Taylor 
and Wallace—6, 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The motion to reconsider the vote, which passed a bill provid- 
ing payment for the forage and subsistence of the company of 
mounted volunteers mustered into the service of this State, on 
the 10th June, 1849, by Col. H. L. Kinney, was taken up. 

Mr. Portis ‘moved the indefinite postponement of the motion ; 
upon which the yeas and nays were called, &nd stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Davis, Kinney, McRae, Moffett, Portis, Robert- 
son, Taylor and Van Derlip—S. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Latimer, Phillips, Truit, 
Ward and Wallace—8. 

‘There being a tie, the President voted in the negative; the 
vote was then taken on the motion to reconsider and lost. 

A messaze was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills and joint resolutions : 

A bill to provide for holding an election for the permanent loca- 
tion of the seat of government of the State ; 

A bill to create the county of McLennan; 

A joint resolution providing for the mutual surrender of per- 
sons therein mentioned by the United States aud Mexico ; and, 

Ajoint resolution for the relief of John Barton ; which were 
severally read first time. 

Mr. Robertson introduced a bill to provide for the liquidation 
of the public debt of the late Republic of Texas; read first 
time. 

Mr. Latimer introduced a bill to incorporate the Grand and 
Subordinate Divisions of the Sons of Temperance; read first 
time, 

A bill to apportion the Senatois and Representatives of the 
Legislature among the several counties of the State, and the sub- 
stitute for the same offered by Mr. Wallace, on a previous day, 
were read. 

Mr. Wallace moved to refer the bill and substitute to a Select 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, they were laid on the table until 
Wednesday, the 12th inst. 

A bill to fix the whole number of Senators at twenty-one and 
apportion them among the several districts herein established, 
aecording to the number of qualified electors, and to apportion 
filly-two, the whole number of Representatives, among the seve- 
ral counties, according to the number of free white population 
in each, and the substitute for all after the 3d section, were laid 

on the table until Wednesday, the 12th inst, i 
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A bill for the relief of William K. Melton ; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. McRae, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 


A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issue a patent to William Shipp of Sabine 
county for one league of land; read second time, and, on motion 
of Mr. Wallace, laid on the table until to-morrow. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land OF 
fice to issue a head-right certificate, first class, for one league and 
labor of land to James Taylor ; read second time and ordered 
to be engrossed. : 

A bill for the relief of C. C. Taylor; read second time and 
passed to the third reading. 

A bill to change the names of Melissa J., James, Alexander 
and Parola Simonds ; read second time aud passed to the third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Ward, a joint resolution instructing our 
Senators and requesting our Representatives in the Congress of 
the United States to procure the establishment of certain mail 
routes upon which the mail shall be transported in coaches and 
hacks was taken up and read. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the 4th section ‘was amended by 
striking out “two” and inserting “ four.” 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the bill was amended by striking 
out the Ist section to the word “ whereas.” 

Mr. Latimer moved to amend by adding the following new 
route: “From Henderson, Rusk county, via Rusk iu Cherokee 
county and Palestine, to Crockett, in two horse coaches 
earried, 

Mr. Taylor moved to amend the bill by adding the following 
new ronte: “ From Marshall to Tyler, via Gilmer, in two horse 
coaches ;” carried. 

Mr. Latimer offered the following as a substitute for the Ist 
route, © Fron Shreveport, La., to Bonham. Texas, in four horse 
coaches, via Greenwood, La., Marshall, Jefferson, Jones’ Ferry, 
Boston, De Kalb, Clarksville and Paris ;” adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the third route was stricken out. 

On motion of Mr. Ward. the bill was amended by striking ont 
‘two horse coaches” and inserting “four horse coaches” in 2d 
route. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following asa new route: “From 
Stevenson’s to Austin, via Brenham, Montville, Alexander’s and 
Litton’s, once a week, in two horse coaches ; ?? adopted. 

Mr, Robertson moved to amend by stril cing out the 3d section 
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and inserting “ Sec. 3. That the Governor of this State is heré- 
by required to transmit copies of this joint resolution to the Post 
Master General of the United States, and, also, to each of our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress, and that this joint re- 
solution be in force from and after its passage ;” adopted. 

The Lill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, a bill to preseribe the mode of adop- 
tion was taken up and referred to the committee on the Judi- 
clary. 

On motion of Mr, Latimer, the Senate adjourned. 


re 


Tvespay, 9 o'clock, a. m., December 11, 1549. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kinney, Latimer, 
McRae. Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Tay- 
lor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. ‘The journals of yesterday were read 
and adopted. 

Mr. Pease presented the petition of S. B. Grissom, administra- 
tor of the estate of Francis J. Haskins; which was, on motion of 
Mr. Pease, 1eferred to the committee on Claims and Acconnts, 

Mr. Phillips presented the memorial of Messrs. Webb and 
Duval; which was, on motion of Mr. Pease, referred to the Jadi- 
ciary committee. 

Mr. Poitis presented the petition of Jas. B. Edmiston; which 
was read, and, on motion of Mr. Portis, referred to the committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Grimes intioduced a bill supplementary to an act to incor- 
porate the Austin College, approved November — , 1849; read 
first time. d 

Mr. McRae introduced a joint resolution for the relief of the 
citizens of Jasper county; read first time. 

Mr. Portis introduced a bill to reserve to every family in the 
State certain property therein specified, and to exempt the same 
from forced sale under execution or otherwise ; read first time. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following joint resolution : 

Resolved, Vhat the Legislature will adjourn sine die, on the 
sixtieth day next ensuing the day, on which the two Houses 
were organized. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, laid on the table. 
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Mr. Kinney introduced a bill for the relief of just and bona 
fide holders of, or claimauts to, lands granted by the Government 
of Spain, or Mexico, or colonized and held, in conformity to the 
laws of Mexico andthe State of Tamaulipas as recognized by 
the constitution and laws of this Republic and State of Texas, 
lying and situated in that portion of territory within the limits of 
‘Texas west of Nueces River, to prohibit patents froin issuing 
thereon, that said Luiders or claimants may have time to have 
registered and filed their muniments and warrants of title, as this 
act shall direct ; ; read first time. 

Mr. Wallace moved to have fifty copies of the several bills on 
apportionment and the substitute printed, 

Mr. Van Derlip moved a division of the question. 

The question was then taken on printing the apportionment 
bill reported by the joint committee on apportionment ; the yeas 
and nays being called, stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Kinney, Phillips, Robertson and Wal- 
lace—5. 

Nays: Messrs. Davis, Gage, Grimes, Latimer, McRac, Moffett, 
Parker, Pease, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip and Ward—13 ; 
lost. 

The yeas and nays were then called on printing the substitute 
for the bill reported by the committee, and stood as follows:  ' 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Parker, Robertson and Wallace—4. 

Nays: Messrs. Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, 
Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Van Dellip and 
Ward—14; lost. 

The yeas and nays were then called on printing 59 copies of 
the bill iutroduced by Mr. Wallace, fixing the Senators at 21 and 
the Representatives at 52, and stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Parker, Robertson and Wal- 
lace—d. : 

Nays: Messrs. Gage, Grimes, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Mot- 
fett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Tay “lor, Truit, Van Derlip and Ward 
13: lost. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Wallace’s motion to print 
50 copies of all the k ‘lsand substitute on apportionment, upon 
which the yeas and nays being called, stood as follows 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Kinney, Parker, Phillips, Robertson 
and Wallace—6. 

Nays: Messrs. Davis, Gage, Grimes, Latimer, McRae, Mot- 
fett, Pease, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip and Ward—12 ; 
lost. 

So the Senate refused to print. 
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Mr. Pease, chairman of a Select committee, made the follow- 
ing report: 

CoMMITTEE Room, Dec. 11, 1849. 
To the Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 

The Select committee, to which was referred the rules of the 
Senate, have carefully examined them and made such amend. 
ments and additions as they believe to be necessary. ‘They have 
arranged the subjects treated of under appropriate heads, which 
will greatly facilitate a reference to them. The joint rules and 
orders of the two Houses they have, also, arranged in a similar 
manner. ‘I'he result of their labor is respectfully submitted and 
recommended to the Senate for their adoption. 

E. M. PEASE, 

B. RUSH WALLACE, 
TESSE GRIMES, 

A. H. PHILLIPS, 

D. ©. YAN DERLIP. 


Report and rules laid on-the table one day for consideration. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that Messrs. 
Sterne, B eand Bryan had been appointed a committee, on the 
part of the House, to wait upon his Excellency, the Governor 
elect, and inform him of his clection to the Chief Magistracy of 
the State and ascertain when it will suit his convenience to be in- 
stalled into office, and. request the appointment of a like com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. Kinney introduced a joint resolution authorizing the Go- 
vernor to appoint an agent to collect and arrange the proper docu- 
ments and present the claims of the State and its citizens for ser- 
vicés rendered and expenditures incurred for protection from In- 
dian depredations ; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Resolution requesting the Governor to furnish the Senate with 
all reports of the Treasurer of the State, &c.; read and adopted. 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issue a patent to William Shipp of Sabine 
county for ohe league of land; read second time and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Governor, presenting the 
following communication : 
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Executive Orricer, Austin, Dee. 11, 1849. 
To the Honorable the Senate : 

Gentlemen—In complianee with a resolution of your Honor- 
able body of the 3d inst., I herewith transmit a copy of the last 
communication received from Judge Baird, dated Independence, 
Missouri, November 6, 1849, with additional correspondence be- 
tween that officer and the United States military authorities at 
Santa Fe. 

A portion of the correspondence from Judge Baird received 
since the date of that heretofore submitted to the Senate has been 
communicated to the House of Representatives to which I beg 
to refer your Honorable body. 

I have the honor to be, e 
Your Obedient Servant, 
GEO. T. WOOD. 


On motion of Mr. Parker, the communication and accompany- 
ing documents were referred to the committee on Federal Rela- 
tions. 

Ms Portis, chairman of the committee on Education, to whom 
was referred a bill to eorpore the Brownsville Lyceum, re- 
ported the same back to the Senate and recommended its pas- 
sage; bill read and passed to the third reading. 

“A Dill to provide for the liquidation of the public debt of the) 
late Republic of Texas; read second time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Robertson, referred to a Select committee of five. 

Messrs. Robertson, Grimes, Gage, Pease and Móffett were ap- 
pointed said committee, 

A bill for the relief of C. C. Taylor; read, and, on motion of 
Mr. Gage, laid on the table for one day. 

A bill to change the names of Melissa J, James, Alexander 
and Parola Simonds; read third time and passed. 

A bill to incorporate the Grand and Subordinate Divisions of 
the Sons of Temperance ; read second time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Latimer, referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Joint resolution providing for the mutual surrender of persons 
therein mentioned by the Governments of the United States and 
Mexico ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, refer- 
red to the committee on Federal Relations. 

Joint resolution tor the relief of John Barton; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Ward, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

A bill to provide for holding an election for the permanent 
location of the seat of Government of the State; read second 
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time, and, on motion of Mr. Van Derlip, referred to the commit- 
tee on Privileges and Elections. 

A bill to create the county of McLennan ; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Robertson, referred to the committee on 
County Boundaries, 

Resolution of the House appointing a committee of three and 
requesting the appointment of a like committee, on part of the 
Senate, to wait on the Governor elect and inform him of his elec- 
tion, &c. ; read. 

Mr. Pease offered to amend by adding: “ Be it further re- 
solved, That a like committee, on the part of the House, be ap- 
pointed to wait on the Hon. John A. Greer and inform him of 
his election as Lieutenant Governor of this State to serve for 
two years from and after the 21st of December, and that said 
committee ascertain when it will be convenient for the Lieutenant 
Governor elect to be installed iuto office ;” adopted. 

The resolution as amended was adopted. 

Messrs. Robertson, Ward and Kinney were appointed a com- 
mittee, on the partof the Senate, to perform said duty. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives be respectfully 
requested by the Secretary of the ‘Senate to transmit to the Se. 
nate the. original correspondence of S. M. Baird, on our Santa 
Fe territory, furnished that House by the Governor; adopted, 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the Senate adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY, 9ro'clock, a. M, Dec. 12th, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, La- 
timer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, ‘Phillips, Portis, Robertson, 
Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, W alker, Ward and Wall ace; prayer 
by the Chaplain; journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report : 

Committee Room, December 12, 1549. 
To the Hon. Jons A. GREER, 
President of the Senate. 

The committee on Private Land Claims to whom was refer- 
red a joint resolution for the relief of John Barton, have had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to report: 
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_ That the proof adduced before the committee fully establistic. 
the facts as alledged by the petition, which facts are that the said 
John Barton entered the service of the Republic of Texas as a 
volunteer, on the first day of June, 1836, and that he served a 
tour of six months and was honorably discharged ; and that he 
had done and performed the duties of a citizen up to the present 
time. There is also the oath of the party that he has never re- 
ceived a certificate for the same. The committee therefore re- 
port the bill back to the Senate without amendment, and recon- 
mend its passage. All of which is respectfully submitted. 
J. B. ROBERTSON, Chairman. 


Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridues 
and Ferries, to whom was referred a bill to amend the 3d, duh. 
6th, 7th and 9th sections of an act authorizing and requiring the 
county courts to regulate raods, appoint overseers, &c., approved 
March 15, 1818, reported a substitute for the same and re- 
commended its adoption. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary. tu 
whom was referred a bill to make valid the acts of Thos. R. Hui. 
as Clerk of the District Court for the county of Titus, reported 
the same back to the Senate for its action. 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
a bill to authorize the several clerks of the county courts in the 
State of Texas to take the separate acknowledgment of married 
women to deeds executed by them, reported the same back to the 
Senate, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Phiilips also made the following report: 

COMMITTEE Room, December 12, 1S49. 
'To the Honorable Jonn A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 

The committee on the Judiciary have had under consideration 
as requested by the Senate, that portion of the Governors mes- 
sage relating to the Supreme Court. A majority of the commit- 
tee have instructed me to report that they deem it inexpedient te 
divide the court at this time; Senator Wallace dissenting. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of ‘the committee of conference on the 
part of the Senate, on a bill authoriziug all State, District and 
County officers to perform their duties until their successors arc 
elected ahd qualified according to law, reported that they recom- 
mend the House recede from its amendment to the bill originat- 
ing in the Senate, and that the same be passed with the amend- 
ments herewith submitted. 

o 
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Amendments. 

In the third line, after the word “therein” strike out the fol- 
lowing, “ unless removed by death, resignation or otherwise,” 
and insert as follows, “ When the time for which they were re- 
spectively elected shall have expired.” 

In the second line from the bottom, strike out the words “elect- 
ed and,” and insert the word “duly.” In same line strike out 
the words “according to law.” 

A. H. PHILLIPS, 
Chairman on part of the Senate. 
WM. H. STEWART, 
Chairman on part of the House. 


Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to divide the State of Texas in- 
to two Supreme Court Districts; read first time. 

Mr. Moffett introduced a bill to provide for withdrawal of se- 
curity on official bonds ; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The report of the select committee to whom were reterred the 
rules of the Senate, was read and adopted, and 200 copies of the 
rules ordered to be printed, 

A bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives of the Le- 
gislature among the several counties in this State, together with 
the substitute for the same, was read. 

Mr. Wallace moved to lay the bill and substitute on the table 
until Monday next, and to have 50 copies of each printed. 

Division of the question being called, the bill was laid on the 
table. 

"The question then recurred on printing the bill and substitute ; 
a further division of the question was called for, and the yeas 
and nays were called on printing the original bill and stood as 
follows: : 

Yeas—Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Kinney, Parker, Robertson, Van 
Derlip, Walker and Wallace; 8. 

Nays—Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, 
Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit and Ward; 13; 
lost. 

The yeas and nays were then called on printing 50 copies of 
the substitute, and stood as follows: — 

Yeas—Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Kinney, Parker, Robertson, 
Walker and Wallace; 7. ; 

Nays—Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Mc- 
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Rae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip 
and Ward; 14; lost. 

The question then recurred on Mr, Wallace’s motion to print 
50 copies of the bill and substitute. The yeas and nays being 
called, stood thus. 

Yeas—Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Hart, Kinney, Parker, Robert- 
son, Van Derlip, Walker and “Wallace ; 9. 

Nays— Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Grimes, Latimer, McRae, Mof- 
fett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Trait and Ward; 12; se 
the Senate refused to print. 

A bill te fix the whole number of Senators at twenty-one, and 
apportion them among the several districts herein established, 
according to the number of qualified electors, and to apportion 

52 the whole number of Representatives among the several 
counties, according to the number of free white population in 

each, together with substitute for a portion of the bill, was read, 
and on motion of Mr. T aylor, laid on the table until I Monday the 
17th inst. 

Mr. Wallace moved to have 25 copies of the bill printed, upon 
which the yeas and nays were called and stood thus: 

Yeas— Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Hart, Parker, Robertson, Walker 
ahd Wallace ; 7. 

Nays—-Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Grimes, Latimer, MeRae, Mog 
fett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit and Yan Derlip; 12; 
so the Senate refused to print. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives 
through their Chief Clerk, transmitting the correspondence of 
S. M. “Baird judge of the tith Judicial District : ; also informing 
the Senate that the House had adopted: a resol wéiorr instrneting 
the committee on Private Land Claims to act in conjunetion with 
the same committee of the Senate—the Senate concurring—to 
take into consideration the expediency of providing a tribunal 
by means of which headright certificates may be issued’; which 
resolution was read and concurred i in by the Senate. 

A bill for the relief of C. C. Taylor; read third time and pass- 
ed. 

A bill to incorporate the Brownsville Lyceum; read third 
time and passed by a constitutional majority, the yeas and nays 
being as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage. Grimes, Kin- 
ney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robert- 
son, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace; 18. 

Nays — Messrs. Hart and Pease ; 2. 

Mr. Walker was exctised from voting. 
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A joint resolution for the relief of the citizens of Jasper coun- 
ty ; read second time, and on motion of Mr. McRae, referred to 
the committee on Finance. 

A bill to reserve to every family in this State certain property 
therein specified, and to exempt the same from forced sale under 
execution or otherwise ; read second time, and on motion of Mr. 
Portis, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate the Austin Col- 
lege, approved November, 1849; read second time, and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Grimes referred to the committee on Education. 

A joint resolution authorizing thé Governor to appoint an 
agent to collect and arrange the proper documents ahd present 
the claims of the State and its citizens for services rendered and 
expenditures incurred for protection from Indian depredations ; 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Kinney referred to 
the committee on Military Affairs. 

A. bill for the relief of all just and bona fide holders of, or 
claimants to lands granted by the governments of Spain, Mexico, 
or colonized and held in conformity to the laws uf Tamaulipas, 
as recoghized by the constitution and laws of the Republic aud 
State of Texas, lying and situated iu that portion of territory 
within the limits of ‘Texas, west of the Nueces river, to prohibit 
patents from issuing thereon, that said holders or claimants may 
have time to have registered and filed their muniments and war- 
rants of title as this act shall direct ; read, second time and on 
motion of Mr. Kinney referred to the Committee on the Judicia- 
ry. 

"The correspondence of Judge Baird was read and on motion 
of Mr. Gage referred to the committee on Federal Relations. 


[For all correspondence on the subject of our SantaFe re- 
lations, see Appendiz.} 


Mr. Robertson introduced a joint resolution for the payment ot 
outstanding claims against certain officers of government; read 
lirst time. g 

Mr. Burleson chairman of the committee on Military Affairs, 
to whom was referred a bill to provide for the remoyal of the 
munitions of war, belonging to the State;of Texas, to the city of 
Austin, reported the same back to the Senate and recommend its 
passage. 

Mr. Kinney presented the petition of Elizabeth Ryals which 
was read, and on motion of Mr. Kinney referred to the commit- 
teeon Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson the Senate adjourned. 
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Trurspay, 9 o'clock, a. M., December 13, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present; Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease. Phillips, Portis, Robertson, 'Tay- 
lor, Trait, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. The jour- 
nals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Phillips presented the petition of Fernando De Leon: 
which was read, and, on motion of Mr. Phillips, referred, with 
the accompanying documents, to the committee on Claims and 
Accounts, 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill creating the county of Tarrant, re- 
ported the same back to the Senate, with the following amend- 
ments, to wit: 

Strike out all of the 4th line in 4th section from the word 
“ proper” to the word © may,” and recommend its passage. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on “the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill prescribing the mode of adoption, re- 
ported the same back to the Senate, without amendment for their 
action. j 

Mr. Phillips, also, made the following report : 


ComMITTEERE Room, December 12, 1849. 
Hon. Joun A. GREER, 


President of the Senale: 


The'committee on the Judiciary have attentively considered 
the petition of the executors of the last will and testament of D. 
L. Richardşon asking the passage of a law forthe emancipation 
of two slaves named Marcellus and Clara. 


Your committee believe that the constitution and existing Jaws 
of the State fully authorize the owners of slaves to licrate them. 
when so disposed, with the single restriction as to the claim or 
creditors. The only object to be attained by any additional legis- 

lation, on the subject, would seem to be their remaining in the 
country after such liberation, The question then, for onr con- 
sideration, is not that of liberty on the one hand, or slavery on 
ihe other, but of policy alone. As such, it has, long since, been 
settled by uniform legislation, or more properly speaking, by our 
refusing to legislate on the subject. 

At every session of the Legislature, applications of a similar 
character have been, made, but without success. Some of these, 
it must be admitted, presented strong appeals to our sympathy. 
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and could legislative action and its influence have been limited 
to them, without affecting the body politic, no doubt, the petition- 
ers would have béen heard with favor. 

But the supposition isuntenable. Both history and experience 
teach us, with a fearful certainty, that cannot be questicned, that 
the continued residence of free negroes in a slave State, sooner 
or later, must prove its veriest curse. The slaves, by their inter- 
course with those of their own color who are free, are rendered 
unhappy, discontented and vicious. The property of the master 
is thereby depreciated in value, and often becomes entirely worth- 
less, And not only so, but as the number of those, who are free, 
increases, the evils are multiplied in proportion, and the final re- 
sult, not unfrequently is, insubordination, insurrection and gene- 
ral massacre. 

The only safe plan, on which emancipation can be conducted, 

„is, that provided for by our present laws, remoting them to free 
soil territory. The desires of the owner can thus be gratified on 
this subject, as on any other, subservient to the rights of other 
members of the same community. The law imposes this restric- 
tion upon all, and that, too, in matters of less general interest 
than the one under review. Nor ought there to be any com- 
plaint, for all equally participate in the benefits resulting from 
the rule, 

But it may be said that the Sth article of the constitution ex- 
pressly confeis the power on the Legislature of passing an cman- 
eipation law, saving the rights of creditors. Your committee 
view this article in the constitution as simply permissive, leaving 
the subject to the sound discretion of the Legislature. It ins 
poses no imperative duty. The power, under the restriction im- 
posed, avill, no doubt, be exercised, when our circumstances shall 
so far have changed as to require a new and different conrse of 
policy from that hitherto adopted. We discharge our duty by 
conforming our action to facts as they exist, and by attempting, 
as far as possible, to prepare, in due time, for what we can forsee. 
Entertaining these views, your committee return the petition to 
the Senate and recommend that it be laid on the taole. 

A. H. PHILLIPS, Chairman. 

Mr. Van Derlip, from the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following counter report: 

Senate CoamBer, December 13, 1849. 
To the Hon. J. A. Greer 
President of the Senate: 

The undersigned, a minority of the comtnittee on the Judi- 

ciary, to whom was referred the petition of the executors of the 
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last will and testament of Daniel L. Richardson, deceased, pray- 
ing for leave to emancipate two slaves, according to the direction 
of their testator, beg leave to report that-they do not believe any 
valid objection exists to the granting of the prayer of the peti- 
tioners. The undersigned cannot agree with the conclusions of 
the majority of said committee contained in their report, nor do 
they apprehend any evil consequences will arise from legislative 
sanction of the testator’s intentica. 

The VIll article of the constitution grants the power to the 
Legislature.“ to pass laws to permit the owners of slaves to eman- 
cipate them, saving the rights of creditors and preventing them 
from becoming a public char ge” Although the Legislature, by 
that provision “ot the constitution, has fall authority lo pass a 
general law to provide for the emancipation of all slaves, with 
the consent of their owners, and upon the above: conditions, yet 
the policy of such a law, at the present lime, might weli be ques- 
tioned. But the undersigned cannot perceive any objection, on 
the score of policy or otherwise, to the exercise of such legisla- 
tive authority upon an isolated case like the present. It appears 
to have been the wish of the testator, in the present instance, to 
exercise an act of kindness and benevolence towards the slaves 
named, in strict accordance with a constitutional provision of the 
State. This desire may have been founded upon the meritorious 
claims of the slaves, upon a feeling of gratitude for past services, 
er upon a consideration of attachment and kindness creditable 

alike te the master and slaves. 

Whatever may have been the motive of the testator, no im- 
proper one can well be conceived. ‘The testator refers to the 
constitutional provision upon the subject and directs an applica- 
tion to the Legislature to carry his benevolent intentian into 
effect. The undersigned are disposed to regard an application 
under such circumstances in the nature of a constitutional right 
which ought not to be witheld without strong and peculiar 
circumstances would justify it. It is true that the petitioners 
have the power to emancipate the slaves mentioned by removing’ 
them to a free State, which wonld render any application to the 
Legislature wholly unnecessary. But it may be possible that 
such mode of emancipation may entirely defeat the objects and 
wishes of the testator. Sach emancipation, by turning them un- 
protected upon the world, might convert their liberty into a 
curse instead of a blessing. The undersigned, therefore, submit 
the accompanying bill to the Senate and recommend its pas- 
sage. 

D. ©. VAN DERLIP, 
~ A. H. LATIMER. 
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Mr. Cooke, froin the committee on County Boundaries, ta 
whom was referred a bill creating the county of Ellis, reported 
the same baek to the Senate and recommended its passage, with 

the following amendment, viz: 

In the first section, strike out all after the word « point” in the 
3d line to“ town” in the 5th line, and insert “one mile north of 
Robert H. Porter’s house.” 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill to authorize holders of head- 
right certificates, bounty warrants or Jand scrip to have the same 
surveyed in three or more lots, reported a substitute for the same 
and recommended its adoption. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills 
reported the following bills and joint reso.utions, viz: A bill to 
authorize any two county commissioners to perform the duties 
ot Chief Justice of the county court, when said office is vacant. 
or when said officer is absent from the State or is unable or dis- 
ytialified to act; a bill to authorize and require the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office to issue a patent to Robert W. 
Latimer for 6-40 acres of land: a bill to authorize the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Oflice to issue a head-right certificate. 
tirst class. for one league and labor of land to James Taylor; a 
bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the General 
fand Office to issue a patent to William Shipp of Sabine county 
for one league of land; anda joint resolution in$tructing onr 

Senators and requesting our Representatives in the Congress of 
the United States to procure the establishment of certain mail 
routes upon which the mail shall be transported in coaches and 
kaeks. 

MrəWallace introduced a bill to amend the ł7th seetion of the 
vet to provide for the assessment and collection of taxes, ap- 
proved 20th March, 1848; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Walker, abill for the relief of the citizens 
ot Afereer’s colony was taken up and placed among the orders 


at the day. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
A message was received from the Governor, transmitting the 
to lowing communication : 
Executive Orrice, December 12th, 1849. 
Gentlemen of the Senate : 
I have the honor to transmit herewith the reports received 
from the Treasurer since the adjournment of the last Legis- 
ature, 
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These reports, it was thought, should Le accompanied by- that 
of the Comptroller, and having since the receipt of the first 
named been in daily expectation of receiving one from that of- 
ficer, I delayed sending in those I had received until I should be 
able to communicate both. ‘ 

Your Obedient Servant, 
GEO. T. WOOD. 


On motion of Mr. Parker, the communication and accompany- 
ing reports were referred to the committee on Finauce. 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issue a patent to William Shipp of Sabine 
county for one league of land; read third time and passed. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue a head-right certificate, first class, fur one league 
and labor of laud to James Taylor; read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States to procure 
the establishment of certain mail routes upon which the mail 
shall be transported in coaches and hacks. 

Mr. Robertson moved to amend by striking out of the cap- 
tion the word “hacks? and insertius ‘ ‘horse-back :” cartied— 

„biui read third time and passed. 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Genc - 
ral Land Office to issue a pateut to Robert W. Latimer for 616 
acres of Jand: read third time and passed. 

A bill to authorize auy two county commissioners ta perforin 
the duties of ehief justice ot the ccunty court, when said dha 
is vacant, or when said officer is absent from the State eris un- 
aide or disqualified to act; 1ead third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the citizens of Mercer’s colony, together 
with the report of tne committee on Public Lands offeuneg 
amendments thereto, was read, and amendments adopted; © 
motion of Mr. Walker, the blauk in 7th seetion was filled with 
the word © ninth.” 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the bill was made the special ordur 
of the day for Tuesday, the 15th inst. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Jobu Barton ; read and pass- 
ed to the third reading. 

A bill to amend the 3d, 4th, 6th and 7th sections of an act 
authorizing and requiring the county courts to regulate roads. 
appoint overseers, &c., approved Mareh 1Sth, 1848. and snbsti- 
tute offered by the committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries wert 
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read, and, on motion of Mr. Robertson, laid on the table until 
the 15th inst. 

The report of the majority of ‘the committee on the J udiciary, 
on that portion of the Governor's message relating to the Su- 
preme Court, was read. 

Mr. Trait moved that the report he indefinitely postponed. 

Mr, Latimer moved to lay the motion on the table until Thurs- 
day next; lost. ~ 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the report was laid upon the table. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following re- 
solution : 

Resolved, That the House will elect a Distiict Attorney for 
the Eleventh Judicial District, on the 18th inst, and that the 
Senate be invited to concur in the same, 

Mr. Pease moved to lay the resolution on the table one day: 
lost. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the resolution was laid on the 
table. j 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had adopted the report of the committee of conference on the 
bull authorizing all State, District and County officers to continue 
to perform the “duties of their offices until iheir successors are 
elected aud qualified, according to law. 

Also, that the House concurred in the amendment of the Senate 
to the resolution appointing a committee to wait upon his Excel- 
ieney, the Governor elect, aud inform him of his election, &c, 

Also, that the House had passed the foll lowing bills and joint 
resolutions, viz: 

A bill makiug an appropriation to defray the expenses incurred 
in publishing the proposed amendment to the constitution ; 

A bill to incorporate the Texana Academy ; 

A bill to amend an act to regulate fees of office, approved 
March sth, 1848; 

A bill to amend an act to regulate the public printing, ap- 
proved March 8, 1848 ; 

A bill to amend the sixth and thirty-fourth sections of an act 
to regulate proceedings in the District Courts,approved May 13th, 
1516; 

A bill to establish permanently the seat of justice of Leon 
county ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs and assignees of 
Benjamin D. Nobles, deceased ; 


238 


A joint resolution, relative to extending the jurisdiction of the 
State of Texas over the south half of Red River ; 

A joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller to sell certain 
lots in the city of Austin; which were severally read first 
time. 

The report of the committee of conference, on the bill autho- 
Tizing all State, District and County oflicers to continue to per- 
form the duties of their respective offices until their suecessors 
are elected aud qualified, according to law, was read. 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the amendment proposed by the 
committee was amended by inserting after the word “ elected” the 
words “or appointed.” 

The report as amended was then adopted. 

A bill to authorize the several clerks of the county courts in 
the State of Texas to tuke the separate acknowledgment of mar- 
ried women to deeds executed by them; read and passed to the 
third reading. 

A bill to make valid the acts of Thomas R. Hill as clerk of 
the District Court in the county of ‘Titus; read and passed to the 
third reading. 

A bill to provide for the removal of the munitions of war, be- 
longing to the State of Texas, to the city of Austin; read, and, 
on motion of Mr. W allace, laid on the table. 

A joint resolution for the payment of outstanding claims against 
the oflices of Government; read second time, aud, on motion of 
Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on Fi inance. 

A bill to divide the State into two Supreme Court Districts: 
read second tite, 

Mr. Wallace moved to refer the bill toa Select committee ct 
five. 

Mr. Robertson moved to indefinitely postpone.the bill. 

Mr. Portis moved a call of the Senate ; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the call was suspended. 

Mr. Robertson, by leave, withdrew the motion to indefiniteiy 
postpone. 

Mr. Yan Derlip moved to amend the motion of Mr. Wallace 
by referring the bill to a special committee composed of one Se- 
nator from each Judicial District ; lost. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Wallace’s motion, which - 
was carried. 

Messrs. Wallace, Moffett, Ward, Giimes and Van Derlip were 
appointed said committee. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following resolution : 


Reso!ved, That it is the opinion of this Senate that the inte- 
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rest of the State at large would be enhanced by dividing the 
Supreme Court into three branches: one in the Eastern, one in 
the Midd!e and one in the Western portion of the State. 

A bill to provide for the withdrawal of security on official 
bonds; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Moffett, referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Van Derlip offered the following res@lution : 

Resolved, Vhat if the House of Represéntatives concur, the 
Legislature will adjourn on the 22d day of the present month, 
until Monday, the first day of January ensuing. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, the Senate adjourned. 


Fripay, 9 o’clock, a. a1, December Lith, 1849. 


The Senate was called to. order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer. 
McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Tay- 
lor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace, ‘The jour- 
nals of vesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred the report of the Treasurer ot. the State, recom- 
mend that the committee on Printing be instructed to contract 
for the printing of -— copes of said report for the use of the 
Senate, 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referrcd a bill to incorporate the Bexar Manufactur- 
ing Company, reported the same back to the Senate, without 
amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
a bill to repeal the 1st section of ah act supplementary to an act 

reanlating tha sale of runaway slaves, approved 27th January, 
1841, reportcd a substitute therefor and recommended its pas- 
sage. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
claims, to whom was referred a joint resolution for the relief of 
James M. Manning, reported the same baek to the Senate, with- 
out amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Robertson, from the same committee, to whom was refer- 
red a joint resolution for the relief of the owner of a certain 
Austin city lot, reported that the committee deemed it inexpedient 
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to pass the resolution, as, in their opinion, any and all sales of 
the lots, belonging to the State, should be sold at public auction 
alter due advertisement of the same, they, therefore, recommend. 
ed its indefinite postponement. 

Mr, Robertson, chairman of the committee on Federal Rela- 
tions, made the following report; 

N 


CoMMITTEE Room, Austin, Dec. 13, 1549. 
To the Hon. President of the Senate : 2 


The committee on Federal Relations, to whom was referred a 
joint resolution providing forthe mintual surrender of persous 
therein mentioned by the Governments of the United States and 
Mexico, have had the same under consideration, and have in- 
structed me to report that the subject is one of paramount im- 
portance as well to the Government of Mexieo as to that of the 
United States ; it is demanded by the principles of justice as well 
as the promotion of the harmony and good feelings of the ciu- 
zens of each country, residing along and near the extensive line 
that separate the two Republics, Entertaining this view of the 
subject, the committee repoit the bill back tothe Senate, with 
amendments, and recommend their adoption and the passage of 
the bill, All of which is respectlully submitted. 

! J. B. ROBERTSON, Chairman. 


Amendment Ist: in last line of preamble, strike our abscond- 
ers” and insert “ persons held in bondage.” 

Amendment 2d : insert, in second line, alter the words “ Sena- 
tors” “ be instructed.” 

Amendment 3d: strike out the word “ requested” in 2d line 
- of the second section and insert " instructed.” 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions, to whom was referred a Lill to be entitled an act to provide 
for holding an election for the permanent location of the seat of 
Government of the State, returned the same to the Senate, with- 
out amendment, and recommended ils passage. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Federal Rela- 
tions, to whom was referred a joint resolution authorizing the 
procurement of a slab of native marble of-the required dimen- 
sions to be placed in the national monument, being built in the 
city of Washington, reported the same back to the Senate, with- 
out amendment, and recommended its passage. 

_ Mr. Portis; chairman of the committee on Education, to whom 
was referred a bill supplemeniary to an act to incorporate the 
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‘Anstin College, approved November — , 1849, reported the same 
back to the Senate and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Latimer introduced a bill to provide for “the collection of 
of the uncollected taxes assessed for an due the late Republic 
ief Texas; read first time. 

Mr. Van Derlip introduced a bill supptementary to an act in- 
corporating the Western Texas Orphan Asylum; read first 
time, 

Mr. Ward introduced a bill supplementary to an aet entitled 
an act to establish and incorporate the College of DeKalb, ap- 
proved January 26, 1839; read first time. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following resolution ; 

Resolved, That the Senate elect a Sergeant-at-arms pro. tem., 
on Saturday, the [5th inst.; laid on the table one day. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to authorize the several clerks of the county courts in 
the State of ‘Texas to take the separate acknowledgment of mar- 
ried women to deeds executed by them; read third time and 
passed. 

A bill to make valid the acts of Thomas R. Hill as clerk of 
the District Court in the county of Titus; read third time and 
passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of John Barton ; read third time 
and passed. 

A bill creating the county of Ellis, together with the report of 
the committee on County boundaries offering an amendment 
thereto, was read; amendment adopted, and bill passed to the 
third reading. 

A bill to authorize holders of head-right certficates, bounty 

warrants or land scrip to have the same surveyed in three or more 
lots, together with the report of the committee on Private Land 
Claims offering a substitute therefor, was read ; substitute adopt- 
ed. and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had passed a joint resolution for the relief of tbe heirs of Wm. 
Mockford ; 

Also, the following bills which originated in the Senate, viz: 

A bill authorizing ‘and requiring the Governor to subscribe, 
on behalf of the State, for 1500 copies of a digest of the laws 
of Texas proposed to be published’ by O. C. Hartley, Esq., with 
an amendment ; 
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A bill to amend the 53d section of the act to organize justices’ 
courts, and define the powers and jurisdiction of the same, ap- 
proved March 20, 1848; and, 

bill authorizing and requiring the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue a head-right certificate to A. S. 
Cunningham; 

Also, that the House had appointed Messrs. Holland, Bee. 
Sterne, Dickson and Crump of Bexara committee to make suitable 
arrangements for the inauguration of the Governor and Lien- 
tenant Governor elect, and request the appointment of a like 
committee, ou the part of the Senate, to act in conjunction with 
them. The S:nate concurred in the request, and Messrs. Mof- 
tett, Davis and Ward were appointed said committee. 

The report of the majority of the committee on the Judiciary. 
on the petition of the executors of D. L. Richardson, was read 
and adopted by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Kinney, Parker, Pease, 
Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Ward, Walker and Wallace—12. 

Nays: Messrs. Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Tay- 
lor, Truit and Van Derlip—s. 

Mr. Pease moved to lay the report of the minority of the com- 
mittee on the table; lost. 

Mr. Robertson moved to reject the report of the minority. 

The yeas and nays being called, stood thus : 

Yeas: Messrs: Cooke, Gage, Kinney, Parker, Pease, Phillips, 
Portis, Robertson, Ward, Walker and Wallace—11. 

Nays: Messrs. Davis, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, 
Taylor, Truit and Van Derlip—9 ; carried. 

The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House to a 
bill authorizing and requiring the Governor to subscribe, on be- 
half of the State, for 1500 copies of a digest of the laws of 
Texas proposed to be published by O. C. Hartley, Esq. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
transmitting the following communication from the Governor 
with the report of the Comptroller of Public Accounts: 


Executive Orrice, Austin, Dec 14, 1849. 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

I have the honor herewith to transmit the report of the Comp- 
troller of Public Accounts for the years L848 and 1849. 

This important paper has been necessarily delayed to the pre- 
sent moment for reasons stated in my message at the opening of 
of the session. = 

I have had only time to give it a hurried examination, and 
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consequently submit it to the Legislature without any suggestion 
of my own, confident, at the same time, that it will prove full 
and satisfactory, and embody many suggestions entitled to great 
weight as the results of the reflection of an experienced and able 
public officer. 

The Honorable the House will be pleased to adopt such con- 
venient methed as it may think proper to place the Honorable 
the Senate in possession of the information herewith communi- 
cated. 

I bave the honor to be, ` 
Your Obedient Servant, 
GEO. T. WOOD. 


The report of the Comptroller was read, and, on motion of 
Mr. Truit, referred to the committee on Finance. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Grimes, on yesterday, relative 
to a division of the Supreme Court, was read, and, by-leave, Mr. 
<irimes withdrew it. 

A bill to prescribe the mode of adoption was read and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

A bill creating the county of Tarrant, together with the report 
of the committee on County Boundaries offering an amendment 
thereto, was read ; report adopted, and bill passed to the third 
reading. ` 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act to regulate the public 
printing, approved March 8, 1518; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Latimer, referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to establish permanently the seat of justice of Leoua 
county: read second time, and, on motion of Mr, Parker, refer- 
red to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller to sell certain lots 
in the city of Austin ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Parker, referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, 

Joint resolution for the relief of the leirs and assignees of 
Benjamin D. Nobles, deceased ; read second time, and, on motion 
of Mr. Gage, referrcd to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill to amend an act regulating fees of office, anproved March 
20, 1848 ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Van Derlip, 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to incorporate the Texana Academy ; read second time, 
und, on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Edu- 
cation. 

A bill making an appropriation to defray the expense incurred 
in publishing the proposed amendments to the constitution ; read 
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second time, and, on motion of Mr. Robertson, referred to the 
committee on Finance. ` 

A bill to amend the 6th and 34th sections of an act to regulate 
proceedings in the District Courts, approved May 13, 1846 ; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Hart, referred to the Judi- 
ciary committee. 

Joint resolution, relative to extending the jurisdiction of the 
State of Texas over a certain portion of Red River; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee 
on Federal Relations. 


A bill to amend the 17th section of the act to provide for the 
assessment and collection of taxes, approved March 20, 1848; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the 
committee on Finance. 


The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, on the 
petition of B. J. Thompson, was read, and, on motion of Mr. 
‘Wallace, referred, together with the accompanying documents, 
to the committee on Public Lands, 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Wm. Mockford ; 
read first time. 

Resolution offered, on yesterday, by Mr. Van Derlip, relative 
to an adjournment from 22d inst. to Ist January next ; read, and, 
on motion of Mr. Van Derlip, laid on the table until the 17th 
instant. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the Senate adjourned, 


SarurpDAy, 9-o’clock, a. m., December 15, 1819. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Lati- 
mer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips. Portis, Robertson, 
Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. The journals of yesterday were read 
and adopted. 

Mr. Truit presented the petition of James Wagstaff, Adminis- 
trator of William H. Malone; which was read, and, on motion 
of Mr. Truit, referred, with the accompanying documents, to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Cooke presented the petition of S. G. Norvell ; which was, 
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on motion of Mr. Cooke, referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims, without reading. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to amend the 26th section of an act 
regulating attachments, reported a substitute for the same and 
recommended its adoption. = 

Mr. Cooke, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, made the following report : 

ComMITTEE Room, December 14, 1849. 
To the Hon. J. A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Win. B. Lewis and others, have had the same 
under consideration, and state that we are unable to see how the 
vouchers, which have been transmitted to us, can, in any way, 
create a liability, on the part of Texas, for the payment of the 
amount claimed by the petitioners. It seems that the claimants 
have not complied with the laws of the State by the presentation 
of this claim to the Board of Commissioners, whose duty it was 
to examine and decide upon claims against the late Republic of 
Texas. We, therefore, beg leave to report the same back to the 
Senate, and ask leave to be discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the subject. Respectfully, : 

W. K. COOKE, Chairman. 

Mr. Burleson, chairman of the committee on Military Affairs, 
made the following report : 


CommitTEE Room, December 13, 1849. 
To the Hon. John A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the 
resolution instructing the committee to enquire into the expe- 
diency of repealing the act to organize the militia of the State 
of Texas, approved April 21, 1846; and an act to provide for 
closing the business of the late War and Marine Department, 
approved April 27, 1846, and of transferring the archives and re- 
cords of the Adjutant General’s office to the Secretary of State, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
to report: 

The militia law of the State of Texas is a dead letter upon 
our statute-book. It contemplates and requires a species of ser- 
vice from the people unsuited to their taste, and considered by 
them unnecessary. Patriotic, in an eminent degree, and devoted 
beyond any other people to-the service of their country, when- 
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ever,threatened with danger and the public exigencies may re- 
quire their exertions ; there is no people who regard with more 
contempt and derision the mean paraphernalia and gewgaw show 
of military exercise. Instead of considering the militia muster 
a valuable military school, they regard it as an unnecessary 
consumption of time, and pay little or no attention to the man- 
dates of our militia officers, Accustomed to volunteer in numbers 
as required by any public emergency, and to select the officers 
from their own ranks, they would be extremely reluctant to 
submit to any other discipline. And, indeed, under such or- 
ganization, they have shown themselves so efficient in actual 
service, that every discreet observer must be convinced that the 
system ‘is superior to any other which can be devised to render 
the militia of the State what they emphatically are, the strong 
arm for the defence of the State. Unanimous in this sentiment, 
the committee recommend the repeal of the act to organize the 
militia of the State of Texas, app¥oved April 21, 1846... 

The business of the late War and Marine Department having 
been almost closed, and the duties of the Adjutant General being 
merely nominal, the committee recommend the repeal of the 
act to provide for closing the business of the late War and 
Marine Department, approved April 27, 1846; and that the re- 
cords, books and papers of the Adjutant General’s office be im- 
mediately transferred to the office of the Secretary of State. — 
The additional duties, which may be imposed upon that officer, 
will be merely nominal, whilst it will result in an actual saving 
to the State of one thousand dollars, the satary of that officer. 

The committee deem it expedient to guard against any unne- - 
cessary delay which, under some unforeseen emergency, might 
occur to invest the Governor, made by the constitution, the com- 
mander-in-elief of the militia of the State, with authority to 
appoint a general staif to consist of an Adjutant General, Inspec- 
tor General, Quarter-master, Commissary General, Pay-master 
General and Surgeon General, whose duties shall be prescribed 
by the Governor, and whose pay shall be regulated by law, when 
in actual service. With power to organize the militia and order 
elections for division, brigade, regimental, battalion and com- 
pany officers under such rules and regulations as he may deem 
expedient and proper. Such organization only to take place in 
event of actual impending necessity. ‘This the committee have 
deemed the most advisable plan, and have accordingly instructed 
me to prepare the accompanying bill and recommend its passage. 

EDWARD BURLESON, 
Chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs. 
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A bill to repeal an act to provide for closing the business of the 
Jate War and Marine Department, and to transfer the books, re- 
cords and papers of the Adjutant General’s office to the office of 
Secretary of State; read first time. 

A bill to authorize the Governor to appoint a general staff, and 
to organize the militia of this State; read first time. 

Mr. Burleson, also, made the following report : 


+ 
CoMMITTEE Room, December 13, 1549. 
To the Hon. John A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the 
petition of Elizabeth Ryals, together with an account and 
vouchers, praying the State to pay for certain property destroyed 
by Mexican robbers, on the 18th day of September, A. D. 1841, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
to report : 

The distress, to which the petitioner has been reduced, en- 
titles her to the deepest commisseration of every human being ; 
that it was inflicted by the public enemy of Texas upon citi- 
zens entitled to the protection of eur Government, is evidenced 
by the testimony of the petitioner and that of honorable mem- 
bers of the Senate, that the petitioner is entitled to relief, when- 
ever the State of Texas may be able-+to satisfy that class of 
claimants, admits, in the opinion of the committee, no doubt.— 
The committee, however, deem it imprudent, at this time, to 
take any other steps than to audit the claim of the petitioner and 
have the same placed among the acknowledged debts due by the 
late Republic of Texas, and to be discharged in its regular gra- 
dation whenever the State may be able to pay that debt. The 
committee have, therefore, instructed me to recommend the peti- 
tion to the favorable consideration of the Senate, and to report 
the accompanying bill and recommend its passage. 

EDWARD BURLESON, 
Chairman of the Comntitice on Military Affairs. 


A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Ryals; read first time. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a bill making an appropriation to defray the ex- 
pense incurred in publishing the proposed amendment to the 
constitution, reported the same back to the Senate and recom- 
mended its passage. 

Mr. Van Derlip introduced a joint resolution for the relief of 
John Neill; read first time. 
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On motion of Mr. Portis, the rule was suspended—joint reso- 
{ution read second time and referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. Robertson introduced a bill to repeal an act entitled an 
act to poe the time of the biennial meeting of the Legisla- 
ture oe the State of Texas; read first time, 

Mr. Van Derlip introduced a bill to incorporate the President 
and Trustees of the Guadalupe High School Association ; read 
first time. 

Mr. Burleson offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, 'That the Governor be, and he is hereby requested 
to furnish the Senate with all the information in his possession, 
relative to late Indian depredations in Western Texas. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Mr. Wallace moved to reeonsider the vote, which adopted the 
amendment of the House to a bill authorizing the Governor to 
subscribe, on behalt of the State, for 1500 copies of a digest of 
the laws of Texas proposed to be published by O. C. Hartley, 
Esy. ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the bill was recalled from the hands 
of the Enrolling Clerk. 

On motion ot Mr. Phillips, the amendment of the House, 
which was omitted to be reported on yesterday, was concurred in. 

A bill creating the county of Tarrant; read third time and 
passed. 

A bill creating the county of Ellis; read third time and 
passed, 

A. Lill supplementary to an act entitled an act to establish and 
incorporate the College of Dekalb, approved January 26, 1839 ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Ward, referred to the 
committee on Education. ey 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of William Mock- 
ford: read second time, and, on motion of Mr, Hart, referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims. 

The resolution of the Senate, relative to the election of a Ser- 
geant-at-arms pro, tem. ; read, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, laid 
on the table until Tuesday, the Isth inst. 

A mcssage was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had passed a bill to revive and amend an aet to loeate permanent- 
ly the seat of justice for the county of De Witt, approved March 
9,1848 ; 

Also, that the House had concurred in the amendment of the 
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Senate to a bill to authorize and empower all State, District and 
County officers to continue to perform the duties of their respec- 
tive offices until their successors are elected, &c. ; 

_ Also, that the House had passed a bill to provide for ceding to 
the United States jurisdiction of certain land in this State for 
public purposes, with an amendment. ‘The Senate concurred in 
the amendment. 

The report of the committee on Finance recommending that 
the committee on Printing be instructed to contract for the” print- 
ing of copies of the report of the Treasurer; read. 

‘Mr. Grimes moved to amend the repoit by inser ting after the 
word “ State” the words “ and Comptroller ;” adopted. 

Mr. Pease moved to fill the blank with 1000. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the blank was filled with 2000, 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the report was amended by adding 
the word “in pamphlet form.” 

The report was then adopted. 

A bill supplementary to an act incorporating the Western 
Texas Orphan Asylum; read second time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Van Derlip, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to provide for the collection 6f the uncollected taxes 
assessed for and due the late Republic of Texas; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Latimer, referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate the Austin Col- 
lege, approved November —, 1849; read second time and or- 
dered tc be engrossed. 

A bill to provide for holding an election for the permanent 
location cf the seat of government of the State; read and pass- 
ed to the third reading. 

Joint resolution for. the mutual surrender of persons therein 
mentioned by the Governments of the United States and Mexico, 
together with the report of the committee on Federal Relations 
offering amendments thereto, was read, 

The Ist amendment offered by the committee read and adopted. 
The 2d amendment, also, read and adopted. The 3d amend- 
ment was read and adopted by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Latimer, Mof- 
fett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Truit, Ward and Walker—12. 

Nays: Messrs. Davis, Hart, McRae, Pease, Phillips, Taylor 
and Wallace—7. 

The bill was then passed to the third reading. 

Mr. Walker introduced a bill for the relief of the citizens of 
Peters’ colony ; read first time. 
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A bill to repeal the first section of an act supplementary to an 
act regulating the sale of runaway slaves, approved January 27, 
1844, “together with the report of the committee on the Judiciar 
offering a substitute therefor, was read ; report adopted—bil! read 
second time and ordered to be engrossed, 

Joint resolution for the relief of the owner of a certain Austin 
city lot, together with the report of the committee on Private 
Land Claims; read, and, on motion of Mr. Robertson, laid on’ 
the table. 

Joint resolution for the relicf of James M. Manning; read and 
` passed to the third reading. 

Joint resolution authorizing the procurement of a slab of na- 
tive marble of the required “dimensions to be P laced in the na- 
tional monument, being built in the city of Washington; read. 

Mr. Latimer moved to amend by inserting after the word 
“therein” in 5th line the words * which, if practicable, shall he 
taken from the walls of the Alamo ;” adopted. 

The bill was then passed to the third reading. 

A bill to incorporate the Bexar Manufacturing Company : 
read and ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill to revive and amend an act to locate permanently the 
seat of justice for the county of De Witt, approved March 9, 
1848; read first time, and, on ‘motion of Mr. Philli ips, laid of the 
table. 

Mr. Davis introduced a bill to incorporate_the town of Rio 
Grande City ; read first time. 

Mr. Portis, chairman of the committce on Education, to whom 
was referred a bill to incorporate the Texana Academy. reported 
the same back to the Senate, without amendment, and recom- 
mended its passage, 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned. 


Moypay 9 o'clock, a. mọ, Dec. 17, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, 
McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Robertson, Taylor, 
Fruit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. The journals of Saturday were read 
and adopted. 

Mr. Truit presented the petition of William G. Runnels; which 
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was referred, on motion of Mr. Trunit, to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, together with the accompanying documents. 

Mr, Parker presented the petition of sundry citizens of Hous- 
ton county; which was read, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, re- 
ferred, with the accompanying documents; to the committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. Gage presented the memorial and resolutions of the citi- 
zens of Rusk and surrounding counties, in relation to a division 
of the Supreme Court and an alteration in the Sixth Judicial 
District; read, on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the Special 
committee to whom was referred a bill providing for the division 
of the Supreme Court, and that said committee be instructed to 
report by bill or otherwise, in relation to the Sixth Judicial 
District. 

Mr. Moffett presented the petition of sundry citizens of Tyler 
county ; which was referred to the committee on Indian Affairs, 
on motion of Mr. Moffett, without reading. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported as correctly enrolled the following bills, viz: A bill 
authorizing and requiring the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue a head-right certificate to A. S. Cunningham ; and 
a bill to amend the 55th section of the act to organize justices’ 
courts, and to define the powers and jurisdiction of the-same, 
approved March 20, 1818, and that said bills were presented to 
the Governor for his approval, on the 15th inst. 

Mr. Robertson introduced a bill to restore land, bought in by 
the State for taxes thereon, to the former owners; read first 
time. ; : 

Mr. Robertson introduced a bill to repeal an act entitled an act 
to prescribe the time of the biennial meeting of the Legislature 
of the State of Texas; read first time. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a joint committee to consist of three members 
from the Senate and three members from the House of Represen- 
tatives, be appointed to inform the Governor that the Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor elect will be inaugurated at the capitol, 
on Friday, the 21st inst., and to invite him to attend on the oc- 
casion and make such communications as he may deem proper ; 
Jaid on the table oue day. 

Mr. Latimer introduced joint resolutions on the subject of 
slavery ; read first time. i 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
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had passed a bill for the relief of the citizens of Jasper county, 
which originated in the Senate ; 
Also, a bill to amend an act to organize the District Courts, and 
to define their powers and jurisdiction, approved May 11, 1846 ; 
And joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Peter Crud- 
den, deceased ; which were read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives of the 
Legislature among the several counties of this State, together 
with the substitute proposed by Mr. Wallace, was read. 

Mr. Wallace moved to refer the bill and substitute to a Select 
committee of five; upon which reference the yeas and nays 
were called, and stood as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, McRae, Parker, Robertsor, 
- Vroit, Walker and Wallace—9. 

Nays: Messrs Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, Moffett, Pease, 
Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Van Derlip and Ward—11 ; lost. 

Mr. Robertson moved to refer the bill and substitute to a Select 
committee of seven. 

Mr. Latimer moved to lay them on the table; lost. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Robertson’s motion to re- 
fer to a Select committee of seven; carried. 

A bill to fix the whole number of Senators at twenty-one, and 
to apportion them atnong the several districts herein established, 
according to the number of qualified electors ; and to apportion 
fifty-two, the whole number of Representatives, among the seve- 
ral counties, according to the number of free white population 
in each ; read, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the same 
Select committee of seven. 

Messrs. Robertson, Pease, Latimer, Wallace, Gage, Yan Der- 
lip and Walker were appointed said committee. 

The resolution reyuesting the Governor to furnish the Senate 
with all the information in his possession, relative to late Indian 
depredations, &c. : 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, the resolution was amended by 
striking out “ Western” before “ Texas” and by inserting after 


« Texas” the words “in what particular sections they were com- 
mitted. 


The resolution as amended was then adopted. 
Joint resolution authorizing the procurement of aslab of native 
marble of the required dimensions to be placed in the national 
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monument, being built in the city of Washington; read third 
time and passed. 

Joint reselution for the relief of James M. Manning; read 
third time and passed. 

Joint resolution providing for the mutual surrender of persons 
therein mentioned by the Governments of the United States and 
Mexico ; read third time and passed. 

A bill to provide for holding an election for the permanent loca- 
tion of the seat of Government of the State; read, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to repeal an act entitled an act to prescribe the time of 
the biennial meeting of the Legislature of the State of Texas ; 
read second time. 

Mr. Truit offered a substitute for the same; read, and, on 
motion of Mr. Truit, bill and substitute referred to the commit- 
tee on Federal Relations. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to authorize the county court of 
Jasper county to have levied and collected a special county tax 
to be applied exclusively to the erection of a jail and court-house 
for said county ; read first time. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Rio Grande City ; read second 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Où motion of Mr. Wallace, the name of the committee on 
« Federal Relations” was changed to that of “ State Affairs.” 

A bill to incorporate the President and Trustees of the Gauda- 
lupe High School; read second time, aud, on motion of Mr. 
Yan Derlip, referred to the committee on Education. 

A bill for the relief of the citizens of Peters’ colony ; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Walker, referred to the com- 
mittee on Public Lands. z 

A bill to amend the 24th section of an act regulating attach- 
ments, approved March 11, 184S, and to add to said act another 
section to be section 31, together with the report of the committee 
on the Judiciary offering a substitute therefor, was read, and, on 
motion of Mr. Van Derlip, laid on the table for one day. 

The report of the committee on Claims and Accounts, on the 
petition of William B. Lewis and others, asking to be discharged 
from the further consideration of it, was read and adopted. 

A bill to repeal an act to provide for closing the business of the 
late War and Marine Department, and to transfer the books, Te- 
cords and papers of the Adjutant General’s office to the office of 
the Secretary of State ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr, 
Wallace, laid on the table. 

A bill to authorize the Governor to appoint a general staff and 


m 251 


orgahize the militia of this State ; read second time, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Wallace. laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Ryals; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Robertson, laid upon the table. 

A bill making an appropriation to defray the expenses incur- 
red in publishing the proposed amendment to the constitution ; 
read and passed to the third reading. 

A bill to incorporate the Texana "Academy ; read and passed 
to the third reading. 

Mr. Portis moved that the Senators be individually requested 
to attend in the Hall of the House of Representatives, this day, 
at 3 o’cloek, p. m., to hear the address of A. J. Yates, Esq, one 
of the delegates to the Memphis Convention, on the subject of 
the rail-road from the Mississippi river to the Pacific. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the Senate adjourned. 


Tvespay, 9 o'clock, a. a, December 18, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips Portis, Robert- 
son, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, W ard, Walker and Wallace. 

Pray er by the Chap! ain. The journals of yesterday were read 
and adopted. 

Mr. Portis, chairman of the committee on Education, mide 
the following report : 


ComumtITreEe Room, December 14, 1849. 
Hon. Joan A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


A majority of the committee on Education, to whom was re- 
ferred an act to incorporate the Nueces Manual Labor School, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
to report : 

The subject of education, and its encouragementin the various 
methods proposed by the people of Texas, embraces the most in- 
teresting portion of our legislative duties. It would be a profit- 
less consumptiorof time to discuss the importance of education 
—like the beneficence of God, its benefits and blessings are com- 
mensurate with the universe. The particular method proposed 
in the present bill is one which the committee think of the most 
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useful and beneficial character—calculated to develope the physi- 
cal as well as intellectual capacity of the pupil, and well worthy 
legislative patronage and encouragement. Indeed, so well satis- 
fied are the committee of the blessings which will-flow to every 
portion of the State by the establishment of similar institutions 
in every county of this State, that they have instructed me, to 
prepare a bill, donating to every county in this State two leagues 
of land for the establishment of a manual labor school in every 
county in the State. i 

The only objection, which has been urged to this appropria- 
tion, is the supposed want of power in the Legislature to appro- 
priate any of the public lands until the publie debt shall first be 
discharged. Such a construction, in the opinion of the commit- 
tee, is not clearly deducible from the joint resolutions of annexa- 
tion, and certainly was not contemplated by the Congress of the 
United States, nor by the people of Texas. We have contracted 
with the United States that the public creditors of the State of 
‘Texas should be secured in the payment of their claims by the 
public lands of Texas; but that agreement was only intended to 
extend to the reservation by the State of Texas of a sufficient 
amount of the publie domain to discharge, at fair rates, the pub- 
lic debt of Texas. Itwas not expected that Texas would lock 
up her immense public domain of one hundred and forty mil- 
lion of acres of land, until by taxation or otherwise she might 
provide for the payment of seven or eight million of dollars— 
` the public debt of Texas. If the State of ‘Texas were to dis- 
pose of her entire public domain, without regard to any of her 
creditors, it would only make it necessary for her to provide for 
the payment of her creditors from some other source. It was 
only a contract that the public debt of Texas should never be- 
come a public charge against the United States. But even this 
was accompanied by a guarantee, on the part of the United States, 
that the integrity of the territory of the State of Texas would be 
maintained by the moral guarantee and physical force of the 
United States. If the Government of the United States has 
failed in her guarantee, surely Texas is released from her con- 
tract. Let a candid examination of the question be made, and 
it will be seen that the Government of the United States, whose 
citizens are almost the sole owners and holders of the public 
debt of Texas, instead of conforming to her guarantee, has used 
every means, within her power, to cripple ai embarrass the 
State of Texas. She has sent an armed force within our bor- 
ders and usurped the jurisdiction of a large portion of our ter- 
ritory. The injury already sustained exceeds the amount of the 
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public liabilities, and Texas, in the opinion of all just men, 
stands released from any moral obligation to provide for the pay- 
ment of any portion of the public debt due to the citizens of the 
United States. But apart form this: The people of Texas owe 
a debt to themselves which existed prior to annexation, and 
superior to and above the obligations of the annexation resolu- 
tions, The duty to preserve themselves and their inalienable 
rights, and to transmit unimpaired to successors capable of ap- 
preciating and maintaining them. This can only be done by 
the diffusion of intelligence; and our public domain is the means 
which we have to confer these blessings. In view of the fore- 
going, the committee have instructed me to prepare the accom- 
panying bill and recommend its passage. 
DAVID Y. PORTIS, 
Chairman of the Committee on Education. 


A bill donating two leagues of land to each county in this 
State for the purpose of establishing a manual labor school ; read 
first time. 

Mr. McRae, chairman of the committee on Printing, reported 
that the committee had contracted for the printing of 2000 copies 
of the reports of the Comptroller aud Treasurer at 4 of a cent 
per page for the first 1000, and 3 of a cent per page for the second 
thousand to be furnished in pamphlet-form, neatly stitched and 
trimmed. 

Mr. Wallace, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
as correctly enrolled the following bills, viz: A bill to authorize 
and empower all State, District and County officers to continue 
to perform the duties of their respective offices until their suc- 
cessors shall be duly qualified ; and a bill authorizing and re- 
quiring the Governor to subscribe, on behalf of the State, for 
1500 copies of a digest of the laws of Texas proposed to be 
published by O. C. Hartley, Esq., and that said bills were pre- 
sented to the Governor for his approval, on the 17th inst. 

Mr. Grimes, chairinan of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a joint resolution appropriating four thousand dol- 
lars for the compensation of the assessors of direct taxes for tak- 
ing the enumeration of the inhabitants of the State for the year 
1848, reported the same back to the Senate and recommended its 
passage. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill authorizing the Comptroller 
tosell certain lots in the city of Austin, reported the same back 
to the Senate and recommended its indefinite postponement, 
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Mr, Robertson, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
whom was Teferred a bill to repeal an agt to prescribe the time of 
the biennial meeting of the Legislature of the Sfate of Texas, 
reported a substitute for the same and recommended its adoption 
and passage, 

Mr. Portis, chairman of the committee on Education, to whom 
were referred a bill to incorporate the President and Trustees of 
the Guadalupe High School Association, anda bill supplemen- 
ae to an act entitled an act to establish and incorporate the Col- 

lege of DeKalb, approved January 26, 1839, reported the same 
back to the Senate and recommended their passage. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, Mr. Latimer was relieved from the 
committee on Finance, and Mr. Hart was adedd thereto. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, Mr. Moffett was added to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The resoiution of the Senate, relative to adjournment, was 
read, 

Mr. Van Derlip moved to amend by striking out “ Monday, 
the İst day of January ensuing ;” carried. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the blank was filled with “ Tues- 
day, the Ist day of January.” 

Mr. Truit moved to lay the resolution on the table; lost, 

Mr. Truit moved to amend by striking out “Tuesday, the Ist 
day of January” and inserting “ 26th day of December.” 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the previous question was put. 

The yeas and nays were then ealled on the adoption of the 
resolution, and were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Davis, Kinney, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robert- 
son and Van Derlip--7. 

Nays: Messrs. Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, 
Taylor, Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace—t1 ; rejected. 

A bill for the relief of the citizens of Mercer’s ‘colony ; ; read. 

Mr. Pease offered the following amendment: In the second 
section as amended between the words * Governor? and “shall” 
in the 2d line, insert the words “ by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate ;” adopted. 

Mr. Gage moved to amend the 12th section by striking out 
“take an affidavit faithfully to discharge the duties imposed on 
him” and inserting “take the oath prescribed by the constitu- 
tion :” adopted. 

Mr, .Walker moved to strike out the 13th section ; carried. 


255 


Mr. Walker moved to amend by inserting “Sec. 13. That 
said Commissioner shall continue to perform the duties imposed 
on him by this act for and daring the term of eighteen months 
A ne after his appointment as aforesaid and no longer ;” 
agopted. 

Mr. Phillips moved to amend the 12th section by striking out 
“drawn in favor of the Governor of the State and his succes- 
sors in office” and inserting “ payable to the State of Texas ;” 
adopted. j 

Mr. Pease moved to amend by striking out the 6th section and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following as section 6th: “That 
no certifieate shall be located in more than one survey, except 
there shall not be sufficient vacant land in the place where the 
same is located to satisfy the same ;” rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, 

The resolution of the Senate to appoint a joint committee to 
inform the Governor that the Governor and Lieutenant Governor 
a es will be inaugurated at the Capitol, on Friday, the 21st inst., 
We., was read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the vote adopting the above resolu- 
tion was reconsidered, and resolution laid on the table. 

Mr. Robertson made the following report; 


Austin, December 18, 1849. 
To the Honorable President of the Senate: 


The joint committee appointed by the two Houses of the Le- 
gislature to wait on Col. P. H. Bell and Col. John A. Greer and 
inform them of their election to the offices of Governor and Lieu- 
tenant Governor to serve for two years from and after the 21st 
inst., and to ascertain at what time it would suit them to be in- 
stalled into office, have the honor to report that they have wait- 
ed on these gentlemen, and that they have named Friday, the 
2lst inst. as the day, and 11 o’clock, a. m., as the hour, at which 
they will be pleased to meet the Legislature at the Capitol, pre- 
pared to enter upon the duties of their respective offices. They, 
also, tender their acknowledgment, through the committee, to the 
honorable Legislature for the courtesy shown then), All of 
which is respectfully reported. 

- J. B. ROBERTSON, 
Chairman, on the part of the Senate. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had passed a bill to authorize any two county commissioners to 
perform the duties of chief justice of the county court, when 


4 


256 


said office is vacant, or when said officer is absent from the State, 
or is unable or disqualified to act—which originated in the Se- 
nate, with an amendment ; 

Also, that the House had passed the following bills and joint 
resolution, viz: 

A bill to amend the 4th section of an act approved March 13, 
1848, entitled an act to amend sections ten, eleven, thirteen 
and twenty-two of an act to organize the Supreme Court of the 
State of Texas, approved May 12, 1846 ; 

A bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives of the Le- 
gislature among the several counties of this State, accorcing_to 
the requirements of the constitution; and, 

Joint resolution iastructing our Representatives in Congress 
to use their efforts to obtain an appropriation for the improvement 
of the navigation on our south-western coast ; which were seve- 
rally read first time. 

Also, that the House had adopted a resolution appointing a 
committee to wait on the Governor and request him to be present 
at the inauguration of the Governor and Lieutenant Governor 
elect, on Friday, the 21st inst, &c. 

A bill to amend the 24th section of an act regulating attach- 
ments, approved March 11, 1818, aud to add to said act another 
section to be section 31, together with the substitute for the same 
reported by the Judiciary committee, was read ; substitute adopt- 
ed, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to amend the 3d, Ath, 6th, 7th and 9th sections of an 
act authorizing and requiring the county courts to regulate roads 
and appoint overseers, &c., approved March 15, 1548, tozether 
with the report of the committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries 
reporting a substitute for the same, was read, andr report adopted, 

Mr. Robertson moved to amend by adding the following pro- 
viso to the end of the 1st section : 


“ Provided that every overseer of a road shall be required to 
work his road through his beat, at least twice in each year, be- 
tween the months of April and August, and between the months 
of September and January ;” which was adopted by the follow- 
ing vote: 

“Yeas: : Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Moffett, Phillips, Robertson, 
Truit, Van Derlip and Walker-—8. 

Nays : Messrs. Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Parker, Pease, Taylor, 
Ward and Wallace—8. ‘The President voted in the affirma- 
tive, 

The bill was then passed to the third reading. 
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Resolution’of the House appointing a committee to wait on 
the Governor and request him to be present at the inauguration 
of the Governor and Lieutenant Governor elect, &c., was read. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following as a substitute : 

Resolved, That the President appoint a committee of three 
members, on the part of the Senate, and that the House of Re- 
presentatives be respectfully requested to appoint a like commit- 
tee to waiten Gov. Geo. T. Wood and notify him that the inau- 
guration of the Governor and Lieutenant Governor elect wilt 
take place at the Capitol at 11 o’clock, a. m., on Friday, the 21st 
inst., ahd to invite him to attend and make such communication 
as he may desire on that occasion ; adopted. 

Messrs. Wallace, McRae and Truit were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Cooke, from the committee on Public Lands, made the 
following report : 


COMMITTEE Room, December 18, 1849. 
To the Honorable Joun A. GREER, i 
President of the Senate: = 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred an 
act authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 
issue patents to applicants from the board of Land Commission-, 
ers of Robertson county that have not been legally returned to 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, have had the 
same under consideration, and beg leave to report a substitute for 
the original bill and recommend its passage, ' ' 

That various circumstances combined at the organization of 
Robertson county to prevent a full and complete record of their 
proceedings from being kept by the beard of Land Commission- 
ers did exist, there is no doubt, and it appears that the applicants 
for land certificates complied with all the provisions of law, in 
order to obtain their certificates, 

To withhold their patents for the failures or neglect of the 
county officers, would be gross injustice. The State can gain 
nothing by the suspension of patents on these claims, for the 
lands are located and surveyed by virtue of these certificates, and 
the lands cannot be appropriated by laying any other certificates 
on them. ‘The substitute contains sufficient precautionary pro- 
visions to prevent any fraud being inflicted on the State by any 
illegal appropriation ef her domain, through spurious certi- 
ficates. f 

Believing, therefore, that it is but an act of justice to grant 
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patents on these claims, the committee, therefore; recommend 
the substitute to the favorable consideration of the Senate. 
W. K. COOKE, 
One of the Committee. 


A bill making an appropriation to defray the expense incurred 
in publishing the proposed amendment to the constitution ; read, 
and, on motion of Mr. Van Derlip, laid on the table. 
` Resolution of the Senate, relative to electing a Sergeant.at- 
arms pro, tem. was read, and, on motion of Mr. Cooke, laid on 
the table. 


Resolutions on the subject of slavery; read second time, and, 


on motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on State - 


Affairs. 

A bill to authorize the county court of Jasper county to have 
levied and collected a special county tax to be applied exclusive- 
ly to the erection of a jail and court-house for said county ; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Portis, referred to the com- 
mittee on Finance. 

A bill to restore land, bought in by the State for taxes thereon, 
to the former owners; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Latimer, referred to the committee on Finance. i 

A bill to repeal an act entitled au act to prescribe the time of 
athe biennial meeting of the Legislature of the State of Texas; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Robertson, laid on the 
table. f 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had adopted the substitute of the Senate for a resolution appoint- 
ing a committee to inform the Governor of the time of the in- 
auguration of the Governor and Lieutenant Governor elect, &c., 
and that Messrs. Lott, Holland, Clements and Millican were ap- 
pointed a committee on said resolution, 

A bill to incorporate the Texana Academy ; read third time. 

Mr. Portis moved to amend the 9th section by striking out the 
words “at the expiration of his term” and inserting in lieu there- 
of the words “same time” in the 6th line of said ‘section; 
adopted. . s 

The bill was then passed by the tollowing vote : 

Yeas; Messrs. Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kinney, Latimer, Mof- 
fett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Der- 
lip, Ward and Wallace—15. 

Nays: Messrs. Hart, Pease and Walker— 3. 

A bill to amend an act to organize the District Courts, and to 
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define their powers and jurisdiction, approved May 11, 1846; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Peter Crudden, 
deceased ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, re- 
ferred to the committee on Private Land Claims. ` 

Mr. Kinfiey introduced a joint resolution, relative to making 
the port of Aransas a port of entry, and to erect a light-house 
upon Mustang Island ; read first time. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following resolution : 

Resolved by the Senate, That the committee on Printing be 
instructed to procure the printing of the following tables, toge- 
ther with the Comptroller’s report. 

STATEMENT A. . 

A statement of the amount due and undrawn on appropria- 
tions for the years 1846 and 1847, om the 31st of Oct. 1847. 

Also, the amount of appropriations made for the support of 
Government for the years 1548 and 1849, exhibiting the amounts 
drawn thereon ; and the unexpended balances at the close of the 
fiscal-year, ending the 31st October, 1849, 

STATEMENT B, ue) + eit 

Showing the amount of revenue received from various sources, 
both on account of the late Republic of Texas and of the State, 
between the 31st October,-1847, and the 31st October, 1849. 

‘Also, exhibiting the kind of currency in which the same, was 

aid. 2 
5 STATEMENT C. 

Cash receipts, in account current with expenditures from the 
31st of October, 1847, to the 31st-of October, 1849, showing the 
manner in which the revenues have been disposed of. 

STATEMENT D. 

Estimate of the probable receipts and expenditures of the State 
Government for the year, commencing November the Ist, 1849, 
and ending October the 31st, 1850. Including the probable 
amount of receipts from revenue previously accrued, and the 
amount due upon appropriations of previous years yet to be 
drawn. 

STATEMENT E. 

The recapitulation only .on pages 95, 96 and 97 shall be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the Senate adjourned. 
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WEDNESDAY, 9 o'clock, 4. m., December 19, 1849. 


‘The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robert- 
son, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. The journals of yesterday were 
read and adopted. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to quiet land titles issued to colonists, 
settlers, citizens, &c., reported that the committee are divided in 
opinion on many important features contained in the bill; and, 
also, as to some of the amendments proposed. They, therefore, 
return the bill and amendments herewith submitted for the action 
of the Senate. 

Mr. Latimer, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred a bill to incorporate the Grand and Subordinate 
Divisions of the Sons of ‘Temperance, reported a substitute for 
the same and recommended its adoption and passage. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report : 


CoMMITTEE Room, December 18, 1849. 

To the Honorable President of the Senate : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a joint resolution for the relief of the heirs and assignees of Ben- 
jamin D. Nobles, deceased, have had the same under considera- 
tion, and have instructed me to report that the vouchers, that 
were before the committee, show that said Nobles purchased three 
lots in the city of Austin at the first sale of lots by the Govern- 
ment of the Republic of Texas, and that he paid the first install- 
ment down ; and that before the second payment fell due, he 
died—his administrator paid, however, the second and third in- 
stallments and withdrew, and was discharged from said admini- 
stration by the Court of Probate for Travis county; and that a 
second administrator was appointed, who acted as such until 
after the fourth and last payment fell due, when he resigned his 
administratorship—and the first administrator was re-appointed, 
and he alleges, by affidavit, that the second administrator inform- 
ed him that the last installment was paid, and that he knew no 
better until the forfeited lots were advertised for sale in 1848— 
and those lots among the number; when he applied for and ob- 
tained from the Judge of the District Court of Travis county an 
injunction to stop the sale of said lots—he, also, represenis that 
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he has made improvements on said lots to the value of two thou- 
sand dollars, the whole amount that he has paid on said lots is a 
little above nineteen hundred dollars, and the whole amount now 
due by said estate is between four and five hundred dollars, pay- 
able in the promissory notes of the Republic of Texas. From 
these facts, the committee have no hesitation in reporting the bill 
back to the Senate and recommending its passage. All of which 
is respectfully submitted. 
J. B. ROBERTSON, Chairman. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported a bill to provide for ceding to the United States jurisdic- 
tion of certain lands in this State for public purposes, anda bill 
to be entitled an act for the relief of the citizens of Jasper county 
correctly enrolled, and that the same were presented to the Go- 
vernor, on this day for his approval. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House to a 
bill to authorize any two county commissioners to perform the 
duties of chief justice of the county court, when said office is 
vacant, or when said officer is absent from the State, oris unable 
or disqualified to act. 

- Mr. Wallace offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a joint committee to consist of two from the 
House of Representatives and one trom the Senate, be appointed 
to examine the Treasury of the State, and repo!t its condition as 
early as practicable. 

A bill to amend the 6th, 7th and 9th sections of an act autho- 
rizing and requiring the county courts to regulate roads, appoint 
overseers, &c., approved March 15, 1848; read third time and 
passed. 

A bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives of the 
Legislature among the several counties of this State, according 
to the requirements of the constitution ; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the Select committee o! seven 
to whom was reterred several bills on apportionment. 

A bill to amend the fourth section of an act, approved March 
13, 1848, entitled an act to amend sections ten, eleven, thirteen 
and twenty-two of an act to organize the Supreme Court of the 
State of Texas, approved May 12, 1846; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

_ Joint resolution instructing our Representatives in Congress to 
us3 their efforts to obtain an ‘appropriation for the improvement 
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of the navigation on our south western coast; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. 

A bill donating two leagues of land to each county in this 
State forthe purpose of establishing a Manual Labor School ; 
read.second time. 

Mr. Wallace moved to refer the bill to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

On mation of Mr. Phillips, laid on the table. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chiet Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had passed the following bills and joint resolution, viz: 

A bill to restore lands, sold for taxes and purchased by the 

«State, to the former owners ; 

A bill to authorize James Knight to adopt Lucinda E. Nibbs, 

daughter of Mary Béckam, deceased, late of the county of Fort 


Bend ; and, 


Joint resolution making an appropriation for the relief and edu- 
cation of Angelina Elizabeth Ditkinson ; which were severally 
read first time. 


A bill to incorporate the Nueces Manual Labor School; read 
Second time, and, on motion of Mr. Kinney, Jaid on the table. - 

Resolution offered, on yesterday, by Mr. Grimes, relative to 
the printing of the Comptroller’s report, was read. 

‘The yeas and nays being called, stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Pease, Phil- 
lips, Taylor, Ward aad Wallace— 9. ` 

Nays: Messrs. Davis, Gage, Kinney, McRae, Moffett, Parker, 
Portis, Robertson, Truit, Van Derlipand Walker—11; rejected. 

A bill to amend an act to prescribe the time of the biennial 
meeting of the Legislature of the State of Texas, together with 
the report of the committee on State Affairs offering a substitute 
therefor, was read. 

The yeas and nays being called on the adoption of the substi- 
tute, stood as follows: ~ 

Yeas: Messrs. Davis, Gage, Hart, Moffett, Pease, Portis, Ro- 
bertson, Taylor, Truit, Van’ Derlip and Ward—11. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Grimes, Latimer, McRae, Parker, 
Phillips, Walker and Wallace—8 ; adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. i 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed a bill providing 
payment for the forage and subsistence of the company of mount- 
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ed volunteers mustered into the service of this State, on the 10th 
June, 1849, by Col. H. L. Kinney ; 

Also, that the House had concurred in the 2d and 3d amend- 
ments, and refused to concur in the first amendment of the Se- 
nate to a joint resolution providing for the mutual surrender of 
persons therein mentioned by the Governments of the United 
States and Mexico. 

The Senate insisted on their amendment, and appointed Messrs. 
Robertson, Parker and Portis a committee of conference, on the 
part of the Senate, and requested a like committee, on the part 
of the House of Representatives. 

A message was received from the Governor, presenting the 
following communication : 


ExecuTIVE Orrice, Austin, Dec 19, 1849. 
Gentlemen of the Senate : 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a resolution of 
your Honorable body, requesting to be furnished with all the in- 
formation in my possession, relative to the late Indian depreda- 
tions, &c. Previously to the’receipt of that resolution, the ac- 
companying message upon that subject, and embodying all the 
information in my possession, had been prepared, and which is 
herewith transmitted as responsive thereto. 

I have the honor to be, 
Your Obedient Servant, 
GEO. T. WOOD. 


Execurive Orrice, Austin, Dec. 17, 1849. 
Gentlemen of the Senate: 

I have the honor to inform the Hon. Senate that representations 
have been made by the citizens of the county of Grayson that 
frequent Indian depredations have been committed in that quar- 
ter, and that bands of savages are still hovering around and near 
their settlements. 

They have made application to me for a force for their pro- 
tection, which, without action on my part, I have thonght proper 
to refer to the Honorable the Legislature. 

T have the honor to be, 
Your Obedient Servant, 
GEO. T. WOOD. 


On motion of Mr. Walker, the communication was referred to 
the committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. Burleson presented the petition of Bli T. Meriman ; which 
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was read, and, oi motion of Mr. Burleson, referred, with the ac- 
companying documents, to the committee on Military Affairs. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller to sell certain lota 
in the city of Austin, together with the report of the committee 
on Private Land Claims recommending its indefinite postpone- 
ment, was read, and, on motion ot Mr. Burleson, the joint reso- 
lution and report were laid on the table. 

A bill appropriating four thousand dollars for the compensation 
of the assessors of direct taxes for taking the enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the State for the year 1848; read and passed to 
the third reading. 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act to establish and 
and incorporate the College of DeKalb, approved January 26th, 
1839 ; read. ` 

Mr. Ward offered the following amendment : after “ six years” 
in 2d section insert “at the expiration of the above period the 
board shall fill vacancies by election, and if a vacancy or van- 
cies should occur in either of said classes before the expiration 
ot their respective terms, the board shall fill the same by elec- 
tion for the unexpired terms”; adopted, 

Mr. Ward moved to amend the 2d section by inserting after 
the “ College” the words “ appointed by this act”; adopted. 

Mr,“Ward moved to amend the 4th section by inserting at the 
beginning of said section the following: “the persons that may 
be appointed as trustees to fill the vacancies that may occur in”; 
adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate the President and Trustees of the Gna- 
dalupe High School Association; read and ordered to been- 
grossed. 

A bill authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue patents to applicants from the Board of Land Com- 
missioners of Robertson county that have not been legally re- 
turned to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, toge- 
ther with the report ofthe committee on Public Lands, reporting . 
a substitute therefor, was read, and, on motion of Mr. Cooke, 
laid on the table until to-morrow. 

Joint resolution, relative to making the port of Aransas a port 
of entry, and to erect a light-house upon Mustang Island ; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill to provide for the permanent location 
of the seat of. justice for Cass county, reported the same back to 
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the Senate, with the following amendments, and recommended 
their adoption and the passage of the bill. 


Amendments. 


Ist amendment: © Sec. 5th. Be i further enacted, That all 
the officers of said county who are required by law to keep their 
offices at the seat of justice, are hereby required to keép their 
offices at the place which may be selected as the seat of justice 
under this act; and all courts in and for said county shalf be held 
at that place, except that of the justice of the peacein their res- 
pective precincts; provided, however, that the next spring term 
of the District Court for the county of Cass shall be held as 
heretofore at the town of Jefferson.” 


2d amendment: “ And further provided, that if any of the 
above-town lots or property shall have been sold by said county, 
the purchaser or purchasers of the same shall have the privilege 
of rescinding said purchase, and the county court may reconvey 
such property to the donor or donors, as though such sale had 
never been made, and if the purchasers of said town property 
should choose not to rescind or set the said property back to the 
county, then the said county court may recouvey the proceeds, 
arising from such lots as may be retained, to the original donor 
or donors, afler paying all the expenses which have originated in 
the sale of said town lots by the said county.” 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a joint resolution for the relief of 
the heirs of Peter Crudden, deceased, reported the same back to 
the Senate and recomimended it to their favorable considera- 
tion. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee, on the part of the 
` Senate, to make arrangements for the inauguration of the Go- 
vernor and Lieutenant Governor elect, made the following 
report : ` 

The committee appointed in accordance with a resolution 
adopted by both Houses of the Legislature on the 14th inst., re- 
quiriag them to make suitable arrangements for the ihaugura- 
tion of the Governor and Lieutenant Governor elect, have adopt- 
ed the following as most suitable for the occasion, ahd respects 
fully request that all Officers, Heads and Officers of Departments, 
Charitable Societies and Citizens, will be in attendance on the 
occasion, and form the procession in the order subsequently de- 
signated. The escort is to be formed at the residence of the Go- 

R Eaa, 
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vernor elect, at 10 o'clock on Friday, the 21st inst., and proceed 
to the Capitol in the following order : 


Programme of Procession. 
Music ; 
Military ; 
Governor, and Governor elects 
Lieutenant Governor elect ; 
Committee of Arrangements ; 
Brig. Gen. Harney, Staff, and Officers of the U. S. Army ; 
(on horseback :) 
Judges and Clerks of the Supreme Court ; 
Judges ot the District Courts ; 
Heads and Officers of Departments ; 
g Masons in Regalia ; 
Odd Fellows in ‘Regalia ; 
Sons of Temperance in Regalia ; 
Citizens ; 
“Carriages. 

Col. H. L. Kinney is appointed Chief Marshal, on the part of 
the Senate, and Col. Clements and Maj. Gillet, Assistant Mar- 
shals, on the part of the House of Representatives. 

J. H. MOFFETT, 
Chairman of the Committee of the Sentate. 

J. K. HOLLAND, 
Chairman of the House of Representaives. 


On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate adjourned. 


Tuurspay, 9 o'clock, a. M., December 20, 1849 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robert- 
son, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace 


Prayer by the Chaplain. The Toninals of yesterday were read 
and adopted. 


Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a bill to provide for deductions from the salaries of 
District Judges and District Attorneys who fail or neglect to per- 
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form the duties assigned them by law, reported the same back to 
the Senate, with the following amendments, and recommend their 
adoption and the passage of the bill: 
Amendments : 
Section 1, 5th line, strike out “fourth” and insert “ second.” 

se “ 8th, strike out “ten ” and insert “ twenty-five.” 

af «o strike out all after “day” and insert “such judge 
shall be absent during the term.” 

Section 2, Sth line, strike out “ten,” and insert “ twenty-five.” 

£ 5, strike out after “shall” in the 13th line to “that” 
in 14th line, and insert “ within twenty days after the time such 
court should have convened, file or cause to be filed with the 
Chief Justice, his own affidavit, or that of some respectable wit- 
ness.” 

Section 6, to come in at the end of the section: “and report 
the same to the Governor to be laid before the Legislature at the 
next regular session thereof.” 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the petition of Messrs. Webb and Duval, re- 
ported the petition back to the Senate, and asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject ; report received and 
petition withdrawn. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of James Wagstaff, 
administrator of Wm. H. Malone, reported that this claim, in the 
opinion of the committee, is a just one, and that the relief can be 
granted without coming in conflict with any constitutional diffi- 
culty.- They therefore report the following bill and recommend 
its passage : 

A bill for the relief of the heirs or legal representatives of Wil- 
liam H. Malone, deceased ; read first time. 

Mr. Portis offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Senate proceed to elect a President pro 
tem. for and during the present term of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the rule requiring all resolutions, 
&c., to lay on the table one day, was suspended, and resolution 
adopted. 

a Latimer moved to go into the election at 12 o'clock ; car- 
ried. - 

Mr. Cooke offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian Affairs be instructed 
to inquire into, and report upon the expediency of granting to 
Hosea Maria, and the remainder of his tribe of Indians, leave to 
occupy and cultivate three leagues of land at the pleasure of the 
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State, and under her protection, in the county of Milam or Na- 
varro, and near the Comanche Peak. 

Mr. Cooke pfesented the petition of sundry citizens of Leon 
county, praying ta have the county site removed from Leona to 
Centerville; read, and, on motion of Mr. Cooke, referred to the 
committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Burleson presented the memorial of J. C. Clements, which 
was read, and, on motion of Mr. Burleson; referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY, 


Resolution of the Senate relative to the appointment of a com- 
mittee to examine the Treasury of the State, was read. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the resolution, by striking out ` 
“three” and “ one,” and inserting “ three” and “ two ” ; adopted, 

Mr. Partis offered the following as a substitute for the reso- 
lution : 2 

Resalved, 'That the Standing committee of the Senate to exa- 
mine the offices of the Treasurer and Comptroller of Public Ac- 
counts be, and they are required to ascertain and report to this 
Legislature, the amount of money received by the Comptroller 
and paid out by the Treasurer; the amount of money paid in 
and now due from assessors and tax collectors and other sources ; 
the amount received from the various custom-house collectors 
since the organization of the State Government which were due 
under the Republic of Texas; the amount now due, and if any, 
why it has not been collected, and that they have pawer to send 
for persons and papers, and to commission individuals in any 
county of this State to take the testimony of witnesses which they 
may deem necessary to, or touching any of the foregoing inqui- 
ries. 

Resolved furiher, That the House of Representatives be re- 
quested to appoint a similar committee with like powers, to act 
in conjuneticn with such committee ; adopted. 

A bill authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue patents to applicants from the board of land commis- 
sioners of Robertson county, that have not been legally returned 
to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, together with 
the substitute offered by the committee on Public Lands, was 
read. 

Mr. Van Derlip moved to amend, by adding the following pro- 
viso: “Provided that no action shall be had by the Commissioner 
ef the General Land Office upon any certificate issued before the 
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investigations of the travelling board of land commissioners, and 
not recommended by said board for patent” ; adopted. 

The substitute was then adopted and the bill ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Peter Crudden, 
deceased ; read, and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to provide for the permanent location of the seat of jus- 
tice for Cass county, together with the report of the committee 
an County Boundaries, offering amendments thereto, was read ; 
amendments adopted and bill passed to a third reading. 

A bill to incorporate the Grand and subordinate Divisions of 
the Sons of Temperance, together with the report of the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary offering a substitute therefor, were read ; 
substitute adopted and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to quiet the land titles of those claiming lands under 
patents issued by the Republic of Texas, by the State of Texas, 
and titles issued to colomists, settlers or citizens, before the act of 
the late Consultation closing the Land Oilice in November, 1835, 
under the colonization laws of the Government of Mexico and 
the State of Coahuila and Texas, as headrights of far.:lies, and 
to single men, when the title issued for one league and labor of 
land or less; read, and made the order of the day for the 27th 
instant. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs and assignees of Ben- 
jamin D. Noble, deceased ; read, and passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Pease introduced a bill concerning lands acquired by al- 
lens ; read first time. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of William G. Run- 
nels, reported a bill to legalize the headiight certificate of Simon 
P. Barnes ; read first time. 

A bill ta amend the first section of an act, concerning runaway 
slaves, approved January 27, 1844; read third time and passed. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the connuittee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported a bill providing payment for the forage and subsistence 
of the company of mounted volunteers mustered into the service 
of this State, on the 10th June, 1849, Col. H. L. Kinney, correct- 
ly enrolled. 

The committee, appointed by the Senate to wait on the Gover- 
nor and invite him to be present at the inauguration of the Go- 
vernorand Lieutenant Governor, reported duty performed. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, viz: 

An act to incorporate the town of Rio Grande City ; 


An act to incorporate the Bexar Manufacturing Company; 

An act to prescribe the mode of adoption ; 

An act supplementary to an act to incorporate the Austin Col- 
lege, approved Nov. —, 1849; 

An act to amend the first section of an act, concerning run- 
away slaves, approved January 27th, 1844 ; 

A bill to amend an act regulating attachments, approved March 
lith, 1848 ; 

An act to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issue patents on land claims located in three 
surveys in certain cases ; 

A bill for the relief of the citizens of Mercer’s colony; and, 

A bill to amend the 6th, 7th and 9th sections of an act autho- 
rizing and requiring the county courts to regulate roads, appoint 
overseers, We. 

A bill to prescribe the mode of adoption ; read third time* and 
passed by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, 
Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Yan Derlip, Walker and Wallace—12. 

Nays: Messrs, Gage, McRae, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Tay- 
lor. 'Truit and Ward—8. i 

Joint resolution appropriating four thousand dollars for the 
compensation of the assessors of direct taxes for taking the enu- 
meration of the inhabitants of the State for the year 1848; read 
third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the citizens of Mercer’s colony; read, 
and, on motion of Mr. Portis, laid on the table until the 27th 
instant. 

The time having arrived to go into the election of President 
pro. tem. of the Senate, Mr. Portis nominated Mr. Edward Bur- 
leson. The ballot being taken, Mr. Burleson received twenty 
votes; whereupon the President declared him duly elected Pre- 
sident pro. tem. of the Senate. Messrs. Portis and Robertson 
were appointed a committee to inform him of his election. 

A bill to amend an act regulating attacliments, approved March 
11, 4848. read third time and passed. 

A bill to restore lands, sold for taxes and purchased by the State, 
to former owners; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Par- 
ker, referred to the committee on Finance. 

Joint resolution making an appropriation for the relief and 
education of Angelina Elizabeth Dickinson; read second time, 
and, on mation of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on 
Finance. i 

A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate the Austin Col- 
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lege, approved Nov. —, 1849 ; read third time and passed by the 
following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Lati- 
mer, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, 
Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—17. 

Nays: Mr. Hart—1. 

A bill to incorporate the Bexar Manufacturing Company ; read 
third time and passed by the following vote : 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van 
Derlip, Ward and Wallace—16. 

Nays: Mr. Pease—1. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Rio Grande City; read third 
time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Pertis, Robert- 
son, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace—19. 

Nays: none. 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issue patents on Jand claims located in three 
surveys in certain cases ; read third time and passed. 

A bill to authorize James Knight to adopt Lucinda E. Nibbs, 
daughter of Mary Beckam, deceased, late of the county of Fort 
Bend; read second timè, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the Senate adjourned. 


tert, 


= Fripay, 9 o'clock, a. m., Dec. 21, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pro. tem.— 
Senators present: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Robertson, Tay- 
lor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. The jour- 
nals of the preceding day were read and adopted. - 

The Secretary was instructed to inform the Governor and the 
House of Representatives that the Senate had elected the Hon. 
Edward Burleson President of the Senate for the time being. 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the Senate took a recess until the 
hour should arrive for the inauguration of the Governor and 
Lieut. Governor elect. 
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The Senate was called to order and repaired to the place pre- 
pared for the inauguration. 


IN JOINT SESSION. 
Roll called--quorum present—Prayer by Rev. Mr. Phillips, 
Chaplain of the day. 
His Excellency, Geo. T. Wood, arose and delivered the follow- 
ing valedictory address : i 


Gentlemen of the Legislature, 
and Fellow-Citizens : 

The present is an interesting and, to me, an imposing occasion. 
Two years ago, by the voluntary suffrages of my fellow citizens 
I was called to thé distinguished position which, in a few mo- 
ments, I am to surrender into other hands. This is a circum- 
stance which beautifully illustrates one of the chief excellencies 
of our free system of government. 

Did time permit, it would afford me pleasure to advert to ma- 
ny incidents in the past history of Texas, abounding, as it does, 
in events so humble in the beginning, so glorious in their pro- 
gress and termination. But it must suffice for the present to say, 
in a few words, that during my term of service, several questions 
of grave importance to the people of the State, arose for my 
consideration and action. 

During that period, serious injuries were inflicted upon por- 
tions of our frontier inhabitants, ın the loss and destruction both 
of property and life. ‘This, it was conceived, imperiously de- 
manded action on the part of the Executive of the State. I as- 
sumed the responsibility of raising troops, to extend to my fel- 
low-citizens that protection to which they were entitled, and 
which the United States force in Texas proved itself wholly in- 
adequate to afford. I did not stop to count the cost, nor to inquire 
how much money would be taken from the Treasury. I should 
have acted as I did, had it exhausted the last dollar. This | con- 
ceived to be my duty, and under similar circumstances, my course 
would always be the same ; for the highest obligation of a State 
is the protection of her citizens. 

The unsatisfactory manner in which the Government of the 
U. States has acted in regard to our frontier defence, has arisen in a 
great degree, no doubt, from its imperfect information upon the 
subject. The last official act which I performed, was to address 
a letter to the proper authorities at Washington City, calling their 
attention to such facts and considerations as I regarded important 
to be known, 

The state of affairs in Santa Fé, has also occupied much of 
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my attention. Every inch of that territory justly belongs to our 
State, and she will defend it to the last extremity ; and if ever 
surrendered, it must be when she has no soldier to defend it :— 
there will be no messenger of her defeat. 

Gentlemen of the Legislature, to the forecast and wisdom of 
your counsels—to the patriotic union of your purposes—to the 
earnest devotion of your energies to the welfare of the State, her 
citizens look confidently to secure acontiuuance of her present 
prosperous condition. 

By harmony of action and freedom from selfish and sectional 
prejudices, your legislation will advance the interests of the State. 
Animated by these feelings, you will give to her an impulse in 
her progress towards the proud destiny which so happily awaits 
her. 

Permit me, gentlemen, to return throuch you to the people of 
Texas, my deep sense of gratitude for the many marks of confi- 
dence they have given me, in the bestowal of her more humble 
and her most exalted trusts. And if it can‘be any gratification 
to him who is about to sever his official relationship with a State, 
to feel and know that he has discharged honestly aud conscien- 
tiously the duties which the nature of that relationship imposed, 
I retire at this time indeed a happy man. 

In surrendering the Executive Office to my successor, it af- 
fords me peculiar “pleasure to express the assurance which I feel, 
that it is committed to honest, capable and worthy hands. All 
must unite with me in the confidence that the interests and the 
honor of thé State are safe in his keeping, 

And, in an earnest spirit, I invoke Eeaven’s blessings upon 
him, and that He who can alone crown human efforts with suc- 
cess, may render his every act as sced sown in good ground, pro- 
ducing to.him and the State blessings a th ousand fold. 


The oath of office was then administered by the Speaker of 


the House of Representatives to P. Hansbrough Bell, Governor 
elect, who delivered the following inaugural address : 


Gentlemen of the Legislature, 
and Fellow-Citizens : 

The present occasion, interesting as it is to every patriot citi- 
gen, comes to me with an accumulated weight of hopes and fears, 
producing an pa struggle of varied emotions. Against this Í 
am sustained on! y by the firm and unshaken reliance, that its 
origin is derived from a knowledge on hat part, that heavy and 


important duties, involving a common nterest, are about to be 
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assumed, and in a pute desire to meet them with manly firfmess 
and a proper intelligence in the discharge of every obligation. 

Called by the unbiassed will of the people of Texas, in the 
exercise of the exalted privilege of the elective franchise, to pre- 
side as their Chief Magistrate, I appear before you to take the 
solemn and sacred oath, “that I will perform the duties incumbent 
upon me, according to the-best of my skill and ability, and agree- 
ably to the constitution and laws of this State, and of the United 
States.” This solemn asseveration, to be made in the presence 
of GOD and my fellow-countrymen, brings into lively requisition 
every moral, every ennobling sentiment, and excites every slum- 
bering patriotic sensibility. My heart would be obdurate and 
insensible, indeed, if it did not swell with unusual emotions on 
an event fraught with so many consequences to myself, either for 
good or evil, and involving considerations of vital importance to 
you. The distinguished mark of confidence and respect, from a 
great and growing State, implying as it does, high regard for my 
integrity and ability, demands from me the deepest expression of 
gratitude. 

A custom, established by precedent and honored by time, makes 
it appropriate before assuming the usual constitutional qualifica- 
tion, that, in making a suitable expression of thanks to my fel- 
low-citizens at large, for the honor they have conferred, I should, 
also, advert concisely to some of the principles and sentiments 
which will govern me in conducting the civil administration of 
the State. 

I now offer to you, fellow-citizens, in the sincerity of my heart, 
the humble tribute of my thanks for the sacred trust confided to 
me; and desire to join you in hearty congratulations, that the 
Great Author of all good has vouchsafed to our beloved State 
peace, health, and prosperity ; and all the elements, physical, mo- 
ral, and religious, necessary to constitute us a truly great and 
glorious people 

In coming to the position assigned me, it is not unfit that I 
should advert to days that are past, in order that we may be di- 
rected with more certain aim to those which are advancing. The 
experience of the past affords lessons of wisdom and instruction 
for the future; and a retrospect of days gone by in our history, 
as a people, whilst it affords ample cause of exultation and cheer- 
ing hopes, comes, also, mingled with melancholy emotions. It 
is never unprofitable, when alluding to our country, to recur to 
our early history—the days of thirty-five and six; and to the 
brilliant and soul-stirring scenes to which the events of those days 
gave rise. 
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In doing this, the mind performs a holy, religious pilgrimage, 
in visiting the graves of our departed friends and heroes who 
have falleu by the desolation of war—cherishing their memories 
and recounting their virtues. It is food for the mind and greatly 
improves the heart—placing us higher in the scale as social be- 
ings, and making us better citizens. The great aim and end of 
our institutions are, to afford the jewel of comfort and solid hap- 
piness ; and whatever current of thought tends to moral culture, 
becomes a great auxiliary to this object. Fellow-citizens! the 
price of liberty in Texas was dearly paid in the blood of her pa- 
triot sons. Let that be held in grateful remembrance, and to us, 
and to those who are to succeed us, it should be the highest in- 
centive to Virtue, patriotism and honor. The best vindication of 
their motives and the principles for which they contended, is to 
be found in a determined, successful effort on our part to secure 
to those who are to come after us, the multiplied advantages which 
their sacrifices have brought to us. 

With an object so high and holy, it is not for us to slumber in 
the pathway of duty. With an awakened sense of our just 
claims, and a true appreciation of our peculiar position, it be- 
hoves us to move forward to the performance of such measures 
for the promotion of intelligence, and her hand-maid, virtue, as 
wisdom and experience may dictate. Let us, then, not forget or 
undervalue our superior advantages ; but with a broad, clevated, 
and ardent patriotism, unite heart and hand in advancing Texas 
to the proud destiny that awaits her. With a country great in ex- 
tent, and beautiful as she is great—fertile in soil—salubrious in 
climate—established in her institutions and general laws, and pro- 
gressive in the moral improveinent of her people, she cannot fail 
soon to realize the fondest hopes of the patriot, and succesfully 
vindicate her claims to an elevated rank among the States of the 
Union, 

The most pleasing evidences of gradual and permanent im- 
provements are to be seen at many points. And we cannot be- 
hold so glorious and gratifying a prospect for our infant State, 
and not be animated with the most profouud and grateful acknow- 
ledgements to the Great Author of our being, for these manifold 
and inestimable blessings. Our vigilance and unceasing care for 
the benefits we enjoy should be proportionably increased for their 
perpetuation. 

Our hopes, interests, and affections, are centred here; and 
every true lover of his country should sacrifice every selfish, 
every ambitious, motive on the hallowed altar of patriotism; and 
in the same spirit of generous compromise which gave to our 
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{inion a constitution, and to our State a name, unite to harmo- 
nize all conflicting interests, aud lend aid in such measures as 
will be cenducive to the public good. 

Texas h:i perhaps, as much substantial cause for a high ap- 
preciation of her present j oludien! pezition and advantages as any 
country. chiming suvercieaty, ou earth. The circumstances 
and incidents of her birth are strange and interesting, if not illus- 
trious. Springing into political existence, as by magie, at a point 
so obscure a» to be almost entirely unkown on the map of the 
world; astonishing Ler friends by the unexpected declaration 
that she resolvcd to be “ free, sovereign, and independent ;” con- 
founding her enemies by a practical enforcement of that declara- 
tion, with noextrinade advantases to draw to her aid, and with 
no friend but ker genin: and alor, she moved steadily onward, 
almost without men and nwaus, conquering and to conquer, 
with an energy that dviied all misfortune, and an indomitable 
courae aleat supernatural, until her one-starred banner waved 


in triuneoh at every point where her enemies dared present them- 
selves. 


What an anomaly m the progress of human freedom does it 


present, that this “forlorn hepe” should in a few years assert, and 
actually estalai n. a nicht over a territory of such magnitude and 
importance, as to aitract the attention, and excite the. cupidity of 
monarchical ! urops Our father-la ind, too, an inactive spectator 
of the struggle, v wien scincthing of sympathy, and more of inte- 
rest, witnessing Pexas dash from her lips the poisoned chalice 
which haughty oe w uted, aroused by a feeling slightly 
imbued with jealousy towards a power not American, opened at 
last the door of lee: Th this auspicious hour, (1 hope it was 
auspicious) Yexas, with as much diplomatic adroitness in the 

cabinet as she had displayed valor in the field, moved gracefully, 
and by a sudden transit, within the folds of the star- spangled 
banner: > and there, lello ci ‘tizens, we have the happiness to ‘find 
her. The picture, though poorly drawn, is true to the life; and 
affords consolation to those, at least, who found her in her weak- 
ness tottering to the fall, and who now behold her in beauty and 
strength. Her Liighiness may be dimmed, for a time, by the su- 
perior constellation which surrounds her, but it needs not the 
aid of prescience to determine that, in a few years, we shall be- 
hold our State, with the rich bounties nature has bestowed with 
a prodigal hand, shielded by a good constitution and laws, asa 
beacon light and a hope, attractin g to her bosom the oppressed of 
every jand. That God, in his mercies, may grant this consym- 

mation, is the wish of every true patriot. 
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Fellow-citizens, when contemplating the position we occupy, 
and so lately assumed, every consideration of self-respect and na- 
tional duty requires that we should be deliberative and cautious 
in the measures we ad: pt, or the laws we enact, local or general, 
for the purposes of justice. The yonngest member of the Union, 
and, T may add, the “fairest and the freest,” we shall be daily and 
hourly subject to the auimadversions and criticisms of the jealous 
and malignant. ‘There is no defence against such attacks, ex- 
cept such as is to be found under the panoply of justice and 
truth ; with this we shall be thrice armed, and can march for- 
ward with confidence to the goal of onr destiny. ‘The character 
which our State will hereafter bear, is now to be formed; and 
from the aggregate acts of her Government; and general bearing 
of her citizens, her reputation amongst her sister States will be 
proportiouably elevated or depressed. From this consideration, 
then, how strong is the appeal to those of ler public servants to 
whom the most responsible agencies are intrusted, to look with 
aclear perspective to those measures which are most likely ta 
subserve her present interests and futiire advancement; and to 
her citizens for their prompt acquiescence in all that contributes 
to the establishinent of law and order. 

That our Government is well adapted to perform all its fune- 
tions harmonionsly, and to answer the end originally intended 
by its framers, is clearly demonstrable in the increase of popu- 
lation, the manifest improvement in morals and social bearing, 
and the universal disposition to respect the laws. Time and ob- 
servation will suggest many alterations and improvements; and, 
from experience in our past legislation, they will, no doubt, be 
readily adopted. Did the occasion allow, I could with pleasure 
run the parallel between what Voxas was, what she is, and what, 
with the favor of IIeaven, she is destined to become. 

In her contest for freedom, she conducted her war upon the 
most liberal and humane principles known to civilized nations— 
always meeting her enemy upon honorable ground, and beating 
them only by superior valor; alleviating by kindness the mise- 
ries of the unfortunate, she took from the battle its crime, ang 
imposed no chains by her conquests ; Liberty unsheathed her 
sword—necessity stained it—victory retjirned it to its scabbard.” 
Having been a participator in her strrfgles, from the dawn of 
her revolution, I can Jay my hand upon my heart and say, I ne- 
ver yet felt dishonored by the association. A people, whose çon- 
duct has been thus marked by all the characteristics which would 
do honor to the oldest and most enlightened nations, has claims 
to the admiration of mankind, for having exténded the area of 
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human rights. And we find the same people who, in war, could 
exert the most exalted clemency, on the restoration of peace, 
maintaining her national character and consistency, by pursuing 
the admonitions of virtue, wisdom, and moderation, in the con- 
duct of her civil affairs, What a field is here presented for the 
philanthropic mind to dwell upon? We behold a nation, which 
had declared and maintained its independence through innume- 
rable disadvantages, suddenly merging her nationality—not 
through the usual agencies, the heat and bustle of revolution, but 
making a dignified and peacable transfer of power, by the more 
potent influences to enlightened minds, of reason and virtue.— 
Here, then, is a beautiful political horizon before us, after having 
triumphantly solved the problem, whether or not we were capa- 
ble of governing ourselves. Nor is the prospect marred by ig- 
norance or superstition; and we have no rankling, established 
prejudices to lead us into the mists of error. All is plain and 
auspicious; and our country is as a blank, prepared to receive 
good impressions or bad, 

Here, too, is an ample field for the highest aspirations of geni- 
us and enterprise, and Providence, in having bestowed so rich a 
boon, has imposed on thos who enjoy it, the responsibilty of 
watching, with jealous care, the benefits it confers. It is an in- 
heritance confided to us, to be transferred with interest to poster- 
ity. The new and delicate relation to the American confederacy, 
voluntarily assumed by 'Texas, was the result of a policy on the 
part of that power, to enlarge the scope of free principles, and} to 
strengthen the bondof Union. In this we will go with her hand 
in hand, and so long as her counsels are administered with jus- 
tice and equality, and with dne deference to the rights reserved 
by aur common charter, we will hail with pleasure and pride the 
day of our alliance. ~ 

There is no want of patriotic feeling and devoted kindness 
amongst us for the Union, as it is. Support of our State Consu- 
tution, and the Constitution of the United States, becomes our 
highest duty, It is the surest basis for the security of peace and 
the safety of our institutions. But, fellow-citizens, whilst incul- 
cating with zeal this wholesome doctrine, it is necessary, in our 
internal organization, that we should throw the proper guards 
around our own peculiar rights. The day of her declaration 
was for Texas tie unequivocal assertion of her maturity, and no- 
bly has she given the proof. The day of annexation was her 
wedding day. She will yield all to the Union which bridal mo- 
desty doth warrant, but can never forget her reserved rights.— 
We will always-endeavor to do our duty to the Union, This is 
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an obligation, and implies reciprocity. “ Too just to invade 
the rights of others,” we will be too “proud to surrender our 
own.” 

In relation to our own State, fellow-citizens, to maintain our 
national faith and standing by a rigid compliance with all our 
obligations—to ascertain and relieve our public resources by an 
honorable estimation and prompt adjustment of-our liabilities— 
.to protect all personal and private rights, by enacting and strictly 
enforcing salutary laws, are principles which should be at an-ear- 
ly day engrafted upon our statute books. lu the legislative halls 
of our country, a spirit of concession and compromise should be 
invoked —preferring amicable discussion and a just accommoda- 
tion of all difficulties, to any other mode. All sectional and lo- 
cal prejudices, as far as possible, should be banished from the 
public councils. The distinction of ‘Texas, East and West, 
should not be known, except geographically. Patriotic sacrifices 
were common to both, “in times that tried men’s souls,” and in 
the days of her prosperity, kindness, friendship, and a common 
interest should bind all Texians. Remember! that the blood of 
patriots, from East and West, consecrated the land we this day 
enjoy. 

Fellow-citizens ! it would be no difficult task for me to detain 
you with an extended enumeration, of what I deem to be the 
great and essential principles which should guide us in our civil 
policy. It would, however, I know full weil, be considered a 
work of supererogation in one so humble in pretensions to wis- 
dom as myself. Fortunately for our country, those who entrust 
power, are in the aggregate as watchful of the counrtry’s inter- 
est, and as enlightened too, as their agents. The channels of in- 
telligence are open to all and closed to none, except those of the 
number, “who, having eyes, see not ; and having ears, hear not 
the things which most concem them.” 

I shall enter upon the duties assigned me by my fellow- citizens, 
trusting to a just and enlightened verdict at their hands, after an 
honest and faithful effort to discharge those ‘duties, rather than 
attempt to elicit good opinions in advance, by an imposing decla- 
ration of principles. 

With the Constitution and laws as my guide, backed by an 
honest determination to do what is right, I shall, I trust, be able 
to accomplish the duties which may devolve upon me. 

To recommend such measures as may seem necessary and pro: 
per,andjto see that the laws are faithfully executed, will be my con- 
stitutional duty. From this I shall never shrink. 

But, fellow-citizens, with a firm determination to do my duty, 
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{ know full well the many embarrassments I must encounter.— 
Unpracticed in the duties of civil life, and conscious of my great 
deficiencies, my position is well calculated to awaken distrust and 
presentiments, naturally inspired by a disproportion of ability to 
the magnitude of my duties. 


The intelligence of my countrymen, and a charitable construc- 
tion of my acts, together with the counsels of those whom the 
Constitution has designated as my auxiliaries in the civil admin- 
istration, will, I am confident, greatly supply my defects. With 
these, and aided by the honorable representatives of the people, 
amongst whom I shall look for examples of wisdom and ripened 
experiencs, I may hope for success. And to you, gentlemen of 
the Legislature, coming as you do from every part of our grow- 
ing State—bringing with you sentiments and intelligence of a 
local character—and possessing, as a body, a broad and compre- 
hensive view of national concerns—to you I shall anxiously 
look; to give such an impress and direction to our public affairs, 
as will place upon your acts the seal of wisdom and the approba- 
tion of our common constituents. 


` Beyond this, I shall look with humble supplication for aid 
from that beneficent and superintending Providence throngh 
whose abundant kindness and mercies our beloved country was 
safely conducted amidst the trials of revolution to the haven of 
peace, tranquillity, and happiness. 


The oath of office was then administered to Hon. John A. 
Greet, Lieutenant Governor elect, who delivered the following 
address : l = 


Gentlemen of the Senate, 
and Fellow-Citizens : 


In assuming the discharge of the duties of the office to which 
the people of Texas have called me by their kind and friendly 
consideration, it does not devolve upon me to make a speech em- 
bracing any question of principle. In the performance of my du- 
ties, I only have to preside over and govern the deliberations of 
the Senate, and, in the event of a tie, to give the casting vote, 
It would, therefore, be improper for me, were I fitly qualified, to 
make a speech upon the policy which I might deem it proper and 
hecessary ‘for the State to pursue, to ensure her prosperity and 
your happiness. i 


{Í thank you, fellow citizens, for the high distinction which you 
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have conferred upon me, and will assure you that I shall endea- 
vor to discharge the duties devolving upon me to the best of my 
ability to advance the interests of the State. 

The Senate retired to their chamber, and on motion of Mr. 
Gage, adjourned until Wednesday, the 26th inst. 


WeDNEsDAY, 9 o'clock a. m., December 26, 1819. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators — 
present: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit, 
Ward, Walker and Wallace. 

The journals of 2ist December read and adopted. 

Mr. Cooke presented the petition of Jahn Boyd, which was read, 
and, on motion of Mr. Cooke, referred, with the accompanying 
documents, to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Moffett presented the petition of sundry citizens of Hous- 
ton county, praying to be attached to Polk county; read, and, on 
motion of Mr. Moffett, referred to the committee on County Boun- 
daries. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a joint resolution for the relief of the citizens of 
Jasper couuty, reported that thè committee were unable to agree 
upon a report, and returned the same to the Senate for their 
action. 

Mr. Pease presented the petition of Wiley Marshal, which was 
read, and, on motion of. Mr. Pease, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill relative to proof of the statute 
and common law of the States and Territories of the United 
States ; read first time. 

Mr. Ward introduced a bill for the benefit of the heirs of Jas. 
Ury, deceased ; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A resolution.of the Senate, instriicting the committee on Indian 
Affairs to inquire into and report upon the expediency of grant- 
ing to Hosea Maria, and the remainder of his tribe of Indians, 
leave to occupy and cultivate three leagues of land, &c., réad and 
adopted. i 

A bill to legalize the head-right certificate of Simon P. Barnes; 


read: second time and ordered to be engrossed, 
T 
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A bill to provide for deductions from salaries of district judges 
and district attorneys, who fail or neglect to discharge the duties 
assigned them by law, together with the report of the committee 
on Finance, offering amendments thereto, was read; amendments 
adopted and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported a bill to authorize any two county commissioners to per- 
form the duties of chief justice of the county court when said 
office is vacant, or when said officer is absent from the county, or 
is unable or disqualified to act, correctly enrolled. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to provide for incorporating cha- 
ritable, benevolent and scientific companies or societies; read 
first time. _ 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had concurred in the amend- 
ments of the Senate to a bill to incorporate the Texana academy; 
also, that the Honse had passed the following bills which origin- 
ated in the Senate, with amendments, viz : 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land O£- 
fice to issue a head-right certificate, first class, for one league and 
labor of land to James Taylor ; 

A bill creating the counties of Presidio, El Paso and Worth ; 
and 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to issue a patent to Robert W. Latimer for six 
hundred and forty acres of land.” 

A bill concerning lands acquired by aliens; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Portis, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to provide for the permanent location of the seat of jus- 
tice for Cass county ; read-third time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Peter Crudden, 
deceased ; read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs and assignees of Ben- 
jamin D. Nobles, dec’d. ; read third time and passed. 

A bill creating the counties of Presidio, El Paso and Worth, 
with ameudments from ihe House; on motion of Mr. Pease, laid 
on the table. 

A bijl to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of 
fice to issue a head-right certificate, first class, for one league and 
labor of land to James Taylor, with amendments from the House 
of Representatives, was read, and, on motion of Mr. Pease, refer- 
red to the committee on Public Lands. ; 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gen- 
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eral Land Office to issue a patent to Robert W. Latimer, for 640 
acres of land, with amendments from the House, was, on motion 
of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A message was reccived from the House of Representatives, 
transmitting the following resolution : 

Resolved, (the Senate conourring) That both Houses of the 
Legislature will proceed to the election of a district attorney for 
the 11th judicial district, on Friday next at 11 o’clock, a. m. 

Mr. Grimes moved to lay the resolution on the table until the 
1st day of February next; upon which the yeas and nays were 
called and stood thus: T 

Yeus; Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, 
Moffett, Parker, Taylor, Truit, Walker and Wallace—12. 

Nays: Messrs. Pease, Phillips, Portis and Ward—4; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Truit, Mr. Robertson was excused from at- 
tendance on the Senate, until Friday, 28th instant. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, Mr. Van Derlip was excused until 
Saturday, 29th inst. 

Mr. Pease introduced a bill to authorize the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to issue a head-right certificate to Guy 
M. Bryan ; read first time. 

Mr. Wallace, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported, 
that a bill providing payment for the forage and subsistence of 
the company of mounted volunteers mustered into the service of 
the State on the 10th day of June, 1849, by Col. H. L, Kinney, had 
been presented to the Governor for his approval on this day. 

Mr. Phillips introduced a bill to quiet the land titles of those 
claiming lands under titles issued to colonists in the colonies of 
Austin, De Witt, and De Leon, before the act of the late consult- 
ation closing the land offices in November, 1835, under the colo- 
nization laws of the government of Mexico, and the State of Ca- 
ahuila and Texas, as head-rights to heads of families, and to sin- 
gle persons, where the titles issued for ane league and labor of 
land or less; read first time. 

A committee from the House of Representatives announced to 
the Senate that the message of the Governor had been received, 
and requested the Senate to meet the House in the Representative 
Hall to hear it read. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, a committee was appointed to inform 
the House that the Senate accept their invitation. Messrs, Par- 
ker and Latimer were appointed a committee, who retired and 
performed that duty. 

The Senate repaired to the House of Representatives. The 
Governor’s message was read, as follows : 
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‘Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Dec, 26th, 1849. 
To the Hon. the Senate and $ 


House of Representatives : 


GENTLEMEN :—In addressing you for the first time, in obedi- 
ence to the provisions of the 9th section of the Sth article of the 
Constitution, I ud myself relieved from much of the labor which 
‘vould otherwise have devolvod upon me, by the full and satis- 
factory communication made to you by my predecessor, at the 
commencement of your present session ; and by the various mea- 
sures which have been adopted, and are now in progress in your 
honorable body in accordatice with the suggestions of that com- 
munication, Concurring, as I mainly do, in the views therein 
presented, in respect to the policy and general interest of the 
State, I would at this late period have but little to add, were it 
2otthat some of the subjects which still require your action, are 
of so grave an aspect, and so vitally connected with the mainte- 
nance of our honor and our rights, that I consider it a duty which 
Į am not perinitted to disregard, most respectfully to call your 
attention to them. 

If. in doing this, I should find it necessary to trouble your ho- 
norable body is travelling over ground previously assumed, or 
py adverting to subjects acted or being acted upon, it is because 
of my solicitude not to withhold from my country at this inte- 
resting period, ny views and opinions of measures upon which 
{shall most provably be called to act. 

The disposition which was manifested, at an early period after 
our annexation, to violate, in respect to our boundary, a most 
important provision in the compact under which we entered the 
Union, was regarded, at the time, without apprehension on our 
part, because we supposed it was confined to a few only of those 
politicians who had opposed the connection. Recent events, 
however, force upon us the unpleasant conviction, that a delibe- 
rate intention is now entertained, by a large and growing party 
in some of our sister States, to deprive us by the mere exertion 
of power, and without reference to the question of right, ofa con- 
siderable portion of our territory ; and that unless it be checked 
by the prompt adoption of such measures as will bring the sub- 
ject to a speedy and final issue, we may find, and that too, in 
the degradation of the State, that we have trusted too much and 
too long. 

[ am not disposed to charge the authorities ofthe Federal 
Government with a designed participation in this most unjust 
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intention, or with having already placed that Government in the 
attitude of an adverse claimant of any portion of our territory, 
because I have seen no direct evidence that such is the fact.— 
But the course pursued within the last eighteen months has cer- 
tainly been such, as to give rise to the most serious apprehen- 
sions, that they are disposed tacitly to yield to any effort which 
may be made to wrest it from us. The total silence observed in 
regard to the Resolutions of the 20th March. 1848, aud the law 
passed at the same session of the Legislature for organizing the 
county of Santa F e—the-continuance of their Military and Civil 
Government within the limits of our territory, when no long- 
er reqnired for the purposes for whieh it was established, and the 
failure, amounting toa refusal, to give instructions to the officers 
in command of that Dep artment to recognize and respect the au- 
thorities of the State in the discharge of the duties assigned them. 
indicate, but too strongly. a careless indifference to our lights. it 
they do not go further, and manifest a disposition totally to d:s- 
regard them, 

A proper sense of what is dno to ourselves. calls npon us to 

say. in terms too emphatic to be misunderstood., (hat this state 
of things cannot be suffered longer to exist. if there really be 

an intention on the part of the Geneial Gor emment to contest 
the right of the State to the County of Santa Fé, or any other 
portion of territory connected with our Western border, it is time 
the question was distinctly made. The longer it is postponed 
the more difficult will be its adjustment. Experience has taught 
us, that silence and forbearance o2 onr part to act. instead ot 
soothing hostilities and removing objections, and prejudices ori- 
sinating in local partyisins, have only tended to increase tie 
number and strength of those who have arrayed themselves in 
opposition to our claims. ` 

In recommending however, as I feel it my duty most earnestly 
to do, the adoption by the Legislature, of such measures as will 
bring this matter to a distinct and specdy “issue, I would at the 
same time advise that they be of the mildest character whiclrihe 
full attainment of the object will justify. 

Threats, when addressed to chivalrous minds, usually produce 
an effect different from that sought to be obtained ; and are rarely 

salutary in the adjustment of controverted questions. 

Our course should be a decided and firm one, admitting of nd 
waver nor dispensation ; but our language ‘should neither imply 
a threat, or intimate the existence of an expression, that a con- 
flict of power with the Federal Government was or would be- 
come necessary. I therefore cannot concur with my predecessor 
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in the propriety, “of placing at the disposition of the Executive, 
the whole power and resources of the State,” in view of their 
use, for the adjustment of this question. 

The State should unquestionably, use the necessary means, to 
cause her laws to be obeyed and respected by every portion of her 
inhabitants ; but if this can be done by placing within the reach, 
and as auxillary to the civil authority of the eleventh judicial 
district, a sufficient military force to be employed actively, if 
necessary, in enforcing all orders and decrees, without being 
compelled to rely upon the functionaries of the United States for 
aid and support, it is, in my judgment,as far as we should go, 
unless the General Government shall make stronger demonstra- 
tions than any we have yet seen, of an intention to dispute our 
rights of sovereignty, over soil, which is ours by conquest, by the 
resolutions of annexation honestly interpreted, and by putrictic 
sacrifices. Should that occur, it will then be proper for us to 
consider what further measures may be required to meet the 
exigencies of the case. 

I therefore recommend that the Executive be authorized to 
send to Santa Fe, if the necessity for doing so should continue to 
exist, a military force suficient to enable the civil authorities to 
execute the laws of the State in that part of the territory, with- 
out reference to any anticipated, action of the Federal Govern- 
ment, or regard to the military power of the United States sta- 
tioned at Santa Fe; and I make this recommendation with more 
freedom, because I cannot conceive thata measure of this char- 
acter, will, or ought to give rise to any disturbance in our rela- 
tions with the Federal Government. The right of Texas to en- 
force her jurisdiction is not more perfect in the county of Travis 
than itis in the county of Santa Fe; and if the employment of 
the necessary force to enable her to exercise that right over a 
refactory population, should produce a collision with the federal 
authorities, the fault will not be hers. She will stand exonerated 
in the judgment of just men, from all the fearful consequences 
which may result from such a conflict. 

In suggesting to the Legislature the propriety of authorizing 
the Executive to send a military force to Santa Fé, I am not nn- 
mindful of the increased pecuniary burthens which the exercise 
of the authority will impose upon our present tax-paying citi- 
zens, I trust, however, that the necessity of carrying into effect 
a measure of this sort may yet be averted. If the difficulties 
encountered in our efforts to extend the jurisdiction of the State 
over that portion of her territory, have resulted from the tardi- 
ness of action on the part of the Federal authorities, rather than 
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from a deliberate design to do us a wrong,(and it may be ascribed 
to that cause,) we may still encourage the hope, that a sense of 
Magnanimity and justice will induce her, upon being advised of 
the course we have resolved to pursue, if driven to it, toadopt 
-such measures as will supercede the necessity of incurring this 
expense ; but the indulgence of this hope should not prevent 
your action upon the subject—such action may accelerate—it 
cannot retard the issue and adjustment of the question. 

ĮI concur in the recommendations of my predecessor, that a 
commissioner be despatched to Washington City to present this 
subject once more to the consideration of the President. This 
should not be done, however, until you have decided upon the 
course to be pursued by the State, in the event that the mission 
should prove fruitless. When that is done, a special commission 
to communicate the views, feelings and determination of the 
State, will not only evince an anxious desire to avoid even the 
appearance of collision, but it will manifest in the most empha- 
tic, though respectful manner, our determination to act promptly 
and decidedly. when prompt and decisive action on our part is 
the only remedy for the preservation of our rights. This Com- 
missioner should be instructed most respectfully to demand that 
orders be immediately issued to the commander of the military 
department embracing Santa Fé, to discontinue the exercise of 
all civil jurisdiction within the limits of the State of Texas; and 
to recognise and respect her functionaries in tne discharge of 
their proper duties, This dene, and if the citizens of that district 
of country should continue reluctant to submit to the proper 
civil authority, the military force of the State before alluded to 
should be brought at once into active service. 

Should the Legislature, in view of the expenditure which the 
employment of a military force will involve, or from any other 
cause, deem it inexpedient to adopt the suggestions I have made 
upon the subject, I would then most respectfully recommend that 
the eleventh Judicial District be so altered, by the addition of 
other counties to it, that the Judge can have another place of 
abode, and his services be rendered of some avail tothe State.— 
Seeing the impracticability of his organizing and enforcing the 
jurisdiction and authority of the State in that county, whilst un- 
supported by power, it is worse than useless to require his longer 
residence there. It not only cannot result in any practical good, 
but it is daily accustoming those who are hereafter to be brought 
in subjection to our laws, to look with contempt upon our power 
and authority, and to treat our officers with contumely and dis- 
respect, 
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That portion of the State lying on the Rio Grande which em- 
braces “ El Paso del Norte,” and the contiguous territory, is now 
rapidly coming into notiee, and acquiring importance. It already 
contains, as Tam informed, a considerable, population ; and that 
population is daily increasing in numbers and improving in its 
character. I would, therefore, recommend to the Legislature, the 
passage of such laws as may be necessary for its early organiza- 
tion into counties, and the immediate extension of the State’s j ja- 
risdiction over it. In doing this, I am assured that none of the 
difficulties which have occurred at Santa Fé, will be found to 
exist. Many of the inhabitants have already made known their 
desire of being brought under the immediate protection of the 
State; and it is believed, that this feeling is entertained by all. 
T'he counties that may be formed, can be conveniently attached 
to the eleventh district for judicial purposes, It will not be re- 
quiring of the Judge of that district, the performance of a larger 
share of labor to hold the courts, than is now performed by the 
other District Judges of the State. 

I concur with my predecessor in the importance of the subject 
connected with the adjustment of the public debt: although we 
may not hope to meet with an entire unanimity of sentiment, as 
to the mode which should be adopted, still, it is believed, that one 
can be agreed upon which will commend itse] f, by its eqnity and 
liberal spirit, not only to our own citizens, but to the world at 
large. ‘The plan preseribed by the act of March 20th, 1848, for 
the ascertainment of the amonnt and the-classification of our lia- 
bilities, is probably the best that could have been devised; and 
the mode of scaling those liabilities to their actual value at the 
periods at which they were incurred, cannot, in my judgment, be 
obnoxious to the slightest imputation of unfairness or injustice. 
Jor a State just emerging from the varied troubles and difficulties 
of a protracted revolutionary struggle, and involved in an im- 
mense amount of pecuniary obligations , to assume, in good faith, 
the payment of every dollar the “value of which she received, or 
that was expended for her benefit, is placing herself in a moral 
attitude upon whieh ber citizens may look with pride and plea- 
sure, The idea which seems to be entertained by some, and 
those, too, of enlarged minds, and large experience in matters of 
political economy, ‘that our debt should be paid according to the 
figures presented on its face, without any regard to the value of 
those figures at the time it was created, has its origin, I humbly 
conceive, if not in individual gain, at least ina desire {or moral fame 
which leaps over the boundaries prescribed by the ethics of this 
utilitarian age. I have said, on another occasion, that “ the State 
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is bound to pay every dollar which she justly owes; but neither 
good faith, nor the most fastidious conception of morality, re- 
quires her to do more.” With this declaration of my opinion of 
the subject before them, the people of Texas have honored me 
with their confidence. by placing me in the position I now occu- 
py; and I regard it as a concurrence, on their part, in that opi- 
nion. The only question, then, is, as to the ascertainment of the 
amount which the State does justly owe; and this, I presume, 
will be satisfactorily arrived at by the mode which has been pur- 
sued. In carrying it into practical operation, however, I would 
earnestly recommend, that the most liberal principles be invok- 
ed, so that there shall be no pretext for charging that the State 
has not done full justice to her creditors, as far as her means 
would permit. 

There exists. also. some diversity of opinion as to the mannet 
of liquidating the debt, after its amount shal have Leen ascer- 
tained. But it ts believed, there is none as to the fund from 
which the means must be derived for its payment. All admit 
that we must look to our lands as our only resource; but the 
mode of applying them is a subject upon which many differ.— 
After muth reflection [have thought that the most practical-le 
plan for rendering them immediately avaitable, will be to authn- 
rize those who hold the liabilities of the State. to present then: 
to some Department of the Government, which shall te desig- 
nated for the purpose, and to obtain land certificates at a given 
price per acre, in sizes not less than one hundred and sixty acres. 
which certificates the holders may canse to be located on any of 
the vacant lands of the State, and obtain patents for the sanw,— 
If our creditors do not choose ts avail themselves of this mode ct 
realizing the amount of their respective claims, they cannot 
complain if their payment is postponed, until such disposition of 
the public domain can be made as will enable the State to meet 
them. 

These suggestions are made as the result of my best reflections. 
If, in the collective intelligence of your honorable body. a better 

„and wiser plan can be presented for an honorable liquidation of 
our debt, it will meet my hearty concurrence: There exists 
throughout the State a common sentiment which is most favora- 
ble to an eyuitable and just discharge of the public debt, and but 
tew are found in the advocacy of bad faith or repudiation. 

In connection with this snbject, I would also recommend to 
the Legislature, that suthority be conferred on the Executive to 
negotiate with the General Government on some fixed basis, for 
a Sale and transfer with the right of sovereignty, of all that por- 
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tion of the State which lies north of the parallel of 36° 30/ of 
north latitude, That part of our territory is composed of a nar- 
row slip of upwards of 300 miles in length from north to south, 
and ‘not more than eighty in width from east to west. Its sur- 
face is mostly mountainous, anc the climate and reputed charac- 
ter of its soil, prevents it from becoming valuable for agricultu- 
ral purposes. Besides, by the terms and conditions of the Reso- 
lutions under which Texas became a member of the Aimerican 
confederacy, should it ever be inhabited, it was to be by a class 
of persons who, having no feelings or interest in common with 
the residue of our population, would never harmonize with them. 
It can therefore be of no intrinsic value to the State. To the 
United States it may be of considerable impoitance, both on ac- 
count of its contiguity and connection with their adjoining terri- 
tory, and of their Indian -policy and arrangements. With the 
views of the Federal Government upon the subject, I am not in- 
formed, but it has suggested itself te my mind, that an arrange- 
ment might be made, which would be mutually beneficial to 
Loth parties—to Texas, it certainly could resultin no injury. 

I would also, call your attention to the consideration of the 
propriety of authorizing the Executive, to receive any reasonable 
proposition, should any be made by the General Government, for 
the purchase of the soil in that portion of the State extending 
from 36 30 of north Jatitude to the 34th, if deemed advisable ; 
and to enter juto an agreement fora sale of the same, subject to 
the ratification of the Legislature. 

I express no decided opinion as to the propriety of this meas- 
ure, but in view ofthe large amount of our precnniary liabilities, 
and the vast importance to the State, that they be settled as early 
as practicable, for the purpose of stopping the heavy accumulation 
of interest, and in view, also, ofthe remoteness of that portion of 
the State from our present popniation, and the great improbability 
of its becoming disposed of for settlements to individual pur- 
chasers within any reasonable number of years, I deem ita 
- snbject, eminently worthy of your serious consideration. Inno 
event, however, should the State in my judgment, ever consent 
to part with her sovereignty over any portion of her territory ly- 
ing below the latitudeof 36 © 30’, whatever might be the cogency 
of the reasons, which would induce her to desire to sell the soil, 

A proper appreciation of what is due to some of her sister 
States, as well as to herself, forbids her placing in the power of a 
dominant party, the means of adding another injury, to the many 
already attempted to be inflicted on the domestic institutions of 
the South. A sale of the land would not transfer the sovereignty 
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unless it was expressly agreed upon in the contract. By the pur- 
chase, the United States would simply own the lands, as they 
now own lauds in Alabama and other States. All the essential 
properties of sovereignty, including the right to govern and ex- 
ercise Jurisdiction over the inhabitants would remain with the 
State. 

The recent acquisition of California, the settlement of the Or- 
egon difficulty, and the vast extension of commerce which that 
acquisition aud settlement will induce, force upon the United 
States the necessity of providing some direct means of commun- 

cation between the Atlantic States of the Union and such as may 
be formed on the Pacific shores. his necessity is already felt 
and appreciated by all the States of the Union, and various plans 
have been suggested and discussed in reference to the subject.— 
The one which seems to secure the largest share of approbation 
is, the construction of a rail-road fram some point on the waters 
of the Atlantic, to some other on the Pacific shore: but what 
route may ultimately be setected, as presenting the fewest obsta- 
cles and securing the largest amount of utility, is yet to be de- 
termined. 

To judge, however, from the indications we have seen, and 
our kuowledge of the various regions of country over which 
any road must necessarily pass, we have every reason to believe 
that it will be made to go directly through this State, and proba- 
bly upon aline much lower down than its centre. In view, then, 
of this probability, I would suggest to the Legislature the pro- 
priety of conferring upon the Executive authority to make such 
contract in respect to the disposition of so much of our publie 
lands as may be essential to the construction of the road. With- 
ont such authority, the Exective would have no power to enter- 
tain any proposition which might be made to lim, even for a 
right of way; and that difficulty alone, when public opinion 
upon the subject of the best route was nearly equally poised, 
might be the cause of depriving us of the almost incalculable 
benefits which would result to the State fiom the construction of 
such a road across it. It is unnecessary for me to urge before 
you, the character or extent of those benefits. They address 
themselves to the mind and comprehension of every person who 
gives a moment’s reflection to the subject; and for the purpose 
of adopting all necessary measures to secure them, I would re- 
commend that the State make a donation of the right of way, 
and authorize a sale, upon reasonable and liberal ‘terms, of so 
much of the lands bordering on cither side of the road, as may 
be required in its construction. 
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The defence of the frontier, and our Indian relations, are sub- 
jects not subordinate, if they are not paramount to all others 
claiming your deliberation, and I confidently hope that they will 
receive from your honorable body the mature consideration 
which their importance demands. 

As the attention of the Legislature has already, during the pre- 
sent session, been directed to ) these subjects, it will be neither pro- 
per, hor necessary for me to enter at large into the}history of the 
various tribes of Indians, inhabiting our “borders, or to point you 
te the relations heid by them to oùr Go veriment and citizens, 
since we have had a national existence. In urging upon you, 
at this time, which I feel it my duty to do, from a just sense of 
what is du^ to our fellow-cilizeus along an extended frontier, the 
necessity ol prompt and efficient action, I could, with easy re- 
ference, bring to my aid along and lamentable record of wrongs 
aud deep atrocities committed upon our people from the earli est 
history of the eountry, but such a reference would only revive 
in your minds the di irk jucidents of an unpleasant ret trospeet,with- 
au tiking aky thing from the measure of present evils, 

Winlst we had a separate existence, the scanty resources of a 
Sebr dpoptivion were brought into requisition to meet press- 
Ing emergenriss, aad energy, courage and endurance supplied 
tic want of case, comfort and abundance. The history of the 
tines will abundantly show that the he at and burden of the day 
wes borne ina momier befitting a peopie contending for a great 
staze, with | at ok o sympathize with them, and without a " pro- 
tectinz arm, 'F sas latt! ad. single handed, against a common 
enemy and thir ly Tian allies nutil she fond repote in triumph 
—aud the renese which she so much needed, she expected to 

secure whe = " sounsmhership in the Union was anneunced.— 
Prom that da a ‘ho general management of the numerous Indian 
tribes, within the limits of the State, was transferred to, and vest- 
ed in the Gebel Government: and the power to reculate inter- 
course with thea it was her constitutional right and duty to as- 
sume. Their preservation and improvement was at once to be 
provided for by the introduction of a proper system, and becom- 
ing their gnar lian and protector, the destinies of this race was 
placed in her hands. But whilst she assumed the entire guar- 
dianship of the red mah, her duty became two-fold, and she was 
bound, by every o obligation, moral, legal and constitutional, to 
protect and de‘end the citizens of onr State against their attacks 
aud outrages. To what extent this has been accomp lished, let 
facts he submitted with candor and impartiality. 

It is true that our State exhibits generally the most satisfactory 
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evidences of improvement, in population, wealth and resources, 
and presents an ample field for industry and enterprise, but it 
would be uncandid iu me to deny, and gross injustice to our 
frontier citizeus not to assert, that the history of the frontier for 
the last twelve months, has been the history of repeated outrage, 
theft and murder. I invite you, gentlemen of the Legislature, to 
the most rigid enquiry, and if not sustained ly ample proof in 
the declaration, then deed “truth is stranger than tiction."— 
The evidences, which should be brought to your aid, are not to 
be drawn from the partial and ignorant statements cf i irrespon- 
sible letter-writers, whose pent up sympathies never yet reached 
the log cabin of the bold frontier- -man, uor those individuals who, 
in view of motives of gain, look habitually op the bright side or 
the picture, which is afforded them by a portion of cur State, 
but the appeal is best made to the biave and hardy pioneers from 
Red River along the line of the Cross-timters to the Trinity, 
from the Trinity to the Brazos, and thence coutimuousiy to Eagie 
Pass on the Rio Grande. Trace the whole extent of the Rio 
Grande valley, where the name of the “ Comanche” is, even now, 
asound of dread and alarm. Go with me then to the Leautiful 
country around Corpus Christi aud San Patricio. whose inhabi- 
tants have been, for successive years, equally the victims ct 
maranding whites, Mexicans and Indians. These are the sources 
to which we should go for the procurement of that intelligence. 
upon which you can ‘safely base wise and judicious action ; and 
to these, I respectfully invite your attention. 

Itis not in the encouragement of a spirit of cavil and com- 
plaint against the Federal Government, that T advert to the ac- 
tual condition of our frontier. Self-respect, a full knowledge of 
the many advantages which: have and will accrue to our State 
from the connection, as well as the profound respect and love 
which we bear for the Union, equally forbid the employment of 
any language uncourteous or unkind. Noram Į wanting ina 
high appreciation of the gallant officers, at present, in command 
of our frontier ; but my duty to the State is superior to every 
other consideration, and | must speak of things as I know them 
really to exist. 

With an adequate mounted force, the officers in command 
would, no doubt, use their best efforts to cover the exposed in- 
habitants, but the present establishment is utterly insufficient— 
the infantry employed is necessarily inefficient from the number 
and sparseness of the settlements, and the great adroitness of 
the race against which they operate, in eluding pursuit after the 
_ commission of wrongs, But it is not necessary to adduce argu- 
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ments; stubborn, substantial facts are all that is necessary to be 
met, and let them be met. 

The United States have, upon the Texas frontier, a military 
force sufficient, perhaps nominally, to afford protection ; out of 
this number, the aggreate of the mounted troops is three hundred, 
and taking from this the necessary details, not more than one 
hundred and fifty could be employed on active duty. Is, then, 
this force adequate to the protection of a frontier extending from 
Red River to the Rio Grande? (the valley of the Rio Grande is 
a frontier—the valley of the Nueces isa frontier). Let the iun- 
cidents of the last year furnish the proper answer. 

That an adequate military force is actually necessary to sus- 
tain the present relations with the Indian tribes on our borders, 
has been clearly demonstrated ; and what the character of that 
force should be, is best evinced by past experience. 

During the two years the United States employed a mounted 
regiment of volunteers on the Texan frontier, peace with the 
tribes was maintained, and security to the frontier settlers esta- 
blished. Wil not the General Government again furnish to the 
State a regiment of the same character, and if not a regiment a 
haif regiment, to be employed in conjunction with the dragoons 
now in service here, until such time as she can carry out the be- 
neficent and humane policy imposed by her guardianship and 
control over all Indian tribes? ‘To this policy, at once honora- 
ble and himane, the honorable legislature will, I am persuaded, 
oppose nothing, bnt lend its hearty and enlightened co-operation 
with the General government. 

In the meantime the relation of the Indians with the State, is 
anomalous and greatly embarrassing. The General Govern- 
ment controls and governs the Indians. They are in the occu. 
pancy of a large and vaiuable portion of the State. The State 
claims exclusive jurisdiction, and both her interests and honor 
are involved in the actual exercise of it. Her creditors claim 
the unrestricted right to appropriate,gn a legal manner, the pub- 
lic domain; and is it nat the right and the duty of the State to 
sustain them ? 

The frontier of our State must be defended, and I invoke the 
Legislature to the adoption of such measures as will authorize 
and require, and enable the Kixecutive, in the event that ample 
protection is not afforded by the General Government to meet all 
pressing emergencies (should any unfortunately arise) on the 
frontiers of the State. It would be deeply humiliating to the 
Executive, to listen to the just and strong appeals from a distress- 
ed frontier, and not be able to respond in an efficient manner.— 
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The whole subject, therefore, is submitted to your consideration. 

In consequence ot the difficulties growing out of the revolu- 
tion, and the want of organization in that portion of our territory ` 
bordering on the Rio Grande, our citizens, who settled and have 
continued to reside there since 1636, have had no opportunity of 
availing themselves of the various laws of the late Republic, 
granting head-right certificates to actual settlers; and it would 
seem to be but an act of justice, that some provision should be 
made for their relief. ‘Mheir homesteads, at least, should at once 
be secured to them. ‘The subject is respectiully submitted to 
your consideration. |, 

I would, also, recommend the establishment of tribunals, for 
the investigation of such land titles and claims as emanated from 
the former governtsents of Spain and Mexico, previous to the 
second of March, 1836, and as are held by citizens residing in 
that part of the State bordering on the saine river; and for the 
confirmation of such, as shall, on investigation, be found to be 
equitable and just. The investigation to be confined to claims 
held by our citizens to lands situated on our western, and here- 
tofore unorganized boundary, and toythose only, where the evi- 
dences of claim were within the State, at the time of the passage 
of the law, or the claimant had been an actual resident of the 
Republic and State since the Declaration of Independence, in 
1836. a o. 

The character of the tribunal to be created for this purpose, 
aud the details of the duties to be assigned, are,subjects for your 
consideration. The experience afforded by the legislation of the 
General Government upon kindred subjects, in the adjustment 
of the land claims in Missouri, Florida and other territories ac- 
quired by her, may afford you much aid in the preparation of a 
law suited to this subject. The course pursued by that govern- 
ment was, in the first instance, to appoint Commissioners to in- 
vestigate the titles and claims to lands within certain defined 
boundaries or districts—to collect all the testimony in reference 
to them, and to report the claims and the evidence adduced in 
their support, to the Secretary of the Treasury, to be laid before 
Congress ; and also, to accompany their report, with a recom- 
mendation for the confirmation of such as in their opinion, were 

equitable and just. This plan certainly appeared, in theory, to 
be a wise one; but its practical operation was found to be attend- 
ed with difficulties, ‘The reports of the Commissioners, accom- 
panied as they were, by the vast mass of testimony required to 
be sent up, were found to be too voluminous to receive such an 
examination by Congress, as would enable that body to act upon 
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them apart from the recommendations, so as to arrive at any sat- 
isfactory result; and to avoid the difficulty, a law was passed, 
confirming all claims not exceeding a certain specified quantum 
ofdand, which the commissioners had recommended for confirm- 
ation, aud authorizing the claimants, in all other cases, to insti- 
tute procecdings in the District Courts, for the investigation and 
establishment of their claims, and making the decisions conclu- 
sive and final, as to the right, uuless an appeal was taken to the 
Supreme Court, where the decision was to be final. 

From the history of these proceedings, we may acquire such 
information as will enable us to avoid much of the delay and 
expense which was necessarily incurred in the settlement of the 
land claims in the Territories of the United States. By estab- 
lishing the most appropriate tribunals in the first instance, and 
couferring upon them adequate powers for the attainment of the 
end, we shall, at all events, avoid the necessity which was there 
found to exist, of a transfer of jurisdiction from one class to an- 
other. Whether the District Courts, or Boards of Commissioners 
to be specially constituted, be the most appropriate, is a subject for 
your decision. My own mind leads me to the conclusion that 
boards of commissioners will be preferable, for the reason that 
men, eminently fitted for the task, may be selected from various 
parts of the State to fill the boards, who will be operated upon 
by no local or sinister influences ; whilst the Judges of the Dis 
trict Courts, under the contemplated change in the Constitution, 
will be elected to their offices by the very persons whese rights 
and interests are‘to be subjects of investigation. 

Should the Legislature adopt the plan of authorizing the ap- 
pointment of commissioners for the proposed investigation, 1 
would respectfully recommend the constitution of at least two 
Boards—one to exercise jurisdiction over all the country lying 
between the Nueces and Rio Grande, and from the coast to the 
upper limits of Webb county —and the other, over the country 
embraced above the upper line of the county of Webb; and that 
each Board should be required to hold its sessions in succession 
at the various prominent places and towns within their respect- 
ive districts. 

I cannot believe that it is necessary for me to urge before your 
honorable body the importance of this subject, or the necessity 
of immediate action upon it, further than I-have done by invi- 
ting your attention particularly to it. 

A large portion of our population, heretofore alien to our ha- 
bits and our laws, and still so to our language, have, by recent 
events, been brought immediately under the jurisdiction of the 
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State and its authorities. This population, confiding in its cha- 
racter, and disposed to rely upon your sense of justice for the 
preservation of their rights, are, with few exceptions, not only 
willing, but anxious to be placed in a position in which they 
can perform all the duties of good citizens. Itis our duty to 
meet them not only as members belonging to the same political 
household, but as elder brothers, to whom the younger and wea- 
ker members of the family look for protection and security. 

Without being particularly advised of the fact, I have under- 
stood that the titles to a large class of head-right claims, acquired 
under the colonization laws, by settlers in the eastern counties, 
have recently been questioned for a supposed want of authority 
in the commissioners who issued them, The fands covered by 
these claims have, in most instances, been occupied and culti- 
vated for years by the claimants, under a conviction that their titles 
were perfect; and if there be a defect in them, it is ohe against 
which they could not guard, and it should not now be permitted to 
operate to their prejudice. The attention of your honorable body 
is invited to an enquiry into the subject; and if any defects are 
found or even supposed to exist, that they may be remedied by 
such legislative enactments as will be competent tosthat ena. 

There is no subject which addresses itself more forcibly and 
directly to the mature consideration of the Legislature, than that of 
settling, upon a secure and permanent basis, the land titles of the 
country ; because there is hone other upon which its improve- 
ment and prosperity so materially depend. Without this is done, 
itis in vain to expect that extensive immigration, and rapid in- 
crease of wealth and population, which the general salubrity of 
the climate, and its adaptation to the most valued products of the 
earth, are so eminently calculated to invite. The unsoundness 
of Texas land titles has almost become a by-word ; and however 
little. foundation there may be for th¢ reproach, the injurious 
consequences resulting from it to the country, are manifest.— 
These injuries can only be remedied by you; and I therefore 
invoke your most profound consideration to the subject. 

By an act, approved March the 20th, 1848, the eleventh sec- 
tion of the “act supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent land- 
certificates, and to provide for issuing patents to Jegal claimants,” 
approved February the 4th, 1841, was repealed. This section was 
the only law then in force which provided a tribunal for issuing 
head. right certificates of the first class to those entitled to them. 
Atthe time of the repeal, many cases were pending in the Dis- 
trict Courts upon application for certificates under the provisions 
of this section. A construction, it is said, has been placed upon 

ú ; 
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the repealing act, the effect of which will be to dismiss all the 
cases thus pending. Whatever may have been the intention of 
the Legislature in respect to the claims of others, it has occurred 
to me, that it was not contemplated that the act would apply to 
suits instituted by the heirs of those who fell with Fannin, Tra- 
vis, Grant, and Johnson; or that it was meant to deprive them 
of their rights, and the means of obtaining them. 

I have been led to this opinion by another act, passed at the 
same session, and approved on the second of February, 1848, the 
object of which was to enable them to establish their claims by 
proof, which could be obtained from-the archives of the late 
War Department. Thislast act would be a nullity, if the former 
was intended to apply to cases of this character; aud as I cannot 
suppose that the Legislature meant to do a useles thing, or that 
it designed to deprive the heirs of those who fell in their efforts 
to protect our rights, in the darkest period of our history, I must 
believe that a wrong interpretation has been put upon the repeal- 
ing act to which I have adverted. I respectfully call your at- 
tention to the subject, and suggest that some explanatory act be 
passed at the present session. z 

I have beey informed that but few, if any, of the colonists in- 
troduced under the contracts made by the President of the late 
Republic with W. S. Peters and Charles Fenton Mercer, and 
Henry Castro, Esquires, have received titles to their lands. As 
these contracts are no longer in force, and titles cannot be exe- 
cuted to them, I respectfully recommend that the Legislature 
take such action upon the subject as may be necessary to secure 
to the settlers their just rights. An act, similar in its provisions 
to the one approved 20th March, 1848, for securing to the colo- 
nists of Fisher and Miller's colony, the lands to which they were 
entitled, will, it is believed, afford an adequate remedy. 

The present revenue system, which requires taxes on property 
to be paid in the county where the same is situated, or to the 
Comptroller at the Seat of Government, acts oncrously on a large 
portion of our citizens. I would, therefore, recommend a change 
in the present law, so as to permit individuals owning property in _ 
one or more counties, to render the same for assessment, and pay 
the taxes thereon, to the Assessor of the county where they reside. 
This, it is believed, could be done under proper regulations, and 
without detriment tothe public revenue. By the Comptroller 
being furnished with a full abstract of the landed property situ- 
ated in each county, and when the several county assessments 
are made to that officer, he could enter to the credit of each tract 
in the abstract, such payments as may have been reported to him 
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{rom the several counties; and if, after the receipt of the returns 
from all the counties, and the proper entries made from the same, 
there was found to be any property on which taxes had not been 
paid, sale should be made of sufficient of the same, to satisfy the 
amount of taxes found to be due. By this means, the entire 
landed property of the State would be assessed, and the honest 
tax-payer relieved from the burthen imposed by the present law, 
of having to travel to the Seat of Government to pay his quota to 
the public support. : 

Your attention having been already directed to the constitu- 
tional provision, which requires the Legislature, as early as prac- 
ticable, to provide for the establishment and maintenance of free 
public schools, it is only necessary for me now to add, that whilst 
concurring, as I do, with the opinion expressed by the framers of 
the constitution and by my predecessor, in the importance of a 
general diffusion of knowledge among the people as essential to 
the preservation of their rights and liberties, still, [am unable to 
perceive how this great purpose is to be accomplished, while the 
coustitutional inhibition toa sale of the lands, set apart as a 
school fund, shall continue to exist. 

‘Those lands, as now situated, though many of them are repre-. 
sented to be of fine quality, are wholly unavailable for the pur- 
poses designed, as it is ide, in a country where lands are so abun- 
dant and cheap, to think of realizing from them by leases. A 
sound and practical policy would seem to dictate, that a portion 
of them be sold upon suchterms as the Legislature may prescribe, 
fixing aminimum value, and not permitting any portion of them 
to be disposed of ata less price than the value thus affixed on it. 

In this way a fund might be created, which, in addition to that 
resulting from the ten per cent, of the annual revenue from taxa- 
tion, would at once put it into the power of the Legislature to 
establish free schools upon a footing which would be creditable 
to the State, and beneficial to its rising generation. 

Another reason of more importance exists, which dictates the 
propriety of selling a portion of these lands. [Large bodies are 
located in several counties, and, by their rescrvation from sale, 
they must for years to come, remain without settlement and popu- 
lation. Thisis doing manifest injury to those counties, and 
should be remedied, if possible. 

At present, however, the Legislature can afford no remedy as 
it has no power to bring them into market ;- but it is submitted to 
your consideration, whether it would: not be proper to propose to 
the people an amendment of the constitution, in this respect, 
with a view, both to the creation of a fund adequate to the pur- 
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poses of education, and to the relief of-the counties in which 
they are thus situated. 

The sum in the Treasury, derived from the ten per cent. on the 
revenue raised by taxation, is $26,660 70. This sum, in my 
judgment, would be wholly lost it distributed at this time among 
the various counties. It would be too inconsiderable, when thus 
divided, to subserve any beneficial purpose in accomplishing the 
objects to which it is intended to be applied ; and yet it is to be 
regretted, that it must lie idle and unproductive in the Treasury. 
To convert it by loan or otherwise, into some profitable stock, 
bearing interest, until the amount shall be sufficient to authorize 
its useful employment in the way designed, would be, in my 
opinion, a wise course; but this, like a sale of the lands, is inhib- 
ited, by the constitution. Whether or not it would be proper to 
embrace this subject, in any proposition which might be made to 
the people for an alteration of that instrument, is also submitted 
for your consideration. 

There is another subject which ] cannot overlook in making 
this communication to you, without a violation of my own sense 
of right. I allude to the claims which the officers and seamen 
of the late Texas navy, justly have upon the Government of the 
United States, growing out of the annexation resolutions. 

By the terms of that compact, Texas was required to cede to 
the United States, “all public edifices, fortifications, barracks, 
ports and harbors, navy and navy yards, docks, magazines, arms 
and armaments ; and all other property and means pertaining to 
the public defence, belonging to the said Republic of Texas.” 

Tt is contended by many, and with much appearance of reason, 
that the term “ navy,” as used in the above recited clduse, was 
intended to include, and does include, not only the vessels of 
war belonging to Texas, at the time the same were ceded, but 
aiso, the officers and men then in commission and employed on 
such vessels—-that the proper meaning of the term, as established 
by general usage, and as used in the Constitution of the United , 
States and varieus acts of Congress, comprehends both ships and 
men, and therefore, that the contracting parties must be presumed 
to have used it in that sense. If this position be correct, or if the 
officers and men in the Texas navy can be properly regarded as 
one of the “means pertaining to the public defence of Texas,” 
contemplated by the joint resolutions, then it is clear, that in el- 
ther event, a legal obligation was thereby imposed on the Go- 
vernment of the United States, to incorporate such officers and 
men, with her own navy. 

But, however little may be the weight to which arguments, in 
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support of this position, may be entitled ina legal point of view, 
no one, it-seems to me, can doubt that a moral obligation exists 
on the part of the Government of the United States, to make a 
just provision for the officers in question, 


In requiring the cession of the navy, as one of the conditions 
of her admission into the Union, the United States placed 1t be- 
yond the power of Texas to continue these officers longer in ser- 
vice, As a State of the Union, she no longer possesses the right 
or power to keep and maintain a navy. 


It is not to be supposed that Texas, in agreeing to make this 
cession, intended or expected that the gallant officers of her na- 
vy, Who had done so much to secure and maintain her indepen- 
dence, and to elevate the character of their country at home and 
abroad, were to be put on shere, deprived of their commissions 
and of the means of earning an honorable livelihood by their 
profession. To presume this, would be to charge her with the 
prossest injustice and ingratitude. But Texas did expect that 
the United States would not permit these officers to suffer by the 
transfer of her navy. That in receiving the vessels, she would 
also receive the officers, and provide for the men attached to the 
same; and, in justice to the Government of the United States, J 
am unwilling to believe she would have required the one, withou 
intending to do the other. 

But there is another view of the subject, derived from the re 
lative condition of the two contracting parties, which, in my es- 
timation, places the equitabie claims of these individuals on still 
higherground. The proposition for annexation proceeded from 
the United States to Texas. Froma wealthy and powerful na- 
tion te one comparatively poor and weak. It came, too, from 
our “father-land,” and was naturally regarded by the people of 
Texas in the light of an invitation from a parent to a child, to 
become once more an inmate of the family. It is true, that 
some of the conditions attending the overture, were justly regard- 
ed as hard, and had they been offered by another Government, 
would most certainly have been rejected> But the attachment 
felt by the people of Texas for the land of their birth, their pride 
in its institutions and their confidence in the justice of the Go- 
vernment caused them to accept the same without hesitation.— 
This they did ‘with the full beliefand a confiding trust, that what- 
ever of hardships or injustice was contained in these conditions, 
would either not be insisted on, or would be greatly ameliorated, 
by a generous and liberal construction of them. Such a con- 
struction, it is believed, we have the right to claim as regards the 
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condition, above all others, which required the cession of our 
navy. , 3 

“There is another class of our citizens who have claims upon 
the generosity of the Union. I refer to those who, prior to 
annexation, were disabled in the military service of Texas, and 
are now unable to earn a livelihood by their own exertions. Jus- 
‘tice would seem to require that the Federal Government should 
place such persons upon her pension list. 

if that Government regarded the annexation of Texas of so 
much importance, it surely ought, afterthe consummation of the 
measure, make provision for those who were disabled in their 
exertions, whilst achieving its independence. 

The sacrifice of blood is surely the richest offering that tire 
patriot can make, and it is enhanced when it is made, not for 
Texas only, but for liberty and mankind. ‘The bravest men are 
ennobled and made more patriotic by the benificence and kind- 
pess ofagood government. Paternal tenderness begets filial de- 
votion—union, harmony, and strength is the happy result, and 
this, after all, constitutes the seven fold shield of republican free- 
dom. 

{tis true, that the present pension laws of the United States, 
provide only for such persons as were wounded in her service. 
Those who were disabled during the Revolution of Texas, can- 
not claim directly to have been thus engaged; but as the result 
of their services and sacrifices has enured to the benefit of the 
Union, by adding to it another State, the Government of that 
Union ought, in justice, to make suitable provisions for them.— 
Although the annexation of Texas to the United States was an 
anomaly in the history of tations, some analogy may be found 
to it, in the voluntary unton of the sovereign and independent 
States, under the present Constitution of the United States, By 
reference to the acts of Congress, it will be seen that very early 
after that Union was consummated, laws were passed from time 
to time, assuming the payment of all such pensions as had ‘been 
paid by the States te their rerpective citizens, prior to the act of 
Union. And in 1808; Congress authorized all who then remained 
on the pension list of any State, to be placed on the pension list of 
the United States, whether such persons had served in the land 
or sea service of the United States, or of any particular State. 

The action of Congress, then, in behalf of citizens of differ- 
ent States, disabled in the war of the Revolution, prior to the 
Union, affords, perhaps, sufficient preeedent to justify the same 
action in regard to the soldiers and seamen of Texas, prior to 
annexation. When it is considered, tao, that Texas, by the act 
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of annexation, was deprived of her revenues- arising from her 
customs, from which source she might have been enabled to pro- 
vide for her invalid soldiers and- sailors, an additional reason 
will be seen why the General Government should do so. 

Believing that the claims of this class of her citizens will re- 
commend themselves strongly to the enlightened sense of justice 
of that Government, I respectfully suggest that you will take 
such stepsas you may deem most suitable, in order to have the 
subject presented to the Congress of the United States. 

I respectfully invite the Legislature to a consideration of the 
propricty of making some provision for those who were engaged 
in the Santa Fe expedition of 1841. The history of that expe- 
dition needs no explanation from me. It forms a prominent fea- 
ture in the history of the times, when it occurred, and is familiar 
toall. The persons engaged in it were influenced by as pure a 
patriotism, and as fervent a desire to advance the hest interest of 
the country as was felt by any who periled their lives and for- 
tunes in the achievement of our Independence, and none suffer- 
ed more. Thus far their services have remained unrecognized, 
and without legislative action must continue so to remain. No 
reason suggests itself to nry mind why they should not be placed 
on the same footing with those who engaged in the expedition 
under the command of Gen. Somervell, in 1843, and with those 
who participated in the second Santa Fe expedition under the 
direction of Col. Snively. Noris there any, why the claims of 
all of them should not be admitted in the ascertainment of the 
liabilities incurred by the late Republic. Though their efforts 
resulted in defeat and misfortune, they were, nevertheless, the 
efforts of patriotic and chivalrous men, who never looked to the 
hazard incurred by themselves, when their country or its autho- 
rities asked for their aid. 

The unfortunate subject of slavery, now so greatly disturbing 
many portions of the Union, has assumed an importance, which 
seems to call for a strong and unequivocal expression of opinion 
from those most likely to be directly affected by it. The prin- 
ciples involved in this question, are as vitally importantto Texas 
as to any other State of the Union. Her juxtaposition to the 
Mexican Republic, without the necessary guards which should 
have been thrown around her by the United States in the late 
treaty with that power, places the citizens,in regard to their slaves, 
always in jeopardy. Superadded to this, her geographical position 
to the immense Californian region, now claiming admission as a 
member of the Union, with anti-slavery doctrines, makes it im- 
perious that she should define her proper position and defend her- 
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self, as many of -her sister States are now doing, against all en- 
croachments upon her constitutional rights, as she honestly be- 
lieves them to exist. There are yet other political considera- 
tions why the State should at once assume the position which 
she must ultimately maintain, and I present the subject to your 
honorable body in order to elicit an expression for the State, 
which, I feel assured, will be worthy of all commendation. 

This important subject has awakened apprehension and 
anxiety on the part of the citizens of the State, in which the 
institution exists, becanse the opinions actively disseminated are 
adverse to their rights as guaranteed by the constitution. When 
first promulgated, the authors of those opinions claimed for them 
only the merit of being abstraet moral sentiments as applicable 
to natural rights, disclaiming any intention or desire of encroach- 
ment or interference with the rights of the citizens of any State 
of the Union, in respect to slave property, They have, however, 
rapidly increased in numbers and boldness, and in proportion to 
their increase of numbers, has been a} reckless development of a 
pertinacious determination to embarrass a large portion of the 
Union in the exercise of aright secured by the constitution of 
the United States, denying to them thereby an equal participa- 
tion in most important political privileges, All diseuise has been 
recently thrown off as no longer necessary, and anti-slavery sen- 
timents have assumed the form of distinct political propositions, 
They are now urged with a zeal and constancy in the national 
councils, which leave the South nothing to hope froma reliance 
on the justice and magnanimity of their deluded advocates.— 
The watch-word of this political party is free-soilism, which em- 
braces, in its principles, the practical application of anti-slavery 
doctrines. It is no want of charity to say after the develop- 
ments which admit of no disguise, that the party regards the 
triumph of their views as more important than the perpetuity of 
the Union ; and this is said more in sorrow than in anger. So- 
cial as well as political rights must be surrendered when they 
claim and establish for Congress the power to prohibit slavery in 
the territories of the United States. If this principle shall ob- 
tain, the legal rights and*domestic tranquility of the South will 
be in jeopardy, and that by the assumption of power by the Fede- 
ral Government, 

The States in which the institution exists, contest directly the 
right, moral or constitutional ; and the issue is distinctly made : 
Will the General Government, which is looked to as the common 
guardian of the Union, fail to deal out equal and exact justice to 
all? Recent developments are calculated to excite the apprehen- 
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sions of just men,who look to theissue with great anxiety, because 
itinvolves the tranquility of the Union, that the power which has 
been vested in Congress, for the regulation and disposition of 
public property, is attempted to be used to prohibit to individual 
citizens the unrestricted use of private property. 

Texas occupies, in reference to this subject, an interesting po- 
sition in the American Union. The large extent of territory’ em- 
braced by her boundaries, a great portion of which is eminently 
adapted to the culture of sugar and cotton, (and in this respect, 
perhaps, superior to any other portion of North America,) will 
insure to her, at no distant day, a very large slave papulation— 
itis already very considerable—and is destined to be, in all pro- 
bability, larger than that ofany of her sister States, She is, then, 
not only as nearly concerned as any other slave-holding State in 
protecting and preserving the constitutional. rights of her citizens 
to their property in slaves, ont her contiguity toa foreign govern- 
ment, whose prejudices are known to be arrayed against our in- 
stitution of slavery, admonishes us that we present an inviting 
field for political incendiaries, whose temerity will be heightened 
by every act of aggression to which we tamely submit, or in 
which we passively acquiesce. I cannot concur with those who 
regard this objection to this exercise of power by Congress, as an 
abstraction in respect to territory. in which, from phbysiçal causes, 
we cannot fairly suppose that slavery would, under any circum- 
stances, exist. The climate and productions of a territory, or its 
adaptation to a particular species of industry, can in no way 
change or modify the power of Congress over it. Itisaquestion 
of power, and not of expediency. If the power exists we cannot 
complain ofitsexercise. If it does not exist, it is both our inter- 
est and our duty to protest against it; for although i in a given case, 
ho injury might result to the citizens of the territory, ‘the provis- 
ions being in “accordance with their own views and feelings, yet 
it is impossible to foresee the amount of evil, that might flow from 
it. The principle, once established, that Congr ess may rightfully 
exercise the power, its application would, at some future day, be 
made when opposition might then be too late. The question of 
power would be considered as settled, and a precedent establish- 
ed, for the future action of the government, behind which, a ma- 
jority in Congress, in opposition to Southern interests, would 
never look, : 

I deem it not improper or unbecoming in a State of the Union, 
to give an expression upon the constitutionality of a power pro- 
posed to be exercised by Congress, although it might not be cal- 
culated to affect her interests prejudicially ; ; but when its certain 


306 


effects would be to deprive her citizens directly, of high and im- 
portant privileges, intended to be secured by the constitution, and 
to weaken the guarantees intended, by that instrument, to be 
thrown around their property, the right then becomes merged in 
a solemn duty. A 

Jt is also necessary that the State should, at this time, define 
clearly the position she assumes, and.will maintain upon the 
slavery question, in order that in time to come, she may not have 
her internal and domestic quiet disturbed by those who may be- 
come citizens. A firm and manly stand in regard to our institu- 
tions, present and prospectively, may save us from future dissen- 
sions. The broad and rich bosom of the country is now attract- 
ing the attention of the world, and emigrants from all the States, 
and various quarters of the globe, will seek their homes amongst 
us, and, with á proper intelligence of our true position, any estab- 
lished prejudices which they may entertain will at once be sur 
rendered. 

By vigilance in this measure we will, at least, convince our 
opponents, that we do not deem the subject unimportant or sub- 
ordinate. We cannot tell when the practical evils of the mon- 
strous doctrines, which they ‘vould inflict upon us, may com- 
mence upon our State, or what their consumation; and we have 
thle most solemn monitions from high. sources, of the immediate 
necessity of prompt, united, harmonious action. 

vith duedeference to the wisdom and intelligence of your hon- 
orable body for a proper direction of this subject, £ respectfully 
recommend the passage of firm but temperate resélves, similar in 
character and principle, to those unanimously adopted by the 
General Assembly of Virginia, on the 8th day of March, 1847. 

There are, doubtless, other subjects deeply interesting to the 
State’s advancement not advtrted to in this communication, and 
it is anticipated that the collective wisdom and intelligence 
of your honorable body will readily perceive and promptly sup- 
ply the deficiency. 

I shall most cheerfully give to the honorable Legislature my 
hearty co-operation in such measures as they may adopt for the 
benefit of the State; and trusting that your deliberations may be 
signally characterised as wise, prudent and dispassionate, I 
have only to congratulate you on the abundant cause we have to 
render sincere thanks to the Supreme Being, for the preservation 
of the health of our fellow-citizens—tlie abundance with which 
he has crowned their efforts during the past year, and the anima- 
ting appearance of increasing prosperity for our young and 
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"T'he Senate returned totheir chamber. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the committee on Printing was in- 
structed to contract for the printing of two thousand copies of the 
message for the use of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the Senate adjourned, 


Trerspay, 9 o'clock, a. M., December 27, 1519. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett. 
Pease, Parker, Philltps, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Ward, Walker and 
Wallace. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. The journals of the preceding day 
were read and adopted. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman ofthe committee on Enrolled Bilis, re- 
ported a bill to provide for the permanent location of the seat of 
justice for Cass county correctly enrolled. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report : 
Astin, December 26, 1849. 


Hon. Jorn .A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Finance, to whom was referred the petition 
of the citizens of Houston county praying for the relief of Jacob 
Allbright, assessor and collector of taxes of the said county of 
Houston, have fully and thoroughly examined the subject, and 
submit to the consideration of the Senate the evidences in a con- 
densed form upon which the petition is based; this petition is 
subscribed with one hundred and eighty-two names, representing 
themselves to be citizens of Houston county, and is supported by 
affidavits and certificates as follows: 

ist. The affidavit of Jacob Allbright, testifying that on the 
night of the 4th January, 1849, he was robbed of the public 
monies collected, by virtue of his office, to the amount of oue 
thousand dollars and upwards, according to the best estimates he 
could make from the assessment-rolls referred to, 

2. The certificate of James C. Dupree, signed officially as 
Justice of the Peace, sets forth that he is acquainted with the 
house of Jacob Allbright, and that he considered him sufficiently 
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well provided for the safe-keeping of the public monies until the 
robbery took place ; he further states, that Allbright made great 
efforts to detect the robbers and bring them to justice. 

3. The certificate of Allbright sets forth that he had paid to 
S. A. Miller fifty dollars, and to W. H. Bstill forty dollars as 
counsel, and had incurred about fifteen dollars of other expenses 
in prosecuting persons implicated by the confession of Francis 
Johnson, one of the robbers. 

4. The affidavit of John Leach, who testified that he was call- 
ed by Jacob Allbright, on the morning of the 5th January last, 
by the time it was clear day light, where he was ou the road lead- 
ing to Crocket, and about a quarter of a mile from the town of 
Alabama; on asking what was the matter, Allbright told him that 
he was robbed not only of all the money he had, but of his re- 
putation—the money was one thousand dollars or upwards ; that 
he had struck the track of the robbers and would follow them to 
their den or home if it cost himhis life. Witness and Allbright 
proceeded together on the track until they came opposite the 
house of J. C. Dupree, Esq., where they stopped for breakfast, 
and to make preparation for an extensive search; after raising a 
company, the search was continued until they captured one . 
Linch, who, it was believed, was one of the robbers. 

5. The confession of Francis Johnson, whose statement is made 
on oath before John Long, Chief Justice of Houston county, and 
is as follows: “On the night of the 4th of January, A. D. 
1849, Josephus S. Moore, A. B. Harden and myself met, accord- 
ing to a previous arrangement,on hurricane bayonnear old Jose- 
phus Moore’s; from that place we proceeded in compahy to 
Alabama, in Houston county, and about three or four o’clock, 
A. M., we went to the house of Jacob Allbright. Josephus 5. 
Moore and A. B. Harden stationed themselves at the door as look- 
outs or watchers; [ entered the house and took from under the 
bed in which, I supposed, Allbright was sleeping, a trunk which, 
I had reason to believe, contained the money which Allbright 
had in his possession as assessor and collector; I carried the 
trunk about one hundred and fifty or two hundred yards, where 
it was broken into, according to the best of my recollection, by 
A. B. Harden, a considerable quantity of money was found in 
the trunk, which was divided between A. B. Harden and Jose- 
phus S. Moore, by each putting a portion in their pockets. We 
then left Alabama and started toward Crocket, and after coming 
throngh Mustang Prairie, we started in direction of Josephus 
Moore’s‘on hurricane bayou; when we got within three miles 
of Josephus Moore’s, we separated, Harden and~Josephus $. 
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Moore going in the direction of old Josephus Moore’s and I went 
home. We were to divide the plunder hereafter. From the 
time of my capture to this time every thing is well known to my 
captors ; all the above took place in Houston county, State of 
Texas,” 


his 
(Signed) FRANCIS x JOHNSON. 
mark 


January the 7th, 1849. 

Witness: W. E. Lone. 

Here the written testimony before your committee’ was~dis- 
connected, and appeared ambiguous and would have been un- 
satisfactory, but for the verbal statements of Senator Parker, who 
residing in the county, was acquainted with the circumstances ; 
trom him, your committee learn that Johnson was arrested under 
circumstances, inducing a belief that he was concerned in the 
robbery ; that he made the foregoing confession, and the night 
following, escaped from his guards, and has not yet been 
retaken. There being no other ‘evidence against the persons im- 
plicated in his confession, they are going at large unmolested. 

6. The certificate of John Long that Allbright paid W. 
H. Estill forty dollars as a fee for aiding in the prosecution of 
the persons implicated in the confession of Francis Johnson, 

7. The receipt of S. A. Miller, attorney at law, for $50, his 
fee, for prosecuting the persons implicated as above. 

8. The certificate of Cyrus H. Randolph, sheriff of Hous- 
ton county, that he has been acquainted with Allbright for 
eleven years, and has found him to be correct in his dealings as 
an individual and as a public officer ; he is acquainted somewhat 
with the circumstances of the robbery, and believes that Allbright 
used great exertions to recover the money and convict the rob- 
bers, and that he has the sympathy of the community generally. 

This statement has received the concurrent signatures of J. 
M. Hall, clerk of the District Court, and J. H. Gil espie, clerk of 
the County Court ; also, the certificate of J. T. Heflen, a Jus- 
tice of the Peace, to the above import. All this evidence to the 
same import does not leave a doubt on the minds of your com- 
mittee as to the robbery having taken place. The only thing, in 
the opinion of your committee, to be taken under consideration 
is the propriety of establishing a precedent that might hereafter 
be abused to the injury of the revenues of the State. 

Your committee, believing this to be a case of more than or- 
dinary merit, submit the accompanying joint resolution for the 
consideration of the Senate. JESSE GRIMES, Chairman. 
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Joint resolution for the relief of Jacob Allbright; read first 
time. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred a bill for the relief of the citizens of Peters’ 
colony, reported the same back, with the following amendments, 
and recommended their adoption and the passage of the bill. 

Amendment Ist: Insert after the word “ Governor” in the first 
line of the 2d section the following: “by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate.” 

Amendment 2d: Add the following proviso to the 5th section 
“ Provided said boundaries do not contain a greater quantity of 
land than such settlers may be entitled to under this law.” 

Amendment 3d; Add in the 4th line, section 9, the word “this” 
after the word “ with.” 

Amendment 4th: Strike ont all after the word “drawn” in 8th , 
line, section 11, and insert, the following: “ payable to the State of 
Texas and shall be conditioned that said commissioner shall faith- 
fully and impartially discharge the duties imposed on him by 
this act, and shall, also, take the oath required by the consti- 
tution which oath shall be endorsed on said bond, and with the 
same shall be deposited in the office of the Secretary of State.” 

Mr. Portis introduced a bill, for the relief of Washington Se- 
crest ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the rule was suspended—bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. Phillips introduced.a bill to enforce and carry out the. 
judgmeuts and decrees of the courts of the State, and to provide 
for the issuance%of certificates and patents in certain cases ; read 
first time. 

Mr. Parker introduced a bill.to amend the- first section of an 
act to create the county of Anderson, approved March 24, 1846 ; 
read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of William H, Malone; read 
second time and' ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue a head-right certificate to Guy M. Bryan; read, se- 
cond time, and, on motion of Mr. Pease, referred to the commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of James Ury, deceased ; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Ward, referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 
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A. bill to provide for incorporating charitable benevolent and 
scientific companies or societies ; read second time, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

A bill to quiet the. land titles of those claiming lands under 
patents issued by the Republic of ‘lexas, by the State of Texas, 
and titles issued to colonists, settlers, or citizens before the act of 
the late consultation closing the Land Office in November, 1835, 
under the colonization laws of the Government of Mexico and 
the State of Coahuila and Texas as head-rights of families and 
to single men, when the title issued for one league and labor of 
land or less; read and referred, on motion of Mr. Gage, to a 
Select committee of five. : 

Messrs. Gage, Wallace, Latimer, Pease and Portis were ap- 
pointed said committee.. a 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, a bill making an appropriation to 
defray the expease incurred in publishing the proposed amend- 
ment to the constitution was taken up; read third time and 
passed. 

A bill for the relief of Mercer’s eolony was read. 

Mr. Gage moved to lay the bill on the table ; lost. 

The bill was then passed by the following vote :, 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Mof- 
fett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Ward, Wal- 
ker and Wallace—15. 

Nays: Mr. Gage—1. . - 

A bill, relative to the proof of the statute and common law of 
the States and territories of the United States; read seeond time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to quiet land titles issued to colonists, previous to Nov., 
1833, in the colonies of Austin, De Witt and De Leon; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A joint resolution for the relief of the citizens of Jasper county, 
together with the report of the committee on.Finance, was read, 
and, on motion of Mr. McRae, laid on the table. 

On motion ot Mr. Wallace, the Senate adjourned. 


Fripay, 9 o'clock, a. m., Dec. 28, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pro tem.— 
Senators present: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Tayler, Tru- 
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it, Ward, Walker and Wallace. The journals of the preceding 
day were read.and adopted. 

Mr. Cooke presented the petition of ‘sundry citizens of Lime- 
stone county, praying for a new county; read, and on motion of 
Mr. Cooke, referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report : 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a joint reso- 
lution insrtucting onr Senators and Representatives in Congress 
to urge upon the Congress of the United States the payment of 
the volunteers called into service in 1849, by the Governor of 
this State, for the protection of the South -Western lrontier, have 
agreed to report two joint resolutions, one asking for remunera- 
tion to the State for monies expended for forage and subsistence, 
and the other for pay of the company of mounted volunteers mns- 
tered into service on the 10th June, 1849, by order of the Go- 
vernor, for the protection of the South-Western frontier, and re- 
commend their passage. 

Joint resolution, presenting the claims of Texas for monies 
advanced by the State for subsistence of volunteers mustered in- 
to service for the protection of the frontier, and asking remune- 

ration from the Government of the United States; read first 
time. 

Joint resolution, instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives to urge upon the Congress of the United States 
the payment for services of mounted “volunteers mustered into 
service for the protection of the South-Western frontier of Texas ; 
read first time. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred a bill to authorize the commissioner ot the 
General Land Office to issue a patent to Robert W. Latimer, for 
640 acres of land, which originated in the Senate and passed the 
House with an amendment, reported the same back to the Se- 
nate and recommend that the amendment of the House be con- 
curred in. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the report was adopted. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill providing for the collection of taxes 
due the late Republic of Texas, reported the same back to the 
Senate with the following amendments, and recommend their 
adoption and the passage of the bill. 

Amendments. 

Strike out the 4th and 5th sections, and insert: See. 4, Be it 

further enacted, That if said taxes were collectible originally in 
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the prommissory notes of the Republic oí 'Texas, the same may 
be paid in any of the liabilities of the Republic of Texas, or by 
paying one-ftth of the amount in gold or silver; if Said taxes 
were originally collectible in Exchequer bills of the late Repub- 
lic of Texas, the same may be paid in gold or silver or in Ex- 
-chequer bills, or by paying government liabilities of the late 
Republic of ‘Texas at the rate of five dollars of such lability, for 
one dollar in Exchequer bills. 

Sec. 5, Be it further enacted, That if any person charged 
with taxes under the provisions of this act, shall claim to have 
paid the same, he shall make and subscribe an affidavit of such 
payment, which affidavit shall be returned by the assessor and 
collector of taxes, to the Treasury ; the representatives of deceas- 
ed persons and guardians of minors, may show payment in the 
same manner; and in such cases no sale of propenty shall be 
made for the taxes c'aimegd under this act. 

Strike ont the word “ Sherif” wherever it occurs in the bill, 
except in the first section, and insert the words “assessors and 
collectors ihp taxes.” 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, reported back to the 
Senate a bill a to an act regulating appeals to the 
Supreme Court in criminal cases, approved 13th May, | 1846, 
and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
a bill to quiet land titles issned to colonists, reported the same 
back to the Senate with a substitute for the fourth section, and 
recommend its adoption and the passage of the bill; Mr. Latimer 
dissenting. 

Substilute for 4th section. 

Sec. 4, Be it further enacted, That this act extends to no other 
titles than those issued to colonists within the limits of the colo- 
nies of Austin, of De Witt, and De Leon, for one league and 
labor of land or less, 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the Select committee to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to quiet the land titles of those claiming lands un- 
der patents issued by the Republic of Texas, by the State of 
Texas, and titles issued to colonists, settlers, or citizens, before 
the act of the late consultation closing the land offices in No- 
vember, 1835, under the colonization laws of the Government of 
Mexico, and the State of Coahuila and Texas, as head-rights of 
families, and to single men where the titles issued for one ‘league 
and labor of land or less , with amendments, reported a substitute 
for the same and recommend its adontion. Mr. Latimer dissent- 
ing. 
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` Mr. -Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the follow- 
ing and find them correctly engrossed, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the President and 
Trustees of the Guadalupe High School Association. a. 

A bill to legalize the head-right certificates of Simon P. Barnes. 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act to prescribe the time of 
the biennial meeting of the Legislature of the State of Texas. 

A bill to incorporate the Grand and Subordinate Divisions of 
the Sons of Temperance. . 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act to establish and 
incorporate the college of De Kalb, approved, January 26th, 
1839. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue patents on_certificates issued by the Board of Land 
Commissioners of Robertson county under certain restrictions. 


JOHN H. MOFFETT, Chairman. 


Mr. Ward introduced a joint resolution instructing our Senators 
and requesting our Representatives in Congress to secure the pas- 
saze of a law requiring the United States District Court for the 
Bisirict of Texas, to be held at more places than one; read first 
time. “ 

Mr. MeRae introduced a bill requiring the election of county 
treasurers by the people ; read first time. 

Mr. Gage offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Hon. Supieme Court be requested to in- 
form the Senate as to the number of cases that have been brought 
up to the Supreme Court for adjustment, and have not been acted 
on; also, the names of the counties from which they were 
brought. 

Mr. Ward offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That from and after the 10th day of January next, 
the Senate will not receive any new business for legislative ac- 
tion during the present session, unless by a vote of two-thirds | 
of the Senate. 

Mr. Parker offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That with the concurrence of the House of Repre- 
sentatives the two Houses will convene in the Hall of Represent- 
atives on the first day of January next at 11 o’clock, a. m., for 
the purpose of electing a Senator to the Congress of the United 
States, to commence his services trom and after the 4th of March, 
1851. 
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A message was received from the House of Representatives 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had passed a bill which originated in the Senate to provide for 
the civil organization of the counties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth, 
and Santa Fe, with an amendmeat ; also, a joint resolution grant- 
ing further time for the payment of government dues and the re- 
turh of field notes, which originated in the Senate. 


e Also, that the House had passed the following bills and joint 
. resolutions : 

A bill for the relief of Lemuel M. Rodearinel; 

A bill to provide for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
State of Texas for the year 1851; 

A bill to locate permanently the county seat of La Vaca 
county; ‘ 

A bill making an appropriation for the pro rata pay of Thos. 
P. Anderson, deceased, surgeon in the navy of the late Republic 
of Texas; 

A bill to permit the county of Fayette to levy and collect a 
special tax ; 

A joint resolution to procure the passage of a law by the Con- 
gress of the United States granting pensions to certain persons 
who suffered in the Texas revolution, or to their indigent wi- 
dows and children ; 

A joint resolution, relative to the payment of certain volun- 
teer companies for services rendered on the western frontier of 
the State of Texas; 

Also, a memorial of the Legislature of the State of Texas up- 
on the subject of expenses incurred by the State in providing a 
military defence upon her frontier in 1845 and 1849; which 
were scyerally read first time. 

Also, that the House had appointed Messrs. Bee, Williams and 
Jowers a committee to take into consideration that portion of the 
Governor’s message, relative to quieting the land titles west of 
the Nueces river, and request the appointment of a similar com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate ; 

Also, that the Honse had adopted the following resolution : 

Resolved, (if the Senate concur), That the two Houses in 
joiat session will,.on Thursday next, count the votes fof Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office on the 6th of August 
last, and the person having the highest number of votes and be- 
ing constitutionally eligible, s} 31] be declared by the Speaker to 
be the Commissioner of the Geaerai Land Office from and after 
he 23th day of February nex. for the term of two years. 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to incorporate the J ersident and Trustees of the Gua- 
dalupe High School Association ; ; read third time and passed by 
the following vote : 


Yeas: Messrs: Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Lati- 
mer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Trait, 
War rd, Walker and Wallace—16, 

Nays: Messrs. Hart and Pease —2. 

A bill to legalize the head-right certificate of Simon P. Barnes ; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue patents on certificates issued by the board of Land 
Commissioners of Robertson county under certain restrictions ; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act to establish and 
incorporate the College of DeKalb, approved January 26, 1839 ; 
read third time and passed by the following vote : 


Yeas ; Messrs. Brashear, Burleson Caska Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Taylor, Truit, Ward, W alker and Wallace—18, 

Nays: None. 

A bill to incorporate the Grand and Subordinate Divisions of 
the Sons of Temperance ; read third time and passed by the fol- 
lowing vote : a 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Kin- 
ney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Taylor, Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace—18. 

Nays: None. 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act to prescribe the time of 
the biennial meeting of the Legislature of the State of Texas ; 
read third time and rejected by the following vote : 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Kinney, Moffett, Pease, Portis, 
Taylor, Truit and Ward—9. 

Nays : Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Parker, Phillips, Walker and Wallace—10. ° 

A joint resolution for the relief of Jacob Allbright; read se- 
cond time and ordered to be engrossed by the following vote : 

Yea’: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Truit, Walker and 
Wallace—14. 

Nays: Messrs. Latimer, Pease, Portis, Taylor and Ward--5. 

A bill for the relief of the citizens of Peters? colony, together 
with the report of the committee on Public Lands offering amend- 
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ments thereto, was read ; amendments adopted, and bill ordered 
to be engrossed. ‘ 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House refuse to adopt the sub- 
stitute of the Senate for a bill to amend the 6th, 7th and 9th sec- 
tions of an act authorizing and requiring the county courts to 
ea roads, appoint overseers, &c,, approved March 15th, 

846, 

A bill to amend the first section of an act to create the county 
of Anderson, approved March 24, 1846 ; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on County 
Bouudaries. i 

A bill to enforce and carry out the judgments and decrees of 
the courts of the State, and to provide for the issuance of certi- 
ficates and patents in certain cases; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee òn the Judi- 
ciary. 

The Senate adopted the resolution of the House to count the 
votes for Commissioner of the General Land Office, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, a bill to provide tor the civil organiza- 
tion of the counties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa Fe, 
together with the amendment of the House, was laid on. the 
` table. 

The Senate insisted on their substitute for a bill to amend the 
6th, 7th and 9th sections of an act authorizing and requiring the 
county courts to regulate roads, appoint overseers, &c., approved 
March 15, 1846. 

Mr. Moffett asked leave to be excused from serving on the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary ; leave was granted. 

Mr, Parker moved that Mr. Moffett be added to the committee 
on Private Land Claims; lost. 

Mr. Burleson presented the petitions of John E. Linn and of 
Augustus Bess; which were, on motion of Mr. Burleson, refer- 
red to the committee on Public Lands, without reading. 

Mr. Latimer offered the following resolution : 

_Resolved, That the committee on Contingent Expenses be 
instructed to report to the Senate what amount of the S50C0 ap- 
propriated to defray the coutingent expenses of the present Le- 
gislature has been used and for what purposes. 

On motion of Mr, Latimer, the Senate adjourned. 
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Sarurpay, 9 o'clock, a. m., December 29, 1849. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Hart, Lati- 
mer, McRae, Moffet:, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, 
Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace. The journals of yesterday 
were read and adopted. 

Mr. Parker presented the petition of sundry citizens of Hous- 
ton county, praying that a new county be created ; on motion of 
Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on County Boundaries, 
without reading. 

Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, to whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of 
Sabine county, praying for the passage of a law declaring Bear 
Creek in Sabine county to be a,navigable stream from its mouth 
to its junction with Gibb’s Creek, reported the following bill and 
recommended it to the favorable consideration of the Senate. 

A bill declaring Bear Creek in Sabine county to be a navigable 
stream ; read first time. 

Mr. Pease, from the committee on the Judiciary, made the fol- 
lowing reports: s 

ComMITTEE Room, December 29, 1849. 
To the Honorable Jonn A. Greer, 
President of the Senate : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred an act 
to incorporate the Texas Monumental Committee, have consider- 
ed the same, and a majority of said commiltee have directed me’ 
to report the same, without amendment, and recommend its- pas- 
sage, 

E ComMITTEE Room, December 29, 1549. 
To the Hon. John A. Greer, 

President of the Senate: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Rutersville, have 
examined the same, and a majority of said committee perceiving 
no objections to the bill, have directed me to report the same to 
the Senate and recommend its passage. 

CommitreE Room, December 29, 1849. 
To the Honorable President of the Senate : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to authorize James Knight to adopt Lucinda 
E. Nibbs, daughter of Mary Beckham, deceased, late of the county 
of Fort Bend, , have considered the same; “from the information 
before the committee, they are of opinion that no injustice -can 
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be done to any person by the passage of said bill, and they have 
directed me to report it to the Senate and recommend its passage, 
CommiTTEE Room, December 29, 1849. 
To the Hon. J. A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on the Judiciary have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act supplementary to an act incorporating the West- 
ern Texas Orphan Asylum, and a majority of said committee 
are of the opinion that no objections exist to the passage of the 
bill, and they have directed me to report the same and recom- 
mend it to the favorable consideration of the Senate. 

COMMITTEE Room, December 29, 1849. 
Eo the Hon. John A. Greer, ` 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on the Judiciary, fo whom was referred a bill 
to reserve to every family in this State certain property therein 
specified, and to exempt the same from forced sale under execu- 
tion or otherwise, have examined the same with care ; a majority 
of said committee believe that the constitution and laws of the 
State, now in force, make ample provision for exempting property 
from forced sale, and that a change in said laws is not called for 
„at this time ; they have, therefore, directed me to report said bill 
to the Senate and recommend that it be laid on the table. 

Committee Room, December 29, 1849. 
To the Hon. John A. Greer, f 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred an act 
concerning lands acquired by aliens, have examined the same, 
and believe that, with some amendments, it will have a beneficial 
influence. . 1st. They recommend that the following words be 
added to the end of the 2d section, viz: “Provided, that such 
alien was, atthe time such title was made, domiciliated within 
the limits of Texas, or provided such alien cultivated said land 
subsequent to the making of said title and previous to the pas- 
sage of this act.” 2d. They recommend that the third section of 
the act be stricken ont, and that the 4th section be made the third; 
with these amendments, a majority of the committee recommend 
the passage of the act. 

Mr. Wallace, from the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following report : 

i ComMMITYTEE Room, December 29, 1849. 
To the Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 
The committce on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
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to provide for the incorporation of charitable, benevolent and 
scientific companies or societies, have examined it; a majority of 
said committee have instructed me to report the following amend- 
ments thereto, to wit: 

Sec. Ist, in the 13th line, strike out “for record,” and insert 
“and recorded.” 

Sec. 2d, in the 1st fine, after the word “ filing,” insert “and re- 
cording as,” i 

Sec. 6th, in the 4th line, strike out “for record” and insert 
‘and have recorded,” and recommend their adoption and the 
passage of the bill, when so amended. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred the petition of John Boyd, reported the fol- 
lowing bill and recommended its passage: 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue a head-right certificate for one Jeagne and labor to 
John Boyd, assignee of George W. Mead; read first time. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report : 

COMMITTEE Room, December 29, 1849. 
To the Honorable President of the Senate: 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a bill for the relief of John Neill, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have instructed me to report a substitute tor the 
bill in which the committee have included James O. Rice and 
the heirs of Hays Covington, deceased; The committee believe 
that, in recommending the passage of the substitute by the Senate, 
they are acting, according to the rule heretofore established by 
the Governinent, and in compliance with the obligations of the 
State, to those who have been permanently disabled, er lost their 
lives in the service of their country; they, therefore, recommend 
it to the favorable consideration of the Senate. All of which is 
respectfully submitted, 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Samuel G. Nor- 
vell, reported the following bill and recommended its passage: 

A bill for the relief of Samuel G. Norvell; read first time. 

Mr. Wailace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported that a bill to authorize auy two county commissioners 
to perform the duties of Chief Justice of the county court, when 
said office is vacant, or when said officer is absent from the 
county, or is unable or disqualified to act, had been, this day, 
presented to the Governor for his approval. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Isngrossed Bills, 
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reported a bill to provide for deductions from the salaries of Dis- 
trict Judges and District Attorneys who fail or neglect to perform 
the duties assigned them by law, correctly engrossed. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. rs 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills which originated in the Senate: 

A bill to incorporate the President and Trustees of the Gua- 
.dalupe High School Association ; 

A bill to establish the Eleventh Judicial District of the State 
of Texas; 

A bill defining the boundaries of the county of Santa Fe ; and, 

The amendment to the constitution ; 

Also, that the House had passed the ‘following resolution and 
bills : 

A bill to secure to all actual settlers within the limits of the 
colony granted to Wm. S. Peters and others, commonly known 
as Peters’ colony, the lands to which they are entitled as colonists; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of George W. Manie ; and, 

A joint resolution for the relief of Benj. F. Fry; 

Also, that the House had adopted the Senate’s resolution ap- 
pointing a committee to examine the offices of Comptroller and 
Treasurer and report thereon, and have appointed Messrs. M’Kin- 
ney, Dickson and Crump of ‘Bexar a committee on’ the part of 
the House. 

On motion of Mr. McRae, a joint resolution for the relief of 
the cilizens of Jasper county, together with the report of the 
committee ‘on Finance, was taken from the table and placed 
among the orders of the day. - 

A bill to provide for deductions from the salaries of District 
Attorneys and District Judges who fail or neglect to perform the 
duties assigned them by law ; read third time and passed. 

A joint resolution to procu re the passage of a law by the Con- 
gress of the United States granting pensions to certain persons 
who suffered in the Texas revolution, or to their indigent widows 
and children ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, 
referred to the committee on State Affairs, 

A bill for the reef of Lemuel M. Rodearmel; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the committee 
on Public Lands. 

A bill to provide for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
State of Texas for the year 1851; read second time, and, on 
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motion ef Mr. Grimes, referred to the committee on State Af- 
fairs. 

A bill to permit the county of Fayette to levy and collect a 
special tax; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Burleson, 
laid on the table. ; 

A bill to locate permanently the county seat of La Vaca coun- 
ty ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Portis, laid on the 
table. 

A bill making an appropriation for the pro rata pay of Thos. 
P. Anderson, deceased, surgeon in the navy of the late Repub- 
lic of Texas; read second time, and, on motion of Mr, Latimer, 
referred to the committee on Finance. 

A joint resolution, relative to the payment of certain volunteer 
companies for services rendered on the western frontier of the 
State of Texas, and memorial of the Legislature of the State of 
Texas ; read second time. 

i Mr. Phillips moved to refer it to the committee on Finance; 
ost. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

A bill to secure to all actual settlers within the limits of the 
colony granted to Wm. S. Peters and others, commonly known 
as Peters’ colony, the lands to which they are entitled as colonists; 
read first time. 

Mr. Walker moved to suspend the rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days that the bill might be read second 
time ; lost. 

Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, made the following report: . 

. ComMITTEE Room, December 29, 1849. 
To the Hon. John A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of D. Hardeman and M. Austin Bryan praying 
for the incorporation of a company to construct canals frem the 
Brazos river to the San Bernard river, and, also, from the Brazos 
river to Oyster Creek, have had the same under consideration.— 
The petitioners ask for no exclusive privileges; they only wish 
a charter with such powers as are usually conferred on similar 
companies. The committee believe that such a work as that pro- 
posed by the petitioners will be of immense advantage to the sec- 
tion of country through which it passes, and they have directed 
me to report the accompanying act to incorporate the Brazos, 
San Bernard, and Oyster Creek Ganaland Navigation Com- 
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pany, and recommend it to the favorable consideration of the 
Senate. 

A bill to incorporate the Brazos, San Bernard and Oyster 
Creek Canal and Navigation Company ; read first time. 

Messis. Pease, Phillips and Wallace were appointed‘a commit- 
tee, on the part of the Senate, to act in conjunction with a com- 
mittee of the House appointed to take into consideration that por- 
tion of the Governor’s message, relative to quieting the land titles 
west of the Nueces river. 

Resolution of the Senate that from and after the 10th day of 
January next, the Senate will not receive any new business for 
legislative action, during the present session, unless by a vote of 
two-thirds of the Senate, was read. 

Mr. Robertson moved to lay the resolution on the table uutil 
the 10th day of January next ; lost. 

The yeas and nays being called on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Gage, Hart, Latimer, McRae, 
Parker, Pease, Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace—12. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Grimes, Moffett, Phillips, Portis and 
Robertson —6 ; adopted. 

Mr. Cooke moved to reconsider the vote which rejected a bill 
to amend an act entitled an act to prescribe the time of the bien- 
nial meeting of the Legislature of the State of Texas. 

‘On motion of Mr. Gage. the motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table until Monday, the 31st inst. 

Resolution of the Senate, relative to going into an,election for 
a Senator to the Congress of the United States on the 1st day of 
January next, was read. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the resolution was laid on the 
table until Tuesday, the Ist day of January next. 

Resolution of the Senate offered, on yesterday, by Mr. Gage, 
calling on the Supreme Court for certain information, was read. 

Mr. Phillips moved to amend the resolution by striking out 
“ Hon. the Supreme Court,” and inserting “ Clerk of the Supreme 
Court”; lost. 

The resolution was then adopted.” 

Resolution of the Senate instructing ihe committee on Contin- 
gent Expenses to report to the Senate what amount of the 5000 
dollars appropriated to defray the contingent expenses of the pre- 
sent Legislature has been used and for what purposes; adopted. 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives to urge upon the Congress of the United States 
the payment for services of mounted volunteers mustered into 
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service for the protection of the south-western frontier of Texas; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the 
committee on Military Affairs. 

Joint resolution presenting the claim of Texas for moneys ad- 
vanced by the State for subsistence of volunteers mustered into 
service for the protection of the frontier, and asking remunera- 
tion from the Government of the United States ; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Latimer, referred to the committee 
on Military Affairs. 

A bill requiring the election of county treasurers by the people; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. McRae, referred to the 
committee on Finance. 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress to endeavor to secure the passage of 
a law requiring the United States District Court for the District š 
of Texas to be held at more places than one ; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Ward, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill supplementary to an act regulating appeals to the 
Supreme Court in criminal cases, approved 13th May, A. D. 
1816; read. T 

Mr. Pease offered the following amendment-to come in at ithe 
end of 3d section: 

“ Except that no security for ¢ any such appeal shall be reqnired: 
from the State”; adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A joint regolution for the relief of the citizens of Jasper county; 
read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of George W. Manie ; read 
first time. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Benjamin F. Fry ; read first 
time. 

A bill to quiet land titles issued to colonists, previous to Novem- 
ber, 1835, in the colonies of Austin, De Witt and De Leon, to- 
gether with the report of the committee on the Judiciary offer- 
ing a substitute for the 4th section, was read. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, a call of. the Senate was made. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, Mr. Davis was excused on account 
of sickness. 

On motion of Mr. Moffett, Mr. Taylor was excused from at- 
tendance on the Senate until Tuesday next. 

Mr. Gage moved to suspend the call; lost. 

The absentees being brought in, > 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill and amendments were read 
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and laid on the table and made the special order of the day for 
Wednesday next. 

Mr. Parker presented the petition of Thomas T. Bailey for one 
league and labor of land the head-right of Jacob Harrell; on 
motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims, without reading. 

A bill providing for the collection of taxes due the late Repub- 
lic of Texas, together with the report of the committee on the 
Judiciary offering amendments thereto, was read; amendments 
adopted and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to quiet the land titles of those claiming lands under 
patents issued by the Republic of Texas, by the State of Texas, 
and titles issued to colonists, settlers, or citizens before the act of 
the late consultation closing the land office in November, 1835, 
under the colonization laws of the Governments of Mexico and 
the State of Coahuila and Texas, as head-rights of families and 
to single men where the title issued for one league and labor of 
land or less, togetner with the report of the Select committee of- 
fering a substitute therefor, was read, and substitute adopted. 

Mr. Brashear moved to lay the bill on the table until Wednes- 
day next, and that 50 copies thereof be printed. 

Division of the question being called for, the motion to lay en 
the table was taken and carried. The question on printing was 
then taken and carried. 

Mr. Burleson, chairman of the committee on Military Affairs, 
made the following report: * 


COMMITTEE Room, December 29, 1849. 


To the Hon. John A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the 
petition of Jas. E. Edmiston asking for his pay and bounty land 
for services as a private in the army of the late Republic of 
Texas, have had the same under consideration, and have instruct- 
ed me to report: The facts set forth in the petition are known 
by the chairman of the committee to be trne. The claim is of 
that character which has been invariably admitted by the Con- 
gresses and Legislature of our State, and-and as such, in the 
opinion of the committee, entitle the petitioner to the relief which 
he seeks. The committee have, therefore, instructed me to report 
the accompanying bill and recommend its passage. 

A bill for the relief of James E. Edmiston ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr.. Hart, the Senate adjourned. ` 
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Monpay 9 o'clock, a. m., Dec. 31, 1849. 


The Senate was called'to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robert- 
son, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. The journals of Saturday were 
read and adopted. 

Mr. Phillips presented the memorial of Levi Jones, praying 
the passage of a law incorporating a company for constructing a 
Rail-Road from the Bay of Matagorda to some point on the Rio 
Grande near El Paso; read, and, on motion of Mr. Pease, refer- 
red to a Select joint committee. > 

Messrs, Pease, Phìllips and Portis were appointed said com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate, 


Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported, as correctly enrolled, a bill to incorporate the President 
and Directors of the Guadalupe High School Association ; a 
bill to establish the Eleventh Judicial District of the State, and 
the amendment to the constitution. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a bill to restore lands, sold for taxes and purchased 
by the State, to the former owners, originatingin the House of 
Representatives ; also, one for the same purpose introduced in 
the Senate, returned the bills to the Senate and recommended the 
passage of the House’s bill, with the following amendment : 

In sec. 1, line 8, after “ payment” insert “together with 6 per 
cent. per annum thereon,” A 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committée on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred a bill to authorize the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue a head-right certificate, first class, 
for one league and labor of land to James’ Taylor, which ori- 
ginated in the Senate and passed the House, with amerdments, 
reported the same back to the Senate and recommended that the 
amendments of the House be rejected. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported a bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue a patent to Robert W~. Latimer for 640 acres 
of land; and a joint resolution granting further time for the pay- 
ment of government dues, and a bill defining the boundary of 
the county of Santa Fe, correctly enrolled. 

Mr. Ward, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported a 
bill to incorporate the Texana Academy, correctly enrolled, 
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` Mr. Burleson, chairman of the committee on Military Affairs, 
made the following report : 
ComMITTEE Room, Dec. 29, 1849. 
To the Hon. John A. Greer, = 
President of the Senate : 

The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred a 
memorial and ‘joint resolutions; relative to the payment of cer- 
‘tain volunteer companies for services rendered on the western 
frontier of the State of Texas, have had the same under consi- 
deration, and after the most mature deliberation, have unani- 
mously instructed me to report: The claim mentioned in the 
joint resolution, which the Government of the United States is 
called upon to pay, is sustained by a volume of the clearest and 
most indubitable evidence and appeals to the General Govern- 
ment, through every consideration which can influence a magna- 
nimous and just people. By the joint resolutions of annexation, 
the State of Texas surrendered up to the Government of the 
United States all her arms and public armaments and received 
the guarantee of the Government of the United States that the 
strong arm of her invincible power should be extended over us 
as a panoply and a shield. ‘Phe cessation of hostilities between 
the United States and Mexico and the withdrawal of the troops 
of the United States froin the line of Mexican frontier left the 
inhabitants of beth nations exposed to the incursions of the various 
Indian tribes, which border upon the Rio Grande settlements.— 
Petty thieving expeditions were made with success by the In- 
dians until they became emboldened and organized, and within 
the last year they have waged a most cruel and destructive war- 
fare upon the defenceless frontier inhabitants. It would be pain- 
ful, if not profitless, to detail the particulars of the inhuman bar- 
barities which those Iudians have perpetrated upon every quar- 
ter of our frontier. Suffice it to say, that since the first day of 
last January more than one hundred of our citizens, men, wo- 
men and children, have either been savagely butchered within 
our borders, or carried into Indian captivity ; and more than one 
hundred thousand dollars worth of property stolen and carried 
off. Many of these outrages have been committed within view, 
if not within reach of the guns of the U. S. posts. It needs 
neither pen, or pencil to depict the horrors of the condition of a, 
people thus situated. A simple narration of the facts in the 
language of unadorned truth sickens the heart of every patriot, 
and makes it bleed for our country. Men were butchered before 
their wives and children, and they inhumanly violated, and either 
massacred, or taken into a cheerless and hopeless captivity.— 
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There was no alternative. The State was thrown upon her own 
resources. A blood-red banner streamed on our western and 
northern border, and every breeze which swept its terrible folds, 
came laden with the desponding and expiring screams of help- 
less innocence. A cal] for volunteers was made by the Execu- 
tive, which was instantly responded to by our young men ; and 
it becomes our bounden and solemn duty to secure them com- 
pensation for their prompt aid and efficient services by all the 
means within our power. If the money was in the Treasury 
of the State, the committee would unhesitatingly recommend 
the prompt,and immediate payment of the claim; but as such is 
not the case, there can be no objection to assume the debt to be 
paid whenever the State shall possess the ability. The Senators 
and Representatives, from the Rio Grande settlements, tell us that 
even after they had mounted their horses to come here, that 
fathers and mothers and relatives of every age followed and 
came around them, bathed in tears and upon their bended knees, 
implored them to solicit from our Government relief and the re- 
storation of their captured children and kindred and security and 
protection for the future. And shall it be said that the sorrows, the 
distress, the prayers and entreaties of their constituents meet no 
response with us? we trust not! The mature deliberations of the 
honorable House of Representatives and the most thorough ex- 
amination of your committee induce them to think that the course 
adopted by the House is the most efficient and desirable mode of 
obtaining the important object of the memorial and resolutions. 
The amount of fifteen hundreé dollars to be paid the agent is no 
more than a just compensation for the services required. It may 
be objected that will not or may not be refunded. If so, it is, 
in the opinion of your committee, the least that we could pos- 
sibly do. If the General Government should utterly refuse to 
pay the compensation to our volunteers or the losses of our citi- 
zens, No good citizen can ever regret that the Legislature appro- 
priated the sum of fifteen hundred dollars inan honest endeavor 
to place all the facts before the Government of the United States 
and demand most respectfully what justice entitles us to. The 
General Government, however, has never failed to meet all honest 
demands against it, and the committee have no doubt but that: 
the money will be returned to our Treasury by the middle of 
the coming year. With the expression of these sentiments, the 
committee have instructed me to report the memorial and joint 
resolutions back to the Senate, without amendment, and recom- 
mend their passage. EDWARD BURLESON, 
Chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs. 
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Mr. Burleson, chairman of the committee on Military Affairs, 
to whom-was referred the petition of Bli T. Merriman, reported 
the following bill and recommended its passage : 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
John C. Ogden; read 1st time. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whoin was referred the: petition of Daniel Fuller, reported the 
same back to the Senate and recommended that-it be laid on mg 
tab.e. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private tad 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
James Ury, deceased, and a bill to authorize the Cominissioner 
of the General Land Office to issue a head-right certificate to 
Guy M. Bryan, reported the same back to the Senate, without 
amendmeuts, and recommended their passage, 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the commiltee on State Affairs, to 
whoin was refer red resolutions on the subject of slavery, report- 
ed the seme back to the Senate and recommended their adoption. 

Mr. Robertson, from the same comniitee, to whom was refer- 
red a joint resolution to procure the passage of a law by the Con- 
gress of the United States granting pensions to certain persons 
who suffered in the Texas revolution, or to their indigent widows 
and children, reported the same back to the Senate and recom. 
mended its passage. 

Mr, Robertson, from the same committee, to whom was refer- 
red a bill to provide for the enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the State of ‘Texas for the year 1851, reported the same back to 
the Senate, with the following amendments: 

Ist. Strike out the word “one” wherever it occurs immediate» 
ly after the word “ fifty” in the bill. 

2d. Strike out all in the first section after the word “ females,” 
and insert “sixth, the number of children under eighteen and 
over twelve years of aye—seventh, the number of children un- 
der twelve aud over six years of age—eighth, the number of chil- 
dren under six years ot age—niuth, the number of slaves, ane 
teuth, the number of free] persons of color.” 

3d. Strike out the secand section. f 

4th. Make the 3d section the 2d, and the 4th the 3d, and the 
5th the fourth. 

5th. Add sec. 5. That this act take effect and be in force from. 
and after ifs passage, 

Mr. McRae. chairman of the committee on Printing, reported 
that they had contracted with the State Gazette for the printing 
of 2000 copies of the Governors message for the use of the 
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Senate, at the following rates: 3 of a cent per page for the first 
1000, and $ of a cent per page for all over that number to be 
furnished in pamphlet-form, stiched and trimmed. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following report : , 
CommITTEE Room, Dec. 31,,1849. 

To the Hon. President of the Senate: 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a reso- 
lution of the Senate “requesting thenfto take into consideration 
the propriety of responding, in terms of approbation, to the ac- 
tion and resolutions of the late National Rail-Road Convention 
held at Memphis, ‘Tennessee, and, also, the propriety of propos- 
ing, on the part of the State of ‘Texas, to donate, for the con- 
atruction of said road, as far as the same shall pass through the 
State, every alternate section of all of the unappropriated lands 
lying within the space of ten miles on each side of said road, 
provided the same shall pass throngh the State as proposed by 
said convention,” have had the same under consideration, and af- 
ter mature deliberation, a majority have instructed me to report: 

That the subject is one of vast importance to the whole people 
of the United States, and one that should commend itself with 
great force to the State Legislatures and the National Congress, | 
in such a degree as to secure its early attention and prompt ac- 
tion, for upon the construction of that road depends, in the 
opinion of your committee, in a great degree, the proper devel- 
opement of the resources of one third of the fairest portion of our 
Union. Your committee have carefully examined the route 
proposed for this national road by the Memphis Convention, and 
‘they have no hesitation in saying that this route possesses ad- 
vantages and important ones too over any other route that they 
have seen proposed, The northern routes, that have been pro- 
posed, run so far north that the rigorsof the climate are so severe, 
that it would render the road, if completed there, comparatively 
useless for near half the year; and to your committee it appears 
to be unreasonable to even attempt to carry a national work of 
this magnitude through those high latitudes, where with all the 
care that the traveller can bestow on himself, he is barely able to 
preserve his own life, and where with all the eare he can bestow 
on the hardiest of our domestic animals, during their journey 
thraugh those regions of perpetual show, he is unable to pre- 
serve their lives until they reach the milder region beyond the 
mountains. If this position then ‘be true, and to substantiate it 
we refer to the actual experiments made by the numerous parties 
who have crossed on those routes, the conclusion must be evi- 
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dent that those routes are impracticable. Your committee deem 
it unnecessary to enter into any argument, showing the necessity 
for such a road, for they are constrained to believe that the ad- 
vancement and the prosperity of the whole Union demands it ; 
and that whatever is required, twenty millions of people under 
our institutions, will be accomplished, and that too in a very 
short time. They will briefly advert to some of the advantages 
that present themselves in favor of the route proposed by the 
Memphis Convention: First, then as to its terminus on the 
Mississippi, the point on that stream, embraced between the thirty- 
first and thirty-third degrees of latitude, seems to be the point in- 
dicated by nature as a point for the great depot forthe products 
of the great valley of that stream, which has been termed, and 
appropriately too, the granary of the world, for distribution to the 
different points of the civilized world. It strikes too about the 
ceutre of the cotton region of that valley by means of which this 
great southern staple could be readily transported on it; it, also, 
‘runs near the extensive sugar lands of the south—this, together 
with the facilities afforded by the numerous tributaries .of that 
stream, for transporting the various products of the whole Union 
to this point, indicates this point, in an eminent degree, as the 
proper place for the terminus of this road; and again the com- 
mittee have no hesitation in saying that the scope of country 
lying between those degrees of latitude, throughout its whole 
extent from the Mississippi to the Pacific, is susceptible, from its 
fertility of soil, adaptation to cultivation, salubrity of climate, 
é&c., of sustaining a more dense population than any other scope 
of country, of the same extent, that crosses our continent. With 
regard to the lands lying along this ronte from the Red River to 
the Paso Del Norte, but little, it is believed, is known by the 
people of a majority of our sister States ; and by some of them, 
an impression prevails, that it is for the most part a desert waste. 
These impressions, your committee are fully satisfied, are alto- 
gether erroneous; intelligent and scientific gentlemen have 
travelled through its entire extent from El Paso to the upper set- 
tlements of our State; and they all concur in pronouncing it a 
country of great fertility of soil, with an abundant supply of 
pure and wholesome water, and an abundance of timber, and a 
section that cannot be surpassed by any portion of our Union, 
for wheat and other small grain. Another advantage consists in 
the natural grasses of this part of the ronte, which the committee 
feel no hesitation in pronouncing the finest natural grasses in 
the world, both as to quantity, quality and durability. Passing 
as this proposed route does over the principal sources of the 
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Trinity, Brazos and Colorado Rivers, among the numerous 
springs of pure water that supply those streams, while they af- 
ford an abundant supply of wholesome water to slake the thirst 
of the hardy pioneer ; they, at the same time, offer to him with 
but slight labor to control 1t—the finest and most numerous faci- 
lities for water power machinery of all kiuds, and at the same time 
the supply of timber afforded by the numerous vallies is super- 
abundant for all the purposes of a dense population, to say nothing 
of the different mineral substances of great value that ate known - 
to exist in that region in large quantities; one only of which 
the committee will give-a passing notice of here. It is stone 
coal: the committee have no hesitation in asserting the existence 
of this valuable mineral in almost inexhaustible beds about the 
sources of the Brazos and Colorado Rivers. These mines have 
been visited by those professing to be competent judges and are 
pronounced by them to be of good quality and in large quan- 
tities. In the opinion of your committee, there is another im. 
portant advantage possessed by the route recommended by the 
Memphis Convention, that will be readily admitted by all whe 
can correctly inform themselves on the subject. It consists in 
there being less inequality of surtace, at least as far as the Paso 
Del Norte, (for the committee will not pretend to hazard an ex- 
pression, with regard to any section of the ronte, unless they 
feel well assnred that they have data sufficient:y correct before 
them to speak with certainty,) there can be found on auy other 
route, and indeed by making a very slight divergement to the 
south, where aspur of the Guadalupe mountains intercepts the 
direct route, all elevations that deserve the name of mountains, 
are avoided. On this route no extremes of heat or cold oc- 
cur, and should this route be adopted and the road be made, the 
travel on it will not be interrupted for a single day in the year 
from the inclemencies of the climate. This isan advantage that 
the committee consider of great importance, and one that should 
be well considered by the whole people of our Union. For if 
this road is constructed, it mnst and will be the main artery of 
the commercial communication through which the products of 
this vast extent of country, both agricultural and mechanical, 
must pass in seeking consumers for the surplus products of the 
different portions of it. Your committee feel constrained to ad- 
vert briefly to the qnestion of the constitutional powers of the 
General Government to construct such a road. ‘They allude to 
il from the fact that by some it is contended that the constitution 
confers no such powers on the Congress. Jn their opinion, there 
can exist no reasonable doubt as to the power of the General Go- 
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vernment to construct this road. The constitution expressly 
delegates. to the General Government the right to regulate com- 
merce and exercise a parental care and control over the general 
welfare and prosperity of all the States and territories of the 
Union, and to afford efficient protection against external as well 
as internal danger of every kind. ‘This position, it is believed, 
will not be denied. Ft then she has the power to do this, and is 
expressly commanded to use that power, does it not follow as a 
legitimate inference that she can use the means to make that 
power effective? Wethiuk she has, and further we believe that 
the whole principles upon which our confederation is founded, 
authorize and require the General Government to regulate the 
commerce of the whole, and afford that protection and general 
supervision in the speediest, most efficient, and at the same time 
the cheapest manner. Will it be contended by any one that it is 
constitutional for the General Government to spend millions up- 
on millions of dollars in constructing ships, and keeping them 
upon the high seas prepared for service,and in constructing docks, 
harbors, &c., in order to carry ont the mandate of the constitution, 
while, at the same time, they deny its power to use the same 
meaus to comply with its duty in affording protection and regulat- 
ing the internal commerce of the same people? We believe that 
the two principles are precisely analagous, and that if the con- 
stitution gives to the Congress the power to regulate and au- 
thorizes the using of the means to protect commerce and its 
citizens npon the high seas, (of which there never has been a 
doubt in the mind of any one,) the same duty and anthority is 
imposed and granted to it to use the means to enable it to pro- 
tect the internal commerce and citizens of the confederation, and 
that the construction of this road by the General Government is 
absolutely necessary, the committee do not entertain the slightest 
doubt ; indeed, they do not believe that the General Government 
will ever be enabled to give that protection tothe internal com- 
merce and to the citizens of the country withont it, and that it is 
her duty to constrnet it without delay. Reaching, as our coun- 
try does. from ocean to ocean, prodneing or possessing the soil 
and climate, within her geographical limits, to produce nineteen- 
twentieths of the different products of the globe,—with a go- 
vernment whose liberal institutions and fostering care is attract- 
ing the oppressed of every land to our shores, she is called on 
by every consideration of prosperity, aud to perpetuate our libe- 
ral government, to break down, by the construction of this road, 
the mountain barrier that separates the vallies of the two oceans 
and by that means make this nation what the Genius of Liberty 
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has destined it to be,—one united family of freemen in almost 
daily intercourse from one extremity of the Union to the other. 
It is, however, in a military point of view, that the greatest ne- 
cessity exists, in the opinion of your committee, for the speedy 
construction of this road. Our great strength consists, and must, 
of necessity, continue to do so, in onr citizen-soldiers, in the 
event of a war with any foreign power; under the existing state 
of things, what would be our condition? Our possessions in 
California, New Mexico and Oregon, in fact, our whole Pacific 
coast exposed to attack; our flourishing settlements there liable 
to be. broken up, or materially injured by an opposing power; 
and no means of throwing to that point assistance under six or 
eight months, and then at an increased expense, that it is be- 
lieved, twelve months’ war with any power, would construct the 
entire road on the route proposed by the Memphis Convention. 
While with the facilities that would,be afforded by this road, 
when once completed, any number of troops and munitions of 
war could be thrown to any point of our possessions on either 
side of the mountains, with such celerity, as to secure protection 
to the persons and property of-all American citizens, whether 
situated on the shores of the Pacific, Atlantic, or among the de- 
files of the Rocky Mountains. Under this view, the construc- 
tion of this road, and that speedily too, is a matter of paramount 
importance, for, in the opinion of the committee, the motto of 
him who never erred, in relation to any interest of the United 
States of America, is peculiarly applicable here, viz: “In time 
of peace, prepare for war.” Entertaining these views, the com- 
mittee would most cheerfully respond to the action of the Na- 
tional Rail-Road Convention that met at Memphis, Tennessee, 
and earnestly recommend the resolutions adopted by that body 
to the favorable consideration and early action of the Congress 
of the United States. 

In compliance with the second proposition contained in the 
resolution, your committee herewith present a joint resolution, 
giving to the General Government the right of way for said 
road, and the resolution, also, grants to the Government of the 
U. S. every alternate section of the unappropriated lands of the 
State lying within ten miles of the road on either side of it to 
be applied by the General Government to the construction of 
said road. ‘The resolution grants the right of way through our 
State, without regard to any particular route ; this is considered 
by your committee to be a matter of vital importance; inasmuch 
as without this right granted by the Legislature, the road could 
not be constructed at all by the General Government, and, in 
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the opinion of the committee, a failure on our part to give this 
right, would prevent even a survey of the routes that have been 
proposed through our territory; for the General Government 
could not be expected to go to the necessary expense of survey- 
ing any route through any sovereign State, when that State had 
refused her the right of way through her territory for the road, 
when the route was selected. The granting by special laws of 
the Legislature is, also, following the example of the other 
State through whose territory this road has been proposed to be 
carried. The offer of each alternate section of the unappro- 
priated lands lying within ten miles of the road on each side of 
the same, it will be observed, is not to have effect, unless the 
route proposed by the Memphis Convention is selected, and the 
road constructed on that route. This ofler may appear to some 
to be too large, but, in the opinion of the committee, this objec- 
tion will vanish, when a calm and deliberate view is taken of 
the magnitude, importance, and powerful influence the construc- 
tion of this road wil! have on our State, if this route is selected. 
The mind, indeed, becomes bewildered and lost in the very 
attempt to calculate the vast increase of all the elements of pros- 
perity and greatness to which we would at once have placed 
within our power. Texas, too, occupies a position, in regard to 
this great work, that calls on her for some action that will be 
commensurate with the character of the work and its benefits.— 
If this route be selected, the road will pass through her territory 
for the distance of six hundred miles that is now unappropriated 
the greater portion of which, without the construction of this 
road, must, of necessity, remain nominally valueless to the State 
for years tocome, and the committee assume the position that 
the one-fourth of these lands would be worth more with the 
road running through them than the whole without the road, 
and this position, they believe, will not be contradicted by any. 
Again, it is objected to by some that the offer of those lands by 
Texas can have no influence on the location of that road; we 
have illustrated our position, that this offer, on our part, must have 
a material influence on that selection. Review the offer contain- 
ed in that resolution, setting forth the distance that the road will 
pass through our unappropriated lands, at two millions and five 
hundred and sixty thousand acres, in alternate sections of 640 
acres each, extend to the distance of ten miles on each side of 
the road. This land, as before stated, is well situated for settle- 
ment, and has all the advantage of water, timber, temperature of 
seasons, &c., &c., and cannot, in the opinion of the committee, 
the moment the road is located, be worth less than two dollars 
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per acre. And this, in their opinion, is below what its real value 
would be, but setting it down at that price, and we have, in 
round numbers, the offer on the part of the State, which is 
5,120,000 dollars, and sufficient to pay half the expense for the 
construction of said road through our territory. 

To assume then the position that this offer, on the part of 
Texas, can have no influence with the General Government in 
locating said road, and that, too, when the‘ronte proposed must, 
under any view of the subject, be equal, if not superior in ad- 
vantage to all the other routes that have been proposed Is to as- 
sume, that the General Government is wholly regardless of her 
finances ; and that, too, when one of the strongest ol jections 
that is urged against the undertaking of that work by that Go- 
vyernment is its cost and consequent drain of the public treasury. 

With regard to the objection raised by some, that our public 
lands are specifically appropriated by the resolutions of anuexa- 
tion for the payment of our public debt, and that the State is 
thereby prohibited from nsing or disposing of any portion of 
them until that debt is paid, your committee reply that, in their 
opinion, no such deduction can be drawn from a fair and just 
construction of those resolutions. Texas owes that debt, and is 
bound to and will pay it, butit is for her to choose how she does 
it, We admit and believe that her public domain stauds pledged 
by the resolutions above alluded to, and we contend, under that 
view of the matter, that as long as she reserves a sufficient 
amount of her lands to satisty that-debt, she will have complied 
with her moral as well as legal obligation imposed by her com- 
pact of annexation, and to maintain the position, that she is pre- 
vented by that compact from tonching any portion of those 
lands until the debt is paid, when the official records of the State 
show that she has more than three times as much as will satisfy 
her debt, is to maintain that Texas must remain as an idle and 
uninterested spectator of the advancement of the age in which 
we live, and that she must, by this course, suffer the boundless 
wealth and prosperity to herself and citizens that hes in the un- 
developed resources of her millions of public domain; when 
by a different course of policy-—a policy dictated by reason and 
supported by interest, she may, by wise legislation, reclaim at 
least a portion of her dormant wealth in those lands,-and by that 
course, continue without an interruption in ber upward course 
to prosperity, wealth and intelligence. In the opinion of the 
commitiee, such a conrse, on our part, should never be pursued, 
In regard to the public debt, they would further remark that the 
alternate sections reserved to the State by the resoiution submit- 
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ted by them will, in the event of the location of this road on that 
route, place it in the power of the State to pay that debt from the 
proceeds of these reserved sections in a much shorter period than 
she can possibly do it with all her public lands and without the 
road ; and in conclusion, the committee would observe, in reply 
to the question which has been so often asked by some, viz :— 
“What will Texas have gained, if she takes this course and the 
road is not then made 2”) That she wil] have shown to her sister 
States of the Union that she considers the construction of this 
road of vital importance to the prosperity and welfare of the 
whole mass of the citizens of this mighty Republic, if not to 
the preservation of the Union itself; aud that she having the 
means within herself, had the foresight and liberality to step for- 
ward and tender with a younger sister’s love of the family uuion 
the means of constructing the road for more than half its length 
to‘our fideral head. 

_ Entertaining these views, your committee earnestly recom- 
mend the accompanying resoluuon to the favorable consideration 
of the Senate, and they would respectfully aige that the Senate 
take early and prompt actiou on the matter. All of which is 
respectfully submitted. 

J. B. ROBERTSON, Chairman. 


A joint resolution granting the right of way to the United 
States for a Rail-Road to the Pacific Ocean ; read first time. 

Mr. Roberson, chairman of the Special committee, to whom 
were referred the several bills on apportionment, made the fol- 
lowing report: 

Comuitrer Room, December 31, 1849. 
Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The Special committee, to whom were referred the bills to 
apportion the Senators and Representatives among the several 
counti‘s of this State, have had the same under consideration, 
and a majority of the committee, that was present, instructed me 
to report a substitute for the original bills and recommend its 
adoption. Messrs. Pease and Robertson dissenting. Messrs. 
Van Derlip and Walker not present. All of which is respectful- 
ly submitted. 

Mr. Parker introduced a bill to provide for the erection of pub- 
lic buildings at the seat of Government to be located by the vote 
of the people in 1850; read first time. 

Mr. Maffett offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
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to inquire into the expediency of admitting to record in this State 
certified copies of deeds made and recorded in the State of Louis- 
iana, and report by bill or otherwise as early as practicable. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills and joint resolutions correctly en- 
grossed : 

A bill for the relief of the heirs or legal representatives of 
Wm. H. Malone, deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of the citizens of Peters’ colony, and, 

A joint resolution for the relief of Jacob Allbright. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported the following correctly enrolled : 

A joint resolution for the relief of James M. Manning ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Peter Crudden, 
deceased ; 

A joint resolution appropriating four thousand dollars for the 
compensation of the assessors and collectors of taxes for taking 
the enumeration of the inhabitants of the State for the year 
1848 ; 

A bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation to defray 
the expense incurred in publishing the proposed amendments of 
the constitution ; and, 

A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs and assignees of 
Benjamin D. Nobles, deceased. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Joint resolution for the relief*of Jacob Allbright; read third 
time, and en motion of Mr. Robertson laid.on the table until to- 
morrow. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives 
eae the Senate that the House had passed the following 

ills : 

A bill for the relief of Mary Henderson, 

_ A bill to locate permanently the county-seat of Henderson 
county. 

A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate Austin College, 
approved Nov. 1849. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Rio Grande city, which ori- 
gitiated in the Senate with amendments. 

A bill for the relief of the citizens of Peters’ colony; read third 
time. 

Mr. Walker offered to amend by adding two additional sec- 
tions, 13 and 14; adopted. : 
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On motion of Mr. Cooke, the bill was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, a bill creating the counties of Presi- 
dio, El Paso and Worth, and a bill to provide for the civil organ- 
ization of the counties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa 
Fé, were taken from the table and placed among the orders of 
the day. 

On motion of Mr, Robertson, the petition of James Hall, witt 
the report of the committee on Private Land Claims, was taker 
up and placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs or legal representatives of Wm. 
H. Malone, dec’d ; read third time and passed. 

The Senate concurred in the first amendment of the House to 
a bill to incorporate Rio Grande City. 

Mr. Portis moved to amend the second amendment of the 
House, by inserting after the word “ property” in the 12th line, 
the words “ for hire or reward ;” adopted, and amendment con- 
curred in. : 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the motion to reconsider the vote 
which rejected a bill to amend an act to prescribe the time of the 
biennial meeting of ihe Legislature of the State of Texas, was 
laid on the table. 

The Senate concurred in the amendments of the House to a 
bill creating the counties of Presidio, El Paso and Worth, and to 
the amendments to a bill to provide for the civil organization of 
the counties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa Fé. 

A message was received from the House, requesting the Senate 
to return to the House the amendments to the constitution which 
was reported to the Senate on Saturday last. 

A bill to secure to all actual settlers within the limits of the 
colony granted to Wm. S. Peters and others, commonly known 
as Peters’ colony, the lands to which they are entitled as colo- 
nists; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Cooke, referred 
to the committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, a bil] for the relief of the citizens of 
Peters’ colony, was taken up and referred to the committee on 
Public Lands. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of George W. Manie; read 
second time, and on motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the Secretary of the Senate was in- 
structed to inform the House that the amendments to the Consti- 
tution reported to the Senate on Saturday last, is not now in 
possession of the Senate, 

Mr. Portis introduced a joint resolution, declaring the office of 
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District Judge of the 11th Judicial District vacant; read first 
time. i 

Joint resolution for the relief of Benjamin F., Fry ; read second 
time, aud on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. ; 

A bill to locate permanently the county seat of Henderson 
county ; read first time. 

A bill for the reliefof Mary Henderson ; read first time. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Monumental Committee; read 
Second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Castroville; read second 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to authorize James Knight to adopt Lucinda E. Nibbs, 
daughter of Mary Beckhau, deceased, late of the county of Fort 
Bend; read and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to incorporate the Brasos, San Bernard and Oyster Creek 
Canal and Navigation Company ; read second time, aud on mo. 
tion of Mr. Robertson referred to the committee on Internal lm- 
provements. 

A bill supplementary to an act incorporating the Western 
Texas Orphan Asylum; read and ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill to reserve to every family in this State certain property 
therein specified, and to exempt the same from forced sale under 
execution or otherwise, together with the report of the Judiciary 
committee thereon, recommending that it be laid on the table, was 
read and report adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the bill was referred to a Select com- 
mittee of three. 

Messrs. Portis, Grimes and Van Derlip were appointed said 
committee. 

A bill concerning lands aeqnired by aliens, together with the 
report of the Judiciary committee, offering amendments thereto, 
was read : amendments adopted, and on motiou of Mr. Latimer, 
bill laid upon the table, ` 

A bill to provide for the-incorporation of charitable, benevo- 
lent and seientific companies or societies, together with the report 
of the committee on the Judiciary, offering amendments thereto, 
was read, amendments adopted, aud bill ordered to be engrossed, 


CommirTEeEr Room, December 29, 1849. 
Lo the President of the Senate: 


The committee on the- Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act to provide for the incorporation of 
charitable, benevolent and scientific companies or societies, have 
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examined it; a majority of said committee have instructed me 
to report the following amendments thereto, to wit : 

Sec. Ist, in the 13th line, strke out “for record,” and insert 
tand recorded.” 

Sec. 2d, in the Ist line after the word “ filing” insert “and re- 
cording as,” 

Sec. 6th, in the 4th line, strike out “for record,” and insert 
“and have recorded.” 

And recommend their adoption and the passage of the bill 


when so amended. 
i B. RUSH WALLACE, 
One of the Committee. 


A bill for the relief of James E. Edmiston; read second time 
and ordered to be engrossed. i 

.A message was received from the House of Representatives, 

informing the Senate that the House refnsed to adopt- the sub- 
stitute of the Senate for a bill to amend the 6th, 7th and 9th sec- 
tions of an act authorizing and requiring the county courts to 
regulate roads, appoint overscers, &c., approved March 15, 1846, 
and had appointed Messrs. Fields, Stapp and Lloyd a committee 
of conference, on the part of the House, and reqnested that a 
like committee he appointed, on the part of the Senate. 

Messrs, Moffett, Gage and Brashear were appointed a commit- 
ttee, on the part of the Senate. 

A bill for the relief of John Neill, together with the report of 
the committee on Private Land Claims offering a substittite there- 
for, was read, and substitute adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the bill was laid on the table un- 
til to-morrow. 

A bill declaring Bear Creek in Sabine county to be a navigable 
stream ; read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of James G. Norvell; read second time 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Phillips moved to adjourn ; lost. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issne a head-right certificate, first class, for one Jeague and 
labor of land to John Boyd, assignee, of Geo. W. Mead ; read 
second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Portis introduced a bill to alter the time of holding the 
courts in the First Judicial District; read first time. 

Mr. Cooke moved to adjourn until Wednesday ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned. 
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Tuespay, 9 o’clock, a. m., January 1, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present :—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, 
Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker 
and Wallace. l 

Prayer by the Chaplain. The journals of yesterday were 
Tead and adopted. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill to amend the first section of an act 
entitled an act to create the county of Anderson, approved March 
24th, 1846, reported the same back to the Senate, without amend- 
ment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a bill requiring the election of county treasurers by 
the people, reported the same back to the Senate, with the fol- 
lowing amendments, viz: 

Sec, 1, line 10, strike out “and whose duty it,” and insert 
s who.” 

Substitute for 3d section : 

“ Be it further enacted, That the county treasurers of the 
several counties of this State shall, before entering upon the 
duties of their offices, take the oath prescribed by law for all-pub- 
lic officers, and shall enter into bond in such sum, not less than 
two thousand dollars, and with such security as the county court 
shall direct.” 

Mr. Portis, chairman of the Special committee, to whom was 
referred a bill to reserve to every family, in this State, certain 
property therein specified, and to exempt the same from forced 
sale under execution or otherwise, reported a substitute for the 
same and recommended its adoption. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Eingrossed Bills, 
made.the following report : 


CommrTTEE Room, January 1, 1850. 


To the Hon. John A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the follow- 
ing, and find them correctly engrossed, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of Samuel G. Norvell ; a bill declaring 
Bear Creek, in Sabine connty, a navigable stream ; a bill to'be 
entitled an act supplementary to an act to incorporate the West- 
ern ‘Texas Orphan Asylum, approved March the 16th, 1848; a 
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bill to provide for the incorporation of charitable, benevolent 
and scientific companies or societies; au act to authorize the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue a head-right 
certificate, first class, for one league and labor of land to John 
Boyd, assignee of George W. Mead; a bill requiring the Ad- 

jutant General to issue a “bounty warrant to James E. Edmiston 
for three hundred and twenty acres, and the Comptroller of -Pub- 
lic Accounts to audit his claim for twelve months? pay as a- pris 
vate in the army of Texas; a resolution requiring all the taxes’ 
coming to the State from the people of Jasper county for the 
year 1850, to be appropriated to the building of a court-housa, 
and jail for said county. 

Mr. Pease introduced a bill to authorize the Governor to em- 
ploy some person to perform the duties of the office of Attorney 
General, while the office may be vacant; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the rule was suspended—-bill read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. _ 

Mr. McRae introduced a bill authorizing sheriffs to charge 
mileage for executing process ; read first time. 

Mr. Burleson, chairman of the committee on Military Affairs, 
to whom was referred a joint resolution for the relief of David 
F. Webb, reported the same back to the Senate and asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the same, 

On motion of Mr. Portis, Mr. Robertson was _ added to the 
Joint committee appointed to examine the offices of Treasurer 
and Comptroller, 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported that the following bills had been presented to the Gover- 
nor for his approval, on the 31st day of December, 1849, viz: 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issuea patent to Robert W. Latimer for 640 
acres of land; 

A bill to incorporate the President and Directors of the Gua- 
dalupe High School Association ; 

A bill to establish the Eleventh Judicial District of the State ; 

A bill defining the boundary ot the county of Santa Fe ; and, 

A joint resolution granting further time for the payment of 
government dues and the return of field notes, 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate the Western 
Texas Orphan Asylum, approved March 16th, 1848; read third 
time and passed by the following vote : 
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Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Latimer, McRae, 
Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Truit, Van 
Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—17. 

Nays: None. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel G. Norvell; read third time 
and passed. 

Joint resolution requiring all the taxes coming to the State 
from the people of Jasper county for the year 1850, to be appro- 
priated to the building of a court-house and jail for said county ; 
read, and, on motion of Mr. McRea, laid on the table. 

A bill to provide for the incorporation of charitable, benevo- 
lent and scientific companies or societies; read third time and 

assed. 
P A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land OF 
fice to issue a head-right certificate, first class, for one league 
and labor of land to John Boyd, assignee of George W. Mead ; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill declaring Bear Creek, in Sabine county, a navigable 
stream ; read third time and passed. 

A bill requiring the Adjutant General to issue a bounty war- 
rant to James E. Edmiston for three hundred and twenty acres 
of land, and the Comptroller of Public Accounts to audit his 
claim for twelve months’ pay as a private in the army of Texas; 
read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Jacob Allbright; read third 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Pease, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. Pease presented the petition of Wiley Marshall; which 
was, on motion of Mr. Pease, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, without reading. > 

À message was ‘received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed a bill to regu- 
late ferries, originating in the Senate, with amendments ; 

Also, that the House had passed the following bills, viz: 

A bill to authorize the county court of Harrison county to 
have record book B of bonds, deeds, mortgages and other instru- 
ments of writing, now in the county clerk’s ouive of said county, 
transcribed ; 

A bi'l for the relief of persons therein named. ; 

A bill to amend an act to create the county of Webb, approyv- 
ed January 28, 1848 ; 

A bill changing the name of George North to George Doiig- 
lass Bigelow; 

A bill to create the county of Kinney; “and, 
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Joint resolution, relative to the removal of obstructions to the 
navigation of Red River. 

Mr. Cooke, from the committee on County Boundaries, to 
whom was referred a bill to establish permanently the seat of 
justice of Leon county, reported the same back to the Senate, 
with an additional section, and recommended the passage of the 
same. 

A bill to authorize James Knight to adopt Lucinda E. Nibbs, 
daughter of Mary Beckham, deceased, Jate of the county of Fort 
Bend ; read third time and passed. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, re- 
ported as correctly enrolled : 

Joint resolution authorizing the procurement of a slab of 
native marble of the required dimensions to be placed in the 
national monument, being built in the city of Washington ; and, 

A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate the Austin Col- 
lege, approved November, 1849. 

The report of, the Select committee offering a substitute for 
the several bills on apportionment was read. ° 

Mr. Portis moved to lay the substitute of the Select committee 
on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, a call of the Senate was had. 

The Senate being full, with the exception of Mr. Taylor, Mr. 
Moffett moved that Mr. Taylor be excused from attendance until 
to-morrow ; upon which the yeas and nays were called, and 
stood thus : 

Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Truit, Van 
Derlip and Ward—15. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Parker, Robertson, Walker and 
Wallace—6; motion carried, ‘and Mr. Taylor excused. 

The yeas and nays were then called on Mr. Portis’ motion to 
lay the substitute on the table, and stood as follows: 

Yeas : Messrs, Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Grimes, Kin- 
ney, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis and Van Derlip—12. 

Nays: Messrs. Gage, Hart, Latimer, Parker, Robertson, Truit, 
Ward, Walker and Wallace—9 : motion carried, and substitute 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Portis moved to take up the bill apportioning Senators 
and Representatives reported by the joint select committee, to- 
gether with the substitute offered for the same by Mr. Wallace ; 

carried. 

The yeas and nays were then called on the adoption of Mr. 
Wallace’s substitute, and stood thus’: 

x 
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Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Latimer, McRae, Parker, Robert- 
son, Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace —10. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Grimes, Hart, Kin- 
ney, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis agd» Van Derlip—11 ; sub- 
stitute rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the bill was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the apportionment bill from the 
House was taken up and read. 

Mr. Wallace offered a substitute, fixing the Representatives at 
52, and Senators at 21, for the bill. . 

Mr. Latimer offered the bill reported by the Select committee 
of the Senate as a substitute for Mr. Wallace’s substitute ; upon 
which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus : 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Hart, Latimer, Parker, Robert- 
son, Ward, Walker and Wallace— 9. : 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Grimes, Kinney, 
McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Truit and Van Derlip— 
12; rejected. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the substitute 
offered by Mr. Wallace. ‘The yeas and nays being called, stood 
as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Latimer, Parker, Robertson, Ward, Walk- 
er and Wallace—7. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Truit and Van 
Derlip—14; rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the 17th Representative District was 

‘amended by striking out “Kaufman,” and inserting “ Van 
Zandt.” 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the 18th Representative District was 
amended by striking out “ Van Zandt,” and inserting “ Kauf- 
man.” 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, “ Refugio and San Patricio” were 
stricken out of the 50th Representative District and added to the 
53d District. , 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, “ Refugio” was stricken out of the 
23d Senatorial District and added to the 25th District. 

Mr. Wallace moved to strike out the enacting clause; upon 
which the yeas and nays were called, and stood as follows; 

Yeas: Messrs. Parker, Walker and Wallace—3. 

Nays :—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, 
Portis, Robertson, Truit, Van Derlip and Ward—18; lost, 
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Mr. Walker moved to refer the bill to the committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections ; lost. 

Mr. Cooke moved to amend by striking out- Limestone” from 
the 6th Senatorial District, and inserting it in the 14th District ; 
rejected. 

The yeas and nays were then called on passing the bill to its 
third reading, and were as follows : 

Yeas : Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Truit and Van 
Derlip—14. . 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Latimer, Parker, Robertson, Ward, 
Walker and Walker—7. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the Senate adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY, 9 o'clock A.-m., January 2, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators, 
present :-—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffet:, Parker, Pease, 
Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, 
Walker and Wallace. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. The Journals of yesterday were 
read and adopted. 

Mr. Robertson presented the petition of Daniel Munroe; on 
motion of Mr. Robertson, referred to the committee on Public 
Lands, without reading. 

Mr. Wallace, from the committee on Public Lands, to whom 
was referred the petition of Burwell J. Thompson for the heirs 
of Patsey Lewis, deceased, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Patsey Lewis, deceased ; read first time. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to authorize the Governor to employ 
some person to perform the duties of Attorney General, whenever 
the office may be vacant, returned the same to the Senate and 
recommended ifs passage. 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, to whom was referred a 
joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our Re- 
presentatives in Congress to endeavor to secure the passage of a 
law requiring the United States District Court for the District of 
Texas to be held at more places than once, reported the same 
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Dack to the Senate, with an amendment, and recommended its 
passage : ~ 

Amendment—In the Ist section, strike out the words “ Austin 
in the county of Travis,” and insert “Corpus Christi in the 
county of Nueces.” 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
a bill supplementary to an act creating fees of office, approved 
March 20, 1848, reported the same back to the Senate, with the 
following amendments, and, recommended their adoption and the 
passage of the bill : 

Amendmenis. 

Sec. Ist, 4th line, strike out the words “ the Spanish language,” 
and insert “a foreign language.” 

dth line, strike out “ forty,” and insert “twenty-five.” 

5th line, strike out the words “the Spanish language,” and 
insert “a foreign language.” 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made 
the following report : 

ComMITTEE Room, January 2, 1850. 
To the Hon. John A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a joint re- 
solution making an appropriation for the relief and education of 
Angeline Elizabeth Dickinson, have given to the subject due 
deliberation, aud instructed me to report that, in the opinion of 
your committee, no great necessity exists tor making the appro- 
priation contemplated by the bill. 

That she is the daughter of one of the heroes who fell in the 
cause of ‘Texas Independence is admissible, and as such she, as 
well as many others: is chtitled to the sympathies of the whole 
people of Texas, many orphans were left in a more forlorn and 
dependent state than the one this bill is intended to relieve. 

If the finances of the State were in a condition to give a pen- 
sion to all who rendered importaut service, or to the heirs of 
those who were killed, then would your committee treat this bill 
with more favor, but as this is not the situation of our treasury, 
and as the subject of this relief does not appear to bein a dis- 
tressed situation, ont rather the reverse, being a young lady of 
some fifteen years of age, entitled to the estate of her father, 
which consists of more than five thousand acres of land. 

With these views, your committee ask leave to return the hill 
and recommend that no further action be had thereon. 

JESSE GRIMES, Chairman. 

Mr. Brashear made the following report : 
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Committe Room, January 2, 1850. 
To the Hon. John A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 

The joint Select committee, raised under the resolution passed 
by the Legislature, on whom was conferred the power of exam- 
ining the Penitentiary and reporting upon the qualities, kinds, 
quantities, fitness, etc., have performed the duty and ask to make 
the following report : 

Ist. Quantities of materials purchased for the erection of the 
Penitentiary up to the 30th September, 1849 ; also, quantities re- 
ceived from the 30th September to 17th December, 1849, and the 
quantities now on hand. 


Kinds, Qualities. Cost Quantity Quality. Value. 
on hand, > 
Bricks, 769,744 pr. m. $7 50 $5,772 17 300,000 
Lime, bbl. 655} pr.bbl. 252 "7,66599 _ 100 


Iron, bar lb. 17,9904  pr.lb. 5 75 1,038 96 


Tron, sheet L7tt prib 6 25 108 81 1,741 00 
Nails, lb. 1,000 6 05 60 50 900 00 
Lumber, feet 58,4885  pr.feet 2 88 1,684 48 36 000 
White lead, kegs 19 pr. keg 2 25 41 75 14 
Painter’s oil, gal. 40 — pr. gal. 80 32 09 10 
Roofing tin, box. 27. pr. box 9 00 243 00 27 
Cut stone, cu. f. 121 pr. feet 50 to 75 65 75 121 


Bricks delivered 
30, Sept. 749. 87,000 pr. m. 7 00 609 00 


Total $11,322 41 

The committee find upon examination, the proposals pnblished 
inthe Banner and-the bids filed in the superintendent’s office, that 
the bricks were to be of certain dimensions, viz: 24, 44 by 9 in- 
ches when moulded, and to be hard burnt. It was, however, 
subsequently determined by the Commissioners to take 35,000 
soft bricks for the interior of the walls at $6 per thousand. This 
is one third less than the original contract with Mr. Stamps for 
hard burnt bricks, and fifty cents less than Mr. Gillespie’s con- 
tract for hard burnt bricks measuring 24 and 4 by 8 inches; by 
some oversight or inadvertency in drawing the contract with Mr. 
Stamps, although the Commissioners presumed they were con- 
tracting for bricks at $7 50 cts. per thousand, yet it was drawn 
for somany cubic inches, each brick of 24 and 44 by 9 inches be- 
ing presumed to contain seventy-two cubic inches; but by a more 
correct calculation and measurement, it was found to contain 
one hundred and one cubic inches. Thiserror in computation in- 
creased the contract to nine dollars per thousand, which gave 
him some $500 more than he was entitled to, had it been pro- 
perly understood. & 
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Although the impression has gone abroad that a reckless dis- 
regard for the public weal, and that a wasteful extravagance char- 
acterized every contract of the Commissioners, the committee is 
pleased to state with the exception of the above error, the con- 
tracts seem to have been made on as reasonable terms as possible, 
when compared with the bidson file, which range between seven 
and ten dollars per thousand. M 


Qualities, Fitness and Worth of Materials. 


The bricks are not merchantable, and in the estimation of the 
committee three-fifths of their cost would be a full valuation.— 
The lime is geod, but the mortar made from it is very defective 
in adhesive or cementing qualities cwing to its admixture with 
too great a quantity of inferiorsand. This is the condition of the 
hundred barrels on hand. There is better sand in the vicinity, 
which with a greater proportion of lime would make an excellant 
cement. ‘The timber used in the building is principally of pine 
from the surrounding country, and consequently of an inferior 
quality, where the proper attention is not paid to its selection, 
which was evidently the case in purchasing it for the Penitentia- 
ry. The door frames of the cells are of oak, and seem well 
adapted to the purpose. 

The other materials (Iron, Nails, etc.,) enumerated in the tabte 
of kinds are such as are usually offered for sale by the mercantile 
community, hence, we rate them good and fair. 


How far the Penitentiary can be used as a prison for convicts. 

In its present condition if is totally unfit for the safe keeping 
of convicts. There are eighty-six cells and two dungeons in a 
three story building which is now being surrounded by an outer 
wall three feet thick, (at present not morethan an average height 
ofseven feet,) to be raised as high as the inner three stories, upon 
which a roof is to be placed covering the entire building. ‘The 
cells are without floors or locks. 

A wooden jail in the yard is the only place on the premises 
used for the safe keeping of convicts. This facility for the keep- 
ing of prisoners will, with the addition of a few more recruits, 
fall short ofthe necessary accommodations essential. to their com- 
fort and health. 

. Without constructing some other portion of the pian of the in- 
stitution, than that which is now being raised it will essentially 
fail in the purposes for which it was designed, for it offers neither 
facility for working or the hope of great secnrity, so long as the 
outer wall is neglected; without this wall around the yard as a 
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barrier every thing must be done immediately under the eyes of 
guards, whose services will overbalance the labor of the convicts. 


What amount of monty will be required to complete the Pen- 
itentiary House and walls severally with the materials 
on hand. 


It is estimated with the material on hand that $1,200 will 
complete the building now in progress, including masonry and 
wood-work, and that the additional sum of $241 87 will be 
ample to put on the tin roof, total $1,441 87. The estimate for 
building, superintendents, store houseand hospital, to be included 
in the same building (five rooms on the lower and five on the 
upper floor) is as follows : 


~ Cubic Feet of Masonry, 18,242 

Number of Brick, 310,080 
Cost at $7. per thousand, $2,170 56 
Lime, 1,032 00 
Mason Work, 620 00 
Attendance, 300 00 
Sand etc., 100 00 
Lumber, Carpentet’s work and Plastering, 2,000 00 
Miscellaneous items, ; 500 00 
Officer’s rooms over wagon way into the yard, 1,000 00 
Total, $8 722 56 


To complete the above building it will be necessary for the 
State to purchase 310,080 bricks, 300 barrels of lime and 13 
boxes till, ata cost of $3,319 56. 

If the committee is to understand by the enquiry “what amount 
of money will be required to complete the Penitentiary House 
and wall,” as laid down in the plan accompanying the report of 
the Commissioners to the present Legislature, it will materially 
change*the above estimate, the only data upon which the com- 
mitt@é can properly base an estimate, is to compare the prospec- 
tivepart of the plan with that already far advanced, which does 
not*émbrace more than one sixth of the work and materials that 
wilf’be required to complete the building. Hence, as the cost of 
the present building is estimated at $20,067 93, it is not unreas- 
onablé, including unforeseen contingencies, to estimate the cost of 
the’entire plan at $120,000. If the cost of the present building, 
superintendent’s house and accompanying rooms is only requir- 
ed, it is $28,790 49. Ifthose buildings and the wall surround- 
ing the area of three hundred feet square $42,339 99, 
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It will be necessary for the-State to purchase for the comple- 
tion of the+ Penitentiary according to the plan submitted to the 
Legislature, to complete the wall around the area of three hun- 
dred feet square, it will require about 1,000,000 bricks; for walls 
around cells, and that which is to form the front of work shops 
next the yard 300,000 brick; the two additional rows of cells 
will also requre about 250,000 more, total number required 1,550- 
000, at $7 per thousand, $10,850 ; 1200 barrels of lime, at $4 
per barrel, including freight, $4,800; 70,000 feet of lumber $1,- 
700 ; 20,000 Ibs. iron $1,200; 60 boxes tin, at $9 per box $540. 

The sills laid on the building to form the top of the third story 
of cells indicates evident signs of decay, and, in the opinion of 
the committee, should be sheltered as soon as practicable. The 
timber ın the yard should be used immediately in the construc- 
tion of the building,-or protected from the weather. 


Which is the cheapest eovering, metal, wood or slate for the 
Penitentiary, and the cost of each material. 


The Commissioners deeming tin the cheapest covering have 
purchased twenty-seven boxes, which it is thought will with the 
thirteen additional boxes ordered, -be sufficient to cover the pre- 
sent building and superintendent’s house. It is estimated that a 
tin roof well painted will last fifty years, the cost of tin and roof- 
ing is estimated at $1,500; wood will be quite as expensive, and 
will not last more than twelve years; slate, including freight, will 
be very expensive and is thought not to answerso well the pur- 
pose as tin. Had the Commissioners adhered to the proposals 
and contracts for hard burnt brick, without regard to the interest 
of contract ors, the building would have been much more valna- 
ble to the State and the escape of convicts rendered much more 


difficult. 


'To test the strength of the walls one of the committee with a 
common pocket knife, the blade of which is about twoand a half 
inches in Jength, took from a portion of the wall four or five 
brick in a few minutes, which induced the committee to believe 
in a very short time with the same instrument a hole sufficiently 
large for a man to pass through might have been made. This 
` experiment was made on the partition wall of the lower cells, by 
breaking which the prisoner would not have accomplished much, 
because surrounded by the lattice ofiron interwoven with the 
brick and mortar in the outer walls which we deem strong.— 
The onter walls of the second and third stories will not, how- 
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ever, present the same barriers and consequently could be pierced 
with the same facility as the partition wall of the lower cells. * 

The doors of the cells are composed of a lattice of iron bats 
riveted at each crossing of the bars, apparently very securely and 
attached to iron bars, which passes eight or fine inches between 
the brick walls and facings of the door, to which they are attached 
by spikes, thence passing at right angles eighteen inches into the 
walls so as to forbid the ideaof wrenching them from their fasten- 
ings without considerable difficulty. 

The removal of the bricks near the hinges would be attended 
with much labor owing to the lattice of iron bars. The difficulty 
in the upper stories, in the absence of the lattice of iron bars 
would be trifling, when compared with thelower. The commit- 
tee believe it would be prudent at present only to complete some 
fifteen or twenty of the cells, as it is presumable a greater ñum- 
ber will not be in requisition during the next seven or eight 
months, At the end of this time the convicts can complete them, 
as they may be needed, which will not only be a saving of money 
to the State, but in part carrying out the original intention of the 
Legislature. - s 

But one cell is complete, which was intended it is presumed as 
a specimen ; in constructing the floor of this, the ground was le- 
velled upon which one layer of brick was placed and sand thro wn 
upon them to fill the intermediate spaces, as is usual in paving 
streets; this mode of flooring is unsafe as the bricks are too easily 
removed. It would be much the safer way to put two or three 
layers of brick, pouring a sufficiency of cement to fill the inter- 
mediate spaces of each layer, which will impart a solidity to the 
floor, as moisture is its element; whereas, mortar of lime requires 
a dry position to give it the desired firmness. This fact was fully 
demonstrated to the committee in the removal of bricks under the 
door way, to ascertain if iron bars had been interwoven with the 
brick and mortar below the surface of the ground as well as above. 
Here the mortar had absorbed a sufficiency of water,’ (although 
this portion of the wall was laid during last summer) to render it 
almost as softas when the bricks were laid in it. 

The cement would not only render the flooring as strong as the 
wall, but possesses the additional advantage of precluding mois- 
ture. It will also be advisable to cement the walls of the lower 
cells, as it will preclude dampness, which will be conducive to ute 
health of the convicts. 

Whenever the interest of the institution demands the comple- 
tion of the cells in the second and third stories, we deem it neces- 
sary for the safe keeping of the prisoners, that the inner sides of 
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the cells should be lined with good heart oak, tongued and grooved 
so as to preclude any intermeddling with the walls. The com- 
mittee would suggest the propriety of laying the foundation of the 
balance of the walls, to extend about two feet above the ground in 
cement, as itis much better adapted to this purpose than lime. It 
very readily assumes the firmness of the best brick, as it is so ten- 
acious that the parts cannot be detached without great difficulty. 
This is not the character of lime, which dries slowly and is sub- 
ject to be weakened by every exposure to water. The cement 
costs but little more than lime, while the additional outlay will 
amply remunerate the State in the additional strength which it 
will impart to the building. 

The Venetian frames in front of the building has a happy ef- 
fect in dispelling the gloem which our ideas are so apt to asso- 
ciate with this fit receptacle of degenerate man; but while it imparts 
a pleasing aspect, it affords to the friends of its unfortunate in- 
mates the equal pleasing hope of as speedy escape from its hate- 
ful cells. These frames are about six by four feet with a wall 
three feet thick behind them, with the exception of a space of 
some two feet square, behind which is a coarse iron grating placed 
some twelve feet from, and most immediately in front of the doors 
of the cells. The slats of wood which compose the blinds could 
be easily and silently removed with a knife, which would open an 
easy communication for the conveyance of tools through the doors 
to the prisoners, without extraordinary vigilance on the part ofthe 
guards. It is evident that the present building, although it pre- 
sents to the spectator a specimen of neat workmanship; is too 
weak upon close inspection to carry with it the idea of great se- 
curity, unless attended by a strong and vigilant guard. 

We are not unapprized of the fact that convicts are almost daily 
escaping from confinement out of the various prisons of the Union, 
many of them much stronger than that now being erected at 
Huntsville, and doubtless guarded as vigilantly as this will be. 

The sectirest building is that which offers tne fewest induce- 
ments for escape, for the moment a weak point presents itself, not 
only the ingenuity of the inmates, but that of their associates and 
friends is taxed to its uttermost, to render it subservient to their 
ends, and how watchful soever the guards may be, sooner or later 
their vigilance will be eluded ; in proportion to the weakness of 
the walls, is the necessity of employing additional guards. 

A partof the land belonging to the Penitentiary kas been stripped 
of its timber to aid in its construction; which renders it valueless 
to that institution; itis therefore recommended that the Commis- 
sioners be empowered to sell it to the best advantage and buy 
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with the proceeds such land as may be useful in supplying tim- 
ber for its future construction. ` 

It is desired that some less expensive mode of conveying pris- 
oners to the Penitentiary should be adopted than that by sheriffs 
and guards. The conveyance of those convicts now in confine- 
ment has been at-an average expense of seventy-three dollars; a 
cheaper and better mode would be for the sheriff of a county hav- 
ing a convict to notify the superintendant of the fact, and he be 
authorized upon the reception of such notice to dispatch a por- 
tion of the guards to escort the prisoner to his destination. 'The 
guards will be provided with a ball and chain and other means of 
confinement to prevent escape. This mode of conveyance has 
been adopted in the other States and found not only to work well, 
but a considerable saving to the respective institutions. 

The Commissioners entertain the opinion that a law should be 
passed authorizing the convicts to work at such trades as will be 
most profitable to the State. It is stated, with this privilege, that 
when thirty are received the institution will support itself. The 
committee, however, is strongly impressed with the belief that the 
labor of convicts should not be brought directly in competition 
with the honest industry of the country. It has a tendency to 
diminish prices, which is the sole incentive to industry and de- 
grade the mechanical operations of every portion of the commu- 
nity with which it conflicts. The history ofthe past clearly de- 
monstrates that trades of every description lingers in obscurity as 
long as the occupation is considered degrading. It was suggested 
to the committee while at the Penitentiary, that the State should 
send arms to it, for its protection if the convicts should ber ome 
rebellious. 

i | L W. BRASHEAR, 
JOHN SHEA, 
WILLIAM E. CRUMP of 
Austin County. 


*The undersigned does not subscribe to the idea that convicts 
could as easily escape as is set forth in the foregoing report. 
I. W. BRASHEAR. 
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Mr. Pease made the following report :- 
CommiTTese Room, January 2, 1850. 
T'o the Honorable Jonn A. GREER, 
President of the Senate, and 
Hon. ©. G. KEENAN, 7 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The joint select committee, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Levi Jones, on the subject of a Rail-Road from some 
point on the Bay of Matagorda to such point on the Rio Grande 
near | Paso del Norte as may be found most eligible for the 
construction of a continuous rail-way to the Pacific Ocean, at or 
near San Diego, have had the same under consideration. 

The advantages that would accrue to our State from the con- . 
struction of such a road, must be apparent to every one. The 
committee believe the work proposed to be perfectly practicable, 
and that every inducement should be offered for individual capi- 
tal and enterprise to undertake and accomplish it. The memo- 
rialist solicits no pecuniary aid from the State, aud asks from us 
no exclusive privileges. He simply wishes an act of incorpora- 
tion, with the usual powers conferred on similar companies ; and 
the committee can perceive no objection to granting the prayer 
of the memorialist, 

They present*herewith an act to esfablish the La Salle and 
El Paso Rail-way Company which has been drawn up, in accor- 
dance with the wishes of the memorialist, and they recommend 
it to the favorable consideration of the two Houses of the Legis- 
lature. E. M. PEASE, 

Chairman, on the part of the Senate. 
l H. P. BEE, 
Chairman, on the part of the House. 

A bill to establish the La Salle and El Paso Rail-way Com- 
pany ; read first time. 

Mr. Cooke, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, made the following report : 

CommirrrsE Room, January 2, 1850. 
To the Hon. John A. Greer, 
President of the Senate : 

The committee on Claims and Accounts have had under con- 
sideration the petition of Fernando De Leon asking for the al- 
lowance of an account for property taken for the use of the 
Texan Government. 

The written evidence referred with the petition is herewith 
returned to the Senate for their consideration. ‘The committee 
have had before them several persons whose testimony fully sus- 
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tains the documentary evidence that Gen. Rusk, commanding 
the Texian troops, in 1836, took possession of De Leon’s rancho, 
together with all the stock; that De Leon surrendered the stock 
for the use of the army, and that the army subsisted on the cattle 
for a long time. It, also, appears, that De Leon was sent off to 
New Orleans, and that by the order of the commanding General 
the stock that was not used, was driven off east of the Colorado 
river to prevent it from falling into the hands of the enemy. 

The exact amount of stock actually used by the army does 
not fully appear. The evidence is sufficient to show that the 
amount used and driven off by the command of Gen. Rusk would 
probably exceed the amount charged. Your committee are satis- 
fied that no portion of it was ever recovered by De Leon, and 
that, in justice and equity, the Government ought to respond to 
the party for the amount they actually took in charge, when they 
took possession of his rancho, and placed a company there in 
charge of the property. The claim has been standing some 
fourteen years, without accumulating interest, and in the mean- 
time the party has been reduced to “poverty by the loss of his 
property. In view of these facts, a majority of your committee 
have instructed me to report a bill authorizing the Comptroller 
to audit the claim for stock, thai the same may stand as an ac- 
knowledged debt against the State, that accrued under the late 
Republic of Texus. The claim for goods taken from Hannah 
Elizabeth has not been established by proof sufficiently satisfac- 
tory to the minds of your committee to justify them in recom- 
mending its approval. Time may disclose more facts, relative to 
this matter, and the present bill is reported; without prejudice to 
this claim. 


WILDS K. COOKE, Chairman. 


A bill requiring the Comptroller to audit the claim of Fernando 
De Leon for cattle, horses and mules furnished the army of 
Texas in the years 1835 and 1836; read first time. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Cane made the following report : 

Comair TEE Room, January 2, 1550, 
To the Honorable President of the Senate : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a bill for the relief of Washington H. Secrest, have had the same 
under consideration, and would respectfully report that this claim 
is one of peculiar merit—the records of the country show that 
Mr. Secrest was an active and efficient participator in the struggle 
of the Republic of Texas from the earliest dawn of her revelu- 
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tion for independence till its final consummation ; and the parole 
proof adduced before the committee establish the fact: he per- 
formed deeds of chivalrous daring on more than one battle-field, 
during the darkest hours of that struggle, and that he has re- 
mained in the country up to the present time and performed all 

the duties required of him as a citizen; he, in obedience to law, 

applied to the board of Land Commissioners, made the required 

proof and obtained his certificate for his head-right league of- 
land ; and the travelling board of Land Commissioners subse- 
quently appointed by the Congress of the Republic, from some 
cause, failed to recommend his certificate for patent, in which con- 
dition the matter was left until the annexation of Texas. The 
committee have examihed the constitutional question, and be- 
lieve that the Legislature have the unrestricted night to grant cer- 
tificates, whenever the petitioner presents a meritorious claim. 
If there is any case in which the Legislature should grant relief, 
surely this is such. The services of the petitioner were known 
to many members of the Senate, and has become a part of ihe 
history of the conntry. The surveyor, in whose hands his cer- 
tificate was placed, was killed by the Indians ; and the petitioner 
had no knowledge, nor could he have presumed that the travel- 
ing board of Land Commissioners would fail to recommend his 
certificate. Two of the board and the two who acted upon 
claims, were captains in the army with him; and Capt. Billingsly 
served with the petitioner during the greater part of the war.— 
Considering-these facts, a majority of the committee have instruct- 
ed me to report the bill referred to them back to the Senate and 


recommend its passage. 
J. B. ROBERTSON, Chairman. 


Mr. Robertson. from the same committee, to whom were re- 
ferred a bill for the relief of the heirs of George W. Manie; a 
joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of William Mock ford ; 
and a joint resolution for the relief of Benjamin F. Fry, reported - 
the same back to the Senate, without amendments, and recom- 
mended their passuge. 

Mr. Robertson, from the same committee, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Wiley Marshall, reported a bill to anthorize 
and require the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 
issue a certificate to Wiley Marshall for 320 aeres of land; read 
first time. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred a joint resolution for the relief of John Balch, 
reported that the resolution involved a constitutional question 
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upon which the committee were unable to agree, and returned 
the same to the Senate for their action. 

Mr. Van Derlip introduced a bill supplementary to an act de- ” 
fining the duties of District Attorneys; read first time. 

Mr. Walker introduced a bill to authorize and require the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue patents for 
land on surveys made in Peters’ colony ; read first time. 

Mr. Phillips introduced a bill to authorize Mrs. Julia Stanton 
to take the guardianshlp of William Ewing Stanton, and a bill 
to authorize the withdrawal, from the General Land Office, of 
deeds issued on paper of the second seal; which were read first 
time. = 

Mr. Robertson made the following report: 

CommITTEE Room, January 2, 1850. 
To the Honorable President of the Senate: 

The committee of conference, on the amendment offered by 
the Senate, and refused by the House, to a joint resolution pro- 
viding for the mutua! surrender of persons therein mentioned 
by the Governments of the United States and Mexico, have met, 
and after due examination and free conference, have instructed 
us to recommend that the House concur in the amendment of 
the Senate. Ali of which is respectfully submitted. 

i J..B. ROBERTSON, 
Chairman, on the part of the Senate. 

H. P. BEE, 
Chairman, on the part of the House. 

Qn motion of Mr. Portis, the report was laid on the table. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Portis, a joint resolution for the relief of the 
citizens of Jasper county was taken up and read, ` 

Mr. Portis offered the fo'lowing amendment: Insert in the 
10th line after the word “ fifty” the following: “ except the 10 per 
cent. reserved by the constitution for educational purposes which 
shall be paid into the State Treasury as heretofore”; adopted. 

The resolution was then passed by the following vote: 

Yeas : Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Kinney, McRae, 
Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip and 
Wallace—14. 

Nays: Messrs. Grimes, Hart, Latimer and Pease—4. 

A bill to quiet the land titles, in certain portions of Texas, of 
those claiming lands under titles issued to colonists, actual set- 
tlers, or resident citizens before the act of the late consultation 
closing the Land Office in November, 1835, under the coloniza- 
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tion laws of the Government of Mexico and the State of Coahuila 
and Texas, as head-rights of families and to single men, when 
the title issued for one league and labor of land or less; read. 

Mr. Wallace offered the “following amendment: 

IstSec., strike out all after “ for” in the 4th line, and insert 
“ one leagneand labor of land or less issued to colonists, actual set- 
tlers and resident citizens as head-rights to heads of families and 
single men, in accordanceNwith the provisions of the coloniza- 
tion laws of the Government of Mexico or the State of Coahuila 
and Texas before the act of the late consultation in November, 
1835, closing the Land Office.” 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the Senate adjourned until 3 
o'clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P, M» 


The Senate was called to order—quorum present. 

The question before the Senate was the adoption of the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Wallace. 

Mr. Parker moved to lay the bill and amendment on the table 
and make it the special order of the day for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, a call of the Senate was had; the 
Senate being full, the call was suspended. 

The yeas and nays were called on laying the bill on the table, 
and stood as follows: 

Yeas : Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Hart, Latimer, Mof- 
fett, Parker, Yan Derlip, Walker and Wallace—10. 

Nays : : Messrs. Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kinney, McRae, Pease, 
Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit and Ward—12; lost. 

The question then recurred on Mr, Wallace’s amendment ; 
the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Robertson, Ward, Walk- 
er and Wallace—7. 

Nays:—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, Kinney, McRae, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, 
Truit and Van Derlip—15 ; rejected. 

Mr. Peage offered the following amendment: Strike ont the 
words “ closing the Land Office” in the 6th line of the first see- 
tion, and insert in the 5th line of the same section betiveen the 
word “the” and the word “act”, immediately following it, the 
words “closing the Land Offices by the” ; adopted. 

Mr. Van Derlip offered to amend by inserting the following as 
an additional section : 

“Sec. 5th. Be it further enacted, That nothing in this act 
contained shall be construed as a legislative expression of opinion 


361- 


for or against grants of a greater amount than one league and 
labor of land, and to make 5th section the 6th ”; adopted. 

Mr. Roberstson offered the following amendment, to come in 
at the end of the Ist section: “ saving and excepting all titles 
fraudulently issued or obtained”; upon which the yeas and 
nays were called, and stood thus : 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, Robert- 
son, Ward, Walker and Wallace—9. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Barleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kin- 
ney, McRae, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit and Van Der- 
lip—13 ; rejected. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following proviso to the Ist section: 
“ Provided that no title which was illegal or invalid ab initio 
shall be confirmed by this act”; upon which the yeas and nays 
were called, and were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, Robert- 
son, Ward, Walker and Wallace—9. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kin- 
ney, McRae, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit and Van Der- 
lip—13; rejected. 

Mr. Pease moved the previous question ; lost. 

Mr. Walker offered to amend by adding the following addi- 
tional section : 

Sec. — “ That nothing herein contained shall render legal and 
valid any such claims located ont of the limits of the colonies 
in which the colonist, settler, or citizen resided, when he obtain- 
ed the grant”; rejected. 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend the first section by inserting after 
“land” in the 4th line, “not exceeding’one league and labor to 
each head of a family and to single men as colonists, actual set- 
tlers or resident citizens.” Strike out all after “ thirty- -five” in 
the 6th line. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the amendment offered by Mr. 
Grimes by inserting after “ family” “and to single mnn the quan- 
tity of land allowed to them” ; ; rejected. 

The question then recurred on the amendment offered by Mr. 
Grimes, which was adopted. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following proviso to come in at the 
end of the Ist section: “ Provided that nothing herein contain- 
ed shall be so construed as to relinquish the right of the State to 
more than one head-right survey to the same person”; rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, a call of the Senate was had; the 
Senate being full, the question was taken upon the engrossment 
of the bill, 
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The yeas and nays being called on the engrossment, stood 
as follows ; - 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kin- 
ney, McRae, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit and 
Van Derlip— 14. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Robertson, Ward, 
Walker and Wallace —8. - 

. So the billl was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the motion to reconsider the vote 
which rejected a bill to amend an act entitled an act to prescribe 
the time of the biennial meeting of the Legislature of the State of 
Texas was taken up. 

The yeas and nays were called on the reconsideration of the 
vote and stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs, Cooke, Gage, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Robert- 
son, Taylor, Truitand Ward—9. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Grimes, Hart, Kin- 
ney, Latimer, McRae, Phillips, Portis, Van Derlip, Walker and 
Wallace—13. 

The Senate refused to reconsider the vote. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had adopted a resolution referring to a Select committee of five, 
consisting of Messrs. Sterne, Bryan, Wilson, Williams and Stapp, 
that portion of the Governor’s message which refers to quieting 
the land titles of the State, and request that the Senate appoint a 
like committee to act with the committee of the House. 

Also, that the House had passed a joint resolution authorizing 
the Governor to employ counsel to represent the State, during 
the present session of the Supreme Court in which they sus- 
pended all rules. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate adjourned. 


Tuurspay, 9 o’clock, a. m., January 3, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present :—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Juatimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, 
Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, 
Walker and Wallace. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. The journals of yesterday were read 
and adopted. 
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Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Enngrossed Bill, re- 
ported a bill to provide for the collection of the uncollected taxes 
assessed for and due the late Republic of Texas, and a bill sup- 
plementary to an act regulating appeals to the Supreme Court in 
criminal cases, approved the 12th May, A. D. 1846, correctly 
engrossed, = 

Mr. Latimer made the following report: , 

Commitrree Room, January 3, 1850. 
To the Hon. John A. Greer, = 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Public Lands have had under considera- 
tion the bill to secure to all actual settlers within the limits of 
the colony granted to Peters and others, commonly known as 
Peters’ colony, the land to which they are entitled as colonists, and 
have instructed me to recommend the bill which passed the 
House of Representatives as a substitute for the Senate's bill, and 
recommend its passage, with the following amendments : 

Ist amendment: In 5th sec., 2d line, strike out “ grants and,” 
and insert “ lawfui.” 

2d amendment: In 6thsec., 2d line, insert “heretofore” be- 
fore “ surveyed,” and strike out “by the colony company.” _ 

3d amendment: In 7th see., 4th line, strike out all after 
 colonist” to “ prior,” in 5th line. : 

4th amendment: In i0th sec., 2d line, insert “ heretofore” after 
s surveys,” and strike out “by Peters and others, his associates.” 

5th amendment: In 10th sec, 5th line, strike ont all after 
« made” to * and,” in 7th line. 

Mr. Grimes made the following report : 

CoMMITTEE Room, January 3, 1850. 
To the Hon. John A. Greer, 

; President of the Senate : 

The committee cn Finance, to whom was referred a bill mak- 
ing an appropriation for the pro rata pay of Thomas P. Ander- 
son, deceased, surgeon in the navy of the late Republic of Texas, 
have had the subject under consideration, and a majority of the 
committee have instructed me to report the bill back to the 
Senate and recommend its passage. Messrs, Grimes and Hart 
not concurring. . 

Mr. Kinney made the following report : 

ComMITTEE Room, January 3, 1850. 
To the Hon. John A. Greer, 
President of the Senate : 

The committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred a 

resolution of the Senate instructing them “to enquire inte 
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and report upon the expediency of granting to Hosea Maria 
and the remainder of his tribe of Indians leave to occupy and 
cultivate three leagues of land, at the pleasure of the Govern- 
ment of Texas, and under her protection in the county of Milam 
or Navarro and near the Comanche Peak,” have had.the same 
under consideration, and instructed me to report the same back 
to the Senate,and beg leave to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof. 
Mr. Wallace made the following report : 


CommITTEE Room, January 3, 1850. 
To the Honorable President of the Senate: 


A majority of the Special committee, to whom was referred a 
dill to be entitled an act to divide the State into two Supreme 
Court Districts, having duly considered the subject, report that 
the people of Eastern Texas, constituting a majority of all the 
inhabitants of the State, have ever, siuce the location of the 
Supreme Court at Austin, insisted, through their representatives 
in both branches of the Legislature, that some place, more cen- 
tral to population and business, should be selected. The Court 
is now almost inaccessible to them, on account of the distance at 
which its sessions are held from them, and the impracticability 
of crossing, after much rain, several rivers which traverse the 
intervening country. Most of the large water-conrses in the 
State flow south-eastwardly through the State to the Gulf of 
Mexico, and periodically overflow the contiguous low or flat land 
to a depth from two to ten feet, and to the width of two or three 
and sometimes five miles; these separate the eastern population 
from the court at Austin, and cannot be crossed at such times, 
except at the imminent peril of their lives, especially as the over- 
flowed low lands frequently cannot be crossed in any other way 
than on horse-back. Whien these rivers can be crossed in a ferry 
boat, it not unfrequently happens that the traveller is detained 
for several days together, because of his inability to entice the 
ferry-man to cross for him; at other times it is impossible for 
him to communicate his wants to the ferry-man in any way, and 
then he is compelled to wait until some one is ferried over from 
the hills on the opposite side. This evil, though inevitable under 
the present arrangement, does not suspend the adjudication of 
the delayed person’s business, and consequently he is subjected 
to irreversible judgments which must, in some instances, be op- 
pressive, unjust and ruinous in their effects. : 

The delay, fatigue and peril in performing a journey of eight 
or ten days’ length, in good weather, and proportionally longer 
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and more arduous, in an inclement season, are attended with con- 
siderable expense. These evils are not necessary ; they can be 
averted by the Legislature, and the action of that department of 
the people’s government is invoked by the people. If the Legis- 
lature can devise and safely use a means for the removal of the 
evils, justice to those who encounter, and have hitherto borne 
them, interposes with reason, on their behalf, and appeals, in the 
strongest terms, for relief. - 

It woultl be trifling with the equal rights of those people to re- 
ply that the attorneys and not the litigants encounter what is com- 
plained of, for all experience preves that clients pay for all ; 
but were it otherwise, the priuciple would be the same, since if 
the evils mentioned be surmounted by the attorneys east’ of 
Trinity river, instead of their clients there, the cost falls upon 
the east, and is an onerous tax upon it which the people wish to 
avoid as far as may be compatible with the advancement and 
prosperity of their government, and with ample justice to their 
tellow-citizens of the west. 

- To show the expediency of dividing the State into two Su- 
preme Court Districts, much that might be adduced argumen- 
tatively, but that would be erroneously ascribed to hostility to 
Austin (a sentiment utterly disclaimed by the committee) will be 
omitted, rather than subject themselves to a suspicion so un- 
worthy ; they, however, feel impelled by a sense of justice to 
other portions of the country to express their belief that Austin 
possesses no local advantage over any one out of fifty other diffe- 
rent places; some of which are almost unexceptionable, as to 
health, water and ordinary comfort; further specification will be 
withheld, as the bill before the committee does not provide for the 
removal of the Supreme Court from Austin, but to establish an 
Eastern District for the convenience of the suitors in that part 
of the State, without interfering with the routine of western busi- 
ness, and without imposing on any single western suitor, or any 
citizen west of the Trinity river an expense, fatigue or incon- 
venience that he is not constrained to encounter and endure by 
the present organization. It is not contemplated by the bill to 
disarrange any plan of the citizens of the west, relative to their 
business in Austin, nor will the committee, independently of the 
bill, discuss the propriety of legislating, in reference thereto, espe- 
cially as diverse wishes are expressed by those citizens, in regard 
to a further division of the State into Supreme Court Districts. 

It is contended by some who are opposed to any division, that 
it is impolitic, because it is convenient to dispose of business in 
the Land Office and in the Supreme Court, at and during one 
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visit to Austin. This convenience to persons residing west of 
the Trinity will not be impaired by establishing a court district 
east of the Trinity, nor ean they, in justice to themselves or their 
neighbors, persist in forcing that convenience upon people who 
consider’ it a curse; they do not expect to have the General 
Land Office located in their midst as convenient to them as it 
might be there; they only ask for a half loaf—a Supreme Court 
District. 

Some object to a division of the State into zwo Districts, be- 
cause the constitution prohibits a division of Ht into more than 
three districts. "This objection like “ Aaron’s serpent swallows 
all the rest.” 

If by dividing the State, none would be benefitted, and some 
would be injured, it would be impolitic; butif many would be 
benefitted, and none injured, the converse would be established, 
and a division should be made. No injury can result to any by 
the division proposed; mauy in the east think they would be 
benefitted ; and as it is their privilege to think for themselves, 
they reasonably ask the Legislature to secure to them their rights 
under the constitution by giving them a Supreme Court Distriet. 
The concluding sentence of the third section of the fourth ar- 
ticle of the constitution : “and the Supreme Court shall hold its 
sessions once in every year, between the months of October and 
June inclusive, at not more than three places in the State,” is 
not merely permissive, in the opinion of some members of the 
committee, but is emphatically declaratory of the duty of the 
court, and mandatory as to the sessions and places at which they 
shall be held; but if the sentence be only permissive in its ef- 
fects, as the phraseology clearly indicates the belief of the con- 
vention that the court would hold annual sessions at places, the 
majority of the committee cannot conceive that remote parts of 
the State should be longer permitted to petition in vain for that 
court to hold sessions at some other place, as well as at Austin. 

It is a goodly thing to have law ; and a better thing to have 
oracles who can tell the people what manner of law is,to be dis- 
pensed among them; but the people, east of Trinity, only hear 
that such blessings are in store for them, without perceiving their 
presence. Would it startle Texas to hear that a Judge of the 
Supreme Court of the State has never, since its organization, 
been seen east of the Trinity river, where a majority of the citi- 
zens of Texas reside? Ifit would, the majority of the committee 
will not say so much, though they believe it is a fact. 

The seeing of a Supreme Court Judge, how gratifying source 
soever it might be to the citizens there, will not satisfy them, 
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since it is a Supreme Court consisting of ¿wo Judges at least that 
they deserve to see. : 

Others oppose the passage of any bill similar to that before 
the comunittee, because there is nota State library in the east ! 
Yet none will seriously contend that there isa State Law Li- 
brary in Austin, nor does the majority of the committee imagine 
that the court can better dispense justice to eastern suitors, with- 
out a library, at Austin, than it could, without a library, at any 
place in the east where its sessions might be held. ‘The little 
village of Henderson in which, it is proposed, the court shall be 
held for the eastern district, is supposed by some to be about twice 
as large as the city of Austin, and to contain law libraries in pro- 
portion—enough at least to enable the court to have the things 
there “that are Ceesar’s rendered unto Cesar.” 

The people of the east will not be satisfied with.such a com- 
pliment froin the Legislature as that which Festus paid to Paul, 
when he said “thou almost persuadest me ;” no, they have re- 
flected maturely, and with all the solemnity of Panl, are ready 
to say,—" most noble, we are not mad,”—we want a Supreme 
Court; give us one, and we will go our way rejoicing. 

Others still opposed to the present bill, ask for argument: one 
which some of the committee think irrefragable, is at hand—to 
wit: a majority of the people, under the sanction of the con- 
stitution have, at every session of the Legislature, asked for a 
division of the State into two Supreme Court Districts, and 
they ask for it now. 

Lhe policy that sacrifices the incontestible rights of one part 
of community to the caprice of another part, is a political gorgon, 
which no well organized government will maintain or tolerate 
long; a perseverance in it would lead to uncontrollable disaffection 
and complaint; it would be violative of the fundamental prir- 
ciples of natural law,some of which, it is true, have been abridg- 
ed or overleaped by municipal legislation (whether wisely, or 
during a forgetfulness of their philosophic truth and justice need 
not be here inquired into). The committee think it would be 
prudent at all times to respect the rights of others, and as those 
who ask the Legislature to divide the State into Supreme Court 
Districts for the convenience of the people, are acting, in accor- 
dance with oft-repeated instructions, (than which nothing terres- 
trial is deemed more potent,) given under the conviction that it 
was in the prosecution of an established constitutional right, 
which cannot be effectually assailed and controverted, a majority 
of the committee think it would be supererogatory to assign ad- 
ditional reasons, or to enforce by argument those already ad- 
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duced in favor of the proposed division, Legitimate, rational 
free government in all its ramifications is intended to secure the 
convenience of the governed; and whenever it ceases to be effec- 
tive to that end, the governed are oppressed, if not enslaved ; 
and the government is approximating to despotism. Whenever 
any department of government presumes to overrule popular 
will fairly expressed, “and enforce its own, that department loses 

its character of dependence on, and accountability to the people, 
and becomes dictatorial and absolute, unless restrained by a co- 
equal department; between the two, the spoil is generally divid- 
ed, and thus is illustrated the truth of the political adage that 
ʻi power is ever stealing from the many to the few.” 

The guardians,of the veople’s rights appease the people’s dis- 
content, when their rights have been infringed or overlooked, by 
affording redress and future security ; and to the Legislature— 
the political guardians of the people, the citizens of the east have 
earnestly appealed to be placed in the actual (not constructive) 
enjoyment of their constitutional right by having the Supreme 
Court to hold an annual session east of Trinity river for them. 
A majority of the committee, therefore, recommend the passage 
of the bill referred to them. 

The committee have deliberated upon those portions of the 
resolutions adopted at the public meeting in Henderson, on the 
29th of November, 1849, so far as they relate to the Supreme 
Court, and have herein reported the views of the majority of the 
committee, and deeming it expedient to return the residue of said 
resolutions to the Senate for action, they respectfully reeom- 
mend that the same be referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

B. RUSH WALLACE, 
Chairman of Special Committee. 


Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to prohibit the collection by law 
of any debt that shall accrue for spirituous liquors sold in quan- 
tities, less than one gallon ; read first time. 

Mr. Brashear introduced a bill requiring costs to be paid in 
certain cases of appeals to the Supreme Court, and changes of 
venue; read first time, 

Mr. Burleson introduced a bill to establish the eastern boun- 
dary of Bastrop county ; read first time. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing ‘the Senate that the House had adopted the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the executive com- 
munication, on the subject of the debt of the late Republic of 
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Texas, together with the report of the Auditor and Comptroller 
on the same, be referred to the joint standing committee of the 
two Houses on Public Debt ; 

Also, that the House concurred in the amendment of the Senate 
to the House’s resolution to count the votes for Commissioner of 
the General Land Office. - 

Mr. Walker introduced a joint resolution, authorizing and re- 
quiring the Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue a 
certificate to J. H. Singleton for one-third of a league of land; 
read first time. 


= ORDERS ‘OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, the report of the joint select com- 
mittee appointed to examine the Penitentiary, was referred to 
the committee on the Penitentiary. 

The President announced a communication from the Gover- 
nor; which was as follows: 


Executive DEPARTMENT, / 
Avcstin, Jan. 1, 1850. 4 
To the Hon. the Senate and 
House of Representatives : 

I have the honor to transmit herewith the joint report, with the 
accompanying documents, from the Auditor and Comptroller of 
Public Accounts, made in conformity with “An act to provide 
for ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of Texas,” approv- 
ed March 20th, 1843. 

The report commends itself to the especial notice of the Hon. 
Legislature from the great importance of the subject it embraces, 
as well as from the labor and industry which it is manifest has 
been displayed by the board in their efforts to comply with the 
above-recited law. As it is subject to the revision and amend- 
ment of the Legislature, it can be determined, upon close inves- 
tigation, whether the principles adopted in scaling the different 
classes of liabilities, are equitable and just. 

The report exhibits that there is a very large amount of out- 
standing liabilities, not presented for audit, belonging to the first 
class, and provided for under the laws of the late Republic of 
Texas; and justice would seem to demand that the holders of 
these liabilities should not be excluded from the benefits intended 
to be conferred by the passage of the act of the 20th March, 
1848. There is also a considerable amount of unexamined se- 
cond class claims on file, which it has been found impracticable, 
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for want of sufficient time, to act upon, but which are just and 
bona fide, having been contracted under the sanction of law.— 
They are reported by the board for the sanction of the Legisla- 
lature. 

It will be necessary, to enable the board (should it be continu- 
ed) to receive and audit the liabilities of the third class, to pass 
the proper laws for that purpose. Among this class of claims, 
there will be found a large numoer of the most meritorious cha- 
racter, and it is even-handed justice to place them on an equal 
footing with those embraced by previous laws. 1 therefore, res- 
pectfully recommend to the Hon. Legislature a continuance of 
the board, with the same powers heretofore extended to them, 
and such others as_may by you be deemed expedient, for the pe- 
riod of twelve months, or to such time as may be actually requi- 
red, to be determined by the Executive, from the semi-annual 
reports required to be made to him under ne 3d section of the 
act named in this communication. 

P. H. BELL. 


Messrs. Robertson, Latimer, Gage, Pease and Phillips were ap- 
pointed a committee, on the part of the Senate, to act with the 
committee, appointed on the part of the House, to take into con- 
sideration that part of the Governor’s message which refers to 
quieting the land titles of the State. 


On motion of Mr. Phillips, the committee on State Affairs 
was directed to act with the committee on Public Debt on the 
part of the House, on the Executive’s communication on the 
subject of the public debt, together with the report of the Audi- 
tor and Comptroller on the same, 

Mr. Parker offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Penitentiary, on the 
part of the Senate, act in conjunction with the committee on the 
Penitentiary, on the part of the House, on the report of the joint 
committee of the two Houses to examine the penitentiary. 

A bill to quiet land titles issued to colonists, previous to Nov., 
1835, in the colonies of Austin, De Witt and De Leon; read, 
and, on motion of Mr. Phillips, laid on the table. 

Resolution of the Senate, relative to the election of United 
States Senator, was read. 

re. Taylor moved to lay it on the table until the 4th of 
July next. 

Mr. Grimes moved to lay it on the table until the Ist of 
November, 1851. 
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On motion of Mr. Parker, the resolution was laid on the 
table. . 

Mr. Van Derlip, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, report- 
ed a bill to provide for the civil organization of the counties of 
Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa Fe, aud a bill creating the 
counties of Presidio, BI Paso and Worth, correctly enrolled. 

A bill to apportion the Senators and Represeutatives of the 
Legislature among the several counties of this State, according 
to the requirements of the constitution ; read third time. 

Mr. Parker offered the following amendment: 

“That Nacogdoches and Cherokee, 1477, form one Senatorial 
District, and that Nacogdoches be the returning county.” “That 
Angelina, Houston and Andersen form one district, 918, and that 
Houston county be the returning county”; adopted--two-thirds 
voting for it. 

Mr. Walker offered the following amendment : 

Strike “ Dallas” from the 6th Senatorial District aud attach it 
to the 3d ; upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood 
as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, 
Hart, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Robert- 
son, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward and Walker—19. 

Nays: Messrs. Pease and Phillipsp—2; Mr. Wallace declined 
voting—amendment adopted, and bill passed by the follow- 
ing vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, 
Hart, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, 
Portis, Taylor, Van Derlip and Walker— IS; 

Nays: Messrs. Robertson, Truit, Ward and Wallace—4, 

Mr. Robertson presented the petition of Thomas J. Allen: 
which was, on motion of Mr. Robertson, referred to the commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

The Senate repaired to the Hall of the [louse of Representa- 
tives for the purpose of counting the votes given on the Ist Mon- 
day in August last for Commissioner of the General Land 


Office, 
IN JOINT SESSION. 


Messrs. Brashear and Davis were appointed tellers, on the part 
of the Senate. 

The votes having been counted, it appeared that George W. 
Smyth received 10,370 votes; Thomas Wm. Ward received 
4,652 votes; John M. Wade received 144 votes, and John P. 
Borden received 3 votes. 
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George W. Smyth having reccived the greatest number of 
votes, was declared, by the Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives, duly and constitutionally elected Commissioner of the 
General Land Office for two years from and after the expiration 
of his present term. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate returned to their cham- 
ber, and, ou motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned until 
half past 2 o’clock, P. m. 


HALF PAST 2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Senate was called to order—quorum present. 

Memorial of the Legislature of the State of Texas, upon the 
subject of expenses incurred by the State in providing a military 
.defence upon her frontier in 1848 and ’49 ; and, 

Joint resolution, relative tothe payment of certain volunteer 
companies for services rendered on the western frontier of the 
State of Texas, 

Mr. Wallace moved to refer the memorial and joint resolution 
to the committee on Finance; upon which the yeas and nays 
were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Hart, Latimer and Wallace—3. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kinney, McRae, 
Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van 
Derlip, Ward and Walker—-16 ; lost. 

Mr, Latimer moved to amend by striking out the 6th section. 

The yeas and nays being called, were as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Ward and Wallace—5, 

Nays: Messfs. Burleson, Davis, Gage, Kinney, McRae, Mof- 
fett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Der- 
lip and Walker—14; rejected. 

. The bill was then passed to third reading. 

Mr. Moffett made the following report : 


CommiTree Room, January 3, 1850. 
Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the follow- 
ing bill, and find it correctly engrossed; A bill to be entitled 
an act to quiet the land titles, i in certain portions of Texas, of 
those claiming lands, under titles issued to colonists, actual Set- 
tlers, or resident citizens, before the act of the late consultation 
closing the Land Office in November, 1835, under the coloniza- 
tion laws of the Government of Mexico and the State ot Coahuila 
and Texas, as head-rights to heads of families and to single men, 
where the title issued for one league and labor of land or less. 
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A bill to quiet the land titles, in certain portions of Texas, of 
those claiming lands, under titles issued to colonists, actual set- 
tlers, or resident citizens before the act of the late consultation 
closing the Land Office in November, 1835, under the coloniza- 
tion laws of the Government of Mexico and the State of Coahuila 
and Texas, as head-rights to heads of families and to single men, 
where the title issued for one league and labor of land or less; 
read third time. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, a call of the Senate was had. 

The call of the Senate was suspended, and, on motion of Mr. 
Robertson, bill laid on the table until to-morrow. 

The Senate refused to concur in the amendments of the House 
to a bill to regulate ferries, 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, a joint resolution, relative to the 
removal of obstructions to the navigation of Red River, was taken 
up and read first time. 

A bill supplementary to an act regulating appeals to the Su- 
preme Court in criminal cases, approved 13th May, A. D. 1846; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to provide for the collection of the uncollected taxes 
assessed for and due the late Republic of Texas ; read third time 
and passed. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue a head-right certificate, first class, for one league and 
labor of land to James Taylor, with the report of the committee 
on Public Lands recommending that the amendment of the House 
be rejected, was read. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the report was laid on the table, 
and the amendment of the House concurred in. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Governor to employ counsel 
to represent the State in the present session of the Supreme 
Court. 

Mr. Phillips offered a substitute for the resolution. 

Mr. Van Derlip moved to amend the substitute by striking out 
“ some person to perform the duties of the office of Attorney 
General,” and inserting “counsel to represent the State in the 
Supreme Court.” 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the joint resolution and substitute 
were referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, abill for the relief of persons there- 
in named was taken upand read first time. 

A bill to change the name of George North to George Doug- 
las Bigelow ; read first time. 

Mr. Walker introduced a bill to repeal, in part, an act entitled 
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an act to reduce inta one act, and to amend the several acts re- 
lating to the establishment of a General Land Office, and passed 
the 14th Dec., 1837 ; read first time. 

Mr. Gage introduced a bill authorizing the Governor to employ 
counsel to represent the State in the Supreme Court and else- 
where until an Attorney General is elected ; read first time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended ; bill read second 
time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to create the county of Kinney; read first time. 

A bill to amend an act to create the county of Webb, approv- 
ed January 28, 1848; read first time. 

Mr. Van Derlip made the following report : 

CommirTreEe Room, January 3, 1850. 
To the Hon. John A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 

The joint committee on Enrolled Bills report that a bill entitled 
an act creating the counties of Presidio, El Paso and Worth; 
also, a bill entitled an act to provide for the civil organization of 
the counties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa Fé, after 
having been signed by the Speaker of the House of Represen. 
tatives, were, this day, presented to his Excellency, the Gover- 
nor, for his approval and signature. 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the Senate adjourned. 


Fripay, 9 o’clock, a. M., January 4th, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Taylor, Trnit, Van 
Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. ‘The journals of yesterday 
were read and adopted. 
ër Mr. Van Derlip, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, report- 
ed that a bill entitled an act supplementary to an act to incorpo- 
rate the Austin College was presented to the Governor, on the 
3d inst., for his approval. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a bill to authorize the county court of Jasper county 
to have levied and collected a special county tax to be applied | 
exclusively to the erection of a jail and court-house for said coun- 
ty, reported the same back to the Senate for their action, the 
committee not being able to agree an a report. 
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Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred a bill making additional appropriations of 
land for the purposes of education, reported the same back to the 
Senate and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Burleson introduced a bill requiring the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to issue a certificate of one-third of a 
league of land to the heirs of Montgomery Baxter; read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the rule was suspended—bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. Robertson introduced a bill for the reliefof Mary R. Harris, 
and a bill for the relief of the heirs of Arthur į Eldridge ; which 
were read first time. 

Mr. Robertson introduced a billto establish the Atlantic and 
Pacific Rail-way Company ; read first time. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to authorize the county court of Harrison county to 
have record book B of bonds, deeds, mortgages and other instru- 
ments of writing, now in the county clerk’s office of saic county, 
transcribed ; read first time. 

A bill to provide for the erection of public buildings at the seat 
of Government to be located by the vote of the people in 1850 ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr, Parker, referred to the 
committee on State Affairs. 

Joint resolution declaring the office of District Judge of the 
Eleventh Judicial District vacant; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Aaa was received from the House of Representatives, in- 
forming the Senate that the House had adopted the following re- 
solution : 

Resolved, That the Senate be requested to appoint a commit- 
tee to act with the Special committee of the House to whom was 
referred the memorial of the agent of Peters’ colony, and that 
Messrs. Bogart, Fields and Franklin were appointed said Special 
committee ; : 

Also, that the House had passed the following bills and joint 
resolution : 

A bill to authorize Bailey Inglish, Thomas Cowart and their 
associates to construct a turnpike road from the town of Bonham, 
in the county of Fannin, across the Bois d’Arc bottom to the 
highland on the east side of said stream in the direction of the 
town of Paris, in Lamar county ; 
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A bill forthe relief of Washington H. Secrest; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel G. Newton & Co. and Tilly & 
Huitt; 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the Baylor 
University. approved February 1st, 1845 ; 

A bill to define the time of holding the District Court in the 
Fifth Judicial District ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of those wiv ie:1 with Fannin, 
Ward, Travis, Grant and Johnson, during the war with Mexico, 
in the year 1836 ; and, 

A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of William S. 
Tuten. 

A bill to quiet the land titles, in certain portions of Texas, of 
those claiming lands, under titles issued to colonists, actual set- 
tlers, or resident citizens before the act of the late consultation _ 
closing the Land Office in November, 1835, under the coloniza- 
tion laws of the Government of Mexico and the State of Coahuila 
and Texas, as head-rights to heads of families and to single men, 
where the title issued for one league and labor of land or less; 
read third time. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following proviso-to the 3d section : 

“ Provided that nothing herein contained shall be so construed 
as to countenance or legalize locations that have heretofore been 
made on head-right claims of colonists, resident citizens, or set- 
tlers” ; upon the adoption of which the yeas and nays were cal- 
led, and stood thus’ 


Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Robertson, Van Derlip and 
Wallace—5., 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Lati- 
mer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, 
Truit, Ward and Walker-—16 ; rejected. 

The bill was then passed by the foilowing vote: 

Yeas : Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, 
Kinney, McRae, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit 
and Van Derlip—15. 

Nays: Messrs. Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Robertson, Ward, Walk- 
er and Wallace—7. 

The President appointed Messrs. Walker, Hart and Latimer 
a committee, on the part of the Senate, to act with the Special 
committee, on the part of the House, to whom was referred the 
memorial of the agent of Peters’ colony. 

Mr. Ward, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported a 
bill to incorporate the Texana Academy correctly enrolled, and 
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that the same was presented to the Governor for his approval, on 
the 3d inst. 

A bill to divide the State. into two Supreme Court Districts, 
together with the report of the majority of the Select committee 
recommending its passage and the reference of the resolutions, 
relative to the reorganization of the 6th Judicial District, to the 
committee on the Judiciary, was read. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the report was laid on the table. 

The yeas and nays were called om the oheroennent of the 
bill, and stood as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Kinney, Lati- 
mer, McRae,. Moffett, Parker, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, 
Walker and Wallace—15. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Hart, Pease, Phillips, Portis 
and Robertson—7, . 

Joint resolution granting the right of way to the United States 
for a Rail-Road to the Pacific Ocean ; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the blank in the third section 
was filled with * ten.” 

Ou motion of Mr. Wallace, the resolution was laid on the table, 
and made the special order of the day for Monday ‘next. 

Mr. Robertson presented the petition of Thomas Hunt; refer- 
ted to the committee on Private Land Claims, without reading. 

Resolution of the Senate instructing the committee on the 
Judiciary to enquire into the expediency of admitting to record, 
in this State, certified copies of deeds made and recorded in the 
State of Louisiana; read and adopted. 

The report of the committee on Indian Affairs, on resolu- 
tion, relative to granting to Hosea Maria and the remainder of 
his tribe of Indians leave to occupy and cultivate three leagues 
: ar a &c., was read, and, on motion of Mr. Cooke, laid on the 
table 

A bill to locate permanently the county-seat of Henderson 
county ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Walker, laid 
on the table. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Henderson ; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issue patents for land on surveys made in 
Peters’ colony ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Walker, 
referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill requiring the Comptroller to audit the claim of Fernando 
De Leon for cattle, horses and mules furnished the army of 
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Texas in the years 1835 and 1836; read second time and order- 
ed to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution, relative to the removal of obstructions to the 
navigation of Red River; read second time, and, on. motion of 
Mr.. ‘Latimer, referred to the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments. 

A bill for the relief of persons therein mentioned ; read second 
time. 

Mr. Wallace offered to amend the bill by inserting “5S. 
Davis, late sheriff of San Augustine county.” 

On motion of Mr. ‘Taylor, bill and the amendment were refer- 
red to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to authorize Mrs. Julia Stanton to take the guardianship 
of William Ewing Stanton ; read second time. 

Mr. Wallace moved to referit to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary; lost. ‘ 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill ta authorize the withdrawal, from the Genera] Land Of- 
fice, of deeds issued on paper of the second seal; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr, Van Derlip, referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to amend the first section of an act-to create the county 
of Anderson, approved Mareh 24th, 1846; read second time and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill requiring the election of county treasurers by the people, 
together with the report of the committee on Finance offering a 
substitute for the 3d section. ` - 

On motion of Mr. Pease, substitute was amended by inserting 
before “ county,” in the fifth line, “Chief Justice of” ; adopied. 

The substitute as amended adopted, and bill ordered to be en- 
grossed. te 

A bill to reserve to every head of a family. in this State, cer- 
tain property therein specified, and to exempt the same from 
forced sale nnder execution or otherwise, together with the re- 
port of the Special committee offering a substitute therefor, was 
read ; substitute adopted. 

Mr. Latimer moved to amend by inserting after “furniture” 
«not to exceed $500 worth ”; adopted. 

Mr. Gage moved to amend by inserting after “oxen” “one 
wagon or cart” ; adopted, - 

Mr. Latimer moved to lay the bill on the table ; lost. ` 

Mr. Pease’ moved to indefinitely postpene the bill ; ; upon which 
the yeas and nays were as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs, Pease, Phillips, Ward and Wallace—4. 


379 


Nays: Messrs, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, 
Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip and Walker—t7; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the bill was referred toa Select 
committee. : 


Messrs. Latimer, Gage and Pease were appointed said çom- 
mittee. 

Memorial and joint resolution, relative to the payment of cer- 
tain volunteer companies for services rendered on the westertt 
frontier of the State of Texas; read third time and passed by 
the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Kin- 
ney,McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phiilips, Portis, Robertson, “Taylor, 
'Truit, Yan Derlip end-Walker—16. 

Nays: Messrs. Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Pease, Ward and Wal- 
lace; 6. 

Resolution of the Senate, relative to referring the report of 
jaint committee on the Penitentiary to the conmnittee on the Peni- 
tentiary of both Houses; read and adopted, 

Joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to issue a certificate to J. H. Single- 
ton for one-third of a league of land ; read secoud time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Walker, referred to the comiittee on Private Land 
Claims. 

A bill to establish the eastern boundary of Bastrop county + 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the 
committee on County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, a bill to revise and amend an act 
to locate permanently the seat of justice for the county of De 
Witt, approved March 9, 1848, was taken from the table and 
i placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill requiring costs to be paid in certain eases of appeals to 
the Supreme Court, and changes of venne; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to a Select committee. 

Messrs. Brashear, Cooke and Moffett were appointed said com- 
mittee, . 

A bill to prohibit the collection of any deb: that may acerue 
fer spirituous liquors sold in quantities less than one gallon ; 
read second time. 

Mr. Grimes moved to refer it to the committee on State Af- 
fairs ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, referred to the committee on the 
Penitentiary. 


On motion of Mr. Pease, the Senate adjourned. 
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SATURDAY, 9 o’clock, a. m., January 5, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Lati- 
mer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, 
Trait, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. ‘Fhe journals of yesterday were 
read and adopted. . 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committeé on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill to create the county of McLelland, 
reported the same back to the Senate, without amendment, and 
recommended its passage. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a bill to provide for holding an election for the per- 
manent location of the seat of Government of the State, returned 
the same to the Senate, and recommended its passage, with the 
following amendments ; i 

Ist sec., last line, strike ont “ ten,” and insert “ five.” 2d sec., 
strike out all, after * State,” in 10th line. 3d sec., 4th Hne, after 
r insert “ Comptroller of Public Accounts or any two of 
then.” - 

3d sec., 18th line, after “ office” insert * Comptrolłer of Pub- 
Tie Accounts or any two of them.” 

Mr, Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the several bills, relative to the employment 
of at attorney to discharge the duties of Attorney General, re- 
turned the same to the Senate and recommended the passage of 
the bill originating in the Senate, and read first time, January 
Ist, 1850. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill for the relief of William K. 
Melton ; a joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to issue a certificate to J. 
H. Singleton for one-third of a league of land; a joint resolt- 
tion, relative to extending the jurisdiction of the State of Texas 
over the south half of a certain portion of Red River, and a joint 
resolution instructing our Representatives in Congress to use 
their efforts to obtain an appropriation tor the imrovement of the 
navigation on our south-western coast, reported the same back to 
the Senate, without amendments, and recommended their pas- 
sage. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the Select committee, to whom was 
referred a bill to reserve to every head of a family certain pro- 
perty, and to exempt the same from forced sale under execution 
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or otherwise, reported the same back to the Senate, with the fol- 
lowing amendments, and recommended their adoption and the 
passage of the bill.. 

Amendmenis. 

Substitute for 3d section: “Sec. 8d. Be it further enacted, 
That so much of the act entitled an act to exempt certain pro- 
perty therein named from execution, approved January 26th, 
1839, as exempt the property of a head of a family from the 
power of a writ of fi. fa. or other execution shall be and is here- 
by repealed.” 

In Ist sec., 16th line, strike out the word “are,” and insert 
“was.” In 19th line, same section, strike out “ 1000,” and insert 
« 2000.” In 20th line, same section, strike out “1000,” and in- 
sert “2000,” 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land’ 
_ Claims, to whom was referred the petition of John W. Little, re- 
ported a joint resolution for the relief of Jobn W. Little; read 
first time. , 

Mr. Portis, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred a bill to change the name of William Like Waldrat to 
William Waldrat Dunlap, and a bill tó amend the 3d section of 
an act providing for the trausfer of the records of administrators 
to new counties, approved 13th May, 1846, returned the same to 
the Senate, without amendments, and recommended their pas- 
sage. 

Mr. Portis, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
the joint resolution requiring the clerk of Austin county to re- 
cord all the proceedings of the Alcalde Courts which may be 
found iu his office, reported the same back to the Senate, with 
the following amendments, and recommended their adoption and 
the passage of the bill: 

Amendments. 

Strike out the second section and all of the first section after 
the word “land,” in the 7th line from the bottom of first page, 
and insert as follows : 

- & That were executed previous to the 2d day of March, 1836, 
and are now on file in the office of the clerk of the county court 
of Austin county.” 

“Sec. 2d. Be it further resolved, That when said record shall 
have been completed, it shall be the duty of the Chief Justice of 
the county court of Austin county and the clerk of said court 
to examine said record and compare the same with the originals; 
and if they find it necessary to make any alterations in said re- 
cord, so that the same shall agree with the originals, they shall 
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note all such alterations at the end of said record, stating the line 
and page in which all such alterations are made ; and at the end 
of such record, said Chief Justice and clerk shall enter a certi- 
ficate signed by them, stating that they have examined and com- 
pared said record with the originals and find the same to be cor- 
rect, which certificate shall be sworn to by said Chief Justice and, 
clerk; and said affidavit shall be, also, entered at the end of said 
record?” - 

t Sec. 3d. That copies of said record, when completed as afore- 
said, shall be received in evidence in like manner as the originals 
might or could have been, provided said copies shall be certified 
under the hand and seal of the cotiuty clerk of Austin county.” 
- “Sec. 4th. That the clerk of the county court of Austin county 
shall be entitled to receive, from the Treasury of this State, the 
sum of cents for each -hundred words of said reeord, which 
shall be paid on the certificate of the county court of Anstin 
county, and that the same shall be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated.” 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee of conference, on the 
part of the Senate, made the following report : 


CommiTres Room, January 5, 1850. ~ 
Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 

The committee of conference, to whom was referred a bill to 
amend the sixth, seventh and ninth sections of an act authorizing 
and requiring the county courts to regulate roads, appoint over- 
seers, &c., approved March 15, 1848, have had the same under 
consideration, and report that the committee have agreed ‘to ře- 
commend the passage of the bill, with the following amend- 
ments : 

Amend the caption by inserting third before 6th—amend by 
inserting the following as the first section of the bill: 

Sec. Ist. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of 
Texas, That the 3d section of the above recited act be so amend- 
ed as toread as follows: Sec. 3d. That the county courts of 
the counties shall lay off their connties into road preéincts, and 
shall, at their first meeting in each and every year, appoint one 
overseer for each precinct, and shall, at the same time, apportion 
and designate all the hands liable to work on publie roads, under 
the different overseers In their county. And in case any hand 
or hands, liable to work on roads, shall‘not have beén designated 
by said court, the overseer shall have power to summon them on 
the nearest public road to which they may live, as if they had 
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been designated by the court, Provided, ten days’ residence be 
necessary to require the performance of said road seryice. 
But if from any cause the court should fail or neglect ti per- 
form the duties required in this’ section, at its first meeting in 
the year, it shall be competent and legal for it to make such ap- 
portionment and designation at a called meeting, or at its next re- 
gular term. 

Amend Ist section by striking out “be it enacted by the Legis- 
lature of the State of Texas” } change section Ist, 2d and 3d to 
2d, 3d and 4th, and strike out section 4th in the bill. 

JOHN H. MOFFETT, Chn on part of Senate. 
WM. FIELDS, Chn, on part of House. 

Mr. Robertson introduced a bill to authorize Bartlett Sims to 
raise a location therein named, and to locate the same on any 
vacant land; read first time. 

Mr. Van Derlip introduced a joint resolution, authorizing the 
payment of the unexpended balance of the appropriation made 
by a joint resolution for the relief of the Texian prisoners in 
Mexico, approved Feb. 5, 1844, to the persons entitled thereto ; 
read first time. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported correctly engrossed : 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Monumental Committee ; and, 

A bill to incorporate the town of Castroville. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY, 


The President announced a communication from Thos. Green, 
clerk of the Supreme Court; which was read, and is as follows : 
To the Honorable Senate : : 

In reply to your resolution requesting the Supreme Court to 
inform your body “as to the number of cases that have been 
brought up to the Supreme Court for adjustment,” &c. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith the following statement 
as shewn by the docket of the court for this term. 

This statement includes all.the cases which were pending for 
this term (December Term, 1849.) 


Cases. 

Prom the 2d and 3d Dist , Judges Wm. E. Jonesand Baylor, 66 
“ Ist“ 7th s Meggison and Buckley, 96 

a * Ath “10th “ « ‘Norton and F. Jones, 38 
“u u 8th Oth & t Mills and Martin, - 78 

u ¢ Bth 6th & t Roberts and Evans, 60 


Amounting in all to 338 
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The 2d and 3d Districts have been chiefly disposed of. The 
court are now trying the eases of the ist and 7th, 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your ob't serv’t, 

THOMAS GREEN, Clerk. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the communication was referred toa 
Seleet committee of three. 

Messrs. Gage, Portis and Cooke were appointed said com- 
mittee, 

A message was received from the House òl Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills, viz: 

A bill to change the time of holding the court in a part of the 
Fourth Judicial District ; 

A bill to répeal an act authorizing the appointment of a fiscal 
agent, and for the better security of the revenue, approved March 
20th, 1848 ; 

A bill supplementary toan act entitled an act to create the 
county of Smith, approved Feb. 26, 1848; and, 

A bill to authorize the surveyor of Smith county to record 
certain field notes therein mentioned, which originated in the 
House of Representatives. 

Also, that the House had passed the following bills originating 
in the Senate, viz: 

A bill to locate the seat of justice of Dallas county ; and, 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issue patents on Land Claims located in three 
surveys In certain cases, 

Mr. Van Derlip introduced a joint resolution, prohibiting the 
Treasurer from paying the salary of Spruce M. Baird, Judge of 
the Eleventh Judicial District; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the rule was suspended ; read second 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the rule was further suspended ; 
read third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, 
Ward, Walker and Wallace—16. 

Nays: Messrs. Moffett and Pease—2. 

” On motion.of Mr. Walker, Mr. Wallace was added to the com- 
mittee, on the part of the Senate, on the memorial of the agent of 
Peters’ colony. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Monumental Committee ; ; read 
third time and passed by the following vote : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
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McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, 
~Trait, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—17, 
Nays: None. 
A bill to incorporate the town of Castroville; read third time 
ahd passed. ° 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of George W, Manie; read 
and passed to third reading. 


Ou motion of Mr. Robertson, the report of the committee on 
the Judiciary, on bill to authorize the Governor to employ suit- 
able counsel to represent the State in the Supreme Court, was 
taken up; read aud adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the bill was amended by striking 
out “ contract with.” 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the rule was suspended ; bill 
read third time and passed. 


Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of William Mock- 
ford ; read and passed to third reading. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Benjamin F. Fry ; read and 
passed to third reading. 

A bill to anthorize and require the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issue a certificate to Wiley Marshall for three 
hundred and twenty acres of land; read second time and order- 
ed to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of Washington H. Secrest; read, and, on 
motion of Mr. Robertson, laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Patsey Lewis, deceased ; 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill supplementary to an act defining the duties of District 
Attorneys; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Van Dertlip, 
referred to the’'committee on the Judiciary. 

Joint resolution for the relief of John Balch; read. 

The yeas and nays were called on its passage to third reading, 
and stood as follows : k 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Kinney, McRae, Moffett, Parker, 
TS a Robertson, Truit, Van Derlip, Walker and Wal- 

ace—12, 

Nays: Messrs. Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Pease, ‘Taylor 
and Ward—7. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House refuséd to concur in the Ist, 
2d, 4th and 5th amendments made by the Senate, and concur in 
the 3d, 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th amendments toa bill to apportion 
the Senators and Representatives of the Legislature among the 
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several counties of this State, according to. the requirements of 
the constitution ; : 

Also, that the House insist upon their amendments to the bill 
regulating ferries ; 

Also, that the House refused to adopt the substitute of the 
Senate for a joint resolution authorizing the Governor to employ 
counsel to represent the State in the present session of the Su- 
preme Court. 

Mr. Gage moved that the Senate recede from their ameénd- 
ment.. . 

Mr. Parker moved that the Senate insist. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, a call of the Senate was had. 

On motion, the call was suspended ; the yeas and nays were 
called on receding from their amendment, and were as follows: 

Yeas ; Messrs, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, 
Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip and Walker—10. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Davis, McRae, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Robertson, Ward and Wallace—9 ; the Senate receded from their 
amendment. ; z3 

A bill to establish the La Salle and El Paso Rail-way com- 
pany ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Latimer, laid on 
the table until Monday, the 7th inst. 

A bill supplementary to an act creating fees of office, ap- 
proved March 20, 1848, together with the report of the commit- 
tee or the Judiciary offering amendments, was read; amend- 
ments adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Taylor moved to reconsider the vote of the Senate reced- 
ing from their amendment to joint resolution authorizing the 
Governor to employ counsel to represent the State in the present 
session of the Supreme Court; upon which the yeas and nays 
stood thus : . 

Yeas: Messrs. Hart, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Pease, Phillips, 
Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Ward, Walker and Wallace—12. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Mof- 
fett, Parker, Truit and Van Derlip—9; so the vote was recon- 
sidered. ; 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the Senate insisted on their amend- 
ment, and a committee of conference were appointed, ; 

Messrs, Phillips, Pease and Moffett were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Parker moved that the Senate insist on the first amend- 
ment of the Senate to a bill to apportion the Senators and Repre- 
sentatives of the Legislature, &c.; upon which the yeas and 
nays were called, and stood as follows : 
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- Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Kiuney, Moffett, Parker, Truit and 
Walker—6. l 

Nays: Messrs. Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, 
Pease, Phillips, Taylor, Van Derlip and Waid—11. 

Qn motion of Mr, Moffe:t, the Senate receded from their first 
amendment. 

The Senate, also, receded from their 2d, 4th and 5th amend- 
ments to said bill. 

The Senate refused to concur in the amendments of the House 
to a bill to regulate ferries, and appointed Messrs. Robertson, 
Grimes and Gage a committee of conference, and asked a like 
committee on the part of the House, 

A joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress to endeavor to secure the passage of 
a law requiring the United States District Court for the District 
of Texas to be held at more places than one, together with the 
report of the committee on the Judiciary offering amendments 
thereto, was read, and amendments adopted. : 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, laid on the table until Monday, the 
7th inst. 

A bill to repeal, in part, an act entitled an act to reduce into 
one act, and to amend the several acts relating to the establish- 
ment of a General Land Office, and passed the 14th December, 
1837 ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Walker, referred 
to the committee on Public Lands. i 
_ Mr. Parker moved to reconsider the vote which passed a bill 
quieting titles to land, &e., on yesterday. 

The President decided the motion out of order, as the bill was 
not in the possession of the Senate, it having been reported to 
the House of Representatives ; from decision which Mr. Robert- 
son appealed. . 

The yeas and nays being called, were as follows : 7 

“Yeas; Messrs. Davis, Gage, Grimes, McRae, Moffett, Pease, 
Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Walker and Wal- 
lace— 13. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Hart, Latimer, Parker, Robertson 
and Ward—6; the President was sustained in the decision. . 

Mr. Parker moved that the Secretary be instructed to request 
of the House of Representatives to return to the Senate a bill 
which passed the Senate, yesterday, to quiet land titles in some 
portions of the State, &c.; upon which the yeas and nays were 
called, and were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, Ward, 
Walker and Wallace—8. 
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Nays: Messrs. Davis, Gage, Grimes, McRae, Pease, Phillips, 
Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit and Van Derlip—11 ; lost. 
On motion of Mr. Hart, the Senate adjourned. 


“Monpay, 9 o'clock, a. M., January 7, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robert- 
son, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker aud Wallace. 

The journals of Saturday were read and adopted. 

_Mr. Gage presented the petition of James R. Pace, asking com- 
pensation for running connecting lines; read, and, on motion of 
Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Cooke presented the petition of James Nelson, praying for 
320 acres of land; on motion of Mr. Cooke, referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, without reading. | 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, re- 
ported a bill to anthorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue a head-right certificate, first class, for one league 
and labor of land to James Taylor, and for one-third of a league 
to the heirs of William Irvin Lewis, correctly enrolled. 

Mr. Taylor, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported 
the following bills correctly engrossed, viz: 

An act to amend the first section of an act entitled an act to 
create the county of Anderson, approved March 24, 1846 ; 

A bill to be entitled an act requiring the election of county 
treasurers by the people ; 

An act requiring the Comptroller to audit the claim of 
Fernando De Leon for cattle, horses and mules furnished the 
army of Texas in the years 1835 and 1836. 

Aa act to authorize Mrs. Julia Stanton to take the guardian- 
ship of her son, William Ewing Stanton ; and, 

A bill to be entitled an act to divide the State of Texas into 
two Supreme Court Districts. 

Mr. Cooke offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to enquire into the propriety of passing a law authorizing the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue patents on 
land surveyed on eleven league grants or any part of an eleven 
league grant, and that they report by bill or otherwise. 
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Mr. Parker introduced a bill defining the time when all laws 
hereafter enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas shall 
take effect; read first time. 

Mr. Kinney introduced a bill-appropriating to the Governor the 
sum of five hundred dollars to pay the house rent and the serv- 
ing of a porter; read first time. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills which originated in the Senate, viz : 

A bill supplementary toan act to establish and incorporate 
the college of De Kalb, approved January 26th, 1839; and, 

A bill to legalize the head-right certificate of Simon P. Barnes ; 

Also, the following bills which originated in the House, viz: 

A bill to incorporate the city of Brownsville ; 

A bill to extend and define the eastern boundary of Caldwell 
county ; 

A bill to secure to the German Emigration Company and their 
colonists the lands to which they are entitled, and to adjust the 
liabilities of said company ; and, 

A joint resolution authorizing the Governor to subscribe for 
three hundred copies of the second and third volumes of the 
decisions of the Supreme Court of this State. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The President of the Senate announced the following com- 
munication from Thomas Green, clerk of the Supreme Court ; 
which was read, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the 
Select committee to which was referred a communication of 
like character a few days since: 


To the Honorable Senate : 

I herewith furnish the number of cases from the counties 
respectively. These include all which were undecided at pre- 
vious terms, and the cases brought up to this term, viz: 

All the pending cases for the December Term, 1849. 


Anderson 1 Comal 1 Harris 17 
Austin 6 Dallas |. 4 Harrison 9 
Rastrop 5 De Witt 1 Hays 2 
Bexar 16 Fannin 7 Hetderson 1 
Bowie 4 Fayette 12 Houston 22 
Brazoria 5 Fort Bend 3 Hunt 1 
Calhoun 1 Galveston 20 Jefferson 2 
Cameron 1 Goliad 1 Lamar 7 
Cass 16 Gonzales 9 Leon A 
Cherokee 1 Grimes 2 Liberty 3 
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Collin 7 Guadalupe 10 Matagorda 3 
Colorado * 6 Grayson 3 Milam 2 
Montgomery 5 Robertson 2 ‘Travis 15 
Nacogdoches 7 Rusk 2 Upshur 1 
Navarro 1 Sabine 2 Victoria 1l 
Newton 1 St. Angustinel§ Waker 16 
Polk 5 Shelby 1 Washington 16 
` Red River t7 Smith 3 Wharton 1 


}ł have the honor to be, 
Respectiully, your gb’t serv’t, 
THOMAS GREEN, Clerk S. ©, 
Austin, January 6, 1850, ~ 


A joint resolution instracting our Senators and aquest onr 
Representatives in Congress to “endeavor to secure the passage of 
a law requiring the United States District Court for the District 
of Tegas to be held at more places than one; read. , 

Mr. Brashear offered the following amendment : Strike out 
after the word “he'd” the balance of the section, and insert * at 
three places in the State of Texas to be designated by the Texas 
delegation in Congress”; upon which amendment the yeas and 
nays were Called, abd were as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Moffett and Parker—3. 

Nays: Messrs, Gage, Hari, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Pease, 
Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Troit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and 
Wallace—14; rejected. 

The joint resolution was then ordered to be engrossed, 

Joint resolution granting the right of way to the United States 
for a Rall-Road to the Pacific Ocean. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, it was read by sections. 

Mr. Van Derlip offered to amend the 3d section by inserting 
after the words “ United States” the following: “ by paying there- 
for the sum of 20 cents, par funds, per acre which may be dis- 
charged in the liabilities of the late Republic, at the rate certified 
by the Auditor and Comptroller upon each certrficate respectively. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the amendment by striking out 
“ 20 cents,” and inserting $1 25.” 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, the Senate adjourned until three 
o'clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Senate was called to order—quorum present, 


Question on the adoption of Mr. Wallace’s amendment to the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Van Derlip; rejected. 
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Mr. Wallace moved to amend the amendment by striking out 

‘20 cents,” and inserting “ one dolar”; rejected. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend by striking out “ 20,” and insert- 
ing “75”; upon which the yeas and nays were as follows :. 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage and Wallace—4. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Giimes, Hart, Latime1, Moffett, Par- 
ker, Pease, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Van Derlip, Ward and 
Walker—13; rejected. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend by striking out “ 20,” and insert- 
ing “50”; rejected. 

The question then recurred on Van Derli ip’s amendment ; the 
yeas and nays stood as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Parker, Pease, 
Van Derlip and Wallace—8. 

Nays : Messrs. Brashear, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Portis, Robert- 
son, Taylor, Truit, Ward and Watker—10 ; rejected. 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend by adding to the 3d section :— 
«The expense of laying off the sections and alternate sections 
to be incurred by the United States ” ; ; adopted. 

Mr. Gage moved to amend by-striking out the 3d section. 

Mr. Robertson moved a call of the Senate; carried. 

On motion, the call was suspended ; the yeasand nays were 
then called on striking out the 3d section, and were as follows : 

` Yeas: Messrs. Gage, Parker, Pease, Van Derlip and Wal- 
lace— 5. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Lati- 
mer, McRae, Moffett, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Trnit, Ward 
and Walker—14; rejected, 

Mr. Grimes offered to amend by inserting the following section: 

“Sec. 4. Be it further resolved, That the altertiate sections 
reserved to the State shall not be subject to location, but shall be 
held and reserved to the use of this State, and subject to future 
disposition by the Legistature ” +s adopted by the following vote : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, 
Moffett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Ward and 
Walker—14.” 

Nays: Messrs. Davis, Gage, Kinney, Pease, Van Derlip and 
Wallace—6. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following proviso to the 3d section : 

u Provided that if the Government of the United States shall 
not have adopted this route for the construction of this road by 
the 4th day of March, 1851, then and in that case, this act shall 
cease and have no force or effect ; and provided, further, that if 
the Government of the United "States should adopt a different 
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route for said road before the 4th day of March, 1851, then and 
in that case, this act shall cease and have no further force and 
effect”; adopted. : 

The joint resolution was then ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Van Derlip presented the follewing-communication : 

City of San Antonio, Dec. 30, 1849. 
To the Honorable the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the Legislature ef Texas: 

Messrs,—The undersigned committee of invitation, on the 
part of a public meeting of the citizens of San Antonio, conven- 
ed for the purpose of tendering a complimentary ball to Generals 
Brooke, Harney and Garland, to be. given on the 8th day of 
January, A. D. 1850, have the honor of requesting your pre- 
sence on that occasion. 

With respect, we are, 
Your Obedient Servants, 
SAMUEL H. LUCKIE, 
F. L. PASCHALL, 
G. H. GIDDINGS, 
J. A. DURAND. 

Mr. Portis offered the following resolution : 

Resolved by the Senate of the State of’ Texas, That the 
Senate has received, with the liveliest pleasure, the complimen- 
tary invitation of the citizens of San Antonio conveyed to us, 
through Messrs. Luckie, Paschall, Giddings and Durand, to at- 
tend a ball, on the 8th inst., the recurrence of ah anniversary 
which the entire American people so much delight to honor. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate be tendered to our 
fellow-citizens of San Antonio for their compliment, through 
our presiding officer, the Lieutenant Governor ; and that he ex- 
presses to them our best wishes for the continued prosperity of 
their beautiful and flourishing city. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the rule Was suspended, and re- 
solution adopted. 

Mr, Pease presented the petition of David Randon ; on motion 
of Mr. Pease, referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

Resolution instructing the committee on Indian Affaits to in- 
qnire into and report upon the expediency of granting to Hosea 
Maria and the remainder of his tribe of Indians leave to occupy 
and cultivate three leagues of land, &c. ; read, and, on motion of 
Mr. Cooke, referred to a Select committee. 

Messrs. Cooke, Portis and Truit were appointed said com- 
mittee. - 

A bill to establish the La Salle and El Paso Rail-way Com- 
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pany ; read and, on motion of Mr. ——, ordered to be engross- 
ed. ` 

Mr. Brashear introduced a bill to prevent and to punish at- 
torneys, counsellors-at-law, agents and others from and for swear- 
ing to facts in the proceedings or prosecution of civil or criminal” 
cases in the courts and tribanals of the State, unless such facts 
or data be within their own personal knowle edge, and not upon 
the information of others; read first time. 

Mr. Brashear, chairman of the Select committee, to whom 
was referred a bill requiring costs to be paid in cases of appeals 
to the Supreme Court, and changes of venue, reported the same 
back to the Senate, without amendment, and recommended its 
passage. 

Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, to whom was referred a bill to incorporate the Brazos, San 
Bernard and Oyster Creek Canal and Navigation Company, Te- 
ported the same back to the Senate, with the following amend- 
ments, and recommended their adoption and the passage of the 
bill, 

1st amendment: Strike out the lith, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 
16th aud 21st sections of the act. 

2d amendment: Make the 17th section the 11th; make the 
18th the 12th ; make the 19th the 15th ; make the 20th the 14th, 
and make the 22d the 15th. 

Mr, Wallace made the following repert : 


ComMITTEE Room, January 7, 1850. 
To the Hon. John A. Greer, 
President of ‘the Senate : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act to authorize James Knight to adopt Lucinda E. 
Nibbs, daughter of Mary Beckham, deceased, late of the county 
of Fort Bend : 

A joint resolution, relative to the payment of certain volunteer 
companies for services rendered the western frontier ; and, 

A joint resolution providing for the mutual surrender of per- 
sons therein mentioned by the Governments of the United States 
and Mexico, all of which were correctly enrolled. 

Mr. McRae made the following report: 

ComMiTTEE Room, January 7, 1850- 


To the Hon. John A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 
The committee on Contingent Expenses who were instructed 
to report.to the Senate what amount of the five thousand dollars 
AA - 
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appropriated to defray the contingent expenses of the present ses- 
sion of the Legislature has been used, and for what purpose, beg 
leave to report herewith a statement of all payments that have 
been made out of said appropriation. 


J. H. McRAE, Chairman. 
Statement of the Contingent Fund of the Legislature for 1849, 


Amount appropriated November 26, 1949, 
Amount paid Albert Von Ger Mar for 


translating Governor’s mes- 
sage into German language 
De Cordova & Co. for 2090 
copies of S. W. American 
for use of Legislature - 
E. Wolff for translating Go- 
vernor’s message into the 
Spanish language - 
Joel Lee for table and spit- 
toons for Senate - - - 
Benj. Grumbles for wood 
Joel Lee for repairs on 
Capitol - - - - - 
Thos. Ward for repairs on 
Capitol - =- - - 
Leander Brown for repairs, 
lumber, &c. - 
De Cordova & Co. for 1305 
copies of S. W. American 
S. G. Haynie for postage - 
W. H. Cushney for printing 
and papers - - 

do do 
John Buchanan for trans- 
lating Governor’s message 
into Spanish language - 
F. H. Clark for 5 of De Cor- 
dova’s maps - - - 
M. B. Irwin for cleaning 
Senate Chamber - - - 
Lamar Moore’s bill of sun- 
dries - - - - - 


- 


R. H. Peck tor watering-pot - 
H. E. McCulloch for chairs - 


R. H. Peck for stationery 


= 


$5000 00 
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Amount paid Joel Lee for repairs on Capi- 


. tol, &c. - - - - 17% 25 
“ « De Cordova & Co. for pa- 
pers S. W. American ~- - 139 00 
“ M.B. Irwin for porters hire- 30 00 3389 06 
Balance undrawn $1610 94 
s “« J. De Cordova & Co. for 
papers, printing, &c.- -~- - 152 00 


Amount undrawn, 7th Dec. 1849, $1458 94 


JAMES B. SHAW, Compt. 
Comptroller’s Office, Dec. 7th, 1549. 


The following bills and joint resolutions, from the House of 
Representatives, were severally read first time, viz: 

A bill to authorize Bailey Invlish, Thomas Cowart and their 
associates to construct a turnpike road from the town of Bonham, 
in the county of Fannin, across the Bois d’Are bottom to the 
highland on the east side of said stream in the direction of the 
town of Paris, in Lamar county ; 

A bill to change the time of holding the courts in a part of the 
Fourth Judicial District ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of those who fell with Fannin, 
Ward, Travis, Grant and Johnson during the war with Mexico, 
in the year 1836 ; 

A bill to repeal an act authorizing the appointment of a fiscal 
agent, and for the better security of the revenue, approved March 
20th, 1848; 

A bill to authorize the surveyor of Smith county to record 
certain field notes therein mentioned ; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel G. Newton & Co., and Tilly & 
Hewitt ; 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act supplementary 
toan act to create the county of Smith, approved February 
26th, 1848 ; 

A bill for the relief of Washington H. Secrest ; 

A bill to define the time of holding the District Court in the 
Fifth Judicial District ; 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the Baylor 
University, approved February Ist, 1845 ; 

A joint resolution authorizing the Governor to subseribe for 


> 
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three hundred copies of the second and third volumes of the 
decisions of the Supreme Court of this State ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of William S. 
Tuten ; 

A bill to secure to the German Emigration Company and their 
colonists the lands to which they are entitled, and to adjust the 
Habilities of said company. 

Mr. Van Derlip presented two several petitions from the citi- 
zens of Bexar and Comal counties ; 

Mr. Phillips presented the petition of the citizens of Lavaca 
county ; ` 

Mr. Pease presented the petition of the citizens of Galveston 
county; which several petitions were presented to accompany 
the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, a bill to repeal an act to provide 
for closing the business of the late War and Marine Department, 
and to transfer the books, records and papers of the Adjutant 
General’s office to the ‘office of Secretary of State, was taken 
from the table and placed among the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, bills, in their second reading, were 
taken up. 

Joint resolution authorizing the payment of the unexpended 
balance of the appropriation made by the joint resolution for the 
relief of the Texian prisoners in Mexico, approved February 5, 
1844, to the persons entitled thereto ; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Arthur Eldridge; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Mary R. Harris ; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Robertson, referred to the committee on Public 
Lands. 

A bill to authorize Bartlett Sims to raise a location therein 
named, and to locate the same on ahy vacant land ; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

A bill to establish the Atlantic and Pacific Rail-way company; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the 
committee on Internal Improvement. 

A bill to authorize the county court of Harrison county to have 
record book B of bonds, deeds, mortgages and other instruments 
of writing, now in the county clerk’s office of said county, trans- 
cribed ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, refer- 
red to a Select committee of three. 
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Messrs. Taylor, McRae and Ward were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

A bill to change the time of holding the District Court in the 
First Jujicial District; read second time and ordered to be en- 
grossed, 

Joint resolution for the relief of John W. Lyttle ; read second 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate adjourned. 


Tvusspay, 9 o'clock, a. M., January 8, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President pro. tem.— 
Senators present; Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinuey, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robert- 
son, Taylor, Truit, Van Deriip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. 

The journals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills originating in the House, viz: 

A bill to perfect the land titles in Castro’s colony ; 

A bill to create the county of Wood ; 

~ A bill for the relief Thomas Wm. Ward ; 

A bill to create the county of Bell; ° 

A bill granting a charter to the Galvestoa and Brazos Naviga- 
tion Company ; 

A bill to amend the charter of the town of Goliad; 

Also, that the House had passed a resolution to adjourn on 
Saturday, the Ist day of February next, sine die. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the Select committee, to whom was 
referred a bill to authorize the county court of Harrison county 
to have record book B of bonds, deeds, mortgages and other in- 
struments of writing, now in the county clerk’s office of said 
county, transcribed, reported the same back to the Senate, with- 
out amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
whom was referred a hill for the relief of Mary Henderson, re. 
ported the same back to the Senate and recommended its 
passage. - 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill requiring the Commissioner 
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of the General Land Office to issue a certificate of one-third of 
a league of land to the heirs of Montgomery Baxter, reported 
the same back to the Senate, without amendment, aud recom- 
mended its passage. 

Mr. Gage introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs and legal 
representatives of William Wallace who fell at Goliad ; read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. Pease introduced a bill supplementary to an act defining 
the offices and duties of sheriffs, passed May 12, 1846; read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Pease introduced a bill supplementary to an act to or- 
ganize county courts, passed March 16th, 1648; read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the rule was suspended ; bill 
read second time and referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported a joint resolution instructing our Senators and request- 
ing our Representatives in Congress to endeavor to secure the 
passage of a law, requiring the United States District Court for 
the District of Texas to be held at more places than one, correct- 
ly engrossed. 


_ ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to divide the State of Texas into two Supreme Court 
Districts ; read third time. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following proviso to the 4th section: 

“ Provided, that all costs, that have accrued on cases now 
pending in said court which are ordered to be transferred by this 

act, shall be paid before the removal of said papers.” 

The yeas and nays being called on the adoption of the amend- 
ment, were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Davis, Hart, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Robert- 
son—6, 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Tuati- 
mer, McRae, Parker, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip and Wal- 
lace—12; rejected. 

The bill was then passed ‘by the following vote : 
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Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Lati- 


mer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Walk- 
er and Wallace—14. 

Nays: Messrs. Davis, Hart, Pease, Phillips and Robertson—5. 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress to endeavor to secure the passage of 
a law, requiring the United States District Court for the Distric t 
of Texas to be held at more places than one; read third time 
and passed. 

A bill to amend the charter of the town of Goliad; read first 
time, 

A bill granting a charter to the Galveston and Brazos Naviga- 
tion Company ; i Tead first time. 

Mr. Robertson moved to suspend the rule, that the bill might 
be read second time ; lost. 

A bill to create the county of Bell; read first time. 

A bill to create the county of Wood ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Walker, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on County Boun- 
daries. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Wm. Ward ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts. 

A bill to perfect the land titles in Castro’s colony; read first 
time. 

Joint resolution for the relief of John Balch ; read third time, 
and passed by the following vote: 


Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Kinney, 
McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips. Portis, Pobeson; Truit, Van 
Derlip, Walker and Wallace—15. 

Nays: Messrs. Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Pease, Taylor 
and Ward—7. 


Joint resolution for the relief of Benjamin F. Fry ; read third 
time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of William Mock- 
ford ; “read third time and passed. 

A ‘message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed a bill to create 
the 12th Judicial District ; 

Also, that the House had appointed Messrs. Clements, Lloyd 
and Williams a committee of conference on a bill to regulate 

erries ; 


° 
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Also, that the House had adopted the following resolution of 
the Senate: ~. 

“ Resolved, That the committee on the Penitentiary, on the 
part of the Senate, act in conjunction with the committee on the 
Penitentiary, on the part of the House, on the report of the joint 
committee of the two Houses to examine the penitentiary.” 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, a bill for the relief of Frederick 
Scranton was taken up and referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the petition of Daniel Fuller was 
taken up and referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill to authorize Mrs. Julia Stanton to take the Guardian- 
ship of her son, William Ewing Stanton ; read third time and 
passed. 

A bill requiring the election of county treasurers by the people; 


read third time and passed. 


A bill requiring the Comptroller to audit the claims of 
Fernando De Leon for cattle, horses and mules furnished the 
army of Texas in the years 1835 and 1836; read third time and 

assed. 
: A bill for the relief of George W. Manie; read third time 
and passed. 

A bill to amend the first section of an act to create the county 
of Anderson, approved March 24th, 1846; read third time and 
passed. 

A bill to create the Twelfth Judicial District; read first 
time. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the Senate despatch the business on the Pre- 
sident’s table in regular order before any new business coming 
from the House shall be taken up.” 

A bill to secure to all actual settlers within the limits of the 
colony granted to Peters and others, commonly known as Peters’ 
colony, the land to which they are entitled as colonists, together 
with the report of the committee on Public Lands offering amend- 
ments thereto, was read, and amendments adopted. 

Mr. Walker offered the following amendment: Strike out 
section 15, and insert the following for said section: ? 

“Sec. 15. Be it further enacted, That said Commissioner 
shall continue to perform the duties imposed on him by this act 
for two years after his appointment, and that this act take effect 
from and after its passage”; adopted. 

Mr. Truit offered the following amendment to the Sth section: 
Strike out the words “that the Governor of this State shall ap- 
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point,” and insert “ that there shall be elected by joint vote of 
both Houses of the Legislature.” 

Mr. Kinney moved to refer the bill and amendment to the 
committee on the Judiciary; upon which the yeas and nays 
were called, and stood as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs, Brashear, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kinney, McRae, 
Pease, Phillips, Portis and Van Derlip—10. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Par- 
ker, Robertson, ‘Taylor, Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace— 
12; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the bill was laid on the table and 
made the special order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Pease made the following report :_ 

CommiTTEE Room, January 8, 1850. 
To the Hon, John A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 

A majority of the joint special) committee, to whom was refer- 
red so much of the Governor’s message as relates to the quieting 
of land tt es west of the Nueces river, have had the same under 
consideration, and herewith submit the accompanying bill and 
recommend its passage. i 

E. M. PEASE, Chairman of the Sehate Committee. 
H. P. BEE, Chairman of Committee of H, of R. 

A bill to quiet land titles west of the Nueces river; read first 
time. ‘ 

A bill for the relief of Washington H. Secrest; read second 
time. 

Mr. Pease moved to amend by striking out all after the word 
“ Secrest” ia the fifth line after second section, and inserting the 
words “ upon his paying the same fees and government dues re- 
quired of colonists who emigrated previous to the 2d day of 
May, 1835”; adopted. 

The bill was then passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, a bill to secure to the German 
Emigration Company and their colonists the Jand to which they 
are entitled, and to adjust the liabilities of said company, was 
taken up; read second time and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the resolutions on slavery were 
taken from the table and made the special order of the day for 
to-morrow. - 

On motion of Mr. Truit, the Senate adjourned, 
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WEDNESDAY, 9 o'clock; a. m., January 9th, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit, 
Van Derlip, Walker and Wallace. The journals of yesterday 
were read and adopted. . 

Mr. Burleson presented the petition of Leander Brown ; read, 
and, on motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported that a bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issuea head-right certificate, first class, for one 
Jeagne and labor of land to James Taylor, and one-third of a 
Jeagne to the heirs of William Irwin Lewis, was presented, on 
this day, to the Governor for his approval. l 

Mr. Grimes made the following report : 


Austin, January 9, 1850. 
To the Hon. John A. Greer, 
President of the Senate : 

The undersigned members of the joint committee raised by 
the Senate and House for Representatives for the purpose of des- 
troying certain land scrip, loan honds and other Habilities of the 
late Republic of Texas now remaining in the Comptroller’s office, 
proceeded, on the 5th instant, to receive, from the Comptroller, 
2278 pieces of land scrip, amounting in all, 1,260,280 acres, 

450 sterling bonds for £500 each, amount to £225,000 
453 « « « £100 « u 45.300 
923 8 per cent., certificates for $100 each, amount to 892300 
593 8 and 10 per cent., certificates for $500 each, amt to 296,500 
584 10 per cent., certificates for $100 each e 58,400 

The bonds and certificates, with coupons attached, which land 
serip, bonds and certificates we caused to be burnt and utterly 
destroyed; an abstract of which we submit, and recommend it 
be filed among the archives of the Senate. 

JESSE GRIMES, 
A. M. TRUIT, 
ELISHA E. LOTT. 
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REPORT 
Of the Joint Committee, appointed under a Joint Resolution, 
approved December, A. D. 1849, to destroy y Land Scrip and 
Blank Bonds returned ta the Co omptroller’ s Ofice. 
Issued to Jno, K. Allen, Nos. 1 to 160 of scrip of 640 acres 
each, making 102,400 acres, dated 24th June, 1637: original. 


Also, issued to same, Nos. 235 to 361, of 640 acres, ee 
(4 t: [43 u 363 of 543 (43 a3 a 
& K g s 192 “« 254 s cf 13 


Total 551 pieces; 327,040 acres. 

Issued to David White Nos. 132 to 136 and 140 of scrip of 
320 acres, making 1,920 acres, dated 12ih Dec., 1836: original. 
Also, issued bo same, Nos. 233 to 235 and 231, ‘of 640 acres “ 

Si “ §6, 87, 102, 103, 106, 109 and 112, 
of 640 acres, original. 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 15, 18, 20 to 26, 62, to 64, 67, 69, 
70, 71, 111, 114 to 125, 128, 10 133, 135, 154 to 163, 168 to 205, 
213, 217, 219 to 224, 226, 227, 229, 230, 240 to 247, of 640 
acres, original, 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 3, 4, 36, 42 1o 44, 46 to 61, 63 to 
84, 101, 113, 116,120, 122, 124 to 129, 141, 142, 143, 143, 146, 
147, i 150, 131, 152, 154 to 161, 164 and 169, of 320 acres, ori- 
gina 

Total 198 pieces; 98,580 acres. 

Issued to Thomas Toby, Nos. 749 to 752, 804, 813 to 815, 
819, 820, 873 to 876, 878 to $80, 885, $92, 893, 896 and 897 of 
scrip of 640 acres each, making 14,080, dated 10th Oct., 1836: 
original. 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 100 to 150, of 320 acres, dated De- 
cember 20th, 1836: original. 

Also, issuad to same, Nos. 700 to 763, of 320 acres, original. 

t «o uu & a 3,833, 4,179, 764, 767, 776, 777, 
150 to 200, 269 to 299, 361 to 399, 515 to 531, 550 to 600, 532 
to 537, 546 to 550, 601 to 667, 678 and 679, of 320 acres, original. 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 98,113 to 116, 118, 120, of 640 
acres, original, 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 783 to 809, 682 to 700, 541 to 545, 
of 320 acres, original. 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 99, 100, 122 to 138, 243 to 351, “of 
640 acres, original, 

Also, issued tosame, Nos. 340 to 344, 335 to 338, 327, 329, 
330 and 331, of 320 acres, original. 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 633, 635 to 643, 645 to 649, of 640 
acres, Oct. 10, 1836: original. 
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Also, issued to same, Nos. 507, 508, 539, 540, 511, 93, 94, 95, 
97, 357, 361, 362, 364 to 375, 377, 378, 379, 380, 381, of 640 
acres, Dec. 20, 1836: original. 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 127, 135, 259, 294, 296 to 300, 307, 
315 to 319, of 640 acres, dated 9th Augus:, 1836, original. 

ss issued to same, Nos. 275 to 290, of 640 acres, ani 

& “« K «100 to 149, 6 u e Aug. Sth, 
#1536, original. 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 201 to 250, of 320 acres 20th Dec. 
1836, original. 

Total 775 pieces ; 338,240 acres. a 


Issued to Thomas Toby, No. 1 of scrip of 1, 000 acres, dated 
Aug. 18, 1736: duplicate. 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 623 to 632, of 640 acres, dated 10th 
Oct., 1836, duplicate, 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 590 to 622, of 640 acres, dated 26th 
Sept., 1836, dup'icate. 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 39 to 68, of 640 acres, dated July 
13th, 1836, duplicate. 

Also. issued to same, Nos. 16 and 17, of 640 acres, dated 9th 
July, 1536, duplicate. : 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 1 to 15, of 640 acres, dated 21st 
June, 1836, duplicate. 

Also, issued tosame, Nos. 73 and 74, of 640 acres, dated 6th 
Aug., 1836, duplicate. 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 70, 71 and 72, of 640 acres, dated 
20th July, 1836, duplicate. 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 728 to 778, of 640 acres, dated 10th 
Oct., 1836, duplicate. 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 352 to 361, of 640 acres, dated 17th 
August, 1836, duplicate. 

' Also, issued to same, Nos. 490 to-589, of 640 acres, dated 2d 
September, 1536, duplicate. 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 633 to 651, of 640 acres, dated 10th 
October, 1836, duplicate. 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 476 to 449, of 640 acres, dated 12th 
August, duplicate. 

Also, issued to same, No. 69, of 640 acres, dated 14th July, 
1836, duplicate, 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 829 to 897, of 640 acres, dated 10th 
October, 1836, duplicate. 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 19 to 38, of 640 acres, dated 13th 
July, 1836, duplicate. 
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Also, issued to same, Nos. 101 to 149, of 640 acres, dated 8th 
August, 1836, duplicate. 
Also, issued to same, Nos, 150 to 199, of 640 acres, duplicate. 
SN a A # 200 to 249, of“ « dated 9th 
August, 1836, duplicate. 
Also, issued to same, Nos. 250 to 299, of 640 acres, duplicate. 
t a ie * 83U0 to 349, « «@  « dated 10th 
August, 1836: duplicate. 
Also, issued to same, Nos. 350 to 351, of 640 acres, duplicate. 


6s «o  & & «a 8377 to 395, 451 to 475, of 640 acres, 
duplicate. 


Also, issued to same, Nos. 396 to 450, of 640 acres, duplicate. 

Also, issued to same, Nos. 75 to 99, of 640 acres, dated 8th 
August, 1836, duplicate. 

Also, issued to same, Nos, 656 to 698, of 640 does dated 10th 
October, 1836, duplicate. 
¿u Total 788 pieces ; 492,250 acres. 

Issued to Blank, Nos. 1, 3, 5, 9, 13 and 14 of scrip of 640 
acres each, making 3,840 acres, dated i Oct., 1836, duplicate. 

450 sterling bonds for £500 (each)a $ a —, with interest, 
coupons attached. 

453 sterling bonds tee £100 (each) a $ 
coupons ¢ attached. 

923 eight per cent., pay certificates for $100 (each) par, $92,- 
300, with interest, coupons attached. 

593 eight and ten per cent., bonds for $500 (each) par, $296,- 
500, with interest, coupons attached. 

584 ten per cent., bonds for $100 (each) par, $58,400, with 
interest, coupons attached. 

Total 3003 pieces; total amount $——-——. 


———, with interest, 


RECAPITULATION, 
No. of To whom issued, No.of No.of acres, Original or 
pieces, series, Duplicate. 


511 J. K. Allen, ag’t, 


- 327,000, Original. 


198 David White, — - 98,880, do 
775 Thomas Toby, Ist 338,240, do 
788 do 2d 492,280, Duplicates. 
6 Blank, Ist 3,840, 
2278 Total No. of acres 1,260,280 


Mr. Latimer, from the committee on Internal Improvements, to 
whom was referreda joint resolution, relative to the removal of 
obstructions to the navigation of Red River, reported the same 
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back to the Senate, with the following amendments, and recom- 
mended its adoption and the passage of the bill. 
Amendment. 

In Ist sec., 10th line, insertafter * commerce” “ for the term of 
15 years, and not to exceed ten cents per bale of cotton or five 
cents per barrel by measurement of other freight.” 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported a bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue patents on land claims Jocated in 
three surveys in certain cases, and a bill to incorporate Rio 
Grande city, correctly enrolled. 

Mr. Cooke introduced a bill to authorize and require the dis- 
trict surveyors af this State to appoint deputies to attend to the 
duties of their offices during their absence therefrom ; read first 
time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced the following joint resolutions, 

Instructing our Senators and requesting our Representatives 
in the Congress of the United States to demand and receive an 
equivalent of the United States for the Texian territory north of 
36 degrees 30 minutes; and if they fail therein, then to demand 
of the United States the immediate suppression of their military 
government within the territory of Texas, and to demand and 
receive from the United States payment for the navy, magazines, 
arms, armaments and munitions of war transferred to the United 
States, under the terms of annexatiou, by Texas, and for which 
she has never received any equivalent whatever from the United 
States ; read first time. 

Whereas, The political philosophy of modern times has correct- 
ed many of the errors which were incuicated by spears and 
scimitars in barbarous and half-civilized ages, and now demon- 
strates satisfactorily to the enlightened in every zone, that 
rational government is instituted by mankind to protect the 
weak against the unjust encroachments of the strong, and is 
not designed solely to impart honor to the ambitious, or to 
elevate the favorites of Fortune to unmerited distinctions, or 
to confer power on the vindictive, imbecile, prejudiced parti- 
zan; and whereas, man is a social animal, and seeks a resi- 
dence in cities, in preference to abiding in caves and clefts up- 

“on the mountain’s brow, or in the sequestered gloomy forest’s 
shade ; and whereas, man unites with man for sake of strength 
to resist oppression and arrest aggression ; and whereas, “by 
such association man relingnishes ¢ a title only to acquire more, 
and never the whole for a part without the power to increase 
it; and whereas, it is violative of the implied terms of the 
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contract, according to the gilded law on Nature’s page, to form 

combinations prejudical to the equal rights of any original 

party therefore, 

Sec. 1. Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of 
Teras, That the people of Texas allured west of the Sabine by 
the entreaties of Mexico to succor and support her by their arms 
against the mountain and prairie savages, were deluded and de- 
ceived into insecurity and oppression by the faithlessness of those 
whom they had defended ; and to redress their grievances and 
regain the liberty of which they had been despoiled, resorted to 
the unalienable right of self protection, and thereby after revo- 
lutionizing the country which they inhabit, declared themselves 
a free, sovereign and independent people. 

Sec. 2. Be it further resolved, That the free and sovereign 
people of the present State of Texas solemnly declared Texas 
to be an independent Republic, including all the territory lying 
between the Rio Grande on the west and the United States on 
the east, and between the Gulf of Mexico on the south and the 
429 of north latitude. 

Sec. 3. Be it further resolved, ‘That in her infancy Texas ap- 
pealed to the country which her distressed and impoverished 
sons and daughters claimed with pride as their native land, as 
a land of freedom, of magnanimity and of generosity; but that 
country slumbered in her own security; her freedom had made 
her redolent with its fruits ; pride had usurped the place of mag- 
nanimity, and her generosity reposed in the “dark valley of the 
shadow of death,” and the appeal of Texas was placed on the 
footstool of power for aseason. 

Sec. 4. Be it further resolved, That Texas was recognized by 
the most powerful, magnanimous and enlightened nations in the 
world to be a free, a sovereign and an independent Republic as 
she had declared herself to be; and that thereafter the United 
States followed the glorious examples set by European mno- 
narchies, and recognized her in her established character of a 
sovereign nation, with well defined metes and bounds. 

Sec. 5. Be it further resolved, That independent Texas 
claimed admission into the Union by the ties of consanguinity 
and territorial affinity and proposed to convey to her ancestral 
kinfolk a vast domain for only glittering dust enough to pay for 
the coarse and scanty food consumed by her heroes, while ex- 
pelling from their country a people whom it required a Harney, 
a Worth and a Scott to subdue—the dust was put in one balance, 
Texas and her domain in the other, and selfishness exclaimed 
u Texas, tarry till thy beard be grown.” 
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Sec. 6. Be it further resolved, That the Texian struggle for 
independence was successful, that the clangor of arms was no 
longer heard within her limits; that her late foe, Mexico, was 
treating with her for peace and only insisted that Texas would re- 
main sovereign and not unite as a State with the United States, 
when the Republic of the United States, by promises as fair as 
lover ever made to coy damsel, wooed and won her guileless 
heart. 

Sec. 7. Be it further resolved, That by hearkening to the 
Syren’s song, suspicion was aroused in the bosom of Mexico, 
and she threatened long and loud to unite with the Indians and 
wage anew, in its most horrid form, against Texas, a war of ex- 
termination whose rules adapted to the savage Indians’ taste 
would not be mitigated in favor of women and children; Texas 
was not prepared to remove these beyond danger, and accepted 
terms of union under which the United States are now dispens- 
ing justice to her as the Lion did to the Jackall. 

Sec. 8. Be it further resolved, That as Texas is only able to 
resist and restrain the unwarrantable, oppressive, flagitious and 
disgraceful appropriation of her domain by the United States, 
by words, for the lack of other means, our Senators be instruct- 
ed and our Representatives be requested, without delay, to ask 
for, demand and receive of the United States a full fair and suit- 
able equivalent for Texas for that portion of her public domain 
lying uorth of 369 30 min., and in which no county organiza- 
tion has been made by Texas, in consequence of the establish- 
ment and maintainence of a military government there bv the 
United States, contrary to the will and despite of the remonstrance 
of said State through her chief executive officer. 

Sec. 9. Be it further resolved, That if the said Senators and 
Representatives fail to accomplish what is contemplated in the 
Sth section hereof, that they demand of the United States Go- 
vernment the immediate suppression of said military government 
within the limits of Texas and full compensation and pay in 
money for the navy, arms, ammunition, armaments, magazines 
and munitions of war received nnder the terms of annexation, 
and yet unpaid for, as being necessary in the present emergency 
to enable Texas with greater ease to enforce her jurisdiction with- 
in all the territory which rightfully belongs to her. - 

Sec. 10. Be it further resolved, That the Legislature of the 
State of Texas most solemnly protests in the name of said State 
against any further interposition of obstacles and impediments by 
the Govérnment of the United States or under its authority to 
the respectful reception of the State officers and to the admini- 
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stration of State law and to the enforcement of State mandates 
“under her law in any portion whatever of the State domain of 
Texas, and more especially in that contiguous to the Rio 
Grande from its source to its debouchure into the Gulf of 
Mexico. . 

Sec. 11. Be it further resolved, That the Governor of this 
State be required to furnish each of our Senators and Represen- 
tatives in the Congress of the United States with a copy of these 
resolutions. i 

Mr. Taylor introduced a joint resolution for the relief of Sam. 
G. Norvell; read first time, - 

Mr. Walker introduced a bill better defining the boundaries of 
Kaufman county ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Walker, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on County Boun- 
daries. 

Mr. Cooke presented the petition of William A. Burnes; 
read, on motion of Mr. Cooke, referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Resolution of the Senate instructing the committec on the Judi- 
ciary to inquire into the propriety of passing a law authorizing the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue patents on land 
surveyed on eleven league grants or any part of an eleven league 
grant, &c. ; read and adopted. 

Mr. Portis introduced preamble and joint resolution for the 
relief of certain persons therein named accompanicd by the 
petition of William Primm; read first time. 

_ Joint- resolutions on the subject of slavery; read by sec- 
tions. 

Mr. Phillips moved to amend the Ist sections by inserting be- 
fore “our” the words “some of”; upon which the yeas and nays 
were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Davis, Grimes, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, 
Truit, Van Derlip, Walker and Wallace—11. 

Nays:—Messrs. Burleson, ~Cooke, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, 
McRae, Portis, Robertson, Taylor and Ward—10 ; adopted. 

Mr. Robertson moved to lay the resolutions on the table and 
make them the special order of the day for Saturday next; 
upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood as 
follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
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Kinney, Latimer, «McRae, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, 
"Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward and Walker— 18. 

Nays: Messrs. Pease, Phillips and Wallace—3. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned until three 
o'clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


Tbe Senate was called to order—quorum present. 

Mr. Portis, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred a bill from the House of Representatives to secure to the 
German Emigration Company andtheir colonists the lands to 
which they may be entitled, and to adjust the liabilities of said 
company, reported the same back to the Senate, with the follow- 
ing amendments, and recommended their adoption and the pas- 
sage of the bill: 

Amendments. 

Substitute for 11th section— 

« That citizens of Texas, creditors of said company shall have 
alien in the nature of a mortgage upon the lands acquired, in ac- 
cordance with this act, by conforming to the following requisites; 
such creditors (except those who have suits pending or obtained 
a judgment against said company in some one of the courts of 
this State or of the District Court of the United States for the 
District of Texas) shall file in the office of the county clerk of 
Bexar county a written statement of the nature of the claim 
against said company, and shall file therewith the obligation or 
evidence of such indebtedness, if the same be in writing, and if 
within six months from the passage of this act the said claim be 
not paid, the party owning the same can bring suit thereon in the 
District Court of said county, and upon the recovery of a final 
judgment, he can have execution against said lands, or a suf- 
ficiency thereof to satisfy the same, In such suits against said 
company, process can be served upon the agent or trustee of 
said company; and if they have no agent or trustee, or he can- 
not be found, then publication of the writ or process, by sticking 
a copy thereof up at the court-house door of Comal county four 
weeks before the return day thereof, shall be deemed and held 
sufficient service of such writ or process; and in suits which 
have been commenced, or upon which judgment may have been 
rendered in any of the above mentioned courts against the said 
company or those under whom they claim, the party prosecuting’ 
or owning the same shall not be compelled to filethe same, but 
such creditor shall be entitled to the same lien as attaches to other 
creditors filing their claims from the date of his or her judgment, 
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and all process necessary to be issued in any such suits may be 
served by the proper officer as above directed, provided that 
creditors who have a judgment or may obtain a judgment upon 
suits already commenced, shall have a lien from the date of their 
judgment upon the lands mentioned and any other land or- pro- 
perty belonging to said company within this State, and if the 
same be not paid or discharged within the said six months from 
the passage of this act, may have execution therefor, and may 
levy the same upon the said lands and property, and have the 
same sold or so much thereof as may be necessary to satisfy the 
same, provided that nothing in this act shall be so construed as 
to deprive the said company of any legal or equitable defence or 
remedy to which any citizen is entitled.” 

Amend 12th section by striking out the words “ under the pro- 
visions of this act,” and inserting ‘in this State.” 

Amend sec. 14, by adding “and at such other places as 
the said Commissioner may deem most convenient to those en- 
titled to certificates.” 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill for the relief of the heirs 
and legal representatives of William Wallace who fell at Goliad, 
reportea the same back to the Senate, without amendment, and 
recommended its passage. 

A bill to restore lands, sold for taxes and purchased by the 
State, to the former owners, together with the report of the com- . 
mittee on Finance offering an amendment thereto, was read;, 
amendment adopted, and bill passed to third reading. 

A bill to provide for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
State of Texas for the year 1851, together with the report of the 
committee on State Affairs offering amendments thereto, was 
read, and amendments adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the bill was laid on the table 
until to-morrow. 

A bill to secure to all actual settlers within the limits of the 
colony granted to Peters and others, commonly known as Peters’ 
colony, the lands to which they are entitled as colonists, was 
read. > 

The question was taken on the amendment proposed by Mr. 
Truit on yesterday, and amendment rejected. 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend the 8th section by iuserting after 
the word “ State” “by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate”; adopted. 


Mr, Pease moved that the Senate’s bil] be adopted as a sub- 
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stitute for the bill; upon which tle yeas and nays were called, 
and were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Gage, Pease, Phillips and Wallace—4. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, 
Parker, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Van Derlip, Ward and Walk- 
er—I13; rejected. 

Mr. Pease offered the following amendments; which were 
severally adopted, and bill passed to thiid reading. 

In the 2d section, strike out the words “settlers or colonists,” 
and insert “ persons.” 

In the 5th section, 5th line, strike out the word “ to.” 

{n the 12th section, 4th line, strike out all after the word “ pay- 
able” to the word “ conditioned” in the 5th line, and insert the 
words * to the State of Texas.” 

In the 14th section, strike out all after the word “ court” in the 
‘th line, and insert the words following: “ an appeal may be tak- 
en to the Supreme Court, on behalf of the State, and should the 
judginent of said District Court be affirmed ;, upon the mandate 
being returned to the District Court, a certificate shall be issued 
hy the clerk of said court in favor of the party claiming the same 
in accordance with the provisions of the seventh section of this 
act,” 

In the 9th section, 4th line, after the word “ witness,” insert the 
words * and the substance of the evidence of said witnesses, to- 
gether with the affidavit of the claimant.” 

In the 11th section, after the word “shall”, in the 5th line, in-> 
sert the words “examine the returns of said Commissioner 
and said field notes, and if the same are approved by hier he 
shall.” 

Insert the following asan additional section to come in before 
the last section: That nothing herein contained shal] be con- 
strued so as to place the contractors of said colony in a better or 
worse condition, in regard to the State of Texas, than they would 
be, if this act had not been passed.” 

Joint resolution to proctire the passage of a law by the Con- 
vress of the United States granting pensions to certain persons 
who suffered in the Texas revolution, or to their indigent widows 
and orphans; read and passed to third reading. 

A bill to create the county of McLennan; read, and, on 
motion of Mr. Cooke, laid on the table until Friday, the 11th 
instant. 

A bill to authorize sheriffs to charge mileage for executing pro- 
cess; read second time, aud, on motion of Mr. McRae, referred 
to the committee on Finance, 
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Joint resolution for the relief of David F. Webb, together with 
the report of the committee on Military Affairs askiug to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration, was read, and report 
adopted. 

Mr. Robertson moved to amend by inserting after “ Webb’ _ 
“and Lewis Kraats ”; adopted. 

Mr. Latimer moved to amend by inserting “ Joseph Levens” ; 
adopted. 3 

“Mr. Grimes moved to amend by striking out “ for hte,” and in- 
serting “ for two years” ; adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossui. 

Mr. Cocke made the following report : 


ComMiTTEE Room, January 9, 1550. 
To the EHenvruble President of the Renate: 


The Select committee, to whom was referred a resolution in- 
structing the committee on Indian Affairs to enquire into and re- 
port upon the expediency of granting to Hosea Mata and the re- 
mainder of his tribe of Indians leave to occupy aud cultivate 
three leazuos of land at the pleasure of the State, anc under her 
protection. in the county of Milam or Navarro and near the Com- 
manche Peak, have had the same under consideration, and have 
instructed me to report as follows: 

That tue com.niltee, upon examination, from the statements of 
many and the information given to a part of the committee by 
Major Neighbours, late Indian agent, that Hosea Maria is the 
chief of tue Anadakos, and their associate tribe the Tonies. 
tribes belonging to Texas, and in amity with her, Thst Hosea 
Maria has, on several occasions, attempted to e:.iblish himself, 
engage in agriculture with those over whom he is the principal 
chief, numbering in all about two hundred souls: that he has, for a 
long time, lent his influence in restraining the incnrsions of the 
Comanches and other hostile tribes upon the frontiers of our 
State, and aided in pointing out and reclaiming the stolen pro- 
perty of our citizens; that he and those over whom he presides 
manifest a strong desire for civilization and peace—yet they have 
been compelled to abandon, from time to time, their huts, fields 
and cultivated grounds, in consequence of locations and surveys 
being made upon the lands they have and do how occupy.— 
Therefore, the committee deem it expedient that the State set 
apart the nsufruct of three leagues of land to be taken out of the 
public domain in either of the counties aforesaid, and to cultivate 
peace with the said Hosea Maria and his associate tribe; and 

BB* 


4i4 


this step will keep them out of our settlements. We, therefore, 
beg leave to report the following bill and recommend its passage. 
WILDS K. COOKE, Chairman. 


A bill temporarily to settle Hosea Maria, chief of the Anadako 
and Jonies Indians, his associates, in the county of Milam or 
Navarro ; read first time. 

A bill to authorize the county court of Jasper county to have 
levied and collected a special county tax to be applied exclusive- 
iy to the erection of a jail and court-house for said county ; 
read, 

Mr. McRae moved to amend Ist section by adding the follow- 
ing proviso : a 

“ Provided, that the county court of Jasper county shall first 
order an election, by giving at least twenty days’ notice thereof, 
to ascertain whether the citizens of said county are in favor of 
levying such tax, and that the same shall not be levied with- 
out a majority of those voting shall be in favor of such levy”; 
adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend by striking out “ March,” and 
Inserting “ May”; adopted. , 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill making an appropriation for the pro rata pay of Thos. 
P. Anderson, deceased, surgeon in the navy of the late Republic 
of Texas. 

Mr. Pease moved to amend by striking out “ 5th April, 1844,” 
and inserting “5th of February, 1844”; adopted. 

The yeas and nays were called on the passage of-the bill to 
third reading, and stood as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, McRae, Parker, 
Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, ‘lruit, Van Derlip, 
Ward and Walker—15. 

Nays: Messrs. Grimes, Hart, Latimer and Wallace—4. 

_ Bill passed to third reading. 

Mr. Burleson. introduced a bill to extend and define the eastern 
boundary of Caldwell county ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the rule was suspended ; bill 
read second time and referred to the committee on County Boun- 
daries. 

A bill making additional appropriations of land for the pur- 
poses of education ; read and passed to third reading. 

A bill to amend the 3d section of an act providing for the trans- 
fer of the records of administrators to new counties, approved 
13th May, 1846; read and ordered to be engrossed. 
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Joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to issue a certificate to J. H. Single- 
ton for one-third of a league of land ; read and ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

Joint resolution, relative to extending the jurisdiction of the 
State of Texas over the south halt of.a certain portion of Red 
River; read, and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, made the special 
order of the day for Friday, the 11th. 

Mr. Davis moved to reconsider the vote which adopted the 
amendment inserting “ a portion” to joint resolutions, relative to 
slavery. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the motion to reconsider was 
laid on the table, 

Joint resolution instructing our Representatives in Congress to 
use their efforts to obtain an appropriation for the improvement 
of the navigation on our south-western coast ; read and passed to 
third reading. 

A bill to provide for the holding an election for the permanent 

-location of the seat of Government of the State, together with 
the report of the committee on Finance offering amendments 
thereto, was read ; amendments adopted and bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the Senate adjourned.” 


Tuurspay, 9 o’clock, a. M, January 10, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, 
Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and. Wallace. 

The journals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate thatthe House had passed the following 
bills and joint resolutions: : 

A bill to provide for distributing the reports of the decisions 
of the Supreme Court of this State ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Duncan MclIutyre, de- 
ceased ; : - 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act to exempt an) 
ings and grounds designed and used for purposes of education, 


or public worship from taxation ; 
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A bill to ameud the first section of an act entitled an act to re- 
gulate the license and practice of attorneys and couusellors-at- 
Taw, has May 12th, 1846; 

A bill tor the relief of William C. Sparks, assignee of Samuel 
W. Willis ; 

A bill to establish the Rio Grande Rail-way and Tnrnpike 
Company ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Elizabeth Hart ; 

Joint resolution granting Harriet, a free woman ‘of color, the 
privilege of remaining in the State ‘of Texas; and, ; 

Joint resolution prescribing the mode of transferring the con- 
solidated stock fund of the late Republic of Texas. 

Also, that the House had adopted the report of the committee 
of conference on a bill to amend the 6th, 7th and 9th sections of 
an act authorizing and requiring the county’ court to regulate 
roads, appoint overseers, &c., approved March 15, 1848. ` 

Mr Lictimer, chairman of the committee oi Public Lands, to 
whom was referred a bill to authorize Bartlett Sims to raise a 
location therein named, and to Jocate the same on any vacant 
land, rerorted the seme back to the Senate, with an amendinent, 
and recommended its passage. 


simendment. 


In 2d vec., Sth line, after + State” insert the following Proviso : 
u Provided, that this act shall not be construed as a ‘Tea slative 
expression of opinion in regard to the claim of the suid Jose 

Antonio Navarro. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to who.n was referred a biil for the relief of the Leirs of 
Arthur Hidtidze, reported the same Lack to the Senate aud re- 
commended its ee 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a bill to authorize sheriffs to charge mileage, &c., 
reported that the committce could not agree upon a report, and 
returned the same to the Senate for their ¢ action. 

Mr. Grimes, from the same committee, made the following 
report : 

Committee Room, January 10, 1550. 
Hon. Joun A. Greer, 
` President of the Senate : 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill for the 
relief of persons therein mentioned, together with an amend- 
ment, after giving thesubject due deliberation, a majority of the 
committee have instructed me to report the original bill and re- 
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commend its passage, with an amendment to the caption, As 
the amendment referred to include S. S. Davis in the provi- 
sions of the bill, yar committee had no evidenc@of the justness 
of the claim. 

Amendment to the Caption. 

Strike out “persons therein named,” and insert “Hugh Hope, 
Edward West and Martin Glover.” 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed : 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act creating 
fees of office, approved March 20, 1848 ; 

An act to establish the La Salle and El Paso Rail-way Com- 
pany ; 

An act to authorixe ard require the Commissioner of the Genc- 
ral Land Office to issue a certificate to Wiley Marshall for three 
hundred and twenty acres of land; and, 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Patsy Lewis, dec’d. 

Mr, Wallace made the following report: 


Committee Room, January 10, 1850. 
Lo the Honorable President of the Senate: 

The committee on Enrolled Bill have examined the Hottse’s 
bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of George W. 
Manie, dec’d ; it was correctly enrolled. 

Mr. Wallace, also, made the following report : 


CommITTEE Room, January 10, 1850. 
To the Honorable President of the Senate ; 
The committee on Enrolled Pills yesterday, presented to the 
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Goverhor of the State 2 Lili to be entitled an act to authorize and 
require the Commissioner of the General Land Office to issuc 
patents on land located in three surveys in certain cases, and a 
bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Rio Grande City, after 
they had been signed by the Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives and President of the Senate. 

Mr. Ward, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported a 
bill to locate the seat of justice of Dallas county, correctly en- 
rolled. ; 

Mr. Truit introduced a bill for the relief of Charles T. Stan- 
ly; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Truit, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time and refered to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. os 

Mr. Van Derlip introduced a bill for the relief of George C. 
Arnest ; read first time, 
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Mr. Latimer introduced a bill to amend the sixth section of an 
act to regulate the license and practice of attorneys and counsel- 
lors-at-law ; read first time. : 

Mr. Robertson*introduced a bill amendator@¥of an act entitled 
an act to establish the method of trying the right of propert 
levied on under writs of execution, sequestration and attachment, 


when the same is claimed by a person nota party to such suit ; 
read first time, 


~ 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to create the Twelfth Judicial District; read second 
tima. 

Mr. Van Derlip presented a memorial of the citizens of the 
Fourth Judicial District ; and, on motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the 
bill and memorial were referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

A bill to prevent and to punish attorneys, counsellors-at-law, 
agents and others from and for swearing to facts in the proceed- 
ings or prosecution of civil or criminal cases in the courts and 
tribunals of the State, unless such facts or data be within : their 
own personal knowledge, and not upon the information of others ; 
zead second time, and, on motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to a 
Select committee of five. 

Messrs. Brashear, Portis, Moffett, Welker and Latimer were 
appointed said committee. 

A bill to repeal an act to provide for closing the business of 
the late War and Marine Department, and to transfer the books, 
records and papers of the Adjutant General’s office to the office 
of Secretary of State; read, and, on motion of Mr. Kinney, laid 
on the table. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel G. Newton & Co. and Tilly & 
Hewit; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Walker, refer- 
red to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to authorize the surveyor of Smith county to record 
field notes therein mentioned ; read second time, and, on motion 
of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on County Boun- 
daries. 

A bill to repeal an act authorizing the appointment of a fiscal 
agent, and for the better security of the revenue, approved March 
20th, 1848; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, re- 
ferred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to change the time of holding the courts in a part of the 
Fourth Judicial District; read second time, and, on motion of 
Mr, Brashear, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
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A bill.to authorize Bailey Inglish, Thomas Cowart and their 
associates to construct a turnpike road from the town of Benham, 
in the county of Fannin, across the Bois d’Are bottom to the 
highland on the east side of said stream in the direction of Paris 
in Lamar county ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Hart, 
referred to the committee on Internal Improvement. 

A bill to create the county of Kinney ; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr, Robertson, referred to the committee on County 
Boundaries. 

A bill to create the county of Bell; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Portis, referred to the committee on County Boun- 
daries. 

A bill to amend an act to create the county of Webb, appro- 
ved January 28th, 1848; read second time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on County Boundaries, 

A bill changing the name of George North to George Gouglass 
Bigelow; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, re- 
ferred to the committee on State Affairs. 

"A bill granting a charter to the Galveston and Brazos Naviga- 
tion Company ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Portis, 
referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill for the relief of those who fell with Fannin, Ward, Travis, 
Grant and Johnson, during the war with Mexico, in the year 
1836 ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill defining the time, when all laws, hereafter enacted by 
the Legislature of the State of Texas, shall take effect; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A. bill appropriating to the Governor the sum of five hundred 
dollars to pay the house rent and the serving of a porter ; read se- 
cond time, and, on motion of Mr. Truit, referred to the committee 
on Finance. i 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act supplementary 
to an act to create the county of Smith, approved February 26, 
1848; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker,-referred 
to the committee on County Boundaries. 

A bill to define the time of holding the District Court in the 
Fifth Judicial District; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Wallace, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the Bay- 
lor University, approved February ist, 1845; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Latimer, referred to the committee on - 
Education, 
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A bill to perfect the land titles in Castros colony; read se- 
cond time, and, on motion of Mr. Van Derlip, referred to the 
committee on Public Lands. 

A bill to amend the charter of the town of Goliad; read se- 
cond time, and, on motion of Mr. Kinney, referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Wm. S. Tuten; 
read second time, and, on motion ot Mr, Parker, referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. 


Joint resolntion authorizing the Governor to subscribe for three 
hundred copies of the second and third volumes of the decisions 
of the Supreme Court of this State ; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Latimer, referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Ani to quiet land titles west of the Nueces river; read se- 
cond time. 


Mr. Grimes moved to amend the 1st section by inserting alter 
the word “appoint” “by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate”; adopted. 


Mr. Van Derlip moved to amend 1st section by inserting after , 
the word “Nueces” the words * Presidio, Worth and Santa Fé” ; 
adopted. f 

Mr. Van Derlip offered the following amendment to come in 
at the end of section 3: 

“In the county of Presidio, on the 4th Monday in September, 
1851, and continue in session 2 months, In the county of El 
Paso, Ist Monday in December, 1851, continue in session 2 
months. In the county of Worth, ist Monday in February, 
1852, may continue in session 2 months. In the county of Santa 
Fé, the 2d Monday in April, 1852, and may continue in session 
two months”; adopted. 

The bill was then oidered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Burleson introduced a joint resolution for the removal of 
Indians beyond the limits of the State of Texas; read first 
time. . l 

A bill to establish permanently the seat of justice of Leon 
county, together with the report of the committee on County 

3oundaries offering an amendment thereto, was read; amend- 
ment adopted, and bill passed to third reading. 

A bill reqniring casts to be paid in cases of appeals to the 
Supreme Court, and changes of venue: read, and, on motion of 
Mr. Wailace, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A Lel for the relief of the heirs and temal representatives 
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of John O. Ogden; read second time and ordered to bė en- 
grossed. 

Joint resolution maki sg au appropriation for the reliefand edu- 
cation of Angelina Elizabeth Dickinson, together with the report 
of the comuiittee on Finance recommending uo farther action 
on the bill, was read, and report adopted. 

A bill to reserve to every head of a family certain property, 
and to exempt the same fiom forced sale under execution or 
otherwise, together with the report of the Select committee offer- 
ing amendmeuts thereto, was read, aud amendmeuts adopted. 

Mr. Walker moved to amend by insering "2000 lbs.” before 
“beef”; rejected. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the bill by insertiug after the 
word “otherwise,” 1m List section, the words “on, or for debts 
hereafter contracted,” 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the bill and amendment were laid on 
the table and made the special order of the day for to-mer- 
row, 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill to extend and define the eastern boun- 
dary of Caldwell county, reported the same back to the Senate, 
with the following amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Additional section to come in by way of amendment: 

“ Sec, 2. Be it further enacted, That Johu 'T. Story be, and 
he is hereby authorized to run and mark the lines, agreeable to 
the provisions of the Ist section of this act, for which the county 
court of Caldwell county be, and they are hereby authorized to 
pay said Story ont of the county treasury for the performance of 
said work, at the same rates that district surveyors ate allowed 
for other surveying, as soon as said John T. Story shall return 
the Held notes, to the county court of Caldwell county, of the 
survey as contemplated by the provisions of the first section cf 
this act.” 

Mr. Wallace made the following report : 

Commirree Room, January 10, 1850. 
To the President of the Senate: 

The joint committee on Enrolled Bills, report a bill to be en- 
titled an act supplementary to an act entitled an act to establish 
and incorporate the college of De Kalb, approved January 26th, 
1839, and a bill to be entitled an act to legalize the head-right 
certificate of Simon P. Barnes, correctiy enrolled. 

Joint resolution requiring the clerk of Austin connty to re- 
eord all the proceedings of the Alealde courts which may te 
found in his office, together with the report of the committer on 

ce 
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the Judiciary offering amendments thereia, was read; amend 
ments adopted, and bril ordered to be engrossed by the follow 
mg vete; 

“Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Kinney, 
Latimer, McRae, Parker, Pease, Porus, Tay lor, Trait and Van 
Dertip—-13. 

; Nays: Messrs. Gage, Grimes, Hart, Moffett, Phillips and Wal- 
ace— 6, 

A bill to change the name of William Lipe Walradt to Wil- 
liam W lradt Dunlap; ; read and passed to third reading. 

A bill for the relicf of Win, K. Melton; read, aud, on motion 
of Mr Van Derlip, laid on the table until to-morrow. 

A bill requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue a certificate of one-third of a league of land to the heirs 
of Montgomery Baxter; read and ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill for the relief of 2 Mary Henderson ; read and passed to 
third reading. 

A biil to authorize the county court of Harrison county to 
have record book B of bonds, deeds, mortgages and other in- 
struments of writing, now in the connty elerk’s office of said 
county, trauscribed ; read and passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Heinek the Senate adjourned “antil three 
o'clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


Tbe Senate was called to order—quorum present. 

A bill to incorporate the city of Brownsville; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time and referred to the commiltee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to restore lands, sold for taxes aud purchased by the 
State, to the former owners ; read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution instrueting our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives to procure the passage of a law by the Congress 
of the United States granting pensions to certain persons who 
suffered in the Texas revolution, or to their indigent widows and 
children ; read third time and passed, 

Joint resolution instructing our Representatives in Congress 
to use their efforts to obtain an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the navigation on our south-western coast; read third 
time and passed. 

A bill supplementary to an act creating fees of office, approved 
March 20th, 1848; read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Patsy Lewis, dec’d; read 
third time and passed. 
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A tall to aath ozo and require the Camans mnez of the Gone 
ral Land Ofise to issue a eentiicate to Wiley Marchail for 329 
acres of land: read thud time and passed. 

A bill to establish the La Salle and BI Paso Rail-way Com- 
pany was read, and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, laid on the table 
and mad» the order of the day for Saturday, the 12th inst. 

A bil for the rehef of Washington H. Secrest; read third 
time aid passed. 

A bil making additional appropriations of land for the pur- 
poses of education; read third time and passed by the following 
vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Davis, [Jart, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, 
Moffett, Portis, Taylor, Van Derlip, Walker and Wallace—12. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Parker, Pease and 
Phillips—6, 

A bill to secure to all actual settlers within the limits of the 
colony granted to Peters and others, commonly known as Peters’ 
colony, the lands to which they are entitled as colonists ; read 
third time and passed. 

A bill making an appropriation for the pro tata pay of Thos. 
P. Auderson, deceased, surgeon in the navy of the iate Republic 
of Texas; read third time. 

On motion ef Kr. Pease, a call of the Senate was had. 

The Senate being full, the yeas and nays were called on the 
passage of the biil, and were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Kin- 
ney, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, 
Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward and Walker—18. 

Nays: Messrs. Grimes, Hart, Latimer and Wallace—4; so 
the bill passed. 

A bill to revise and amend an act to locate permanently the 
seat of justice for the county of De Witt, approved March 9th, 
1848 ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Phillips, referred 
to the committee on County Boundaries, 

A bill to provide for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
Stave of Texas for the year 1850); read third time. 

Qn motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the vote which adopted the 
amendment bv striking out “one” wherever it appears imme- 
diately after the word “ fifty,” was reconsidered, 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the amend- 
ment, atid the amendment rejected ; the bill then passed to third 
reading, 

A message was received from the Honse of Representatives, 
jnforming the Senate that the House had passed a Joint resolu- 
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tion authorizing R. S. Neighbours, the Commissioner appointed 
to organize the counties of Pi residio, El Paso, Worth and Santa 
Fé, to draw his salary in advance. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the joint resolution was taken up and 
read first time. 

Mr. Burleson moved to suspend the rule that the resolution 
might be read a second time; lost. 

Mr. Gage introduced a hill to require the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue patents in certain cases; read first 
time. 

A bill for the relief of William C. Sparks, assignee of Samuel 
W. Willis; read first time. 

Joint resolution grantiog Harriet, a fiee woman of color, the 
privilege of remaining in the State of T exas; read first time. 

A bill to provide for distributing the reports of the decisions of 
the Supreme Court of this State; read first time. 

Joint resolution prescribing the mode of transfering the con- 
solidated stock fund of the late Republie of Texas; read fist 
time. 
~ Joint resolution for the relief of Elizabeth Hat; read first 
time. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue a head-right certificate for 320 acres of land to Guy 
M. Bryan; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs ahd legal representatives of 
William Wallace who fell at Goliad ; 1ead and ordered to be en- 
grossed, 

A bill for the benefit of the heirs of James Ury, decd ; read 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to establish the Rio Grande Rail- -way and Turnpike 
Company ; read first time. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Duncan McIntyre, dec’d; 
read first time, 

A bill snpplementary to an act entitled an act to exempt build- 
ings and grounds, designed and used for purposes of cducation 
or public “worship, from taxation + read first time, and, on motion 
of Mr. Pease, laid on the table. 

A bill to require the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue a patent to James Hall, administrator of the estate of 
Richard Hall, dec’d; read. 

Mr. Robertson offered a substitute for the bill; which was 
read and adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

©n motion of Mr, Wallace, the Senate adjourned. 
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Fripay, 9 o'clock, a. M., January 11th, 1850: 


The Señate was called to order by the President pro. tem.— 
Senators present: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, 
Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace, 

The journals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred the petition of the cilizens of Honston 
county asking that a new county be created off the south part 
of said Honston county, reported a bill to create the county of 
Marion, and a fill to provide for the election.of county officers 
for the conuty of Marion; which were severally read first time. 

Mr. Gage, trom the same committee, to whom was referred a 
bill to amend an act to create the county of Webb, approved 
January 28, 1848; a bill to authorize the surveyor of Smith 
county to record certain field notes therein mentioned, and a bill 
supplementary to an act to create the county of Smith, approved 
Febroary 26, 1848, reported the same back to the Senate, with- 
out amendments, and recommended their passage. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Daniel Fuller, re- 
ported a bill for his relief; which was read first time. 

Mr. Robertson, from the same committee, to whom was refer- 
red a bill for the relief of Charles T. Stanly, and a bill for the 
relief of William 5. ‘Tuten, reported the same back to the Senate, 
withont amendinent, and recommended their passage. 
~ Mr. Robertson, from the same committee, to whom was refer- 
red a bill for the relief of those who fell with Fannin, Ward, 
Travis, Grant and Johnson, during the war with Mexico, in 
the year 1836, reported the same back to the Senate, with the 
following amendment, and recommended its adoption and the 
passage of the bill. 


Amendment. 


Insert between the words * Grant” and * or,” in the Sth sec- 
tion, the word * Fannin,” 
Mr. Robertson, from the same committee, to whom was refer- 
red a bill for the relief of Frederick Scranton, reported a substi- 
‘tute for the same and 1ecommended its adoption and passage. 
Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
whom was referred a bill to provide for the erection of public 
buildings at the seat of Government to be located by a vote of 
the people in 1850, reported the same back to the Sdnate, with- 
cc* 
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out amendment, and recommended to the, favorable considera- 
tion of the Senate. 


Mr. Cooke, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, made the following report : 


CommitTEE Room, January 11, 1850. 


'T'o the Hon. John A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 
The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of James R, Pace praying the Legislature to 


make an appropriation for his use and benefit for having con- 
nected certain surveys in the ‘Travis land district. have had the 
same under consideration, aud beg leave to report that we have 
every reason to believe ihat the account is just and trne—the 
connections were made, in obedience to an order from the Com. 
missioner of the General Land Office, and in ‘accordance with 
the then existing laws, and at some expense and great hazard to 
the district surveyor, as that portion of country in which these 
connections were made, was infested with hostile Indians at that 
time, besides the Commissioner of the General Land Office could 
not issue patents to applicants until these connections had been 
made. We, therefore, present the following bill for the relict of 
the petitioner and recommend it to the favorable consideration of 
the Senate. WILDS K. COOKE, Chairman. 


A bill for the relief of James R. Pace; read first time. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
whom was referred the petition of David Randon praying for the 
passage of a law changing the name ot Richmond Hill to that 


of David Randon, reported the following bill and recommended 
it to the favorable consideration of the Senate. 
A bil] to change the name of Richmond Hll to David Ran- 

don ; read first time. 
Z Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
_ was referred a bill to repeal an act authorizing the appointment 
‘ of a fiscal agent, and for the better security of the revenue, ap- 
i proved March 20th, 1848, reported the same back to the Senate 
‘and recommended its passage. 


Mr. Wallace, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : 


Commirree Room, January 11, 1850. 
To the Honorable President of the Senate : 
A bill to be entitled an act to legalize the head-right certificate 
ef Simon P. Barnes, and a bill to be entitled an act supplemen- 
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tary to an act entitled an act to establish and incorporate the col- 
lege of De Kalb, approved January 26th, 1839, having been 
signed by the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, were presented to the Governor of the State, 
on yesterday, the 10th inst. 

Mr. Ward, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
a Lill entitled an act to locate the seat of justice of Dallas county 
was presented to the Governor for his approval on the 10th inst. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The Senate adopted the report of the committee of conference 
on a bill to amend the 6th, 7th and 9th sections of an act autho- 
rizing and requiring the county courts to regulate roads, ap- 
point overseers, &c., approved March 15 h, 1848. 

A hill to reserve to every bead of a family certain property, 
and to exempt the same from forced sale under execution or 
otherwise. 

The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Wallace on yesterday, and were as follows: 
Yeas: Messrs. Pease, Phillips, Robertson and Wallace—4. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
Moffett, Parker, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip and Walk- 
er—13 ; rejected. 

Mr. Pease offered the following proviso to come in at the end 
of the 3d section : 

« Provided, that this repeal shall not be so construed as to sub- 
ject any property, heretofore exempted from forced sale, to the 
_ payment of any debts heretofore contracted” ; adopted, 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
inforining the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills which originated in the Senate: 

A bill to amend an act regulating attachments, approved 
March tith, 1848; and, 

A bill to incorporate the town of Castroville. 

Also, a bill to prescribe the mode of adoption, with amend- 
ments.. 5 

Also, the following bills which originated in the House, viz: 

A bill to incorporate the Mount Vernon Male and Female 
Academies ; and, i 

A bill to establish and incorporate a Hterary institution under 
the supervision and control of the Eastern Texas Annual Con- 
terence located at or near the town of Henderson, Rusk county, 
in this State. 
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Mr. Kinney, chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs, 
made the foilowing report : 


Commir res Room, January 11, 1850. 


To the Hon. John A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred a res- 
olution authorizing and instructing said committee to inquire and 
ascertain, if possible, what namber of persons have been killed 
or captured, during the past year, within the settlements of Tex- 
as; by what tribe, or tribes of Indians, if to be ascertained, the 
name, age aud sex of the persons killed or captured, if known ? 
also, to enquire and ascertain what other depredations have heen 
committed by the Indians; and the value of property stelen or 
carried away by them, ifany: All of which your coninittee, in 
conjunction with a like committee on the part of the Senate, have 
had under consideration, and after giving the subject the most 
mature deliberation, relative to all matters aud things therein 
contained, together with a full investigation of all the evidence 
within their reach, beg leave to make the following report ; 

In the investigation of a subject of such a complicated charac- 
ter, your committee, to be enabled to given clear aud full expo- 
sition of all the facts connected with their duty, have spared no 
exertion on their part, to ascertain and procure the niost correct 
information relative to Indian affairs on our frontier. In adopt- 
ing such a conrse, they found themselves laboring under many 
disadvantayes, which, to a certain extent, have procrastinated 
their investigations, and may be assigned as some of the reasons 
why their report has not been completed at an earlier day.— 
Throngh the prompt and kind aid of Major-General Brooke, 
commanding the 8th Military Department, your committee have 
been furnished by that officer with much valuable information 
relative to late Indian depredations committed on our frontier; 
this, together with other statements, obtained from several mem- 
bers of the Legislature, constitute, and will form the basis of this 
report. 

A subject of so much importance, and one involving so many 
interests of the highest consideration, both to the citizens located 
on our border, and to the General Government, shonid not be 
treated with a merc passing notice, but ought to receive that at- 
tention worthy of its character, and in aceordance with its mag- 
nitnde. Along an extended frontier, such as that on the confines 
of Texas, it is not very probable that every incident which has oc- 
curred during the past year, can be enumerated, nor shall we at- 
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tempt to portray the reckless and daring atrocities perpetrated by 
Indians, or recapitulate those distressing scenes that have desola- 
ted so ve of the fairest portions of our State, thus casting a gloom 
over the homes of many families that were happy and prosper- 
ous, rendering them destitute, and without the ordinary means of 
subsistence, hesides retarding the progress of the country, both 
in agricultural and commercial advancement, We shall confine 
ourselves, principally, to the history, and condition of the fron- 
tier during the past year, aud shall endeavor to give in detail, all 
prominent and leading events, that have taken place within that 
time. 

Your committee, to comply fully with the requirements of the 
resolution, so as to make their report comprehensive and saisfac- 
tory, submit the following statement, as obtained officially and 
voluntarily, from various sources, as will be scen by reference 
thereto, which, in the opinion of your committee, can be relied 
upou. Lt will be seen that the first aggressions committed by In- 
dians ou our settlements on the frontier, happened in the early 
part of the spuug of the past year, and have been repeated, as 
has heretofore been the custom of the prairie Indiaus, during 
the warin seascn or summer months. ‘The greatest destruction 
of life and loss of property which our frontier has been visited 
with, has occurred on the east bank of the Rio Grande river, and 
in the viceintty of Corpus Christi. The following list wil] exhi- 
bit the names of those citizens of Texas who have been either 
killed, wounded. or carried into captivity, residents of Corpus 
Christi. or persons moving to that place or going there on busi- 
ness.—[See document A.] ~ 

In April, James Welch, (a teamster,) killed on his way to Cor- 
pus Chiisti, from Mier, age abont 40 years, in the employ of H. 
L. Kinuey ; also, another teamster, at the same time and place, 
an American, name unkuown, Leoncia Gonzales, Francisco Ve- 
Ja, Jyan Vela and Julian Ortiz, killed while escorting a team 
from Mier to Corpus Christi. Clement Garcia, a herdsman, kill- 
ed at Casa Blaneca—Mr. Carline and a Mexican whose name is 
unknown, killed at the Santa Teresa, on their way to Corpus 
Christi; Cecelio Balero, wounded at the San Jetindes ; ‘Tomas 
Gomez, wounded at the Alazan; Juan Balero, carried iuto captiv- 
ity from the San Jetrudes; Tereia Gonzales, Josefa Gonzales and 
Maria Gonzales, killed or captured while on their way from Mier 
to Corpus Christi. : 

In May and June: Jose Zapato, Juan Cnalles and Anastasio 
Wavino, herdsmen, killed at the Baranca Blanco. Angel Guz- 
man, a herdsman, killed in sight of Corpus Christi; Joaquin Za- 
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mora, Antonio Cabazos, Tomas Borero. Felipe Zalaza and Ac- 
quipeto Martinez, herdsmen, killed at the Alazan. Two Ameri- 
cans, names unknown, found killed in the neighborhcod of Casa 
Blancha. Two Mexicans, names unknown, found killed at Ba- 
ranco Blanco. 

In July and August: Anastacio Flores, wounded at Baranco 
Blanco, William Stewart, Felipe Pezuela, Antonio Pena and Am- 
brozia Vasquez, laborers, killed near Corpns Christi. Guadalupe 
Redouris, killed on his way to Corpus Christi from Gnerero. Jnan 
Zalazar, wounded in sight of Corpus Christi. Raphael Vil- 
lael, wounded on his way from Guerrero to Corpus Christi. Jno. 
Welder, a German boy, made captive at Black Point, Refogio 
connty, not a great distance from Corpus Christi; he was abont 
12 years of age, and was recaptured by Lieut. Andrew Walker, 
of Capt. Blackwell’s company of Rangers, fram the Comanche 
Indians, on the 2d August, 1849, several Indians being killed in 
the fight. here were also three children, names unknown, taken 
into caplivity by the Indians, the parents of whom were on their 
way moving from Guerrero to Corpus Christi, and are supposed 
to have been killed by the same party. 

There is no data before your committee, by which the age 
of the persons above named, can be ascertained. 

The tribe of Iadicus who are supposed to have committed the 
murders and depredations just enumerated, from the arrows found 
and taken from the bodies of the killed and wonnded, and which 
are now in the possession of one of the committee, are similar to 
those used by the Comanches, and are generally believed to be- 
long to that tribe. 

By reference to a communication from the Hon. H. Clay Da- 
vis, accompanying this report, addressed to the chairman of the 
committee, on the part of the Senate, it will be seen to what ex- 
tent the ontrages upon citizens and property have been carried by 
the Indians at and near Rio Grande city, Starr county, the fol- 
lowing of which is an extract: 

“About the latter part of March last, the Indians made a foray 
down the Rio Grande, and encamped ‘some 50 miles from Rio 
Grande city, at a place called ‘ Encinal,” where they remained 
until Angust, during which time they were committing depre- 
dations daily, such as murdering all travellers going from or to 
the Rio Grande, sending in to the river, stealing horses and cap- 
turing females, murdering the men and infants whom they. fonnd 
on the eastern bank of the Rio Grande, The first atrocity they 
committed, was on the 2d day of April, when they made a de» 
scent upon a rancho above Rio Grande city, and killed the own- 
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er and an old woman and infant; took into captivity two beauti- 
ful girls, and after using them three days, cut eff their hair and 
turned them loose, one of whom returned, and the other, it is 
supposed, committed suicide from shame, as her corpse was found 
a few days afterwards. The Indians remained in the timber a 
considerable tinie, killing all they came across, and driving off 
all the horses and mules in that vicinity. I have summed up the 
number of killed and carried into captivity, in the county of Starr, 
and to the best of my recollection, 1 find that it amounts to up- 
wards of eighty souls.—(See document B.] 

In a communication from the Hon. H. P. Bee, addressed to the 
chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs on the pait of the 
House, to which reference may be had, the number of killed in 
Webb county, his place of residence, is estimated by him to be 
about twenty persons, besides a number of women and children 
carried into captivity, almost equal in number to those that have 
been murdered—estimated at ten or fifteen persons.—[Sce docu- 
ment G.] 

Mr. Bee’s communication contains other valuable and interest- 
ing information, which will be noticedinanother part of this report. 

Lieut. Viele of the lst regiment of Infantry, under a commu- 
nication, dated Camp Crawford, Laredo, July 10, 1849, address- 
ed to Major George Deas, Assistant Adj’t General Sth Military 
Department, contains further information relative to Indian mur- 
ders in Webb county, which we presume is contained in the list 
furnished by Mr. Bee. He says: © ‘The murders to which I re- 
ferred, occurred some time since; the one a boy, at a rancho, 
about 25 or 30 iniles above here, on this side of the river; the 
ather a woman at a rancho, about the same distance below, on 
the other side of the river.” He further states, that “a party of 
mustang runners from this place were attacked by the Indians in 
the prairie, about the 20th of June, and two of their number killed.” 

The same officer, in a subsequent report to Major Deas, dated 
same place, August 18, 1849, from which we take the following 
extracts. ‘This report, after giving an account of an attack npon 
a boat under charge of some Mexicans, on the 2ist July last, 
thongh without doing any damage, says: “ They bad crossed 
the night before, and during the day following attacked a train 
of pack mules, killed and sealped one man, and drove off all the 
animals.” He further states, that “on the 12m of August, a large 
party of Indians were seen at San Juanite, on the Corpus Christi 
* road, and travelled down the river.” Ou their route they are re- 
ported to have taken three children from a rancho opposite Guer- 
ero, to have outraged the persons of three women at a rancho 
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opposite Mier, and to Have shot a woman in the town of Roma 
[See documents C. and D.] 

Neither of these reports designates, or contains any informa- 
tion relative to the tribe of Indians by whom these depredations 
were committed. 

Again, we observe a communication from Brevet-Major James 
Longstreet, Sth Infantry, to Major Deas, that a private in his com- 
mand was killed on the night of the 21st November last, at Fort 
Lincoln, on the Rio Seco, Bexar county, by a party of Indians— 
tribe unknowu.—[See document E.] 

In a statement made by John F. McKinney sq., of Goliad to 

your committee, the undersigned ascertain that four diflferent fo- 
rays h:ve been made by Indians upon the settlements in the 
neighborhood of Goliad, during the years 1548 and 1849, which 
resulted in the stealing of horses and other preperty belonging to 
the citizens of Goliad county. At one time they were met by a 
party of citizens of Goliad and DeWitt conntices and routed, leav- 
ing several of their comrades dead on the ground ; though unfor- 
tunately, Captain York who commanded the party, his sou-in law, 
Mr. Boll, and aman by the name of Sykes, were killed in the 
fight. In May, 1819, they made another descent upon the settle- 
ments on the west bank of the San Antonio river, m the connty 
of Goliad, stealing horses and other property ; they were pursned 
by Captain Johnson of Goliad, with a few men, overtaken and 
a portion of the property recaptured.—[See document M.] 
* This statement is corroberated by the Hon. Edward Burleson, 
who i: addition to the death of York and his party, gives a fur- 
ther statement of the murderof two young men, brothers, named 
Davis, residing on the Sandies, a western tributary of the Gua- 
dalup? river, in DeWitt connty. He also mentions that Dr. Bar- 
nett was kiled by Indians near his home, west of the Guadalupe 
river, and at the time of his death he was chief justice of Gon 
zales county. 

All of the above persons were killed during ihe snmimer and 
fall of 1848, and were citizens of DeWitt connty, with the ex- 
ception of Dr. Barnett, who was a citizen of Gouzales county.— 
It is not known by what tribe of Indians these murders were 
committed.—[See document N.] , 

By reference toa communication dated, Head-quarters, 8th 
Military Department, San Antonio, December 4th, 1549, address- 
ed to the chairman” of the committee on the part of the Senate, 
the writer says: “It is also known officially that seven Mexi- 
cans were killed by Indians in the mouth of June last on the 
road between Castroville and the Leona.—[See document F.] 
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These Mexicans, your committee have been informed were citi- 
zens of San Antonio, Bexar county, and were on their return 
home, having been engaged in carting government supplies from 
San Antonio to the Post on the Leona. 

The Hon. R. E. Clements, in a note addressed to this commit- 
tee, states that: “In the county of Cameron where I have resided 
for the last three years, lam sorry to say that the Indians have 
visited us frequently, and never without committing a number of 
bloody murders, as well as carrying off a number of women and 
children, and driving with them hundreds of head of animals. 
There has seldom been one month in the last two years, that the 
people of this county have not hada visit from Indians. In the 
month of May last a large party visited Palo Alto, within ten or 
twelve miles of the town of Brownsville, where they took some 
twenty-five wagons ‘and carts, loaded with merchandise, killed 
several of the teamsters, and destroyed and carried away about 
$4000 worth of goods. On the morning following they visited 
a large racho, and carried into captivity the wife and two sisters- 
in-law of the owner of the rancho, piercing his mother-in-law 
with spears and arrows, leaving hersupposed to be dead.” ‘The 
undersigned have no evidence before them of the number of per- 
sons killed in Cameron county, but from the most reliable source 
it is supposed that not less than twenty persons have been killed. 

Since writing the foregoing, the undersigned have received 
jurther information relative to Indian depredations, committed re- 
cently in the neighborhood of Castroville, in Medina county.— 
Mr. Castro, our informant, states in his note, addressed to the 
committee, that about a week ago, the Indians made their appear- 
ance seven miles from Castroville, on the San Geronimo, thev 
killed four men of the colony, and carried away a number of 
horses. They proceeded from San Geronimo to Quihy villaze. 
one of my settlements, attacked a honse, killed two oxen and a 
cow. Qnihiis ten miles from Castroville.—[See document O.} 

In addition to the above your committee have obtained other 
facts from San Antonio, corroborating the above statement, be- 
sides communicating further intelligence relative to late Indian 
outrages. We make the following extract from a letter dated San 
Antonio, January Ist, 1850.—[Sce document P.] 

“ Mrs. Rea and family, formerly of Port Lavaca. arrived here 
last evening from Leona Camp. She was attacked by Iudiaus, 
while encamped on Friday night last, a few iniles beyond Castro- 
ville, and several arrows were shot into the oxen, but no persons 
were killed or wounded. She was accompanied by an escort of 
a corporal and one man, furnished by the commanding officer at 
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Leona Camp, which probably preventedany further injury to the . 
party. Two Indians were seen while discharging their arrows 
at the distance of one hundred yards from the encampment, — 
From the arrows in the oxen, they were believed to be Coman- 
ches. A report has also reached here that four Germans were kill- 
ed near Castroville by Indians last night, and one made prisoner.” 
Your committee could not do justice to the subject before them 
by any other mode than the one which they have adopted, as by 
such a course it will be seen from what source their information 
has emanated. They have received various verbal reports rela- 
tive to Indian outrages, committed in several of the western coun- 
ties, not heretofore enumerated, but which they consider unnec- 
cessary to mention at this time. The statement below will show 
the number of persons who have been killed, wounded or carried 
into captivity, within the last year. It has been impossible for 
your committee to ascertain the names, age and sex of those who 
were murdered, or the tribe of Indians who committed the offence, 


County. Killed. Wounded, Carried into Captivity. Recaptured, Total. 
Nueces, 27 8 1 Al 
Starr, 80 80* 
Webb, 20 10 30 

do 6 3 9t 
Bexar, 8 8 
Gonzales, 1 1 
Cameron, 20 i A 1 25t 
Goliad and 

We Witt, 5 1 6 
Medina 4 4 

Total, 171 7 25 2 204 


This it will be seen by the above table, that two hundred and 
four persons have been killed, wounded, or carried into captivity 
by the Indians, besides a great many more which cannot at this 
time be ascertained by your committee. The accompanying docu- 
ments from which the above estimate has been made, are respect- 
fully submitted for the inspection and examination of the House. 

The undersigned in ascertaining the losses sustained by our 
citizens on the frontier, have not been able in several instances, to 
procure the exact amount, or the value thereof, but have endeav- 
ored to estimate the same as accurately as possible. The follow- 


* This includes these carried into captivity and killed. 


t This is 1eported by United States officer, not known by your committee whethe 
included in the list of Mr. Bee. 


+ Three escaped. 
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ing is an abstract of property taken by the Indians from the 
counties of Nueces and San Patricio, contained in statements 


accompanying this report.—lSee documents numbered 1 to 14, 
inclusive. | 


Names No. ANIMALS 
OF OWNERS. RESIDENCE. STOLEN. VALUE. 

R. D. Love, ‘San Patricio Co. 150 $3,515 00 
S. B. Miller, Nueces s 20 635 00 
H. L. Kinney, fe sc TTT 15,085 00* 
8 Mex. citizens, | “ 345 6,990 00 
David Dawson, |San Patricio “ 14 1,200 00 
-~ Thomas Pew, tt nf 3 90 00 
Andrew Timon, f s 6 97 00 
John Ross, « “ 4 | 190 00 
Pat Fadden, t f: 2 at QO 
Peter Maloney, a t 3 74 00 
Timothy Hart, « a 7 80 00 
Juan Garcia, e s 14 415 00 
David Craven, i gi 4 40 00 
Wm. Gamble, -aM ý 4 | 170 00 
Total 1,353 $28,567 00 


It is estimated that the number of horses and mules, which 
have been stolen or destroyed by Indians, in Starr county, is up- 
wards of four thousand head.—[See document B.| 

Although this large number of animals were principally Span- 
ish, yet at the lowest rates of value placed upon that character of 
stock on the Rio Grande, say $10 per head, the value of the pro- 
perty lost to the citizens of Starr county, would amount to the 
enormous sum of forty thousand dollars. 

Again, we find on referring to a communication addressed to 
his Excellency, George T. Wood, from the Hon. Josiah M. 
Smith, member of the present Legislature, dated Kaufman station, 
March 5th, 1849, that similar depredations have been committed 
on our northern frontier by the Indians. [See communication H.] 
This writer was formerly commander of one of our ranging com - 
panies, and gives the following statement: “I find (he says) 
from the best information J can obtain, that near five hundred 
horses have been stolen from our citizens by the Indians in the 
distance of 85 miles, on this end of the line alone. since the dis- 
charge of my company, besides a large number of cattle killed or 
driven off.” Now estimate the above at twenty-five dollars per 


* The above includes wagons and other property, 
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head, being at a much less rate than their real value in that sec- 
tion of the State, as the greatest portion of these horses were of 
the American stock, and we find the sum of $12.500. 

Iu addition to this he states, © that the citizens of this vicinity 
are already speaking of leaving the frontier in great numbers ; 
many who nave expended all their means in moving here, and 
opening farms, have now neither the necessary means of getting 
away or a horse left to make bread for their children.” 

In a communication from the Hon. Samuel Bogart, addressed 
to the chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs, on the part 
of the House; he says that “within the bounds of the counties 
of Navarro, Denton, Cook, Grayson and Collin, there have been 
stolen by Indians some seventy-five horses and some cattle kill- 
ed.” [See document I.] We also notice in other communica- 
tions addressed to the same chairman, that upwards of one hun- 
dred horses have been stolen from the settlers on the frontier 
north of this place, and south of the counties above named [See 
document J and K] that about thirty horses of the above number 
ate represented as having been stolen by Wacos and Wichita 
Tudians. 

In the county of Goliad, horses have been frequently stolen by 
Indians, besides other property to a considerable amount, estima- 
ted at about four thousand dollars in value. [See document M.] 
In DeWitt, Gonzales and Guadalupe counties, property-ot the 
same character have been stolen at different times. In the two 
former counties, the quantity or value is not known, but in the 
latter county, the loss is estimated at $5,560, as appears in the 
following list of property taken from the county of Guadalupe, 
in the years 1848 and 1849, by Indians. 


From whom Stolen. No. and kind. Value. 
Abner Harris, now deceased, 7 Horses, $600 00° 
J. S. Calvert, bot 40 00 
J. A. Johnson, a 1,500 00 
J. L. Oden, A & 375 00 >- 
Jos. H. Polly, 3 = 270 00 ° 
R. H. Hunter, 2 oe 90 00 
Wm. C. Winters, a s 1,200 00 
E. ©. Pettis, 6 ~“ 350 00 
M. Erskine, 5 «e 255 00 
James Munford, 3 6 300 00 
Asa J, L. Sowel, « 50 00 


Andrew J. Sowel. 2 G 100 00 


Price and Johnson, Be t 245 00 
J. L. Calvert, 1 « 90 00 
John W. Berry, £ « 65 00 

Total 66 $5,560 09) 


In the counties of Webb and Cameron property to an ino» nse 
amount has been destroyed or stolen, but there being noe viue! ve 
before your committee by which they can estimate the sun; cor- 
rectly, the committee have only given the statements as they 
have received them. In the county of Webb, one citizen alone 
has lost two hundred and sixty animals, including horses and 
mules worth on an average, $15 per head, together with other 
stock stolen or killed where no account can ever be ascertained. 
[See documents C and D.] 

In Cameron county the same things have occurred ; numbers 
of horses have been stolen by the Indians, independent of depre- 
dations committed upon other property of various kinds, [See 
documents Land G,] your committee have carefully examined 
the several documents accompanying this report, aud have summed 
up all the losses sustained by various persons in the different 
counties from the best information before them, and find the result 
as follows, viz:—  - 


Animals. Value. 
In Nueces and San Patricio, 1553 $28,567 00 
In Starr, . 4000 40,000 00 
In northern and north-western Co's, 500 12,500 00 
In Navarro, Denton, Cooke, Grayson 
and Collin, 75 2,250 00 
In counties further south, 100 ` 2500 00 
In Webb county, 260 3,900 00 
In Goliad, (number not known) 4,000 00 
In Guadalupe, 130 bloo’d 5,560 U0 
In Cameron, losses besides stock, 4,000 00 
Total, $103,277 00 


The above is as near correct as it is possible for your commit- 
tee, under the circumstances, to arrive at, unless longer time is 
taken to ascertain minutely every fact connected with Indian de- 
predations upon our frontier, which could only be acquired with 
great difficulty and at considerable expense to the State. Your 
committee are fully convinced and satisfied that the losses on our 
frontier far exceed that herein enumerated, from the fact that 
many of our citizens have lost property in counties where the 
committee have had no opportunity of procuring information 
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from those counties ; for instance, the counties of Medina, Gilles- 
pie, Comal and Bexar, have suffered more or less in the last two 
years hy the Indians. Neither do we include the loss of horses 
and other property stolen from the Sait Lakes by Indians, and in 
the vicinity of Brownsville, Cameron county, with the exception 
of the cases evidently known to some of your committee, although 
we have no statement in writing of the value. 

Your committee having carefully collected the foregoing facts, 
authenticated as they are from official reports, and other reliable 
sources, and being fully impressed with the high duty which they 
owe their country, are impelled by every consideration and obli- 
gation imposed upon them, and in commemoration of those of our 
countrymen, who have fallen the victims: of the scalping knife, 
and crnelties of the savage, as also those whose property has 
been stolen or destroyed ; are forced to the conclusion that a 
due regard for the lives and property of our citizens has not been 
entertained by the authorities and government of the United 
States. All of which your committee are forced to believe arises 
from a want of information upon this subject, or neglect of the 
government or its authorities, who have had our Indian relations 
in charge and under their control. ' 

The subject, therefore, having been considered by your com- 
mittee, accompanied by all the evidence and official documents 
set forth in this report, it is confidently desired and expected that 
the general government will no longer delay to place an adequate 
and efficient force upon our frontier, for the protection of the 
lives and property of our citizens, not only in conformity to every 
sentiment of humanity, but as a right guarantied to the people of 
this State, by the sacred obligations imposed by the Articles of 
Annexation, that made Texas a member of the American Union. 
Hence your committee forbear to indulge further on this subject; 
though having suffered much and greviously, for the want of 
that effective protection, to which the citizens of this State were 
entitled ; yet trusting in the integrity and fidelity of the general 
Government, who have in all times past, when in her power, 
given protection to the lives, and security to the property of her 
citizens of other States, and whose special duty it now is to re- 
strain the nomadic habits of the Indians, and to give that perma- 
nent protection to our citizens on the border of our State, as is 
manifest from the treaty of 1833 and 1848, between Mexico and 
the United States, the former of which was made obligatory up- 
on this State or Republic, previous to Annexation. 

Having gone through all the investigation as required by the 
resolution under which the committee have acted, they beg leave 
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to report the accompanying joint resalution—ail of which is re- 
spectfully submitted. — H. L. KINNEY, 
Chairman committee on Indian Affairs, Senate. 
a WM. M. WILLIAMS, 
Chairman committee on Indian Affairs ~ 
House of Representatives. 


SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT. 

Your committee would further report, that since the foregoing 
investigations were closed, we have received a communication 
from the Hon. George E. Burney, of the House, [see document 
O,] from which we are informed that depredations have been 
committed during the last few days in Milam county ; and that 
much excitement prevails on that part of our frontier. The en- 
tire extent of these depredations is not fully known, yet we have 
abundant testimony, that some thirty head of valuable horses 
have been carried off; and these horses were stolen below the 
line of posts now occupied by the troops upon our frontier. 

- H. L. KINNEY, 
Chairman committee on Indian Affairs, Senat. 
WM. M. WILLIAMS, 
Chairman committee on Indian Affairs, House Rep. 

Joint resolutions, relative to Indian depredations committed 
within the State of Texas; read first time. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock, p. m. 


; THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Senate was called to order by the President—quorum 
present, 

The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House to a 
bill to prescribe the mode of adoption. 

Joint resolution, relative to executing the jurisdiction of the 
State of Texas over the south half of a certain portion of Red 
River; read. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following amendment: 

Strike out “jurisdiction over the south half,” and insert “ civil 
jurisdiction over the south half, and criminal jurisdiction over 
the whole of”; adopted. 

The bill then was passed to third reading. 

. A bill for the relief of William K., Melton; read and ordered 
to be engrossed. 
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À bill entitled an act temporarily to settle Hosea Maria, Chief 
of the Anadarko and Tonies Indians, his associates, in the county 
of Milam or Navarro; read second time. 

Mr. Burleson moved to refer the bill to the committee on In- 
dian Affairs; upon which the yeas and nays were called and 
stood as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Grin. ‘., Latimer, 
Pease, Phillips, Van Derlip and Walker—9. 

Nays: Messrs, Cooke, Guge, Hart, Moffett, Parker, Portis, 
Taylor and Wallace—S; carried. 

On motion of Mr. W alker, a bill for the relief of John Jack- 
son of Dallas county was taken from the table and placed among 
the orders of the day. 

A bill for the relief of certain persons therein named; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Portis, referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Portis introduced a joint resolution for the relief of Cain 
T. Brush, a soldier in the army of the Republic of Texas ; read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the rule was suspended, and bill re- 
ferred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Samuel G. Norvell; read se- 
cond time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the commit- 
tee on Claims and Accounts. : 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had concurred in the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the following bills, viz: 

A bill to secure to all actuat settlers within the limits of the 
colony granted to Peters and others, commonly known as Peters’ 
colony, ‘the lands to which they are ‘entitled as colonists ; 

Z A bill to restore lands, sold for taxes and purchased by the 
` State, to the former owners; and, . 
\ A bill for the relief of Washington H. Secrest. 

Also, that the House had appointed Messrs. Russell, Wilson 
and Smith of Red River a committee of conference oft a bill to 
authorize the Governor to employ some person to perform the 
duties of Attorney General, whenever the office may be vacant. 

Joint resulutions instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in the Congress of the United Statés to demand 
and receive an equivalent of the United States for the Texian 
territory north of 36 degrees 30 minutes ; and if they fail there- 
in, then to demand of the United States the immediate suppres- 
sion of ‘their military government within the territory of Texas, 
and to demand and receive from the United States payment for 
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the navy, magazines, arms, armaments and munitions of war 
transferred to the United States under the terms of annexation 
by Texas, and for which.she has vever received any equivalent 
whatever from the United States; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. 

A bill to authorize and require the district surveyors of this 
State to appoint deputies to attend to the duties of their offices 
during their absence therefrom ; read second time, and, on motion 
of Mr. Moffett, referred to the committee on Pubie Lands. 

Jomt resolution, relative to the removal of obs.,uctions to the 
navigation of Red River, together with the repert of the commit- 
tee on Internal Improvement offeriug an amendment thereto, 
was read; amendment adopted, and bill passed to third read- 
ing. 

“A bill to secure to the German Emigration Company and their 
colonists the lands to which they may be entitled, and to adjust 
the liabilities of said company, together with the report of the 
committee on the Judiciary offering amendments thereto, was 
read, and amendments adopted. 

Mr. Portis moved to amend the Ist section by inserting “ ad- 
ministaturs” after “executors”; adopted. 

Mr. Latimer moved to amend the 2d section by striking out 
the words “elected by the joint ballot of both Houses of ihe 
Legislature,” and inserting “appointed by the Governor, with 
the advice and consent of the Senate”; adopted. 

Mr. Portis moved to amend the 11th section by inserting after 
“the” in the 4th line “upon the premium lands obtained, by 
contract, from individuals, colonists and the State ” ; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the bill was laid on the table un- 
til Monday and made the special order of the day for that day. 

Mr. Latimer moved to reconsider the vote which adopted the 
amendment striking ont “ elected by joint ballot of both Honses 
of the Legislature,” and inserting “ appointed by the Governor, 
by and with the advice and consent or the Senate.” 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the motion to reconsider the vote, 
was ae on the table until Monday next. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, viz: 

A bill to authorize the county court of Jasper county to have 
levied and collected a special county tax to be applied exclusive- 
ly to the erection of a jail and court-house for said county ; 

A bill to alter the time of holding the courts in the First Judi- 
cial District ; 

EE 
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A bill to amend the third section of an act providing for the 
transfer of the records of administrators to new counties, approv- 
ed 13th May, 1846. 

Joint resolution for the relief of John W. Little. 

Joint resolution granting an annuity to David F. Webb, Lew- 
is Kratts and Joseph Levens ; 

Joint resolution authorising and requiring the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to issue a certificate to J. H. Single- 
ton for one-third of a league of land. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate-adjourned. 


SATURDAY, 9 o’clock a, m., January 12, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present— Messrs, Brashear, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Ward, 
Walker and Wallace. 

The Journals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported joint resolution for the relief of Benjamin F. Fry, and 
joint resolution for the relief of John Balch, correctly enrolled. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred a bill for the relief of Lemuel M. Rodearmel, 
reported the same back to the Senate, without amendment, and 
recommended its passage. 

Mr. Phillips. chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to enforce and carry out the judg- 
meuts and decrees of the courts of the State, and to provide for 
the issuance of certificates and patents in certain cases; a bill sup- 
plementary to an act defining the duties of District Attorneys; 
a bill supplementary to an act defining the office and duties of 
Sheriffs, passed May 12th, 1846; and joint resolution providing 
for the removal of certain Spanish documents from Nacogdoches 
county to the State Department, reported the same back to the 
Senate, without amendments and recommended their passage. 

Mr. Philips, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
joint resolution for the reliefLof Jacob Allbright, reported that a 
majority of the committee believe that the constitution interposes 
no bar to the passage of the bill by a vote of two-thirds, if an 
amendment is adopted to except the ten per cent, for the school 
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fund, they therefore refer the bill to the Senate for its action. 
Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, made the following re- 
ort: 
Mr. Taylor, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported 
a bill forthe relief of the heirs and legal représentatives of Wil- 
liam Wallace, who fell at Goliad; and joint resolution granting 
the right of way to the United States for a rail road to the Pacific 
Ocean, correctly engrossed. y 
Mr. Ward. from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported a bill 
to apportion the Senators and Representatives of the Legislature 
amoug the several counties of this State according to the require- 
ments of the constitution, correctly enrolled. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Joint resolution granting an annuity to David F. Webb, Lew- 
is Kraats and Joseph Levens, read third time and passed by the 
following vote:—Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Barleson, Cooke, 
Gage, Grimes, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, 
Truit, Walker, and Wallace—14. — 

Nays: Messrs. Hart, Pease and Taylor—3. 

A bill to alter the times of holding the courts in the first judi- 
cial district, read third time, and on motion of Mr. Pease, refer- 
red to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The following bills and joint resolutions were severally read 
third time and passed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
William Wallace, who fell at Goliad. 

A bill to authorize the county court of Jasper county, to have 
levied and collected a special county tax to be applied exclusive- 
ly to the erection of a jail and court house for said county. 

A bill to amend the third section of an act providing for the 
transfer of the records of Administrators to new counties ; ap- 
proved, May 13th 1846. 

Joint resolution authorizing and requiring the commissioner of 
the General Land ()flice to issue a certificate to J. H. Singleton, 
for one third of a league of land; and joint resolution for the 
relief of John W., Little. 

Joint resolution granting the right of way to the United 
States fora rail road to the Pacific Ocean; read third time.— 
Mr. Grimes moved to refer the joint resolution to a select com- 
mittee. 


+ This report has been misplaced, and after dilligent search Iam unable to 
find it. Ipresume it must have been taken for examination by some one and 
never returned. Copyist. 
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On motion of Mr. Wallace, a call of the Senate was had.— 
The call being suspended, 

Mr. Grimes withdrew his motion to refer, and moved ta 
amend by striking ont the 3d and 4th sections, upon which the 
yeas and nays stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Parker, Pease, 
Phillips, Van Derlip and Wallace—9. 

Nays: Messrs, Brashear, Cooke, Hart. Latimer, McRae, Mof. 
fett, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Ward and Walker—12. 
Rejected. 

The bill was then passed by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Mof- 
fett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Ward and Walk- 
er—13. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Pease, Phil- 
lips, Van Derlip and Wallace —8. 

A message ‘vas received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had adopted the report of 
the committee of conference on a bill to authorize the Governor 
to employ some person to perform the duties of Attorney General 
whenever the office may be vacant, offering a substitute for the 
same; also, that the House had passed a bill to authorize the 
Commissioner of the Genera] Land Cffice, to issue a head 
right eertificate, first class, for one league and labor of land, 
to John Boyd, assignee of George W. Mead. which originated in 
the Senate ; also, the following bills and joint resolution, which 
originated in the House. 

A bill to incorporate the Town of Tyler in Smith county; a 
bill supplementary to an act entitled an act to locate permanently 
the seat of justice of Cass ¢dounty ; approved December 27,1849. 

Joint Resolution authorizing the Comptroller of the State of 
Texas, to exchange some of the public property ia the city of 
Austin, for acertain lot and buildings adjoining the General 
Land Office. 

The Senate adopted the report of the committee of confer- 
ence, ona bill to authorize the Governor to employ some per- 
son to perform the duties of Attorney General, whenever the office 
may be vacant. 

Mr, Gage chairman of the committee on county Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill to establish the eastern boundary of 
Bastrop county ; reported the same back to the Senate without 
amendment and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Gage from the same committee to whom was referred a 
bill to revive and amend an act, to locate permanently the seat 
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of justice for the county of DeWitt, approved March 9th., 1848; 
reported the same back to the Senate with a substitute for the 
3rd section, and recommead its adoption aud the passage of the 
bili. 

Substitute for the 3rd section. 

Section. Be it.further enacted, That the fifth section of 
said act, shall be so amended as to read as tollows: 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That all persons who are le- 
gal and qualified voters for the State and county Officers, in said 
county, shall be deemed qualified voters, for the location of said 
county seat. 

A bill to establish and incorporate a literary institution under 
the supervision and control of the Eastern Texas Annual Con- 
ference, located at or near the town of Henderson, Rusk county, 
in this State ; 1ead Ist time 

On motion of Mr. Gage the rule was suspended, bill read 2nd 
time and referred to the committee on Education. 

A bill to incorporate the Mount Vernon maie and female acad- 
emies ; read Ist time. 

A bill to amend the first section of an act, entitled an act to 
regulate the license and practice of Attorney and Counsellors at 
law, approved May 12th, 1846 ; read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock 
p. m. 


3 o’clock p. m. 
Senate met—no quorum. On motion of Mr. Portis the 
Senate adjourned. 


Monpay. 9 o'clock, a. Mọ, January 14th, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. Senators 
present— Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Kin- 
ney. Latimer, McRea, Moffett, Parker, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, 
Walker and Wallace. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. The Journal of Saturday was read 
and adopted. 

Mr. Burleson introduced a bill to incorporate the Lockhart 
Academy, in the county of Caldwell; read Ist time. On motion 
of Mr. Burleson, the rule was suspended ; bill read 2nd time and 
referred to the committee on Education. 
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Mr. Walker introduced a bill supplementary to “an act to se- 
cure to all actual settlers within the limits of the colony granted 
to Peters and others, commonly known as Peters’ Colony, the 
lands to which they are entitled as colonists ;” read Ist time. Mr. 
Walker moved to suspend the rule that the bill might be read 
2nd time ; lost. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the petition of ‘William Primm and the reso- 
lution responsive thereto, reported the same back to the Senate, 
and recommended that the same be laid on the table. 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, reported back to the 
Senate, “A bill to incorporate the Sity ef Brownsville,” with the 
following amendments, and recommended their adoption and the 
passage of the bill : _ 

Amendments. In the Ist section 18th line, strike out all after 
the word “ the” and inserts as follows: 

“ Right title and interest of the State of Texas in and to all the 
land included within said tract, that was owned by the town of 
Matamoras on the 17th day of December, 1836, shall be and is 
hereby relinquished to the corporation of the City of Brownsville 
and their successors in office, in trust for the use and benefit of 
said city.” 

In the 2d section, in the 5th line, strike out the words “ public 
buildings for the use of said city,” and insert as follows: “a sub- 
stantial jail and courthouse for the use of the county of Cameron, 
and the balance shall be appropriated.” 

In the 4th section, in the 1st line, after the word “council,” 
strike out all to the word “ council” in the 4th line. 

In the 9th line after the word “alleys,” strike out as far as the 
words “to fix” in the 10th line. l 

In the 7th section in the 3d line, after the word “levying,” 
strike out all to the word € taxes,” ın the 7th line. 

In the 12th line, strike out “quarter ” and insert “ half.” 

In the 13th section, strike ont all after the enacting clause and 
insert as follows: “that this act tale effect immediately.” 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a bill for the relief of Samuel G. Newton ; reported 
the same back to the Senate, and recommended it to their favor- 
able consideration. 

Mr. Van Derlip, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred a bill to change the time of holding the courts in a 
part of the fourth judicial district, reported the same back to the 
Senate with an amendment, and recemmended its passage, 

Amendment: Add the following section: “Sec. 2, Be it fur- 
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ther enacted, that this act take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage, 

Mr. Portis, chairman of the committee on Edneatian, to whom 
was referred a bill to amend an act to incorporate Baylor Univer- 
sity, approved Feb, 1st, 1645; reported the same back to the Sen- 
ate, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the Select committee, to which 
was referred a bill to provide for the liquidation of the public debt 
of the late Republic of Texas; reported the same back to the 
Senate with an amendment, and recommended its adoption and 
the passage of the bill. 

Amendment: Insert in the 11th line, 1st section, after the word 
“scrip,” the words “ under the seal of the laud office.” 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the commutee on Publie Lands, to 
whom was referred a bill to perfect the land titles in Castro’s col- 
ony; reported the same back to the Senate with the following 
amendments, and recommended their adoption and the passage of 
the dill. 

Amendments. 

Ist. Insert the word “legal” before “ representative, ” in 2nd 
line of Ist section. 

2d. Strike out the words “ more than ” in 6th line of Ist section. 

3d. Insert “ by and with the consent of the Senate,” after “com- 
missioner” in 2nd line of 2nd section. 

Ath. Strike ont “ten” and insert “ twenty,” in 3d line of 9th 
section. 

5th. To 9th section, 6th line, strike out “ Governor of the State 
and his successors in office,” and insert “ State of Texas,” 

6th. In 9th section, strike out all after “take” in 7th line to 
which” in 8th line. 

Mr. Gage presented the memorial of the citizens of Rusk coun- 
ty; read, and on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Gage offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Special committee shall be appointed to 
consist of one member from each judicial district, whose duty it 
shall be to take into consideration the subject and propriety of a 
reorganization of the several judicial districts in this State. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, and resolu- 
tion adopted. Messrs. Gage, Pease, Burleson, Codke, Davis, Wal- 
lace, Moffett, Latimer, Parker, Phillips and Van Derlip were ap- 
pointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the resolutions relative to a reorgani- 
zation of the 6th judicial district was taken up, and referred to the 
same Select committee. 
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Mr. Pease, from the committee on the Judiciary, made the fol- 
lowing report : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to 
amend the Ist, 2d and 3d section of an act concerning divorce 
and alimony, have considered the same, and believing ‘that a re- 
vision of the orginal act proposed to be amended should be made, 
they have drawn up an act concerning divorce, which a majority 
of said committee have directed me to report to the Senate, anl 
recommend that it be adopted as a substitute for the bill referred 
to them. 

Mr. Pease, from the same commnttee, made the following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary, having had their attention 
called to the fact, that there are a large number of causes pending 
in the supreme court which can not be tried, because the Judges 
of said court, or a portion of them, are disqualified by law from 
trying them, or because there is an equal division of opinion of 
said Judges, believe that some law 1s necessary to provide for the 
disposition of said canses, and they have directed me to report the 
accompanying bill to be entitled an act providing for the trial of 
causes in the supreme court, in which the said court, or any two 
of its members may be disqualitied to act, and in which there may 
be an equal division of opinion of said Judges ; and recommend 
it to the favorable consideration of the Senate. 

-A bill providing for the trial of causes in the snpreme court in 
which the said court or any two ofits members may be disquall- 
fied to act, and in which there may be an equal division of opin- 
ion of said Judges; read 1st time. ` 

Mr. Portis, chairman of the committee on Education, to whom 
was referred a bill to establish and incorporate a literary institu- 
tion under the supervision and control of the Eastern Texas An- 
nual Conference. located ator near the town of Henderson, Rusk 
county, in this State; reported the same back to the Senate, and 
recommended ils passage. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported a bill to incorporate the town of Castroville, and a bill 
to amend an act regulating attachments, approved March 11th, 
1848, correctly enrolled. 

Mr. Ward, from the same committee, reported joint resolution 
for the relief of the heirs of William Mockford correctly enrolled. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bulls, 
reported the following bills and joint resolutions correctly en- 
grossed : 

Joint resolution requiring the Clerk of the County Court of 
Austin county to record all the proceedings of the Alcalde courts 
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and the Ayuntamiente, which may be at this time in his office. 

A bill to quiet land titles west of the river Nueces 

Au act for the benerit of the heirs of James Ury, dec’d. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
John C. Ogden. 

An act to authorise the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue a headright certificate to Gay M. Bryan. 

An act requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issne a certificate of one-third of a league of land to the heirs of 
Montgomery Baxter. 

An act for the relief of W. K. Melton. 

An act for the relief of James Hall, administrator of Richard 
Hall, dee’d. 

A bill to reserve to every head of a family, certain property, 


and to exempt the same from forced sale under execution or oth- 
erwise. 


Mr. Wallace, chairman of the Select committee, to which was 
referred the act concerning crimes and punishments, with instruc- 
tions to report amendments thereto; reported the following bill 
and recommended it to the favorable consideration of the Senate. 

A bill sapplementary to an act concerning crimes and punish- 
ments, approved March 20th, 1848; read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the rule was suspended, and bill read 
2d tine. 

Mr. Taylor moved to amend the bill by striking out the 27th 
section, upon which the yeas and nays were called and stood as 
follows: 


Yeas —Messrs. Brashear, Gage, Hart, Latimer, Taylor, Truitt, 
Ward and Walker—S. 


Nays— Messrs. Burleson, Cook, Davis, Grimes, Kinney, McRae, 
Moffett, Parker, Pease, Portis, Robertson, Van Derlip and Wal- 
lace—13. Rejected. 

Mr. Gage offered the following proviso to the 27th section : 


“ Provided the provisions of this section shall not extend to 
any person cutting down and carrying away any timber for the 
purpose of repairing waggons or yokes, orto make fires necessa- 
ry to the travellers—provided such persons be liable to pay a 
reasonable price for such timber.” Rejected by the following 
vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Latimer, Parker, Taylor, Truit, 
Ward, Walker and Wallace—9. 


Nays—Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, McRae, 
Moffett, Pease, Portis, Robertson and Van Derlip— —11. 
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Mr. Gage moved to amend by striking out rl} that relates to 
imprisonment in the 27th section. Rejected. 

Mr. Gage moved to amend by striking out the 55th section. 
Rejected. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill for the relief of William K, Melton ; read 3d time and 
passed. 

Resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Texas on the 
subject of Slavery ; read. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the motion to reconsider the vote 
which adopted the amendment inserting “a portion of” before 
“our” in first resolution, was taken and vote reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the first resolution was stricken 
out. The resolutions were then ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Portis introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs and legal 
representatives of Willis A. Farris, dec’d.; read 1st time. 

Mr. Cook presented the petition of sundry citizens of Leon 
county, praying to have the February term of their County court 
changed ; read, and on motion of Mr. Cook, referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had concurred iu all the 
amendments, (except the 2d) of the Senate to a bill to provide for 
holding an election for the permanent location of the seat of gov- 
ernment of the State; also, that the House had passed a bill for 
for the relief Gen. Memucan Hunt. 

Mr. Pease intioduced a bill supplementary to an act regulating 
elections, passed March 16th, 1848; tead Ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended ; bill read 2d 
time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Pease introduced the following bills, which were severally 
read a Ist time: 

A bill making an appropriation to pay for the printing the laws 
and constitution in the German la anguage, 

A bill relative to suits by joint tenants, and tenants in common 
of lands; and, 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Lodge, No. 3, of the Inde- 
pendant order of Odd Fellows, 

The Senate insisted upon their 2d amendment to a bill to pro- 
vide for holding an election for the permanent location of the seat 
of government of the State, aad Messrs. Van Derlip, Grimes and 
Brashear were appointed a committee of conference on said bill. 

Mr. Cook, chairman of the committee on Claims and Accounts, 
to whom was referred a bill for the relief of Thomas Wm. Ward, 
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reported the same back to the Senate without amendment and 
recommended its passage. 

Mr. Robertson made the following report: 

The ‘committee of conference, to whom was referred the 
amendments of the House of Representatives to a bill to regulate 
ferries, in which amendments the Senate refused to concur, “have 
met and agreed to recommend that the House recede from its 
amendments ; all of which, is respectfully submitted. 

J. B. ROBERTSON, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 

R. B. CLE |w ENTS, 
Chairman on the part of the House. 

A bill to secure to the German Emigration Company and their 
colonists, the lands to which they are entitled and to adjust the 
liabilities of said company ; read. 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the motion to reconsider the 
vote which amended the 2d section, by striking out “elected by 
joint vote of both Honses of the Legislature,” and inserting “ap- 
pointed by the Governor, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate,” was taken up, and vote reconsidered by the follow- 
ing vote: 

Yeas— Messrs, Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Latimer, McRae, Mof- 
fet, Parker, Pease, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Walker and Wal- 
lace—13. 

Nays: Messrs. Cook, Davis, Hart, Kinney, Portis, Robertson 
and Ward--7. 

The question then recurred on the adaption of the amend- 
ment, upon which the yeas and nays were called, and were as 
follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Kinney, Latimer, Pease, Por- 
tis, Robertson, Taylor and Ward—9. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, McRae, Mof- 
fet, Parker, Truit, Van Derlip, Walker and Wallace—11. Re- 
jected. 

Mr. Portis offered to amend as follows: 

Strike out in 2d section “a certificate for ten sections,” and in- 
sert “ten certificates for a section each to ten sections.” Strike 
out “a certificate for ten half sections,” and insert “ten certifi- 
cates for a half section each to ten half sections.” Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the nll was laid on the table and 
made the special order of the day for to-morrow, 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the Senate adjourned until 3 
o’clock, P, M. 
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3 o’clock, P. M. 
The Senate met—quorum present. 


Mr. Pease moved, that the Secretary of the Senate be required 
to inform the House of Representatives that the joint resolution 
granting the right of way to the Umited States for a rail road to 
the Pacific ocean, which was reported to them this day, as having 
passed the Senate, was so reported incorrectly, the said resolution 
not having passed the Senate, in accordance with the provisions 
of the Coustitation, and that said Secretary request the House to 
return sald joint resolution to the Senate; upon which, the yeas 
and nays were called, and were as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Pease, Phillips, 
Van Derlip and Wallace—8. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Par- 
ker, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Ward and Walker—12. 
Lost. 

A bill to reserve to every head of a family, certain property, 
and to exempt the same from forced sale, under execution or 
otherwise; read 3d time and passed. 

A bill to establish the La Salle and El Paso Railway Compa- 
ny; read 3d time and passed, by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Grimes, Lat- 
imer, Moffett, Pease. Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, 
Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—17. 

Nays: Mr. Gage—-l. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
John C. Ogden ; read 3d time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Janes Hall, administrator of Richard 
Hall, decd; read 3d time and passed. 

A bill requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue a certificate for one-third of a league of land to the heirs 
of Montgomery Baxter; read 3d time ahd passed. 

A bill to authorise the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue a headright certificate to Guy M. Bryan; read 3d 
time and passed. 

A bill for the benefit of the heirs of James Ury, dec’d; read 
3d time and passed. 

Joint resolution requiring the Clerk of the County court of 
Austin county, to record all the proceedings of the Alcalde courts 
and the Aynntamientos, which may be at this time in his office ; 
read 3d time and passed. 

Joint resolution relative to extending the jnrisdiction of the 
State of Texas over the south half, and crimina! jurisdiction 
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over the whole of a certain portion of Red River; read 3d time 
and passed. 
A bill to provide for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
State of Texas, for the year 1851 ; read 3d time and passed. 
On motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned. 


} 
Turspay, 9 o'clock a. m, January 13, 1850. 

The Senate was called to order by the President—Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes. Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moyett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis,Robert- 
son, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. The Journals of yesterday were read 
and adopted. > 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on county boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill to create the County of Bell, report- 
ed the same back to the Senate without amendment and recom- 
mended its passage. 

Mr Ward, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that 
the following bills were presented to the Governor for his ap- 
proval on the 11th instant, viz: 

A bill to apportion the Senators and Representatives of the 
Legislature among the several counties of this State, according 
to the requirements of the constitution, “and a joint resolution 
for the rehef of the heirs of William Mockford.” 

Mr. Pease, from the judiciary committee, to which was refer- 
red a bill supplementary to an act to organize County Courts, 
passed March 16, 1548, reported the same back to the Senate and 
recommended its passage. 

Mr. Parker made the following report : 

Hon. Jonn A. Greer, President of the Senate, 
C. G. Keenan, Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Penitentiary of the two houses of the 
Legislature acting jointly, to whom was referred the report of 
the joint select committee raised for the purpose of examining 
the Penitentiary, have given to the subject the deliberation that 
its importance required, and ask leave to submit the accompany- 
ing bill, which is drawn aud-intended to carry out the sugges- 
tions of the select committee in their report, and recommend it to 
the favorable consideration of the Legislature, 

It will be necessary to make an appropriation of several thou- 
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sand dollars for the purpose of carrying on the institution and 
preventing the building trom falling into ruins. 
This can be placed on the general appropriation bill, they will 
not at this time suggest what amount may be necessary. 
ISAAC PARKER, 
Chairman on part of the Senate. 
ELISHA E. LOTT, 
Chairman on the part of the House. 


A bill to amend an act to establish a Penitentiary, passed the 
13th March, 1848. Read first time. 

Mr, Pease made the following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred a reso- 
lution directing them to take into consideration the propriety of 
passing a law exempting the vending of articles manufactured 
within this State from any tax for the sale thereof, and report by 
bill or otherwise, have considered the subject, and a majority of 
said committee are of opinion that no objection exists to the 
passage exempting the venders of all articles manufactured in 
this State, except spirituous liquors, from any direct or license 
tax for the sale thereof, have drawn up a bill for that purpose, 
which they herewith report and recommend to the favorable con- 
sideration of the Senate. 

A bill to exempt the venders of certain articles manufactured 
in this State from the payment of any direct tax or license tax for 
the sale thereof. Read first time. 

Mr. Pease, from the Judiciary committee, made the following 
report: . 

The committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the 
following acts, viz: 

« An act establishing the ninth Judicial District.” 

An act to define the time of holding the District Courts in 
the fifth Judicial District.” 

“ An act io create the twelfth Judicial District.” 

Also the Petition of certain inhabitants of the fourth Judicial 
District, praying for the “establishment ofan additional Judicial 

District.” 
’ Beg leave to report that inasmuch as a select committee of the 
Senate has been appointed to enquire into the propriety of a re- 
organization of the several Judicial Districts of the State, they 
believe these acts and the petition should be referred to that 
committee. They therefore return them to the Senate, with a 
recommendation that the rule of the Senate reqniring, reports to 
lie on the table one day shail be suspended, and that the acts and 
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petition above described be referred forthwith to said select com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the rule was suspended and report 
adopted. 

Mr. Latimer, from the committee on Internal Improvements, 
to whom was referred a bill to authorize Buyly Inglish, Thomas 
Cowart, and their associates, to construct a turn-pike road from 
the town of Bonham in the county of Fannin, across the Bois 
d’Arc bottom to the high land on the east side of said stream, in 
the direction of the town of Paris in Lamar county,—reported 
that the committee are not in favor of the 2nd section of the bill 
which goes to establish by the Legislature, the tolls which are 
to be collected on said tufnpike, but as the bill has passed the 
house, with the approbation of the Representative ef Fannin 
county, we do not fee! disposed to alter said section—the bill is 
therefore reported back to the Senate without amendments. 

Mr. Pease, from the Judiciary Committee, made the following 
reports : l 
ComumiTTeEe Room, 14th January, 1850. 

To the Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 

The Committee on the Judiciary to which was referred a 
“Joint Resolution requiring the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue certificates to persons who have located on 
a grant of eleven leagues made to John Cameron, agent of Jose 

_Maria de la Garza, for the qnantity of land they have been re- 
quired to relinqnish,” have had the same under consideration, 
and a majority of said committee are of opinion, that inasmuch 
as tne parties to whom such certificates are proposed to be issued 
voluntarily relinquish the lands of which they were possessed 
under titles from the Government, without being evicted by due 
course of law, they are not entitled to the relief which this reso- 
lution proposes. The said committee therefore return the 
resolution, and recommend that it be laid on the table. 

E. M. PEASE, one of the Committee. 


~ Joint Resolution requiring the Commissioners of the General 
Land Office to issue certificates to persons who have located on 
a grant of eleven leagnes made to John Cameron, agent of Jose 
Maria de la Garza, for the quantity of land they have been re- 
quired to relinquish: 
Whereas, sundry citizens of Montgomery county, some of 
whom settled as early as the year 1832 or 1833 in good faith or 
lands, that they then believed to Be entirely vacant, as the coun- 
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try was at that time an unsettled wilderness ; who have defended 
the country, paid taxes, and performed all the duties required of 
them as good citizens; and for their own comfort have built 

houses, opened farms. and made sundry improvements thereon, 
Some of whom have obtained titles from the government of Coa- 
huila and ‘Texas, and others troin the state of Texas, have recently 
been sued by one John Cameron, agent of Jose Maria de la 
Garza, on a grant for eleven leagues of land covering their 
pomes and improvements, in the District Court of the United 
States for the District of Texas. Fearing they would be dispos- 
sessed of their homes, the grant being dated the 9th January, 
1529, being unable to defend a suit at great expence prosecnted 
at adistance from their homes, they have been constrained to 
compromise with the said Cameron, by surrendering a portion of 
their lands. 

Therefore resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas, 
that the Commissioner of the General Land Office be authorised 
and required to issue certificates to all such persons as have been 
required to surrender their lands, or a portion thereof, on acconnt 
of having located on the grant made to John Cameron, as agent 
of Jose Maria de la Garza, dated 9th January, 1829. Upon suf- 
ficient proof being made to the Commissioner of the quantity of 
jand thus relinquished, which certificates may be located on any 
lands in the State unappropriated, and that this joint resolution 
take effect from and alter its passage. 

Committee Room, 14th January, 1850. 
To the Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 

The Committee on the Judiciary to which was referred a 
resolution directing them to enquire into the expediency of re- 
pealing the 17th section of an act, entitled an act to provide for 
the assessment and collection of Taxes, approved 20th March, 
1848; and also into the propriety of amending said section, so 
that it shall be lawful for a person to pay all his taxes in the 
county in which he resides, have considered the subject em- 
braced in said resolution~ a majority of the Committee believe 
that said section ought to be amended in the manner indicated in 
the resolution, or that a new law should be enacted authorizing 
each person to have his property assessed and to pay his taxes in 
the county of his residence ; but, as the Committee are informed 
that this subject is now under consideration by the Finance 
Committee, to which it appropriately belongs, they return the 
resolution to the Senate and recommend that it be laid on the 


table. E. M. PEASE, one of the Committee. 
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The Committee on the Judiciary to which was referred a 
“Jot Resolution proposing an amendment to the Cousutunon 
of the State of Texas,” have considered the same, The amend- 
ment proposes to authorize a sale of the school lands; there is 
muca diversity of opinion among the wembers of the committee 
In reiation to the propriety of such asale, but inasisuch as a sim- 
ilar amendment has been rejected by the House of Representa- 
tives at the present Session, the committee deem 1t luexpedieut to 
ocenpy the uwe of the Seuate further with tae subject. They 
thereiore recommend that the resolution be laid on toe table. 

E. M. PEASE, one of the Committee. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to w.om was relerred a res- 
olution o appoint a committee to take into consideration the erec- 
tion of a fire-proof General Land Ollice, beg leave to report that 
they are in informed that this subject is now under cousidera- 
tion by the commiltee on State Affurs, to whoin it more appropri- 
ately belongs ; they thereiore, return the resolution and recom- 
mend that ıt be laid on the table. E. M. PEASE, 

One of the Committee. 

The committee on the Judiciary, have examined © a bill to be 
entitled an act reqitiriug costs to be paid in cases of appeals to 
the Supreme court, aud changes of veuue,” and have also consid- 
ered the resolution requiring them to euquire into the propri- 
ety of requiring all costs to be paid before a change of veuue 
shall be allowed, and they believe it would be inexpedient to 
act, either on the bill or resolution. The present laws allow 
the officers of the court to demand secniity for their costs, 
and also, give them an ample remedy to enforce their pay- 
jent. The committeee have, theretore, instructed me to report 
the bill and resolution, and recommend that they be laid on the 
table. E. M. PEASE, 

One of the Committee. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whoin was referred an act 
for the relief of bona fide halders and claimants to land granted 
by the Governments of Spain, Mexico and Tamaulipas, in that 
portion of the State lying west of the Nueces river, &., &c ; beg 
leave to report, that the bill heretofore reported to the Senate on 
the subject, by a joint Select committee of the two Houses, is bet- 
ter adapted to attain the end proposed than the present act, and 
that the passage of that bill will render further action on this un- 
necessary; a majority of the committee have therefore directed 
mie to return the act, and recommend that it he laid on the table. 

E. M. PEASE, 
One of the Committee. 
FF 
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The committee on the Judiciary, have had under considera- 
tion an act to amend the 6th section of an act regulating seques- 
trations, approved 15th March, 1848, and a majority of said com- 
mittee are of opinion that the amendment proposed, is not such 
an one asit would be expedient to make ; they have therefore, di- 
rected me to report the act, and recommend that it be laid on the 
table, E. M. PEASE, 

One of the Committee. 

The committee on the Judiciary, have considered a bill to 
amend an act regulating fees of office, approved March 20th, 
1848; the amendment proposes to reduce the fees of County 
Surveyors from three dollars a mile to twodollars. The com- 
mittee believe the present fees of Surveyors are low enough, and 
that a reduction of them would be inexpedient ; they therefore, 
recommend that the bill be laid on the table. 

E. M. PEASE, 
. One of the Committee. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred an act 
defining the time when all laws hereafter enacted by the Legis- 
lature of the State of Texas shall take effect ; beg leave to report 
that e law has passed this session, providing that all laws shall 
take effect on the sixtieth day after the adjournment of the Leg- 
islatue, unless othe: wise specially directed, and they believe that 
any further action on the subjectis unnecessary ; they therefore, 
recommend that the act be laid on the table. 

E. M. PEASE, 
One of the Committee. 

The committee on the Judiciary, beg leave to return to the 
Senate the accompanying resolution, as they do not consider that 
it calls for any action of the committee, and recommend that it 
be laid on the table. E. M. PEASE, 

One of the Committee. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a res- 
olution directing them to take into consideration the propriety of 
passing an act giving to the counties created since the adoption of 
the Conslitution, or that may hereafter be created, land for the 
support of schools ; beg leave to report that a bill having passed 
the Legislature, granting to the new counties four leagues of land 
for the support of commen schools, renders it unnecessary for 
them to act on the resolution ; they therefore, recommend that it 
be laid on the table. E. M. PEASE, 

One of the Commi'tee. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred a res- 

lutoion directing them to enquire into the propriety of passirg a 
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law authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 
issue patents on lands surveyed on eleven league grants, or any 
part of an eleven league grant, believe it inexpedient for the Leg- 
islatnre to act on the subject, and have directed me to report the 
resolution and recommeud that it be laid on the table. 
E. M. PEASE, 
One of the Committee. 

- The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred an act 


` to prohibit slaves from carrying firearms in this State, without 


the written consent of their owners or employers ; beg leave to 
report that they deem if unnecessary to act on the bill, inasmuch 
as this subject is fully provided for in the act supplementary to 
the act concerning crimes and punishments, which 1s now before 
the Senate; they therefore, recommend that this act be laid on 
the table. E. M. PEASE, 

One of the Committee. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whoin was referred a reso- 
lution directing their. to examine into the propriety of passing a 
law to place the jury fund in the hands of the Sheriff’s or Dis- 
trict Clerk’s ; beg leave to report that any further action on this 
resolution is unnecessary, as the act for the payment of jurors, 
heretofore passed by the Senate, fully provides for the objects em- 
braced in the resoluiion; they therefore, return it to the Sen- 
ate, and recommend that it be laid on the table. ` 

E. M. PEASE, 
: One of the Committee. 

The committee on the Judiciary, have considered a bill pre- 
scribing the time beyond which, no grand jury shall remain in 
session in any county, and believe it ınexpedient to act on said 
bill; they therefore, return it to the Senate, and recommend that 
it be laid on the table. E. M. PEASE. 

One of the Committee. 

Mr. Phi!lips made the following report, which was on motion 
of Mr. Phillips referred to the committee on Public Lands : 

Commirresr Room, Jan. 14th, 1850. 

Hon. J. A. GREER, 

President of the Senate. 

The Joint committee appointed to examine the archives of 
Martin De Leon’s Colony, now deposited in the office of the Sec- 
retary of State, and report on the propriety of their removal to 
the General Land Office; submit the following as the result of 
their investigations : 

Your committee found the documents referred to, sealed up in 
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one large package, in this, when opened; they found as follows: 
Package marked A. 

Martin De Leon’s petition for a colony contract, with decrees, 

laws, &c., relative thereto. 

Package No. 1. Original title to four leagues of land, to the town 
of Gua ‘alupe Victoria, and 59 titles to lots in the same. 

No. 2. 30 titles on paper of the third seal, for land on the Gua- 
dalupe river, as follows: 


Jose M J. Caravajal, 1 league and 1 labor, 
* Jose Louis Caravajal, 1 7 « 
Manuel Zapeda, y «u 


Tulgencio Bueno, 
Sylvester De Leon, 
Miguel Shermit, 
Philip’ Demit, 
Luciano Navarro, 
Refugio Atnador, 
Jese Bartlet, 
John Dalley, 
John Chevrs, 
Miguel Ortis, 
Edward Lynn, 
Felix DeLeon, 
Jose Maria Escalera, 
Juan Escalera, 
Jose M. Escalera, 
John D. Wright, 
Philip Demitt, 
Patricia De LaGarza, 5: 
Manuel Caravajel, 
Diego Garcia, 
Polito Castillo, 
Alejo Perez, 
Francisco Perez, 
Estevan Gabban, 
Agata Cisneros, 
Jose M. Rios, 
Desiderio Garcia, 
No. 3. Contains 29 titles, stamped with the third seal, for land 
on the La Vaca, as follows: 


Pi 
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Patrick Ryan, 1 League 
Francis Smith, 1 te 
Wim. E. Somers, łŁ s 
Archibald Smithers, 4 6 


461 


Henry Breker, 
Lavinia Dunbar, 
Andrew Zumalt, 
Carlos Lasso, ts 
Juan Capping, 
Jnau Fernandez, 
Fernando Rodireges, 
Jesse Wilson, 
John Conney, 
Henry C. G. Somers, 
James Brown, 
Pedro Galliaceo, 
Narcisco Rodieges, 
Leonardo Mauso, 
James May, 
Joseph Smith, ` ` 
Joseph Ware, 
John May, 
James Ryan, 
John Joseph, 
Bernard Brown, 
Ramon Musques, 
Valentine Garcia, 
John McHenry, 
John Douglas, Ki 
No. 4. Contains 22 titles, on paper, of the third seal, for land on 
Matagorda Bay, as follows : 
Santiago Gonzales, 1 League. 
Manuella Venitos, t 
Faustino Alvarado, 
Miguel Cortez, 
Clato Garcia, 
Henrique Rendon, 
Benito Morales, 
Pearo Mirauda, 
Narcisco Cavasus, 
Maximo Campos, 
Miguel Castillo, 
Juan Cano, 
Pedro Gonza'es, 
: Francisco De Leon, 
Jose Felis Fuertes, 
Bustacio Cantu, 
Baulio Maldorado, 
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Pedro Garcia, 1 
Manuel Lopes, 1 
Maximo Sanches, i e 
Pasgnel Vajardo, 1 
Eusidio Hidalgo, 1 
No 5. Contains 7 titles, on paper, of the third seal, for land on 
the Sorillo Creek, as follows: 
Valentine Garcia, 1 League and 9 Labors. 
Alexandro Esparza, 
Eugene Veuebedes, 
Isidro Venebedes, 
Florentine Garcia, 
Felix Sanches, 
Bonefacio Rodrigues, 


No. 6. Contains 5 titles, on paper, of the third seals, for land on 
the Coleito, as follows: 


t 
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Maria Jesus De Leon, 2 Leagues 
Jose M. Fernandez, 1 ý 
Rosa Anna Teal, 1 7 
Richard Teal, 4 a 
Manuel Zapeda, 18 Labors. 


No. 7. Contains 5 titles, on paper, of the third seal for land on 
the Garcetas Creek, as follows: 
Martin De Leon, 5 Leagues. 
Valentine Garcia, 3 “ 16 Labors. 
Agapeta De Leon, 1 
Nicholas Venebes, -4 e 
Cassiano Sambrano, 1 


No. 8. Contains 3 titles, on paper, of the third seal, for land on 


the Arenoso, as follows : ° 
Raphel Solis, 1 League. 
Estevan Sisneros, 1 s 
Manue! Marques, 1 t 


No. 9. Contains 19 original petitions, with the information of the 
Empresario, 

No. 10. Contains 22 original petitions for lots in the town of 
Guadalupe Victoria, 

The following titles contain no subscribing witnesses : 


Manuel Zepeda, 7 Labors. 
Philip Demitt, 14 Leagues. 
Philip Demitt, 2 s 
Estevan Galvan, 1 e 
Bonifacio Rodrigues, 1 e 
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The following titles are attested by one witness only : 
Jose M. J. Caravajal, 1 League. 
Jose Louis Caravajal, 
Edward Lynn, 

Jesse Wilson, 
Henry C. G. Somers, 
James Brown, 
Joseph Ware, 

John Joseph ‘May, 
Rosa Ann Teal, 
Manuel ‘Marques, 

The titles are all signed by the Commissioner, Fernando De 
Leon, and the field nates by Jose M. 5. Curavaj. 1 or James Kerr. 
Some of your committee are well acquainted with the signatures 
of these individuals, and believe thein to be genuine. 

Your committee also compared the head righs specified in the 
list, with those delineated on the map of Vi ietoria county, now in 
the Land Office. This map, it is understood, was drawn from 
field notes furnished by James Kerr, former Surveyor of De 
Leon’s Colony. The following names were uot found ca the 
map: 

Casiano Sambrano, Richard Teal, Rosa Ann Teal, Archibald 
Smither, Lavinia Dunbar, Joseph Ware, and Mannella Venetes. 
The other names appear on the map as head- rights,and the quan- 
tities in each appears to correspond with the amount specified in 
the titles, 

Your cammittee recommend that the documents examined be 
deposited in the General Land Office. 

A. H. PHU.LIPS, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 

GUY M. BRYAN, 
Chairman on the part of the Hovse. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted by the Senate. prohib- 
iting the introduction of any new business after the 10th Janua- 
ry, inst., be aud the same is hereby rescinded. 

Mr, Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills ; re- 
ported resolutions of the Legislature of the State ot Texas, on the 
subject of slavery, correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Wallace made the following report: 

To the President of the Senate. 

The Joint committee on enrolled bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills and resslutions which originated in the House of 
Representatives, to wit: 


t peet pel ppf pod pad ponni en oe 


464 


An act making additional appropriations of land for the pur- 
poses of edueation, 

An act making an appropriation for the pro rata pay of Thom- 
as P. Anderson, dee’d, Surgeou in the Navy of the late Republic 
of Texas. 

An act to secure to all actual settlers within the limits of the 
colony granted to Peters and others, commonly k town as Peters’ 
Colouy, the lands to which they are entitled as colonists, 

Joint resolution instruct: o g our Representatives in Congress to 
use their efforts to obtain ate appropriation for the improvement 
of the navigation on our south western coast. 

An act to restore lands sold for taxes aud purchased by the 
„State, to the former owners. 

An act for the rejief of Washington H. Secrest. 

Joint resolution to procure the passage of a law by the Con- 
gress of the United States, granting pensions to certain persons 
who suffered in the Teas rev olution, or to their indigent widows 
and children, 

An act to anthorize the Governor to employ counsel to repre- 
sent the State. tn certain cases, 

All of which, the committee report correctly enrolled. 

B. RUSH WALLACE, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. Wallace, also, made the following report: 

The following bills having heen signed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and President of the Senate, were pre- 
sented ta the Governor of the State, on the 14th inst., to wit : the 

Bill to be entitled an act to amend an act, regulating attach- 
ments, approved March Lith, 1848; the ; 

Bill to be entitled an act incorporating the town of Castioville ; 
and the 

Joiut resolutions to amend the Constitution, 

B. RUSH WALLACE, 


Chairman on ihe part of the Senate. 


On motion of Mr. Brashear, a bill to permit the county of Fay- 
ette to levy and collect a special tax; was taken up and placed 
among the orders of the day. 

» A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following Bills, originating in the 
Senate: n 

f A bill to provide for fhe collection of the uncollected taxes 
assessed for and dne the late Repnblic of Texas. 

A bill to be entitled an act, supplementary to “an act to in- 
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corporate the Western Texas Orphan Asylum.” Approved 
March 16, 1548. = 

An act supplementary to “an act defining the office and du- 
ties of Constables.” Approved 12th May, A. D. 1816. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs or legal representatives of Wil- 
liam H. Malone, deceased. 

A bill supplementary to an act regulating Appeals to the Sn- 
preme Courts in Criminal Cases. Approved 13th Mey, A. D. 
1846. 

A bill to incorporate the Grand and Subordinate Divisions of 
the Sons of Temperance. 

Also the following bills and joint resolutions which originated 
in the House. 

A bill to.be entitled an act for the reliefof A. Balluill. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend “an act to incorporate 
the city of Nacogdoches.” Approved March 16, 1848. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of George Washington 
Sheek. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Uzziel Bagzett. 

A bill to bə entitled an act legv'izing and confirming the mar- 
riage of William Peirson’and E izabeth Ogle. 

A bill to he entitled an act to locate permanently the Seat of 
Juste: of CooXe county. 

A bill to be entitled an act to extend the jurisdic io} of the 
County of Medina fo certain purposes. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorising the Galveston City 
Company to change the plan of a certain block of lots in the city 
of Galveston, and authorising the city and county authorities to 
use one of the public squares of said city for city and county 
buildings.” 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of E. H. Grisham. 

A bill to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act entitled 
“an act to organize the County ot Upshur.” Approved January 
26, 1848. 

A ail! to be entitled an act for the reliefof John W. Baker. 

A bill to be entitled an act to remove the Land Office of the 
Milam Land Districts from Burleson county to Cameron in 
Milam county. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Samnel ©. Donglass. | 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of William Arnold, 
deceased. 

Joint resolntion for the relief of Berry W. Perkins. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Robert Earl, de- 
ceased. 
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Joint resolution making an appropriation for the purchase of 
books for the use of the Supreme Court. 

Joint resolution for the relief of James S. Patterson, , 

Jout resolution making provision for surveying a certain 
quantity of University land. 

Joint resolution for the relief of John Hobson, and a bill au- 
thorizing the Comptroller to issue duplicates of certain certifi- 
Cates, 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to authorize the County Court of Harrison County to 
have record book B. of bonds, deeds, mortgages and other in- 
struments of writing now in the County Clerk’s Office of said 
‘County transcribed, Read third time and passed. 

A bill to secure to the German Emigration Company and their 
Colorists, the lands to which they are entitled, aud to adjust the 
liabilities of said Company. Read. 

On motion of Mr. Moffett, the vote which rejected the amend- 
ment to 2nd section, “striking out be elected by joint vote of both 
Horses of the Legislature,” and inserting “be appointed by the 
Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate,” 
was reconsidered and amendment adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to ameud the 2id section by striking out 
“ten certificates for a section each to ten sections.” and iusert- 
ing “ten certificates for one section of land each of 640 acres” — 
and by striking out “ten certificates for a half section each, to 
ten half sections,” and inserting “ten certificates for one half 
section of land each of 320 acres.” Adopted. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading. 

A bill to establish permanently the Seat of Justice of Leon 
County. Read third time. 

Mr. P-ase moved to amend by striking out “ permanently”— 
rejected and bill passed. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Henderson. Read third time and 
passed. 

A bill to change the.name of William Lipe Walradt, to William 
Waldradt Dunlap. Read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution relative to the removal of obstructions to the 
navigation of Red River. Read, and on motion of Mr. Wallace, 
referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

A bill for the relief of persons therein mentioned, together with 
the report of the Committee on Finance offering an amendment 
thereto, was read and report adopted. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following amendments : 

Sec. 1. Strike ont from “of” in the 3rd line to “under” in the 
5th line, and insert the “several sheriffs.” 


= 
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Sec. 2. Strike ont from “said” in 3d line to “ol” in same line, 
and insert “Sheriffs or any.” Amend the caption, so as to read. 

A bill for the relief of the several Sheriffs under the late Re- 
public.—Adopted. The bill then passed to a third reading. 

Resolntions of the Legislature of the State of Texas, on the 
subject of slavery. Read a third time. 

Mr. Parker moved to amend the Ist Resolution, so as to read, 
“Be it resolved by the Legislature of the Sate of ‘l'exas.”— 
Adopted. l 

Mr. Latimer offered the following additional resolution : 

“ Resolved, that the Governor be requested to transmit a copy 
of these resolutions to the Governors of each of the States of the 
Union, and to each of our Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress”—-adopted, and resolutions passed by the following vote: 

‘Yeas :— Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Portis, 
Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Walker and Wallace— 20. 
Nays—none, 

Mr. Kinney made the following report : 

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred a 
bill temporarily to settle Hosea Maria, chief of the An-a-dar-ko 
and Tonies, Indians, his. associates in the County of Milam or 
Navarro, have had the same under ‘tonsideration ; and having 
duly investigated the facts and circumstances attendant upon 
and counected with the said Hosea Matia aud his associate band, 
the Ionies, together with their apparent disposition to cultivate 
peace and amity with the citizens of our State, a majority of said 
Conunittee have instructed me to report the same back to the 
Senate and recommend its passage. Mr. Parker dissenting. 

A bill to quiet land titles west of the River Nueces. Read a 
third time. 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the 9th section was amended 
by inserting after the word “reports” the following :— made pre- 
vious to the session of the next Legislature.” 

Mr. Latimer movéd to amend the first section by striking out 
“three” before “commissioners,” and inserting “one.” Rejected. 

Mr Wallace moved to amend the 9th section by inserting 
after “reports,” the words “accompanied by the muniments of 
titie.” Adopted, 

Mr. Davis moved to amend the first section by inserting affer 
“conimissioners,” the words “two of whom may act.” Adopted. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following additional section : 

«Sec. 15. That in case of vacancy in the office of either of the 
commissioners provided for this act, by death, resignation or 
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otherwise, the Governor shall be authorized to fill sach vacancy.” 
Adopied, Bill then passed. 

Ou motion of Mr. Walker, the Senate adjourned until 3 

o’cluck P. m. 
= 3 o'clock P. m. 

Senate met—quorum present. 

A bill to incorporate the Brazos, San Bernard and Oyster 
Creek Canal and Navigation Company, together with the report 
of the Cominittee on Internal Lmprovemetits offering amendments 
thereto, was read. Amendments adopted, and bill ordered to be 
eng’ ossed 4 

Mr. Cooke. chairman of the committee ou claims and accounts, 
to whoin was referred a joint resolution for the relief of Sam G. 
Norveli, reported a substi'ute for ihe same, and recommended it to 
the favorable consideration of the Senate. 

Mr. Brashear introduced a bill to amend an act to organize the 
Snpre ne Court of the State of Texas, passed 12th May, 1846.— 
Read first time. 

Oi monon of Mr. Rohertson, a bill donating to John Neill 
and James O. Rice, one league of land each, for being perman- 
ently disabled in the service of the Republic of Texas; one league 
of land to the legal heirs of Hays Covington, who was killed in the 
service of the same, was taken from the table and plac. d among 
the orders of the day. 

A bill to authorize Bartlett Sims to raise a location therein 
named, and to locate the same on any vacant land, together with 
the report of the Committee on Pubiie Lands offering an amend- 
ment, was read. Amendment adopted, and bill oideicd to te 
engrossed, 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Arthur Eldridge. Read a 
second time and ordered to he engrossed. 

A bill to anthorize Sheriffs to chirge mileage for execnting 
process. Read, and on motion of Mr. Latimer, laid on the table, 

A bill t» extend and define the eastern boundary of Caldwell 
County, together with the report of the Committee on County 
Boundaries offering an amendment thereto, was read. Ameud- 
ment adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

Joint rosolntion authorizing R. S. Neighbors, the commis- 
sioner appointed to organize the Counties of Persidio, El Paso, 

` Worth and San'a Fé, to draw his salary in advance. Read a 
second time, and on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the Com- 
m ttee on Finance. 

A bill to require the Commissioner of the General Land Office 

to issue paten s in certain cases. Read a second time, aud on 
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motion of Mr. Robertson, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. ; 

Joint resolution for the removal of Ind'ans beyond the limits of 
the Stue of Texas. Read a second thue, and on motion oft Mr. 
Gage, referred to the Judiciary Gommittee, 

A bill amendatory ofan act entitled an act to establish the 
method of trying the right of property levied on under wiis of 
execuuion, sequestration and attachment, when the same is 
claimed by a person not a party tosucn writ, Read second ume, 
and on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

A bill for the relief of George C. Arnest.—Read second time, 
and ou motion of Mr. Van Derlip, referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of the beirsof Duncan MelIntyre, deceased. 
Rea ! second time, and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to establish the Rio Grande Railway and Turnpike 
Company. Read second time, and on motion of Mr, Parker, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill to provide for distributing the reports of the decisions of 
the Supreme Court of this State. Read second time, and on 
motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the Committee on State Affairs. 

Joint resolution granting Harriet, a free woman of color, the 
privilege of remaining in the State of ‘Texas. Read second time, 
and on motion of Mr. Robertson, laid on the table until the 4th of 
July next. 

Joint resolution prescribing the mode of transferring the con- 
solid uted stock fund of the late Republic of Texas, Read 2nd 
time, and on motion of Mr, Robertson, referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Elizabeth Hart. Read second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Robertson, referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

A bill tor the relief of William C. Sparks, assignee of Samuel 
W. Willis. Read second time, and on motion of Mr. Brashear, 
referred to the Committee on Public Land. 

A bill for the relief of John Jackson, of Dallas County. Read 
third time and passed. 

A bill for the reliefof Daniel Fuller. Read second time. Mr. 
Parker moved to lay the bill on the table, upon which the yeas 
and nays were asfollows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Gage, Grimes, Moffet, Parker, Pease, 
Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip and Ward—11. 

Nays—Messrs, Hart, Latimer, Phillips and Wallace—4, Car- 

ried, 
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On motion of Mr. Wallace, the vote ordering the engrossment 
of a bill for the relief of the heirs of Arthur Eldridge, was recon- 
sidered, and on motion of Mr. Wallace, laid on the table. 

A bill to change the name of Richmond Hull to David Ran- 
don. Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of James R. Pace. Read second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution relative to Indian depredations committed 
within the State of Texas. Read second time, and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act supplementary 
to an act to create the County of Smith. Approved February 26, 
1848, Read and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to authorize the surveyor of Smith County to record 

certain field notes therein mentioned. Read and passed to a 
third reading. 

A bill to amend an act to create the County of Webb. Ap- 
proved January 28, 1848. Read and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to repeal an act authorizing the appointment of a Fiscal 
Agent, and for the better security of the revenue. Approved the 
2Uth March, 1848. Read and passed toa third reading. 

A bill to provide for the erection of public buildings at the Seat 
of Government to be located by a vote of the people in 1850. — 
Read, and on motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

A bill for the relief of Charles T. Stanley. Read and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of those who fell with Fannin, 
Ward, Travis, Grant and Johnson—together with the report of 
Committee. on Private Land Claims offering an amendment 
thereto, was read. Amendment withdrawn, ard bill passed to a 
third reading. 

A bill for the relief of Frederick Scranton, together with the 
report of the Committee on Private Land Clai ms offering a sub. 
stitute therefor, was read. Substitute adopted, and bill ordered 
to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the Senate adjourned. 
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Wepnespay, 9 o’cldck, a. m., January 16th, 1850. 

The Senate was called to order by the President—Seuators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, 
Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The Journal of yesterday were read and adopted. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, in- 
forming the Senate that the House had passed the following bills, 
which originated in the Senate, viz: 

A bill to incorporate the ‘Texas Monumental Committee; and 

A bill for the relief of Samuel G. Norveil ; also, 

The following bills originating in the House, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Garner, assignee of Hiram H. 
Million. 

A bill to prescribe the mode of returning process in certain 
cases, 

A bill to authorize John J. Grumbles and Lyman Tarbox to 
establish a ferry on the Colorado river, 

A bill for the reliefof Martha McBride and Margaret Garrett, 

A bi.l more particularly defining the boundaries of Henderson 
county. 

A bill to legalize certain headright certificates jssned by the 
County Court of Refugio county. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs at law of Joseph Thompson, 
dec’d. 

A bill for the relief Richard B. Jarman. 

A bill for the relief of Amos Morrill. 

A bill for the relief of B. C. Johnson, assignee of Joha R. Stacy. 

A bill to remove from the possession of the County Clerk of 
Webb county, all books, papers, documents and other property 
belonging or in any way appertaining to the City of Laredo, to 
the City Council. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred a bill for the relief of Mary R. Harris; re- 
ported the same back to the Senate and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill to authorise the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office to issue patents on surveys 
made in Peters’ Colony; reported the same back to the Senate 
with the following amendments, and recommended their adop- 
tion and the passage of the bill. Z 

Amendment Ist. Insert in the 9th line after the word “ made” 
the following words, “since the vear 1842,” 
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Amendment 2d. “Add for section 2. “That this act take effect 
and be force from and alter its passage. 

Mr, Wallace made the following report: 

Tae committee on euro.led bills, report the bill to be entitled 
an act to prescribe the mode of adophion ; and the bill to Le en- 
tiled au act to authorise the Commissioner of the General Land 
Ouive to issne a headright certificate, first class, for one league 
aud labor of land to Johu Boyd, assignee of George W. Mead ; 
correctly eurolled. 

Mr. Ward, from the committee on Enrolled bills, made the fol- 
lowing report: 

Tae committee on Burolled bills presented the following bills 
to the Governor, on the 15th inst., for his approval, the same 
having veen signed by the Speaker of the House of Represeuta- 
tives, and President of the Senate, viz: 

A bill to be entitled au act to authorize the Commissioner of 
the Geueral Land Office toissue a headright certificate, first class, 
for one leagne and labor of land to John Boyd, assignee of Geo. 
W. Mead; also, an act to prescribe the mode ct adoption. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Resolution of the Senate to rescind the resolution prohibiting 
the intrednction of any new busivess after the 10th January, 
inst: read and rejected by the following vote : 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Kinney, Moffett, Pease, Por- 
tis, Robertson and Wallace—s. 

Navs: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke. Hart, Parker, Phillips, Tay- 
lor, Fruit, Van Derlip, Ward and Walker—10. 

A bill to repeal an act authorising the appointment of a Fiscal 

. Agent, and forthe better security of the revenue, approved 
_ March 20th, 1848; read 3d time ; and, 

Ou motion of Mr. Pease, recommitted to the Finance com- 
mittee. 

The following bills were severally read a 3d time and passed, 
viz: 

A bill to amend an act to create the County of Webb. 

A bill to authorize the Surveyor of Smith county, to record 
certain field notes therein mentioned. 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act snpplementary 
to an act to create the connty of Smith, approved Feb. 26, 1848. 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Duncan McIntyre, decd. 

A bill to extend and define the Eastern boundary of Caldwell 
county. 

A bill for the relief of persons therein mentioned. =~ 

A bill to secure to the German Emegration Company and their 
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colonists, the lands to which they are entitled, and to adjust the 
liabilities of said compauy. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of those who tell with Fannin, 
Ward, Travis, Grant and Johnson, during the war with Mexico, 
in the year 1836; read 3d tine ; and on motion of Mr. Wallace, 
referred to the committee on Military Affairs, 

A bill to incorporate the City of Brownsville, together with the 
report of the committee on the Judiciary, offering amendments 
thereto ; was read and amendments adopted, 

Mr. Wallace offered the following proviso to the 1st section : 

“ Provided this act shall not impair private rights, and provi- 
ded moreover, that the quantity of land herein granted, shall be 
deducted from that to which sad county is entitled according to 
law,” 

Mr. Latimer moved to amend the amendment by striking out 
the latter proviso. Adopted, avd aineudment as amended was 
adopted, and bill passed to a 3d reading. 

A bill to authorize the withdrawal! from the General Land Of- 
fice, deeds issued on paper of the second seal ; read 2d time and 
ordered to be engrossed. - 

Mr, Robertson introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of B. 
A. M. Thomas, dec’d ; read ist time. 
` On motion of Mr. Burleson, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
2d time, aud referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill to revive and amend an act to locate permanently the 
seat of justice for the county of De Witt, approved March 9th, 
1848, together with the report of the committee on County Boun- 
daries, offering an amendment; was read, amendment adopted, 
and bill passed to a third reading. 

A bill to establish the Eastern boundary of Bastrop county ; 

_read and ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Jacob Allbright. 

Mr. Portis offered the following proviso as an amendment: 

“ Provided, that the ten per cent. reserved by the Constitution 
for educational purposes, be and the same is hereby required to 
be paid into the Treasury.” Adopted, and bill ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the vote ordering a bill to establish 
the Eastern boundary of Bastrop county to be engrossed, was re- 
considered ; and, 

On motion of Mr, Burleson, the bill was laid on the table, 

Joint resolution providing for the removal of certain Spanish 
documents from Nacogdoches county to the State Department.; 
read aud passed to a 3d reading. 
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A bill supplementary to an act defining the office and duties of 
Sheriff's, passed May 12, 1816; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill supplementary to an act defining the duties of District 
Attorneys; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to enforce and carry out the judgments and decrees of 
the Courts of the State, and to provide for the issuance of certifi- 
cates and patents in certain cases; read and ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

A bill for the relief of Lemuel Rodermel ; read and passed to 
a od oe 

A bill donating to John Neill and James O. Rice a league of 
land each, for being permanently disabled in the service of the 
Republic ot Texasyaud one league of land to the legal heirs of 
Hays Coviueton, who was killed in the service of the same ; read 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to permit the county of Fayette to levy and collect a 
special tax ; read a second time. 

Mr. Pease moved to amend Dy adding “that this act take ef- 
fect froin and after its passage.” Adopted. 

Ou motion of Mr. Pease, the rule was suspended, bill read 3d 
time and passed: 

A bil! supplementary to an act entitled an act to secure to all 
actual settlers within the limits of the colony granied to Peters 
and others, commonly known as Peters’ colony, the lands to 
which they are entitled as colonists ;” read 2d time: and, 

On motion of Mr. Walker, referred to the committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of the State of 
Texas to exchange some of the public property in the City of 
Austin for a certain lot and buildings adjoining the General 
Land Office; read Ist time. 

A bill to incorporate the Mount Vernon Male and Female Acad- 
emies; read 2d time; ana, = 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, referred to the committee on Edu- 
cation. 

A bill to amend the first section of an act entitled an act to 
regulate the license and practice of Attornies and Counsellors 
at law, approved May 12, 186 ; ; read 2d time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

A bill making an appropriation to pay for the printing the laws 
and constitution in the German language; Read 2d time ; and, 

On motion of Mr. Truit. referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
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Willis A. Forris, dec’d; Read 2d time ; and on motion of Mr. 
Burleson, referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill relative to suits by joint tenants and tenants in common 
of lands; read 2d time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. ` 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Lodge, number three, of 
the Independant Order of Odd Fellows ; read 2d time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Pease, referred to the Judiciary committee 

A pill providing for the trial of causes in the Supreme court, 
in whieh the said court or any two of its members may be dis- 
qualified to act, and in which there may be an equal division ot 
opinion of said Judges ; read 2d tine and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to create the county of Marion: read 2d time. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the 2d section was amended by 
striking out ater State,” the words “except a separate land 
district and ” 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to provide for the election of County officers for the 
county of Marioun ; read 2d time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill supplementary to an act to locate permanently the seat 
of justice of Cass county, approved Dec. 27, 1549 ; read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
2d time and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Tyler in Smith county ; read 
Ist time. 

A bill for the relief of Gen. Memucan Hunt; read Ist time. 

Mr. Truit offered the following resolution : 

Resolved by the Senate, the House of Representatives concur- 
ring, that the Legislature of the State of Texas wil! adjourn sine 
die, on Monday the 28th day of the present month.” 

Joint resolution for the relief of James S. Patterson ; read Ist 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the rule was suspended ; bill read. 
2d time, and referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill authorising the Comptroller to issue duplicates of cer- 
tain certificates ; read Ist time, 

Joint.resolution making provisions for surveying a certain 
quantity of University land; read Ist time. 

Joint resolution for the relief of John Hobson; read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, a bill for the relief of Daniel Ful- 
ler was taken up; read and ordered to be engrossed by the fol- 
lowing vote : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Kin- 
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ney, MeRae, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Truit, Van Der- 
lip and Wallace—14. ~- 

Nyas: Messrs. Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Pease and Tay- 
lor—6. 

Ou motion of Mr. Phillips, the Senate adjourned until 2 
o'clock, P. w. 

; 2 o'clock, P. m. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

Joint resolution making an appropriation for the purchase of 
books for the use of the Supreme court; read Ist tine. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Robort Earl, dee’d; 
read Ist time. 

A bill to amend an act to establish a Penitentiary, passed 13th 
March, 1818; read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed : 

Mr. Walker made the following report: 

January 16th, 1850. 

Hon. President of the Senate: 

The undersigned, chairman, on the part of Senate, of the Joint 
Select committee, to whom was referred the memorial of Willis 
Stewart and others, trustees of Peters’ Colony, beg leave to re- 
port that they have had the subject under consideration, and that 
the committee on the part of the Senate, are unanimous in the 
opinion that the second section of the ordinance, which is at- 
tached to the constitution, and which was ratified and confirmed 
by the legal voters_of the State at the time said constitution was 
adopted by them, forbids any action on the part of the Legisla- 
ture for their relief, and that their remedy, if any they have, is in 
the judicial department of the State. Your committee therefore, 
beg to be discharged from any further consideration of the subject. 

A. G. WALKER, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. Ward introduced a bill for the relief of David Lane, and 
the heirs of Henry L. Lane, dec’d; read 1st time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Ward, the rule was suspended, bill read 2d 
time and referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 
~ A bill to exempt the venders of certain articles manufactured 

z in this State, from the payment of any direct tax or license tax 
for the sale thereof; read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed. 

~ A bill to amend an act to organize the Supreme court of the 
State of Texas, passed 12th May, 1846; read 2d time ; and 

On motion of Mr, Robertson, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Samuel G. Norvell; read and 
ordered to be engrossed. 
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A bill defining the time when all laws hereafter enacted by the 
Legislature of the State of Texas shall take effect, together with 
the report of the Juaiciary committee, recommending that the 
bill be laid on the table ; was read and report adopted, 

The report of the Judiciary committee upon the resolution of 
the House relative to the election of District Attorney for the 3d 
Judicial district; recommending that the same be laid on the 
table; was read and adopted. 

The report of the Judiciary committee on resolution of the 
Senate, instrncting said committee to examine into the propriety 
of the passage ofa law to place the jury fund in the hands of the 
Sheriff’s or District Clerk’s, &c.; recommending that it be laid on 
the table ; read, and report ‘adopted. 

The report of the Judiciary committee on resolution of the 
Senate, requiring said committee to take into consideration and 
report by bill or otherwise, the propriety of passing an act, giving 
to each county in this State, created since the adoption of the 
Constitution, and which may hereafter be created, the lands 
promised them under the 3d and 4th sections of the 10th article 
of the Constitution, for educational purposes ; recommending 
that it be laid ou the table; was read and adopted. 

A bill to amend an act regulating fees of office, approved March 
20, 1843, together with the report of the Judiciary committee, 
recommending that it be laid on the table; read, and report 
adopted. 

The report of the Judiciary committee on resolution of the 
Senate, requiring said committee to enquire into the expediency 
of repealiny the 17th section of an act to provide for the assess- 
ment and collection of taxes, approved 20th March, 1518, &e., 
recommending that it be Taid on the table: was read ; aud, 

On motiou of Mr. Parker, laid on the table. 

A bill requiring costs to be paid in cases of appeals to the Su- 
preme court and changes of venue, together with the a of the 
Judiciary committee, recommending that it be laid on the table ; 
was read, and report adopted. 

Resolution to appoint a committee to take into consideration” 
the erection of a fire-proof General Land Office, with the report. 
of the Judiciary committee, recommending that it be laid on the 
table; was read, and report adopted. 

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution 
of the State of Texas, with the report of the Judiciary commit- 
tee, recommending that it be laid on the table; was read, and 
report adopted. 

Joint resolution requiring the Commissioner of the General 
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uand Office to issue certificates to persons who have located on 
a grant of eleven leagues, made to John Cameron, agent of Jose 
Maria de la Garza, tor the quantity of land they Lave been re- 
quired to relinquish, together with the report of the Judiciary 
committee; was rerd, and on motion, resolution and repoit were 
laid on the table. 

Resolution of the Senate instructing the Judiciary committee 
to enquire into the propriety of passing a law authorizing the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue patents on 
land surveyed on eleven league granis, or any part of eleven 
league grants and that they report by bill or otherwise, with the 
report of the Judiciary committee recommending that it be laid 
on the table; was read, and report adopted. 

A bill to amend the 6th section of an act regulating sequestra- 
tions, approved 15th March, 1818, with the report of the Judi- 
ciary committee, recommending that it be laid on the table ; was 
read, and report adopted. 

A bill to prohibit slaves from carrying fire-arms in this State, 
without the written consent of their owner, employer or con- 
troller, with the report ofthe Judiciary cominittee ; recommend- 
ing that it be laid upon the table, was read and report adopted. 

A bill prescribing the time beyond which no grand jury shall 
remain in session in any county, with the report of the Judiciary 
committee, recommending that it be laid on the table; read, and 
report adopted. 

A bill for the relief of bona fide holders and claimants to land 
granted by the Governmont of Spain, Mexico and Tamaulipas in 
that portion of the State lying West of the Nueces river, &c.; 
with the report of the Judiciary committee, recommending that 
it be laid on the table ; was read and adopted. 

A bill supplementary tò an act to organize County Courts, 
passed March 16th, 1848; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill temporarily to settle Hosea Maria, Chief of the Anadarko 
and Ionies Indians, his associates, in the county of Milam or Na- 
Varro; read 2d time. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the bill was amended by striking 
out “ Milam county,” wherever it occurs in the bill. 

The Yeas and Nays were then called on the engrossment of 
the bill, and were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Kinney and-Phillips—-3. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, 
Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—18. 

So the Senate refused to engross the bill. 
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Mr. Wallace moved to reconsider the vote which refused to 
engross the above bill; and, 

On motion of Mr, Wa Ilace, the motion to reconsider was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to which was referred joint resolution for the relief of 
Cain T. Brush; reported a substitute for the same, and recom- 
mended its adoption and passage. 

~A bill to perfect land titles in Castro’s Colony, with the report 
of the contmittee on Public Lands ; offering amendments thereto, 
was read and amendments adopted. 

Mr. Walker offered the following additional section : 

“ Sec. In case of death, resignation, or any disability to act, 
on the part of the Commissioner, the Governor shall appoint 
another Commissioner, to fill the vacancy thus occasioned,” 
Adopted. 

Mr. Pease offered the following proviso to the Ist section: 

e Provided, that said Castro shall hold said 610 acres donated 
for school and religious purposes in trust, for the use and benefit 
of the colonists.” Adopted, and bill passed to a 3d reading, 

A bill to amend an act to incorporate Baylor University, ap- 
proved Feb. Ist, 1845; read aud passed to a 3d reading, 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the rule was suspended ; bill 
read 3d time and passed, by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett. Parker, Pease, Plullips, Portis, Robert- 
son, Tay lor Trait, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and W allace—20. 

Nays: None. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel G. Newton & Co., and Tilley 
and Hewit; read, and passed to a third reading 

A bill for the relief of Thos. Wm. Ward; read, and passed to 
a 3d reading. 

The report of the Judiciary committee on the petition of Wil- 
liam Primm, and the resolution responsive thereto; was read and 
adopted. i 

A bill to establish aud incorporate a Literary Institution under 
the supervision and control of the Eastern Texas Annual Con- 
ference, located at or near the town of Henderson, Rusk county, 
in this State. 

Mr. Pease moved to amend the 16th section by striking out all 
that relates to banking privileges. Adopred. 

On mation of Mr. Robertson, the 16th section was stricken out ; 
bill then passed to a 3d reading. 

A bill to change the time of holding the courts in a part of the 
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fourth Judicial district, with the report of the committee on the 
Judiciary, offering an amendment; was read ; amendment adopt- - 
ed, and bill passed to a 3d reading. 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the rule was suspended ; bill 
read 3d time and passed. 

A bill to amend the Ist 2d and 3d sections of the act concern- 
ing divorce and alimony, together with the report of the Judi- 
ciary committee, offering a substitute therefor ; was read and sub- 
Stitute adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the bill was made the special 
order of the day for Friday the 18th inst. 

A bill to provide for the liquidation of the public debt of the 
late Republic of Texas ; with the report of the Select committee, 
offering an amendment; was read and amendment adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill was made the special order of 
the day, for to-morrow. 

Resolution of the House relative to an adjournment, sine die, 
onthe lst of Feb. next; read and, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, laid on the table. 

Resolution of the Senate relative to the order in which busi- 
ness shall be disposed of in the Senate; was read, and rejected. 

A bill to amend the 6th section of an act to regulate the license 
and practice of attorneys and counsellors at law. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following amendment : 

Insert “ millers and ferrymen.” 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill and amendment were laid on 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned. 


Tuursday, 9 o'clock a. m.. January 17, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President— Senators 
present: Messrs, Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Grimes. Hart, Lati- 
mer, McRea, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, 
Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. The journals of yes- 
terday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes presented the petition of the citizens of Mont- 
gomery county, asking to have the boundaries of said county 
surveyed. On motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the committee 
on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of Benjamin W. Bedford ; 


481 . 


read, and on motion of Mr, Waliace, referred to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Portis presented the petition of Robert J. Rivers, attorney 
of John L. Dabney. On motion of Mr. Portis, referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a bill supplementary toan act to exempt buildings 
and grounds designed and used for purposes of education or 
public worship from taxation ; and joint resolution authorizing 
R.S. Neighbors, commissioner appointed to organize the Coun- 
ties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa Fé, to draw his salary 
in advance: reported the same back to the Senate, and recom- 
mended their passage. 


Mr. Grimes from the same committee, to which was referred 
a bill making an appropriation to pay fọr the printing the laws 
and constitutio in the German language, reported, that on in- 
vestigation, there is yet due and unpaid the sum of $106 &8 for 
printing the laws and constitution m the German ianguage, 
which sum your committee recommend should be appropriated 
and paid. The bill can be amended by striking out “two” be- 
fore “hundred,” and inserting “one” in the Ist and 2nd sections 
of the bill. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report: 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a bill 
to authorize and require the district surveyors of this State to ap- 
point Deputies to attend to the duties of their offices during their 
absence therefrom, are of opinion that it would be impossible 
for the district surveyors to comply with the requirements of the 
law, if it should be passed : they therefore report the bill back to 
the Senate, and ask to be discharged from its further consider- 
ation. . 

_ Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a joint resolution for the relief of 
James §. Patterson, and a bi'l for the relief of David Lane, and 
the heirs of Heury Lane, deceased; reported the same back to 
the Senate without amendment, and recommended their passage, 

Mr. Robertson from the same committee, to which was refer- 
red the memorial of J. Œ. Clements, reported the following bill, 
and recommended it to the favorable consideration of the Senate. 

A bill for the relief of the purchasers of Jot. in the city of Aus- 
tin, under certain circumstances ; read first time. 

Mr. Robertson from the same committee, to which was refer- 
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red the petition of L. S. Sargent, reported the following bill, and 
recommended it to the favorable consideration of the Senate. 

A bill for the relief of Levin S. Sargent; read first time. 

Mr. Pease introduced a bill concerning patents for land; read 
first time. 

Mr. Moffett made the following report : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the follow- 
ing, and find them correctly engrossed, to wit: 
< À bill to exempt the vendors of certain articles manufactnred in 
, this State from the payment of any direct tax, or license tax for 
the sale thercof. 

A bill to authorize the withdrawal from the General Land 
Olfice of deeds issued on paper of the secord seal, 

And a bill donating to John Neill and James O. Rice, one 
league of land each, for being permanently disabled in the ser- 
vice of the Republic of Texas, and one league of land to the 
legai heirs of Hays Covington, ‘who was killed in the service of 
the same. 

A messace was received from the House of Representatives, in- 
ferming the Senate that the House had passed a bill declaring 
Bear Creek in Sabine County, a navigable stream, which origin- 
ated in the Senate; also, a joint resolution requiring all the taxes 
coming to the State from the people of Jasper Couuty for the 
year 1850, to be UU to the bnilding of a Court House 
and Jail for said ae ; also, that the House had concurred in 
the amendments of the Senate toa bill relative to extending the 
jurisdiction of the State of Texas over the south half of a certain 

ortion of Red River; also, 

That the House had adopted a substitute fora bill to anthor- 
ize the Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue patents 
on certificates issued by the Board of Land Commissioners of 
Robertson Connty, under certain restriclons; also, that the 
House had adopted the report of the committee of conference on 
a bill to regulate Ferries. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bil] to provide for removing the Su- 
preme Court of Texas to the town of Henderson, in Rusk 
county; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Portis, the rule requiring reports to lay on 
the eee one day. was suspended ; ; and joint resolution anthoriz- 
ing R. S. Nei ghbors, the Commissioner appointed to organize the 
aa of Persidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa Fé, to draw his 
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salary in advance, with the report of the committee on rinance, 
Was taken up, and resolution passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the rule was farther suspendea ; reso- 
lution read third time and passed. 

Mr. Gage moved to reconsider the vote which passed the above 
joint resolution, Mr. Parker moved to lay the motion on the 
table until to-morrow—lost. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Gage’s motion to reconsider 
the vote. Ou motien of Mr. Pease, a call of the Senate was had. 
The Senate being full, the yeas aud nays were called on the re- 
consideration, and were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Parker, Taylor, Trut, Waid. Walker and Wallace—13. 

Nays: Messrs, Burleson. Davis, Kinney, Moffett, Pease, Phil- 
lips, Portis, Robertson and Van Derlip—9. Vote reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill was laid on the table, by the 
following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cook, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Parker, Taylor. Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace—15. 

Nays: Messrs Burieson, Davis, Kinney, Motfet, Pease, Portis, 
Robertson, and Van Derlip—s. 

A bill to provide for the liquidation of the Public Debt of the 
late Republic of Texas; read, and on motion of Mr. Wallace, 
made the special order of the day for Monday the 21st iust., and 
100 copies ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
whont was referred a bill to provide for distributing the reports 
of the decisions of the Supreme Court of this State; reported the 
same back to the Senate without amendment, and recommended 
its passage. 

Mr. Burleson introduced a bill to amend an act to allow set 
off's in certain cases: read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Substitute ofthe House for a bill to authorize the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office to Issue patents on certificates 
issued by the Board of Land Commissioners of Robertson county, 
under certain restrictions; read first time. 

The following bills and joint resolutions from the House were 
severally read a first time, viz: 

A bill for the rehef of A. Balleuill. 5 

A bill for the relief of Uzziel Baggett. 

A bill for the relief of E. H. Grisham, 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of William Arnold, deceased. 
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À bill supplementary to an act to organize the county of 
Upshur, approved January 26, 1848. 

A bill legalizing and confirming the marriage of William Pier- 
son and Elizabeth Ogle. 

A bill for the relief of f George Washington Sheek. 

A bill for the relief of John R. Baker. 

A bill for the relief of Martha McBride and Margaret Garnett. 

A bill to locate permanently the seat of justice of Cooke 
county, 

A bill to extend the jurisdiction of the county of Medina for 
certain purposes. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Samuel C. Douglass. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Berry W. Perkins. 

A bill for the relief B. C. Johnson. assignee of John F. Stacy. 

A bill for the relief of Amos Morrell. 

A bill for the relief of Richard B. Jarman. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs at law of Joseph Thompson, 
deceased. 

A biil to amend an act to incorporate the city of Nacogdoches ; 

approved March 16, 1848. z 

A bill more particularly defining the boundaries of Henderson 
county. 

A bill to prescribe the mode of returning process in certain 
Cases, 

* A bill to legalize certain headright certificates. issued by the 
County Court of Refugio county. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Garner, assignee of Hiram H. 
Millions. 

A bill to authorize John J. Grumbles and Lyman Tarbox, to 
establish a Ferry on the Colorado river. 

A bill to remove the land office of the Milam land district from 
Burleson county, to Cameron in Milam county. 

A bill to remove from the possession of the County Clerk of 
Webb county, all books, papers, documents and other property 
belonging, or in any way appertaining to the city of Laredo, to 
the City Couucil. 

A bill authorizing the Galveston City Company to change the 
plan ofa certain block of lots in the city of Galveston, and au- 
thorizing the city and county authorities to use one of the public 
squares of said city and county buildings. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, in- 
forming the Senate that the House had passed the following joint 
resolutions, viz: 
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Joint resolution for the relief of Araminta D. Allen, heir at law 
of Preston P. Allen, lately a soldier in the army of Texas ; and 

Joint resolution for the relief of Joseph Branham, which were 
severally read a first time. 

Mr. Robertson made the following report : 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred the 
message of his Excellency the Governor, accompanied with the 
report of the Comptroller aud Auditor on the subject of the public 
debt of the late Republic of Texas, have instructed me to report 
that the documents referred to them contain a considerable amount 
of important information, and in the opinion of the committee, 
such information as should be piaced before the people of Texas ; 
they have, therefore, instructed me to recommend that the Sen- 
ate have printed 1500 copies of the message and report. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the rule requiling reports to lay 
on the table one day, was suspended, and report taken up. 

Mr. Gage moved to lay the report on the table, upon which the 
yeas and nays were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart and Wal- 
lace—6. 

Nays: Messrs, Davis, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Portis, 
Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward and Walker—12. 
Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the report was amended by striking 
ing out “1500” and inserting “1000.” The report was then 
adopted. 

Mr. Portis, chairmen of the committee on Education, to whom 
was referred a bill to incorporate the Mount Vernon Male and 
Female Academies; reported the same back to the Senate, and 
recommended its passage. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to authorize and require the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue patents to as. 
signees of Administrators ; read first time. 

“Mr. Grimes introduced a bill for the relief of Nancy Ander- 
son; 1ead first time. 

A bill to authorize the withdrawal from the General Land 
Office of deeds issued on paper of the second seal; read third 
time, andon motion of Mr, Van Derlip, laid on the table until 
Monday the 21st inst. 

A bill to exempt the vendors of certain articles manufactured 
in this State, from the payment of any direct tax or license tax 
for the sale thereof; read, and on motion of Mr.,Grimes, laid on, 
the table. 

Joint resolution for the removal of certain Spanish documents 
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from Nacogdoches county to the State Department; read third 
time, and on motion of Mr. Latimer, laid on the table. 

A bill to revive and amend an act to locate permanently the 
Seat of Justice for the County of De Witt; approved March 9, 
1818; read third time, and on motion of Mr, Vau Derlip, laid on 
the table. 

The following bills were severally read a third time and 
passed, viz: ` 

A bill for the relief of Thos, Wm. Ward. 

A bill supplementary to an act to locate pormanen ly the Seat 
of Justice of Cass county; approved December 27, 18-49. 

A bill for the relief of Lemuel M. Rodearmel. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel G. Newton & Co., and Tilly & 
Hewitt. 

A bill donating to John Neill and James O. Rice, one league 
of land each, for being permanently disabled ın the service of the 
Republic of Texas, and one league of land to the legal heirs of 
Hays Covington, who was killed in the service of the same, 

A bill to incorporate the city of Brownsville; read a third 
time, and passed by the following vote : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Grimes, Kin- 
ney, McRae, Moffett, Par ker, Pease, Portis, Robertson, Tay lor, 
Trut, Yan Derlip, Ward and Walker—I7.. 

Nays: Messrs Gage and Wallace—2. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the bill to create the county of 
Met ‘leunan was taken up; read, and passed toa thiid reading, 

On motion of Mr, Robertson, the rule was suspended; bill read 
third time. and passed by the following vote : 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Han, Kinney, Lati- 
mer, Moffett), Parker, Robertson, Truit, Wau Derlip, Ward. 
Walker and Wallace— 14. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Pease and Taylor—4. 

Mr. Hart offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, that from the hour of 11 o'clock a. m. to 12 each 
day, the Senate wil] set as a Board of Land Commissioners, dur- 
ing ‘which time no business shall be taken up, but bills granting 
land certificates, unless all such bills before the Senate “shall be 
disposed of for the day. 

Resolved, further, that each applicant for such a bill, shall be 
required to pay into the State Treasury the sum of two dol{ars, 
in case his bill shall pass. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller to issue dupli- 

cates of certain certificates; read second time, and on motion of 
Mr. Brashear, referred to the committee on State Affairs. 
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A bill for the relief of Gen. Memucan Hunt; read 2nd time, 
and on motion of Mr. Latimer, referred to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts, 

A bill to incorporate the town of Tyler in Smith county ; read 
second time, and on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the com- 
mittee on County Boundaries. 

A bill to perfect the land titles in Castro’s Colony ; read third 
time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Robert Earl, de- 
ceased; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Parker, referred 
to the committee on Private Claims. 

Joint resolution making an appropriation for the purchase of 
books for the use of the Supreme Court ; read second time, aud 
on motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the "Judiciary Committee. 

Joint resolution authoriziug the Comptroller of the State of 
Texas to exchange some of the public property in the city of 
Austin fora certain lot aud buildings adjoining the General Land 
Office; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Parker, referred 
to the committee on State Affairs. 

Joint resolution for the rehefof John Hobson; read second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Joint resolution making provisions for surveying a certain 
quantity of University lands ; read second time, and on motion of 
Mr. Portis, referred to the committee on Public Lan ds. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned until two 
oclock P. m. 


: 2 o'clock p.M. 
Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Cain T. Brush, together with 
the report of the commmittee on Private Land Claiins offering a 
substitute therefor, was read, substitute adopted, and bill ordered 
to be engrossed, 

A bill for the relief of Mary R. Harris; read and ordered to be 
engrossed, 

A bi'l to authorize and require the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue patents for Jand on surveys made in Peters 
Colony, together with the report of the committee on Private 
Land Claims, was read, and on motion of Mr. Hart, laid on the 
table. 

A bill to authorize Baily Inglish, Thomas Cowart, and their 
associates, to construct a turupike road from the town of Bon- 
ham in the county of Fannin, across the Bois d'Arc bottom, to 
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the high land in the direction of the town of Paris, Lamar coun- 
ty; read and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to create the County of Bell; read and passed to a third 
reading. 

A bill to establish aud incorporate a Literary Institution, under 
the supervision and control of the Eastern Texas Annual Con- 
ference, located at or near the town of Henderson, Rusk county, 
in this State; read third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs, Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Rob- 
ertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wal- 
lace—21. Nays—none. 

Mr. Kinney introduced a joint resolution for the relief of Wm. 
M. Williams ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, the rule was suspended ; resolution 
read second time, and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

The report of the select committee, to whom was referred the 
memorial of Willis Stewart, was read and adopted. 

Resolution of the Senate relative to adjournment on 28th inst., 
sine die, was read; and on motion of Mr. Parker, laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Burleson presented the petition of Daniel M. Morris; read, 
and on motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the committee on 
County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate adjourned. 


Fripay, 9 o’clock, a. m., January 18th, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President—Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, 
Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Portis, Taylor, 
Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace. - 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The Journal of yesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled bills ; 
reported the following bills correctly enrolled : 

An act supplementary to an act to incorporate the Western 
Texian Orphan Asylum, approved March 16th, 1848. 

An act supplementary to an act-regulating appeals to the Su- 
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preme court, in criminal cases, approved 13th May, A. D. 1846. 


An act for the relief of the heirs or legal representatives of 
William H. Malone, decd. 

An act for the reliefof Samuel G Norvell and John H. Carter. 

An act supplementary to an act defining the office and duties of 
Constable, approved 12th May, A. D. 1846; and 

An act to incorporate the Grand and subordinate Divisions of 
the Sons of Temperance. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills ; 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, to wit : 

A bill for the relief of Cain T. Brush, a soldier in the army of 
the Republic of Texas. 

A bill supplementary to an act defining the duties of District 
Attorneys. 

A bill for the relief of Mary R. Harris, 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Fuller; and 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act concerning 
crimes and punishments, approved March 20th, 1848. 

Mr. Parker, from the committee on Engrossed bills; reported 

Joint resolution for the relief of Jacob Albright, correctly en- 

rossed. 
Mr. Ward from the committee on Enrolled bills ; reported 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Monumental committee, cor- 

rectly enrolled. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
whom was referred a bill to change the name of George North to 
George Douglas Bigelow ; reported the same back and recom- 
meuded it to the favorable consideration of the Senate. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims to whom was referred a bill for the relief of the heirs and 
legal representatives of Willis A. Farris, dec’d.; reported the 
same back, and recommended it to the favorable consideration of 
the Senate. E 

Mr. Brashear introduced a bill to incorporate the Houston and 
Brazos Plank Road and Turnpike Company ; read first time, and 
on motion of Mr. Brasher,the rule was suspended, bill read second 
time, and referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill supplementary to an act concerning crimes and punish- 
ments, approved 20th March, 1848. 

Mr. Robertson moved that the bill be read by its caption 3 upon 
which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Hart, Kinney, Lat: 
imer, Portis, Robertson, Truit, Ward and Walker—11, 
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Nays: Messrs. Gage, Grimes, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Taylor, 
Van Derlip and Wallace—8. Carried. 

Bill was read by its caption a third time and passed. 

Mr. Portis introduced a bill to amend the 11th section of an 
act to regulate the proceedings of the District courts, approved 
May 13th, 1846; read first time. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had concurred in all the 
amendments of the Senate to the followthg bills, to wit : 

A bill for the relief of persons therein mentioned. 

A bill to extend and define the eastern boundary of Caldwell 
county. 

A_ bill to permit the county of Fayette to levy and collecta 
special tax. 

A bill to secure to the German Emigration Company and their 
colonists, the lands to which they are entitled, and to adjust the 
liabilities of said Company. 

A bill to provide for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
State of Texas, for the year 1851 ; and, 

Joint resolution relative to extending the jurisdiction of the 
State of Texas over the South half of a certain portion of Red 
river; also, 

That the Honse had passed the following bills; which were 
severally read a first time: 

A bill for the relief of Francis L. Meriwether and Peter P. 
Harding. 

A bill for the relief of Mason W. Cope. 

A bill more particularly defining the boundaries of Van Zandt 
county. 

A bill to organize the county of Ellis, 

A bill to declare John James Elliott the legitimate child of 
William Elliott and Polly Elliott, of the county of Rusk, 

A bill authorizing the County court of Red River county to 
to have the records in books A. B. & C. of Prohate Records, now 
in the office of the Clerk of said county, transcribed. 

A bill for the relief of William McMaster, late Sheriff of Bra- 
zoria county. 

A bill for the relief of the legil representatives of Henry B. 
Williams, deed, 


A bill to provide for the apportionment of the old debt of Har- 
rison county, amongst the counties of Harrison, Upshu r and Pa- 
nola. 

A bill to create the office of State Translator; and, 
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A bill to authorize the Judges of the District courts to hold 
special terms of District courts. 

A bill concerning divorce ; read, an‘ ordered to be engrossed, 

Mr. Latimer introduced a bill to incorporate C ey Col- 
lege; read first time, and on motion of Mr. Latimer, the rule was 
suspended ; bill read second time and referred to committee’ on 
Education. 

Resolution of the Senate, offered on yesterday by Mr. Hart, 
relative to the Senate sitting as a Board of Land Commissioners; 
was read, 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend the resolution by striking out 
“A.M.” and inserting P.M.” Adopted, by the following vate: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Gage, Grimes, McRae, 
Moffett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truitt, Van Derlip 
and Walker—13. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, Pease, 
Ward and Wallace—8. 

Mr. Truit offered the following amendment: 

“ Provided, that the amount received on each certificate be 
equally divided among all the Senators, except the gentleman 
from Hunt county, and that he be appointed chairman of said 
board.” 
~ On motion of Mr. Parker, the resolution and amendment were 

referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. ' 

A bill for the rehef of Cain T. Brush, a soldier in the army of 
the late Republic of Texas; read third time and passed. 

A bill supplementary to an act defining the duties of Disteict 
Attoruies; read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Mary R. Harris; read third time ana 
passed. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Fuller ; read third time and paps- 
ed, by the following vote : 

. Yeas: ‘Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Kinney, Parker, 
Portis, Robertson, Truit, Van Derlip and Walker—10, 

Nays: Messrs. Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Pease, Taylor, Ward 
and Wallace—7. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Jacob Allbright ; read third 
time and passed, by the following vote : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, Hart, Kinney, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Portis, ‘Taylor, 
Truit, Van Derlip, Walker and Wallace—17. 

Nays: Messrs, Latimer, Pease, Robertson and Ward—4. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, Mr. Phillips was excused from at- 
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tendance on the Senate, during the morning sessions, for the 
present week. 

A bill to incorporate the Mount Vernon Male and Female 
Academies ; read second time and passed to a third reading. 

Mr. 'Taylof, from the committee on Eugrossed bills; reported 
joint resolution for the relief Samuel G. Norvell, correctly en- 
grossed, = 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of William S. Tut- 
ton ; read and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to provide for distributing the Reports of the Decisions 
of the Supreme Court of this State; read, and on motion of Mr, 
Pease, laid on the table until Monday. 2ist inst. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
whom was referred joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller 
of the State of Texas, to exchange some of the públic property 
in the city of Austin, for a certain “lot and buildings adjoiniug the 
Genaral Land Ofice ; reported the same back to the Senate, 
without amendment, and recommended its passage. 

A bill for the relief of David Lane and the heirs of Henry L. 
Lane ; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill making an appropriation to pay for the printing the laws 
and constitution in the German language, together with the re- 
port of the Finance committee, offering an amendment thereto ; 
was read, amendment adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Samuel G. Norvell ; read third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, a bill for the relief of Elizabeth 
Ryals, was taken up from the table ; read and ordered to be en- 
grossed, 

A bill to authorize and require the District Surveyors of this 
State to appoint deputies to attend to the duties of their offices 
during their absence therefrom, together with the report of the 
committee on Public Lands ; was read. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the report was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Ward offered a substitute for the bill, which was read and 
adopted, and on motion of Mr. Van Derlip, made the special order 
of the day, for to-morrow. 

A bill for the relief of James S. Patterson ; read, and passed to 
a third reading. 

A bill supplementary to an act to exemptbuildings and grounds 
designed and used for purposes of education, or public worship, 
from taxation ; read, and passed toa third reading, 

A bill to authorize Baily Inglish, Thomas Cowart and their as- 
sociates to constructa turnpike road from the town of Bonham, 
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in the county of Fannin, across the Bois de Arc bottom to the 
high lands on the east side of said stream, in the direction of the 
town of Paris, in Lamar county ; read third time and passed by 
the following vote: { 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Giimes, Hart, 
Kinney, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Portis, Robertson, aot 
lor, Truit and Wallace —16. 

Nays: None. 

A bill to create the county of Bell; read third time and passėd. 

Mr. Wallace offered'the following resolution: 

* Resolved. That hereafter, during the present session of the 
Legislature, all bills and resolutions of a public nature on the 
President’s table, shall have precedence and be disposed of before 
any of a private nature in the same stage.” 

A bill concerning patents for land ; read second time, and :on 
motion of Mr, Gaze, referred to the committee an Public Lands, 

A bill to anthorize and require the Commissioner of the Gene- 
rat Land Office to issue patents to the assignees of Administira- 
tors; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Latimer, referted 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to provide for removing the Supreme court of the State 
of ‘Texas, to the town of Henderson, i in Rusk county ; read ‘se- 
cond time, and on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to a select 
committee of five. 

Messrs. Parker, Van Nerlip, Latimer, Robertson and Pease, 
were appointed said committee. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Nancy Anderson ; read 
secoud time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of the purchasers of lots in the city of 
Anstin, under certain circumstances; read second time, and on 
motion of Mr. Hart, referred to the Judiciary committee. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, the Senate adjourned until half- 
past two o'clock P, m. 


24 o'clock p. M. 
Senate met—roll called—quorum present, + l 


A bill for the relief of Leon S. Sargeant ; read second time, 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolntion for the relief of Joseph Branham ; read se- 
cond time, and on motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Araminta D. Allen, heir at 
law of Preston P, Allen, lately a soldier in the army of Texas; 
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read second time, and on motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the 
committee on Private Laud Claims. 

A bill for the relief of ‘Thomas Garner, assignee of Hiram H. 
Milleons ; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Parker, refer- 
red to the committee on Public Lands. , 

A bill to prescribe the mode of returning process in certain 
cases ; read second time, and on motion of Mr, Porker, referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bili toamend an act to incorporate the city of Nacogdoches, 
approved March 6th, 1848; read seco d time, and on motion of 
Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

A bill more particularty defining the boundaries of Henderson 
county ; read second time, andan motion of Mr. Walker, reter- 
red to the committee on County Bouudaries. 

A bill for the relief of Amos Morrill; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr. Latimer, referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Samuel C. Douglass ; read se- 
cond time, and on motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Martha McBride and Margaret Garrett; 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Robertson, referred to the 
committee on Public Lands.” 

A bill snpplementary to an act to organize the county of Up- 
shur, approved Jan. 26, 1845, read second time. and on motion of 
Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Lana Of- 
fice to 1ssne patents on certificates issued by the Board of Land 
Commissioners of Robertson county, under certain restrictions ; 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the 
committee on Pubiie Lands, 

A bill to locate permane tly, the seat of justice of Cooke coun- 
ty; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Walker, referred to 
the committee on Connty Boundaries, 

A bill for the relief of- John R. Barker; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr, Latimer, referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to extend the jurisdiction of the county of Medina, for 
certain purposes ; read second time, and on motion of Mr, Van 
Derlip, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Berry W. Perkins; read second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on 
Public Lands. 

A bill for the relief of Richard B. Jarman ; read second time, 
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and on motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the committee on 
Private Laud Claims, 

A bill legalizing and confirming the marriage of William 
Pearson and Elizabeth Ogle; read second time, ‘and on motion 
of Mr. Walker, referred to a Select committee of three. 

Messrs. Walker, McRae and Cook were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs at law of Joseph Thompson, 
dec’d.; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Robertson, refer- 
red to the committee on Public Lauds. 

A bill for the relief of B. C. Johnson, assignee of John F. Sta- 
cy; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Latimer, referred to 
the committee on private Land Claims. 

A bill to legalize certain head-right certificates, issued by the 
County court of Refugio couuty ; read secoud time, and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committ.e on Publie Lands. 

A bill to remove from the possession of the County Clerk of 
Webb county, all books, papers, documents and oiher property 
belonging, or in any way appertaining to the city of Laredo, to 
tothe City Council; read second time, and on motion of Mr. 
Brashear, referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill forthe relief of A. Balleuill; read second time, and on 
motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of William Arnold, dec’d.; 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Truit, referred to the 
committee on Private Jand Claims, 

A bill to anthorize John J. Grombles and Lyman Tarbox to 
establish a ferry on the Colorado river; read second time, and on 
motion of Mr. Robeitson, referred to the committee on Roads, 
Bridges and Ferries. 

A bill for the relief of E. H. Grisham; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

A bill authorizing the Galveston City Company to change 
the plan of a certain block of lots in the city of Galveston, and 
author zing the city and county authorities to use one of the pub- 
lic squares of said city. for city and county purposes; read second 
time, and on motion of Mr.,Gage, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of Uzziel Baggett; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr, Walker, referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of George Washington Sheek ; read second 
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time, and on motion of Mr. Ward, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

A bill to remove the Land office of the Milam Land District, 
from Burleson county to Cameron, in Milam county ; read second 
time, and passed to a third reading. 

A bill more particularly defining the boundaries of Van Zandt 
county; read first time, and on motion of Mr. Walker, the rule 
was suspended ; bill read second time and referred to the com- 
mittee on County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr, Latimer, joint resolution providing for the 
removal of certain Spanish documents from Nacogdoches county 
to the State Department, was taken up from the table and read. 

Mr. Latimer offered the following amendment: 

In 1st section, 5th line, strike outall after “ examination,” and 
insert the following : 

“ Provided that the removal of said documents shall not give 
them any other force or effect in law, than they now have; re- 
jected. 

The bill then passed by the following vote: 

‘Yeas : Messrs, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Kinney, Moffett, Parker, 
Phillips, Truit, Van Derlip, Walker and Wallace—11. 

Nays: Messrs. Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Portis, Robertson, Tay- 
lor and Ward —7. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate adjourned. 


a 


SATURDAY, 9 o'clock, 4, m. January 19th, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President—Senators 
present — Messrs. Brashear, Burlesan, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, Hart. Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, 
Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and 
Wallace. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The Journals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr, Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled bills, 
made the following report : 

The following House hills to be entitled an act for the relief 
of the heirs of Duncan MeIntvre, dee’d, 

An act to authorize the Surveyor of Smith county to record 
certain field notes therein mentioned. 
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An act to amend an act to create the county of Webb, approved 

Jan. 28th, 1848. 
~ An act to change the name of William Lipe Walradt to Wil- 
liam Walradt Dunlap. 

An act for the relief of Mary Henderson. 

An act supplementary to an act entitled an act supplementary 
to act to create the county of Smith, approved Feb. 26, 1548. 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate Baylor 
University, approved Feb. Ist, 1845. 

An act to amend the third, sixth, seventh and ninth sections of 
an act authorizing and requiring the County courts to regulate 
roads, appoint overseers, &c., approved March 15, 1849. 

Were examined by the Joint committee on Enrolled bills, who 
report the same correctly enrolled. 

Mr. Portis, chairman of the committee on Education, to whom 
was referred a bill to incorporate Chappell Hill College; reported 
the same back to the Senate and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred joint resolution for the relief of Joseph Brau- 
ham ; reported the same back to the Senate aud recommeuded 
its passage. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill to create the connty of Kinney ; re- 
ported the same back to the Senate without amendment, and re- 
commended its passage. 

Mr. Walker, from the committee on Private Land Claims, made 
the following report: 

The,committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
the Joint resolution of Araminta D. Allen, heir at law of Pres- 
ton P. Allen, have had said resolution under consideration, and 
find trom the facts, that the said Preston P. Allen was enrolled 
as a soldier in Capt. Harolds’ company, on the 26th day of May, 
1836, and was honorably discharged ; that he died without get- 
ting bis head-right claim, and that the said Araminta D. Alien 
is his heir, The committee, therefore, recommend the passage 
of the resolution. E 

Mr. Walker, chairman of the Select committee, to which was 
referred a bill legalizing and confirmng the marriage of William 
Pearson and Eliz: beth Ogle; reported the same back -to the 
Senate and recommended its passi we. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
made the following report : 

The committee on Engrossed bills. have examined the follow- 
ing bills, and find them correct y engrossed : 
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Joint resolution and memorial of the Legislature of the State 
of ‘lexas to the President and Congress of the United States, 
relative to the vast and enormous depredauions committed, and 
being comnutted upon the citizeus and property of those residing 
upon the border and frontier of Texas, and asking an increase of 
the military establishments in Texas, for the due pr tection of 
the lives, persous aud property of her ‘citizens. 

A bill te change the name of Richmond Hill to David Randon, 

A bill for the relief of Charles 'T. Stanley. 

An act to authorize Bartlett Simms to raise a location therein 
named, and to Iccate the same on any vacant land. 

An act for the relief of James R Pace. 

A bill for the relief of Frederick Scranton. 

Mr. Ward, from the committee on Enrolled bills, reported that 
a bill to incorporate the T'exas Monumental Committee, was pre- 
sented to the Governor for his approval, on the 18th inst. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was .eferred the petition of Thomas T. Bailey ; 
reported the same back to the Senate, without any action on it 
and asked to be discharged irom its further consideration. 

Mr. Robertson, from the same committee, to which was referred 
the petition of Thomas Hunt, agent of the heirs of Alexander 
Dunlap, reported the same back with the accompanying docu- 
meuts, and asked to be discharged from its further consideration, 

Mr, Rohertson from the same committee, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill for the reliefof the heirs of B. A. M. Thomas; re- 
ported the same back to the Senate, and recommonded its pas- 
Sage, 

‘Mr. Robertson, from the same committee, reported back to the 
Senate, a bill for the relief of George Washington Sheek, and 
recoismended 1t to their favorable consideration, 

Mr. Robertson, from the same committee. reported back fo the 
Senate a bill for the relief of A. Balleuille; and recommended it 
to the favorable consideration of the Senate. 

Mr. Robertson, from the same committee, reported back to the 
Senate, a bill for the relief of E. H. Grisham, and recommended 
its passage. 

Mr, Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled ‘bills, 
made the following report : 

The tollowing:bills having been signed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and President of the Senate, were pre- 
sented to the Governor of the State on the 18th inst.: 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Grand and Sub- 
ordinate Divisions of the Sons of Temperance. 
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An act supplementary to an act defining the office and duties 
of Constables, approved 12th May, A. D. 1846. 

An act for the relief of Samuel G, Norvell and John H, Carter. 

An act forthe relief of the heirs or legal representatives df 
William H. Malone, dec’d. 

Au act supplementary to an act regulating appea's to the Sý- 
preme court, in criminal cases, approved 13th May, A. D. 1848, 

An act to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to Incorpe- 
rate the Western Texian Orphan Asylum, approved Maich 16th, 
1848. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred joint resolution for the relief of Elizabeth 
Hart; reported the same back to the Senate, and recommended 
ils passage. 

Mr. Walker, from the committee on Publie Lands, to which 
was referred a bill supplementary to an act to secure to all actual 
settlers within the liunts of the colony granted to Peters and 
others, commouly known as Peters’ Colony, the land to which 
they are entitled as colonists ; reported the same back to the 
Senate with the following amendment, and recommend its adop- 
tion, and the passage of the bill : 

Amendment. 

«Sec. That in case of vacancy, from any cause, in the 
office of Commissioner, appoinied or created by virtue of the agt 
above recited, the Governor shall forthwith appoint another coms 
missioner to fil the vacancy. ` 

Mr. Cooke chairman of the committee on Claims and Acconnis, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was reter- 
red a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of General Memncean 
Hnnt, have had the same under consideration, and a majonty of 
said committee, instruct me to report, thai it app ars to the satis- 
faction of a majority of the committee, that there is dne to the 
said Hunt for advances made by him to the late Republic of 
Texas in 1836, and the interest thereon, the sum of $15,315 98 
cents; and there is due to him for his services as Minister at Wash- 
ington in 1837, principal and interest, the sum of nine huudréd 
and forty one dollars, no part of which has ever heen paid. 

A majority of the committee, after due consideration, haye 
further instructed me to reportan amendment to the bill, anthofi- 
zing the Treasurer to pay to the said Hunt, the nine hnodred atid 
forty one dollars due to him as Minister aforesaid, and that this 
amount be dedneted from the 16,257 86, contained in the bill. 

In addition to the wishes of the committee to do justice to the 
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claimant, I am instrneted to state, that the said Hunt only re- 
ceived four hundred dollars in par fuuds as Minister, and the 
residue in Treasury Notes, whilst most, or all the other Foreign 
Ministers received par funds, or its equivalent for their ontfit aud 
salatis, ‘lhe purtiality in behalf of the other Foreign Ministers, 

makes a difference, adding the interest up to this tine, of about 
twelve thousand dollars to the injury of the said Hunt. 

A majority of the Committee instruct me to recommend the 
passage of the bill, with the accompanying amendment. 

Amendment. 

“Src. 3. Be it further enacted, ‘Vhat the Treasurer be, and 
he is hereby authorized aud required to pay to the said Hunt, out 
of any monies in the Treasury, vot otherwise appropriated, nine 
huudred and forty one dollars of the above mentioned sum of 
sixteen thousand two hundred and filty seven dollars and eighty 
six cents, {16,257 86) it being part of his pay and interest there- 
upon, for his services as Minister at Washington, in the year 
1837, for which he has never received compensation.” 

Mr. Gage, Chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill to create the county of Wood; re- 
ported the same back to the Senate, withont amendments and re- 
commended its passage. 

Mr Grimes offered the following resolution : 

“Resolved by the Senate, that the Governor be requested to 
procure from some competent draughtsman. a plan of a fireproof 
building for a General Land Office and Treasnry Department, 
to be included in one building, it practicable, with an estimate of 
the probable cost of such building ; and that he submit such plan 
and estimate, when obtained, to the Senate.” 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule requiring resolutions to lay 
on the table ore day, was suspended, and resolution was adopted 
by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Gage, Grimes, McRae, 
Truit, Van Derlipand Walker—8. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Tay- 
lor and Wallace—7, 

A message was received’ from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills, which originated in the Senate, viz: 

A bil] to amend the first section of an act to create the connty 
of Anderson. approved March 24th, 1846 ; and 

A bill requiring the election of County Treasurers by the 

enple ; also, 

The following bills, which originated in the House, viz: 
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A bill authorizing Joseph H. Beck to be allowed certain oftes 
in cases therein named. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of R. W. Balentine, 
dec’d. ; 
Joint resolution to provide for the payment of translating the 
laws of the first and second sessions ot the Legislature, into “Gar 


man, and for printing the same; and, 
Joint resolution for the relief of Lieutenant Lansing, dec’d, 
Which were severally read first time, 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Resolution of the Senate offered on yesterday by Mr. Wallace, 
relative to the order in which business on the President’s table 
shall be disposed of ; was read and rejected, by the following 
vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Pease, Taylor, Ward 
and Wallace—7. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashéar, Cooke, Gage, McRae, Moffett, Pir- 
ker, Portis, Bobertson, Troit, Van Derlip and Walker—11. ; 

A bill concerning the duties of District Surveyors; read. :! 

Mr, Van Derlip offered the following amendment : : 

& Provided that no District Surveyor shall be Tiable to darga- 
ges or prosecution for a temporary absence in the discharge; of 
the duties of his office; and further provided, that no District 
Surveyor shall be required to appoint a deputy in any district 
where the business of his office is not sufficient to require such 
appointment ;” rejected, 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. i 

Mr. Parker, from the committee on ‘Engrossed bills ; ; reported 
a bill to create the county of Marion; and a bill to organize the 
county of Marion ; correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill supplementary to an act to organize 
the county of Upshur, approved Jan. 26, 1648; reported ~ 
same back to the Senate and recommended its passage. 

Mr. McRae presented the petition of Charles S. Manning 
read, and on mation of Mr. McRae, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims, 

A bill to incorporate the Mount Vernon Male and Femple 
Academies ; read third time and passed, by the following vote ¢ 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Robertson, Taylor, 
Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—18. ; 

Nays: Mr, Pease—1. i 
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A bill to incorporate the Brazos, San Bernard and Oyster 
Creek Canal and Navigation Company; read third time and 
passed, by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Grimes, Kinney, Lati- 
mer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Robertson, Truit, Van Der- 
lip, Ward, Walker and Wallace— 16. 

Nays: Messrs. Gage and Hart—2. ` 

A bill supplementary to an act to exempt buildings and grounds 
, designed and used for purposes of education or public worship, 

* froin taxation ; ; read third time and passed, by the following vote ; 
* Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage. Grimes, Lati- 
mer, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van 
Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—18, 

Nays: Mr. Hart—1. 

A bill to authorize Bartlett Simas to raise a location therein 
named, and to locate the same on any vacant land; read third 
time, and on motion of Mr. Pease, recommitted to the commiltee 
on Public Lands. 

A bill to create the county of Marion ; read third time. 

Mr. Parker moved to amend the same, by adding two addi- 
tional sections ; to be sectious 6 and 7; adopted, and bill passed. 

The following bills were severally read a third time and 
passed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Frederick Scranton. 

A bill to remove the Land office of the Milam Land District, 
from Burleson county, to Cameron, in Milam connty, 

A bill for the relief of Charles T. Stanley. 

A bill to change the name of Richmond Hill to David Ran- 
don. 

A bill to organize the county of Marion. 

A bill for the relief of James R. Pace. 

Joint resolution and memorial of the Legislature of the State 
of Texas, to the President and Congress of the United States, 
relative to the vast and enormous depredations committed and 
being committed npon the citizens and property of those residing 

upon the border and frontier of ‘Texas; and asking an increase 
of the military establishment in Texas, for the due protection of 
the lives, persons and property of her citizens, 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of William S. Tuten. 

Joint resolution for the relief of James S. Patterson. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of the State of 
Texas to exchange some of the public property in the city of 
Austin, for a certain lot and buildings adjoining the Land office ; 
read and passed to a third reading. 
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A bill authorizing the County court of Red River county to 
have the records in books A B & C of Probate records, now in 
the office of the Clerk of said county, transcribed ; read aud 
passed to a third reading. 

A bill changing the name of George North, to George Dotig- 
lass Bigelow ; read and passed to a third reading. 

A bill tò amend the L1th section of an act to regulate the pro- 
ceedings of the District courts, approved May 13th, 1846 ; read 
second time, aud on motion of Mr, Parker, referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives: of 
Willis A. Farris, dec’d.; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Ward, from the committee on Eurolled bills, reported a 
bill for the relief of Thomas Wm. Ward, correctly enrolled. + 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bil to locate permanently, the seati of 
justice of Cook county, reported the same back to the Senate and 
recommended its passage. 

Mr. Pease, from the Judiciary committee, made the following 
report: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act authorizing the Galveston City Company to 
change the plan of a certain block of lots in the city of Galves- 
ton, and authorizing the city and county authorities to use one 
of the public squares of said city, for city and county bnildings ; 
have considered the same, and perceive no objections to its pas- 
sage. A portion of the title of the bill seems to be unnecessary, 
Inasmuch as there is nothing in the bill to which it apy; lies; the 
part of the title referred to is all after the word “Galveston,” in 
the second line, and they recommend that all that part be stricken 
out, and that the bill be passed. 

Mr Pease, from the Judiciary committee, reported back to the 
Senate, a bill to incorporate the Galveston Lodge, No- 3, of the 
Independant Order of Odd Fellows, and recommended its pas- 
sage, 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the commi'tee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill more particularly defining the bound- 
aries of Henderson county ; reported the same back to the Senate, 
and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Gage, also, made the followtng report : a 


_ The committee on County Boundaries, to which was referred 
abill more particularly defining the boundaries of Van Zandt 
county; have had the same under consideration, and have in- 
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structed me to return the bill to the Senate, without amendment, 
and recommend its passage. 

The committee, also, instruct me to report, that from an ex- 
amination by the Draughtsman, in the General Land Office, it 
is believed the aforesaid county lacks a small fraction of contain- 
ing 900 square miles. 

Mr. Walker, from the committee on Private Land Claims, te 
which was referred a bill for the relief of Uzzeil Baggett, report- 
ed the same back to the Senate, and recomniended its passage. 

A bill for the relief of the legal represeutatives of Henry B. 
Williams, dec’d ; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Gage, 
referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, 

A bill for the relief of, William McMaster, late Sheriff of Bra- 
zoria county; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Parker, re- 
ferred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to declare John James Elliott the legitimate child Wil- 
lam Elliott and Polly Elliott, ot Rusk county ; read second time, 
and on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. 

A bill to organize the county of Ellis; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr. Davis, refeired to the committee on County 
Boundaries. 
| A bill for the reliefof Francis L. Merriwether and Peter P. Har- 
ding; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred 
to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Mason W. Cope; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on Public 
Lands. 

A bill to create the -office of State Translator; read second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Truit, referred to the committee on 
State Affairs, 

A bill to authorize Judges of the District courts to hold special 
terms of the District courts; read second time, and on motion of 
Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to provide for the apportionment of the old debt of Har- 
rison county, among the counties of Harrison, Upshur and Pa- 
nola; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred 
to the committee on County Boundaries, 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the Senate adjourned. 
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Mownpay, 9 o’clock, a. m. January 21st, 1850., 


The Senate was called to order by the President—-Senatars 
present: Messrs, Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Lati- 
mer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, ’ Portis, Robertson, Tayler, 
Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Waker aud Wallace. . 

The Journals of Saturday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whigh * 
was rcferred a bill to atnend-an act to provide for ascertainiyg 
the debt of the late Republic of Texas; reported the same baék, 
to the Senate aud recommended its passage. 

Mr. Grimes, from the same committee, reported back to the 
Senate, a bill to amend an act to regulate the public printing, 
approved March 8th, 1848, and recommended that it be laid en 
on the table. 

Mr. Grimes, also, made the following report: 

The committee on Finance, have examined a bill for the relief 
of John R. Baker, together with the vouchers. Itis iu evidence 
before them that corn was taken from certain fields, near the 
Mission of Refugio, in the year 1842, for the use of the troops 
then under the command of Gen. James Davis ; but no definite 
quantity is proved ; the evidence before your cominittee is in- 
sufficient to justify ‘them in recommending this claim as genuine 
and meritorious, Impressed with the necessity of strictly scr@- 
tinizing claims of this kind before they are allowed, and ou the 
other hand, unwilling to reject genuine claims, your committee 
recommend that the bill before them, lie on the table and await 
further evidence. 

Mr. Brashear, from the committee on Internal Improvements, 
to whom was referred a bill to incorporate the Houston and Bra- 
zos Plank Road Company ; reported a substitute therefor, and re- 
commended its adoption and passage. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill for the relief of Amos Mor- 
rell; reported the same back to the Senate, and recommended 
its passage. 

Mr. Robertson, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
a bill for the relief of Richard B. Jarman, reported the same back 
to the Senate, and recommended it to their favorable considera- 
tion. 

Mr. Robertson, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
the petition of James Nelson, reported the following bill for his 
relief, and recommended its passage : : 

A bill for the relief of James Nelson ; read first time. 

1I 
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Mr. Robertson, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
the petition of Leander Brown, returved the same to the Senate, 
Without any action, aud asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration. 


Mr. Robertson, also, made the following report: 


The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Henry B. Wil- 
liams, have had the same nuder consideration, and report that 
said Williams entered the service of the Republic of Texas on 
the first day of May, 1836, and served twelve months in the 
army, and received an honorable discharge, and remained in the 
country up to his death, which was in the latter part of 1840; 
that he obtained his head-right certificate from the board of Land 
commissioners, for one-third of a league of land, to which he was 
entitled by law, and that the travelling board of commissioners 
rejected his certificate; his representatives brought suit in the 
District court, within the time prescribed by the Constitution,and 
that he has not been able to kave his smt tried, for the reason, 
that few of his companions in arms are living, and those that are 
alive, reside at so great adistance from the county where the suit 
is pending, that they have been unable to procure their personal 
attendance at the court. The committee find the record proof | 
of his services and death, as also, his continued residence in the 
country, after his arrival up to his death ; from these facts, the 
committee feel no hesitancy in reporting the bill back to the 
Senate, and recommending its passage. 

Mr. Parker, from the committee on Private Land Claims, to 
which was referred a joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of 
Robert Earl, dec’d.; reported the same back to the Senate, with 
the following amendment, and recommended its adoption, and 
the passage of the resolution. 

Amendment. 

In second section, after the word “ office,” in third line, insert 
the words “and payment of government dues,” 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, re- 
ported the following bills back to the Senate, without amend- 
ments, and recommended their passage, viz: 

A bill to declare John James Elliott the legitimate child of 
William Elliott and Polly Elliott, of the count, of Rusk, 

A bill to amend an act to incorporate the city of Nacogdoches, 
approved March 16, 1848. 


A bill authorizing the Comptroller to issue duplicates of certain 
certificates, 
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Joint resolution relative to making the Port of Aransas, a port 
of entry, and to erect a hehthouse on Mustang island. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill to organize the county of Dlls ; and 
a bill defining the bonudares “of Kaufman county ; reported 
the same back to the Senate, without amendments, aud recom- 
mended their passage. 

Mr. Van Derlip made the following report: 

The cammittee of Conference, appointed by the Senate to meet 
a like committee on the part of the House, to whom was referred 
a bul to provide for holding an election for the permanent loca- 
tion of the seat of government of the State, have agreed to the 
amendment of the Scvate to said Lill , by sinking out of the bill 
the proviso of the secoud section. 

D. © VAN DERLIP, 
Chairman on the part of the Nenate. 
WM. FIELDS, 
Chairman on the part of the House. 

Mr. Ward, from the committee on Eurolled bills ; reported a 
bill to regulate ferries, correctly enrolled. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill to incorporate the fown of Tyler, in 
Smith county, reported the same back to the Senate, and recom- 
mended its passage. ` 

Mr. ‘Taylor presented the memorial of the citizens of Harrison 
county, praying for acharter for a rail road. 

On motion of Mr. Tavlor, referred to a Joint Select committee. 

Messrs. Taylor, Truit and Ward were appointed said commit- 
tee, on the part of the Senate. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to provide for the liquidation of the public debt of the 
late Repnblic of Texas; read. 

Mr. Wallace moved to make it the special order of the day for 
Wednesday, the 23d inst. 

Upon which, the yeas and nays were called and stood as fol- 
lows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Gage, Moffett, Pease, Ward, 
Walker and Wallace—8. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, Parker, 
Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit and Van Darlip—11 ; lost. 


On motion of Mr. Gage, it was made the special order of the 
day for to-morrow. 
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The following bills were severally read a third time and 
passed, viz: 

A bill authorizing the County court of Red River county, to 
tha have records in books A B & C, of Probate records, now 10 
the office of the Clerk of said county, transcribed. 

A bill changing the name of George North, to George Douglass 
Bigelow ; and, 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of the State of 
Texas, to exchange some of the public property in the city of 
Austin, for a certain lot and buildings adjoining the Land Office. 

A bill to authorize the withdrawal from the General Land Of- 
fice of deeds issued on paper of the second seal; read, and on 
motion of Mr. Gage, laid on the table. 

A bill to provide for the distribution of the Reports of the De- 
cisions of the Supreme court ; read, and on motion of Mr. Pease, 
laid on the table, until to-morrow. 

A bill authorizing Joseph H. Beck to plead and be allowed cer- 
tain offsets. in cases therein named ; read second time, and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Latimer, referred to the committee on Finance, 

Joint resolution to provide for the payment of translating the 
laws of the first and second sessions of the Legislature, into Ger- 
man, and for privting the same ; read second time, and on motion 
of Mr. McRae, referred to the committee on Finance. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of R. W. Balentine, 
dec’d.; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Grimes, referred 
to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Lieutenant Lansing, dec’d.; 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Van Derlip, referred to 
the commiltee on Claims and Accounts. 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Lodge, No. 3, of the Inde- 
pendent order of Odd Fellows; read and oidered to be engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate Chapel! Hill College ; read and on motion 
of Mr. Grimes, laid on the table. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Joseph Branham; read and 
passed to a third reading. 

A bill to create the county of Kinney; read and passed to a 
third reading. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Araminta D. Allen, beir at 
law of Preston P. Allen, lately a soldier in the army of Texas; 
read and passed to a third reading. 

A bill legalizing and confirming the marriage of William Pear- 
son and Blizabeth Ogle; read and passed to a third reading. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, on the 
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petition of Thomas T. Bailey, asking to be discharged fram its 
further consideration, was read and adopted. 

‘The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, on the 
petition of Thomas Hunt, agent of the heirs of Alexander Dun- 
lap, asking to be discharged from its further consideration, was 
read and adopted. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of B. A. M. Thomas, dec’d.; 
read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of George Washington Sheek; read and 
passed to a third reading. 

A bill supplementary to an act to secure to all actual settlers, 
within the limits of the colony grant of Peters and others,common- 
ly known as Peters’ Colony, the lands to which they are entitled 
as colonists ; read, and on motion of Mr. Walker, laid on the 
table. j 

A bill to create the county of Wood; read, and passed toa 
third reading. 

Mr. Burleson offered the following preamble and resolution : 
“© Whereas, a communication appears in the ‘South-Western 
~ American,’ of the date of January 19th; wherein the Senate 

is charged by the writer of said communication, with treason, 

and an attempt to seli the State; and whereas, 15 numbers 
of said paper have been laid upon the table of each Senator, 

Therefore, resolved, That the Sergeant-at-arms be instructed 
to return said papers to the office of the ‘South-Western Ameri- 
can,’ together with a copy of this resolution.” 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the rule requiring resolutions to 
lay on the table one day, was suspended. 

Mr. Pease moved to indefinitely postpone the resolution ; upon 
which the yeas and nays were called and stond as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Hart, Latimer, Pease and Ward. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kin- 
ney, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Der- 
lip, Walker and Wallace—15; lost. 

The resolution was then adopted, by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Kinney, 
Moffett, Portis, Robertson, Truit, Yan Derlip, Walker and Wal- 
lace—12. 

Nays: Messrs. Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Parker, Pease, 
Taylor and Ward—8. 

A bill more particularly defining the boundaries of Van Zandt 
county; read and passed to a third-reading. 

Mr. Kinney introduced a joint resolution providing for the 
more efficient and certain protection of the exposed borders and 
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frontier portions of Texas, against the continued hostility and 
depredations of the Tudians ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Gines, a bill to incorporate Chappel Iili 
College, was taken up from the table aud read. 

Ou motion of Mr. Grimes, the bill was amended by striking out 
the 15th and 16th sections ; the bill was then ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

A message was received from the Governor, presenting the 
following communication : 

Execurive Department, Jan. 18th, 1850. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I deem it my duty to convey to the honorable Legislature in 
session, all intelligence of a useful character, in possession of the 
Executive Department, especially touching our fudian relanons, 
as directly connected with our frontier inhabitants and their se- 
curity. ‘There is no subject more intriusically important, and 
none more calculated to elicit from the Representatives of the 
people, prompt, practical and judicious action. 

The appeal which 1s made to the State Government, throngh 
the medium of the petition which | have the honor herewith to 
transmit, though conveyed in plain and unostentatious terins, 
carries with it all the force and conviction of truth, which claim 
at once attention and respect. It is the appeal of the “imen of - 
the conntry,” “the bone and sinew,” who contributed every 
thing for the political salvation of Texas in her travails for na- 
tional existence, and who are now seeking to resuscitate them- 
selves and their shattered fortunes, by the bard earnings of honest 
industry, on the outskirts of the country. Many of them are 
the pioneers of the freedom of which we aie, at this moment the 
beneficiaries, They look, and properly too. in their present em- 
barrassments and trouble, to the government of their State for 
the aid and support which is necessary, and which has been with- 
held by the government of the Union, They expect you to af- 
ford that aid—their situation requires it, and they bave aright to 
demand it, They have made no demand, but in a modest and 
respectful manner, their exposed condition is briefly set forth, 
and they solicit in the kindest manner, through the Executive, 
reasonable and proper relief, 

This petition, it 1s conceived, is eminently irpportant, as it 
furnishes one instance only In along series of similar depreda- 
tions constantly committed along onr line of flontier. It is but the 
shadow of approaching events, darker and more varied m their 
character, and in my humble judement, strikingly admonitory to 
those entrusted with the responsibilities of the government, that 
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suitable preparations should be opportunely made, to meet the 
exigencies which past occurrences poiut out too clearly as most 
likety to arise, 

It will afford great relief and pleasure to the Executive, if the 
honorable Legislature will indicate in what manner, and by what 
means, the absolute wauts of these exposed frontier citizens shall 
be met, Calls for aid, similar to the one now transmitted, are 
before the Fixecutive Department from different portions of the 
frontier, The power conferred by the 4th section of the oth ar- 
ticle of the Constitution, “to call forth the militia of the State to 
suppress insurrection, and to repel invasion,” 1s too general and 
indefinite for existing circumstauces ; aud some legislative enact- 
ment, under this provision, adeqnate to the actual wants of the 
State, would seem to be required. 

I, therefore, respectfully recommend to the Legislature the 
passage of a law authorizing the Executive, when it may be 
deemed absolutely expedient, to call ito service a competent 
force, aud defining more definitely his duties and powers. 

P. H. BELL, 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the communication and accompany- 
ing documents, were referred to the committee on Indian Affairs, 
aud that the like committee of the House be requested to act in 
conjuction with them. 

A bill more particularly defining the boundaries of Henderson 
couuty: read and passed to a third reading. 

A bill authorizing the Galveston City” Company to change 
the plan of a certain block of lots in the city of Galveston, and 
author zing the city and county authorities to use oue of the pub- 
lic squares of said city, for city and county buildings, together 
with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, offering an 
amendment; was read, amendment adopted, aud bill passed to a 
third reading, 

A bill to locate permanently the seat ot justice of Cooke coun- 
ty ; read. 

Mr. Walker offered the following amendment : 

“, Be it further enacted, That Cooke county shall compose a 
part of the eighth Judicial district.” 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the bill and amendment was laid 
on the table. 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act to organize the 
county of Upshur, approved January 26, 1818 ; read and passed 
toa third reading. 

A bill for the relief of E. H. Grisham; read and passed to a 
third reading. 
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A bill for the relief of Uzziel Baggett; read and passed to a 
third reading. 

A bill for the relief of A. Ralleuill; read and rassed to a third 
reading. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Elizabeth Hart; read and pass- 
ed to a third reading. 

A lill for the relief of Gen. Memucan Hunt, together with the 
report of the committee on Claims and Accounts, offering an 
amendment thereto; was read, and on motion of Mr. Walker, 
laid on the table, and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill for the relief of B. C. Jobn- 
son, assignee of John F. Stacy ; reported the same back to the 
Senate and recommended it to their favorable consideration. 

Mr. Ward, from the committee on Enrolled bills, reported as 
correctly enrolled. a bill to secure to the German Emigration 
Company and their colonists, the lands to which they are entitled, 
and to adjust the liabilities of said Company. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned. 


Tuespay, 9 o’clock a. m. Jan. 22d, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President—Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, 
Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and 
Wallace. 

The Journals of yesterday were read and ador ted. 

Mr. Grimes, from the committeeon Public Lands, to which was 
referred the memorial of Augustus Bess, administrator of the es- 
tate of Charles Murcha:d ; reported the following bill: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Charles Murchard, dec’d,; 
read first time. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a joint resolution authorizing the payment of the 
unexpended balance of the appropriation made by the joint reso- 
lution for the relief of the Texian prisoners in Mexico; reported 
the same back to the Senate, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Grimes, from the committee on Public Lands, to whom 
was referred joint resolution for the relief of Berry W. Perkins ; 
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reported the same back to the Senate, and recommended its pass- 
age. 

“Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries, made the following report : 

The committee to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an 
act to anthorize John J. Gruinbles aud Lyman Tarbox, to estab- 
lish a ferry on the Colorado river, have duly considered the same, 
and trom the evidence adduced before the committee, it appears 
that the bill proposes to establish a ferry in the immediate vicini- 
ty of the regular licensed ferry, belonging to the corporation of 
the city of Austin; which said ferry has been licensed to a Mr. 
Lem. Taylor, until Nov. 185U, by the said corporation. The 
committee also find a remonstrance, signed by seventy five citi- 
zeus of the county, remonstrating against the action of the Legis- 
lature, in the premises. Therefore, have instructed me to report 
the bill back to the Senate, and recommend it to be laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred a joint resolution, making provisions for sur- 
veving a certain quantity of University land; reported the same 
back for the action of the Senate. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following report : 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a joint 
resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our Represent- 
atives in the Congress of the United States, to demand and re- 
ceive an equivalent of the United States, for the Texian territory 
north of 36 degrees 30 minutes, and if they fail therein, then to 
demand: of the United States the immediate suppression of their 
military government, within the territory of Texas,-and to de- 
mand and receive from the United States payment for the navy, 
magazines, arms, armaments and munitions of war, transferred to 
the United States, under the terms of annexation by Texas, and 
for which she has never received any equivalent from the United 
States ; have considered the same, and have instructed me to re- 
port the resolutions back to the Senate, and recommend that they 
be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred a bill to legalize certain headright certificates, 
issued by the County court of Refugio county ; anda bill for the 
relief of Mason W. Cope; reported the same baek to the Senate, 
aud recommended their passage. 

Mr. Latimer, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
the petition of John E. Linn ; reported 
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A bill for the relief of John E. Linn; read first time. 

Mr. Walker, from the committee on Public Lauds, made the 
following report : 

The committee on Pubie Laud Claims, to whom was referred 

a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Martha McBride and 
Margaret: Garrett. have had the same under consideration, and 
find from the evidence, that the said Martha Mc Bride was a resi- 
dent citizen of Texas at the date of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, and has so continued up to the present time ; that she was 
the head of a family on the 2d day of March, 1836 ; that she has 
never received the quantum of land to which she is enutled, and 
the committee are clearly of the opinion that the act aloresaid, 
should be passed for her rehef; and the committee are also of 
the opinion that the said Margaret Garrett, formerly Margaret 
Jones, is eqnally entitled to the relief asked for in said bill, the 
two cases being similar, they therefe@re report the bill back, with- 
out amendment, and recommend its passage. 

Mr, Cooke, from the committee on Public Lands, made the fol- 
lowing report: Your committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
referred a bill to be entitied an act to authorize the Commissioner 
of the Gener | Land (fice to issue piten s on certificates issued 
by the board of Land Commissioners of Robertson county, uuder 
certain restiictions, have had the same under consideration. and 
Instiuct me to report: that the “certain restrictions * alluded to 
in the bili, is to legalize a clerical error committed by the Clerk 
of the board of Land Commissioners of Robertson county, which 
appears upon the certified transcript or copy of the records of said 
board of Land Commissioners now on Hle in the-General Land 
Otee, and that clevieal error alone prevents the Commissioner of 
the General Land Otice hom issuing patents to applicants. The 
bill only proposes to do an act of justice to a meritoriont set of 
frontier citizens, Who have tine after time taken up arms in dce- 
fenee of the very lands upon which these certificates are located, 
and have guarded it with that vigilence and heroic courage which 
characterize a Tesian. These land certificates were the only re- 
ward they ever expected for the many arduous duties they have 
performed in the defence of the country. They were entitled to 
these certificates by virtue of their Emigration to the country, 
and their right to this reward, as asked for in the bill, your 
committee would respectfully urge as one which seems to them 
to be founded ou principles of justice and equity, and vour com- 
mittee, therefore, recommend to the favorable consideration of 
the Senate, the substitute as adopted by the House of Represent- 
alives, 
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Mr. Robertson. chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims; reported the following bills back to the Senare, without 
amendments, and recommended their passage, viz : 

A bill for the relief of Francis L. Merriwether and Peter P. 
Harding. 

A bill for the relief of William Arnold, dec’d.: and 

Joiut Resolution for the relief of the heirs of R. W. Balentine, 
decid. 

Mr. Robertson, from the same committee. to whom was refer- 
red a bill for the relief of Wilham M. Williams: reported a sub- 
stitute for the same, and recominended it to the favorable consid- 
eration of the Senate. 

Mr. Robertson, from the same committee, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of R. J. Rivers, agent of Jobn L. Dabney ; 
reported 7 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and Iegal representatives of 
John L. Dabney; read first time. 

Mr. Robertson. chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following report: 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred the pre- 
amble and jotut resolutions, Instructing our representatives 1n 
the Congr ss of the United States to demand of the United States 
proteciton to the State from domestic violence, and the rme- 
diate acknowledgment of the western Loundary of the State of 
Texas, as defived by the laws of the State. and guaranticd by 
the resolutions of annexation: have duly considered the same, 
and have instructed me to report them tack to the Senate. with- 
out any action on their part. and ask that they be referred to the 
Special committee appointed by the Senate to report a remon- 
strance against the course of the United States, in regard to our 
boundary. 

Mr. McRae made the following report: 


The committee ou Printing, who was authorized to contract 
for the ptiuting of one thousand copies of the report of the Audi- 
tor and Comptroller: beg leave to report that they have contract- 
ed with the Austr Gazette. for the price of forty dollars, fer the 
whole number to be farnished in pamphlet form, 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
made the following report: 

The comnuttee ou Enerossed bills. have examined the follow- 
ing bills and jomit resolutions, and find them correctly engrossed: 

A Intl to be entitled an act supplementary to an act, defining 
the office and duties of Sheriffs, passed May 12th, 1846. 
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A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to establish a Peni- 
tentiary, passed March 13th, 1848. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Nancy Anderson. 

A bill authorizing and requiring the Auditor of Public Ac- 
counts, to audit the claim of Elizabeth Ryals, against the late 
Republic of Texas, for the sum of one thousand aud twenty-three 
dollars, for spoilations committed by the Mexicans in 1841. 

A bill to enforce and carry out the judgments and decrees of 
the courts of the State, and to provide for the issuance of certifi- 
cates and patents, in certain cases. 

An act for the relief of David Lane, and the heirs of Henry L. 
Lane, dec’d. 

An act making an appropriation to pay for the printing the laws 
and constitution in the German lauguage. 

A bill supplementary to an act to organize County courts, pass- 
ed March 16th, 1848. 

An act providing for the trial of causes in the Supreme court, 
in which the said court or any two of its members may be dis- 
qualified to act, and in which there may be an equal divsion of 
opinion of said Judges. 

An act for the relief of Levin S. Sargent, 

Mr. Robinson made the following report: 

Hon. President of the Senate : 

The Select Joint committee, to whom was referred the joint 
resolutions on the subject of slavery, have duly considered the 
same, and have unanimously agreed to report the resolution back 
with an amendment, and recommend its unanimons adoption. 

J. B. ROBERTSON, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 
J. M. CLOUGH, 
Chairman on the part of the House. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr, Walker, a bill supplementary to an act to 
secure to all actual settlers within the limits of the colony grant- 
ed to Peters and others, commonly known as Petors’ colony, the 
lands to which they are entitled as colonists; was taken up and 
read, together with the report of the committee on Public Lands, 
offering an amendment. Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following proviso to the first section: 

« Provided all certificates issued under the provisions of this 
act, shall be located within the limits of said colony. Adopted, 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, 
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A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed a bill to incorpo- 
rate the Bexar Manufacturing Company, which originated in the 
Senate. Also, the following bills and joint resolutions origina- 
ting in the Honse, viz: 

A bill supplementary to an act to amend an act supplementary 
to an act to create and organize the county of Panola. 

A bill supplementary to an act to create the county of Ellis. 

A bill to create the county of Falls.- 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act to apportion the 
Senators and Representatives of the Legislature, among the seve- 
ral counties of this State, according to the requirements of the 
constitution, approved January , 1850. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Charles Morgan and Robert 
Rose. 

Joint resolution for the relief of J. F. Brown and Lyman Tar- 
box. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Zebulon M. Porter. 

Joint resolution making an appropriation for the per diem pay 
of the members and officers of the present Legislature. 

Were severally read first time. 

A bill to provide for the liquidation of the public debt of the 
late Republic of Texas; read by sections. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the first section was amended by 
inserting “legal” before “holder,” in the first line. 

Mr. Parker moved to amend the first section, by striking out 
“twenty ” and inserting “ fifty,” in the fifth line. 

Ou motion of Mr. Brashear, a division of the question was had. 

The yeas and nays were called on striking out “twenty,” and 
were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, 
Portis, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace 
—18 


Nays: Mr. Robertson—1. 

Motion to strike out carried. 

Mr. Brashear moved to amend that part of Mr. Parker’s mo- 
tion, that proposed to insert “fifty,” by substituting “ seventy- 
- five” for fifty.” 

Which motion was decided by the President to be out of order. 

From which decision, Mr. Robertson appealed. While the 
appeal was pending, 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the Senate adjourned until half past 
2 o'clock, P. M. 
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HALF PAST 2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Senate met—roll called, and quorum present. 


The question before the Senate, was upon the appeal from the 
decision of the Presiteut, which was taken, and the decision of 
the President sustained. 
~- The question then recurred on inserting “ fifty,” upon which 
the yeas and nays were called, and were as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson. Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Parker, 
Trait, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace— 11. l 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Phillips, 
Robertson and Taylor— 7. 

So the blank was filled with “ fifty.” 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend first section, by striking out in 
the second line, “as andited,” and inserting “that have been 
audited and reported to the Legislature.” Adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 2d section, by inserting after 
“claims,” in the Sth line, “exceeding the minimum and,” and 
by striking “ respective,” in same line and inserting out “ maxi- 
mum.” Adopted. 

Mr. Van Derlip offered the following amendment to section 
second : 

In second line, strike out “ forty,” and insert “one hundred 
and sixty.” Also, same amendment in last line. 

Mr. Robertson, moved to amend the amendment, by inserting 
“three hundred and twenty.” 

Upon which, the yeas and nays were called, and stood as fol- 
Jows: a 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Kinney, 
Pease, Phillips, Robertson, Taylor, Van Derlip and Ward—11. 

Nays: Messrs. Gage, Grimes, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, Portis, 
Truit, Walker and Wallace—9. Adopted. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following amendment to third sec- 
tion: 


In third line, strike out “six” and insert “three;” in fourth 
line, strike out “six,” and insert “three.” Rejected. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend by striking out the words “Gen- 
eral ofthe” wherever they occur, and inserting “ of the Gene- 
ral.” Adopted. 

Mr. Van Derlip offered the following amendment to the second 
section : 

Strike out in the fourth line, the words “ where the parties’ 
claim shall amount to that number of acres.” Adopted. 
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Mr. Wallace moved to amend the second section, by striking 
out all after “given,” in the eigth line. Adopted. 

Mr. Van Derlip meved to amend the third section, by striking 
oul “scrip,” and tuserting “ certificate.” 

Mr. Vau Derlip offered the followiug amendment to the fourth 
section : 

Add to the fourth section the words “and that said certificates 
may be transferred by endorsement and delivery, at any time be- 
fore the same have been located and surveyed.” Adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the fourth section, by inserting 
after the word “surveyed,” in first line, the words “in a square. 
forn, or as nearly so as practicable, except surveys fronting on 
navigable water courses,” 

Mr. Robertson offered the following as a substitute for Mr. 
Wallace’s amendment : 

“ Provided, that no one owner of certificates for land, issued 
under the provisions of this act, shall be allowed to locate such 
certificates in larger tracts than one league in any one place, but 
after locating that amount in any one place, shall not locate any 
more within three miles of either line of said survey of one 
league.” Rejected. 

The question then recurred on the amendment offered by Mr. 
Wallace, which was rejected. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend same section, by inserting after 
“located,” the words “ in alternate sections or half sections.” 

Upon which the yeas and nays were as follows : 

Yeas: Mr. Wallace—1. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, 
Moff-tt. Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Trut, Van Derlip, Ward 
and Walker —15. Rejected. 

Mr. Brashear offered the following amendment to the first sec- 
tion : 

* And that said certificate shall only be subject to location on 
that portion of the public domain of Texas, situted west of the 
one hundredth degree of longitude, as exhibited on DeCordova’s 
map of the State of Texas.” Rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Latimer, McRae, 
Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward 
Walker and Wallace—15. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Hart and Robertson 
—5. 

Mr. Hart offered the following resolution : 
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_ Resolved by the Senate, That, the House of Representatives 
concurring, the two Houses of the Legislature will adjoura sine 
die, Feb. 5th, 1850.” 

Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, to whom was referred a bill to establish the Rio Grande 
Railway and Turnpike Company; reported a substitute for the 
bill, aud recommended its adoption and passage. 

Mr. Pease from the same committee made the following report: 

ComMITTEE Room, Jan. 19th, 1850. 
To the Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Internal Impiovements, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled an act granting a charter to the Gal- 
veston and Brazos Navigation Company, have had the same un- 
der consideration, and believe that the following amendments 
should be made: 

Ist. In the 2d section, add to the end thereof, the following 
words : 

« Provided, that no subscription for stock shall be valid, nor 
shall the same be received, unless the subscriber shall pay to said 
commissioners five per cent. on the amount of each share at the 
time of subscribing.” 

2d. In the 7th section, 15th line, after the word “county,” in- 
sert the words, “ and by written notice delivered to such owners 
or claimants as are residents of the county.” 

In the same section, 17th line, after the word “ the,” strike out 
the balance of the section, and insert the following: 

_* The Chief Justice shall, with the assistance of the Clerk of 
the County court, draw from the jury boxes of said county, the 
names of six disinterested freelolders of and residents in said 
county, and said Chief Justice shall issue a subpeena, directed to 
the Sheriff, or other lawful officer, commanding him to summon 
said jurors to appear before him at his office on a day to be named 
in such subpæna, on the day named for the meeting of said jury, 
if the whole number do not attend, the Chief Justice shall in like 
manner draw other jurors to supply the place of those who fail 
to attend, who shall be subpeened to attend forthwith, and when 
a jury of six shall be made up, the Chief Justice shall administer 
to them an oath or affirmation, well and truly to enquire, and a 
true appraisement make of the cash valtie of the land or lands 
sought to be condemned by said corporation, under the provisions 
of this act, and the damages which the owners or claimants may 
sustain in consequence of said canal. The said jury, or any 
member thereof, shall have power to examine on oath or afirma 
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tion, to þe administered by.any of said jurors, all such witnesses 
as may be brought before-them by any party interested, and may 
continue their session from day to day, not exceeding three days, 

A majority of said jury shall agree to the appraisement, which 
shall be in writing, and signed by those who agree ta it, and shall 
contain 4. particular description of the land or lands appraised ;, 
said appraisement shall be returned to and recorded in the office 
of the Gterk of the County court, in which the land is situated. 

Upon payment of the amount. of such appraisemenț, to the owner 
of the land appraiged, or to the County ‘Treasurer of the county 
in which the land is situated, for the use of the owner or claim- 
ant, said band shall be considered as condemned and appropriated 
to the nse and. benefit of said, corparation, for the purposes con- 


templated by this act. Should the majority of the jury not be. 


able to agreg on an, appraisement, other juries shall be drawu and 
“ subpæned and proceed. in like manner, as the original jury, until 
an appraisement 1s.made, The said jury shall each be. allowed 
ave dollar and fifty cents per day for their services, and they, 
shall assess a reasonable amount for the costs of the proceedings 
directed by this section, including their own pay, which shall-be 


` paid by said Corporation to. the Chief Justice, for the nse of the. 


parties for whom it is assessed. > 

In the Sth section, add to the end thereof, the following wards: 

“Provided, that the Legislature shal] have power to alter and 
change said tolls, if they do nof reduce them in the aggregate be- 
low ten per cent. peranynm on the capital stock of said CONDE 
ny, invested in said:canal.” - : 

For the 9th’section, adopt the following snbstitute: 

. “That the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Galveston, shall 
be, and. they are hereby. authorized to subscribe tq the capital 
stock of said Company, for said city, to an amount not to exceed 
twenty thousand dollars, and to issue bands bearing interest, or 
otherwise, to pledge the faith of said city to pay.for the same; 
and the Chief Justice and County Commissioners.of the several. 
caunties on the waters of the-bays and streams inthis act named, 
shall he, and they are hereby authorized to subscribe to the capi- 
tal stuck of said Company for their respective counties, to an 
amount not to exceed twentysthonsand dollars; and to issue 
bonds bearing interest, or pledge the faith of* their respective 
counties to pay the same; provided that the Chief Justice and 
County Commissioners of neither’of said counties, shall make 
sueh stthscription, uniess.two-thirds of the qualified electors of 
said county, at an election to be held for that purpose, shall vote. 
in favor of such subseription being made. And the Chief Jus- 

KK 
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tice of any of said counties may order such election to be held, 
and shall give notice of the time and object of such election, by 
causing notices thereof to be posted up in each precinct of the 
county, at least thirty days previons to such election being 
held, and said election shall be conducted in the manner regula- 
ting county elections, so far'as the same may be applicable ; and 
provided, also, that the said Mayor and Aldermen of the City of 
Galveston, shall not make such subscription, unless two-thirds of 
of the electors of said city, qualified to vote for city officers, at 
an election to be held for that purpose, shall võte in favor of such 
subscription being made; and the Mayor of said city of Galves- 
ton, may order sach election to be held, and shall givesnotice of 
the time and object of such election, by causing notices thereof 
to be published in at least two newspapers, printed in said city, 
for the period of twenty days previous to such election being 
held, and said election shall be conducted in the manner regu- 
lating city elections in said city, so far as the same may be appli- 
cable. And further, provided, that when any such subscription 
shall be made, and bonds therefor be issued by the Mayor and 
Aldermen of said city of Galveston, or by the Chief Justice and 
County Commissioners of any of said counties, it shall be their 
duty, respectively, to provide for the faithful and punctual pay- 
ment of the interest, that may from time become due on the 
same, and for the payment of the principal thereof, by levying 
and collecting a tax on the real and personal property in the 
city or county for which such subscription shall be made, and 
bonds issued ; which tax shall not be less than ten cents, nor 
more than fifty `cents on each and every one hundred dollars of 
taxable property in such city or county, and shall be assessed and 
collected and paid into the treasury of the city or county by 
which it is levied, in the same manner the city and county tax 
ot such city or county is assessed and collected, which tax shall 
be continued from year to year, until the whole amount of the 
principal and interest due on said bonds, shall have been fully 
paid and discharged ; and when collected, and after deducting 
therefrom the expenses of assessing and collecting, shall first be 
applied to the payment of the interest due on such bonds, and 
the remainder shall be applied to the payment of the principal 
due on said bonds.” ~ 

Insert the following as the 10th section : 

“Sec. 10. That the stockholders of the Galveston City Compa- 
ny, in their corporate capacity, shall be, and they are hereby au- 
thorized to subscribe to the capital stock of said Company, to an 
amount not exceeding twenty thousand dollars, and to issue 
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bonds bearing interest, and pledge the faith of said Company, and 
mortgage or hypothecate any property, real or personal, belong- 
ing to said Company, to secure the payment of the same.” 

Sec. 11. That all dividends on the capital stock of said Navi- 
gation Company, that may accrue to said city of Galveston, or 
to elther of said counties, or to said Galveston City Company, 
shall be appropriated to the payment of the principal and interest 
of any bonds that may be owing them, respectively, that may 
have been executed under the provisions of this act, until the 
whole of said pricipal and interest shall have been paid and 
discharged, and the said Navigation Company, is hereby author- 
ized to pay the same accordingly. 

Make the original 10th secticn, the 12th section. 

Insert the following as the 13th section : 

« The said Navigation Company shall be authorized to go into ` 
operation as soon as five thousand dollars of the capital stock 
shall have been actually paid in.” 

Make the original 12th section, the 14th section. 

Insert the following as the 15th section. 

«That unless the said Navigation Company shall commence 
operation within two years, and shall complete a navigable canal 
from San Luis, or west Galveston bay, to the waters of the 
Brazos river, within six years from and after the passage of this 
act, this act and the powers hereby granted, shall cease and be 
determined.” 

Add to the end of the 4th section, the following: 

“ And the said directors shall have power to declare any stock 
of said Company, forfeited to said Company, if any subscriber 
shall fail or refuse to pay any instalment of his capital stock, 
within ninety days after he shall have been served with a cita- 
tion or printed notice of the time and place at which such pay- 
ment is required to be made, and all stock so forfeited, shall be 
disposed of by said directors, for the use and benefit of said 
Company.” 

With the foregoing amendments, the committee have directed 
me to recommend the passage of the bill. 

E. M. PEASE, Chairman. 

Mr. Parker, from the Committee on Eugrossed bills, reported 
a bill concerning the duties of District Surveyors, correctly en- 
grossed. 

Mr. Taylor made the following report: 

The Joint Select committee to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of the citizens of Harrison county, asking a charter for rail 
road purposes, from Marshall, T'exas, to some point on Red 
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instructed me to report that they deem it inexpedient to make the 
proposed change, for the reason assigned in the petition. 

The revision of the jury-box at the first term of the County 
court, in each year, need not necessarily delay the drawing of 
the jury as required in the 4th section of the act of 1846, regula- 
ting juries. ‘There is nothing in the opinion of your committee, 
to prevent the Clerks and a Justice of the Peace, to make out the 
veniri, thirty days previous to the meeting of the Distiict court, 
as required by the act. Changes as proposed, always produce 
more or less inconvenience, and increase expense. They, there- 
fore, recommend that the petition be laid on.the table. 

Mr. Phillips, also made the following report: 

Commitres Room, Jan. 23d, 1850. 

Hon, Joan A. Greer, 

President of the Senate: 

The Judiciary committee have attentively considered the bill 
proposing to empower the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issne patents to the assigcees of administrators, As the 
law now is, if the assignee claims under a valid sale, and records 
his deed in the county where the lands lie, he is entirely secure, 
thongh the patent issue in the name of the heir. By relation, it 
enures to the benefit of the previous purchaser. ‘These sales, 
however, are often attacked in our courts and set aside for ille- 
gality. They involve qnestions of law. so perplexing and intri- 
cate at times, that even our Judges differ in opinion as to their 
validity. ` 

The Commissioner is elected to fil] his office without reference 
to his qualifications as a lawyer or a judge, and it would be ex- 
pecting too much from that officer, that he should be prepared 
on presentation of asimple transfer deed, withont any opportuni- 
ty of examining the records of the Probate court, to pass advi- 
sedly on the validity or invalidity of such assignment. 

In addition to this, the patent in the hands of the assignee of 
such sale, though utterly invalid, might induce a purchaser to 
buy for a valuable consideration, when in fact, if guided by the 
present law, his attention were directed by the patent, and trans- 
fer, to the appropriate records, in the investigation ef his utle, he 
would secure himself from imposition. Jt is believed too, that 
the interest of minor heirs will be more effectnally secured by 
the present law, than they possibly could be under the proposed 
change. That patents now issue to the assignees of certificates 
under a previous special law, authorizing such practice, is not 
deemed an argument in favor of this bill; at the time-that law 
was passed, certificates composed almost the only circulating 
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medium of the country, and land was comparatively valueless, 
The propriety of the law even under the circumstances named, 
was always considered by reflecting men as doubtful, and it isa 
well kuown fact, that great frauds have been committed under 
color of its authority. 

The condition of the country has now materially changed; 
real estate is enhanced in value, and is about the only legacy 
that most of our citizens can leave to their children. It becomes 
our duty, then, to legislate with extreme caution on the subject, 
and especially,.when no actual advantage can accrue to any one 
from our action, but serious injuries may enure to those who are 
peculiarly entitled to our protection. 

Your committee therefore, recommend that the bill be laid on 
the table. ; 

Mr. Phillips, also, made the following report : 

COMMITTEE Room, Jan. 23d, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to amend an act to regulate the license and practice of attornies, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
to report, that the Senate, in their opinion, have already taken 
action on a bill containing the same subject matter, during the 
present session, ‘That bill having been rejected by the Senate, 
they deem it improper to entertain the bill coming from the 
Honse. They therefore, recommend that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. Phillips, also, nade the following report: 

CommitTTFE Room, Jan. 23d, 1850. 

Hon: Jonn A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The committee on the Judiciary, have had under considera- 
tion a bill to authorize Judges of the District courts to hold spe- 
cial terms, and have instructed me to report, that they deem it 
inexpedient. inasmuch as the proposed plan was full tested under 
the Republic of Texas, and it was found to be a heavy tax on 
the community, by calling them from theit avocations, at irregu- 
lar periods, and often unexpectedly, and thus materially interfer- 
ing with their business arrangements. They therefore, recom- 
mend that the hill be laid upon the table. 

Mr. Phillips, also, made the following report: 

CommiTTEE Room, Jan. 23d, 1850. 

Hon. Jony A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
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for the relief of purchasers of Austin city lots, have instructed 
me to report, that they deem it inexpedtent to delegate to the 
Comptroller, the power of investigating judiciously, private sales 
between Individuals, and more especially, as it seems from the 
bill, that some of the parties are absent, and some a.e dead. 
These are matters, more properly to be decided by the court. 
If the parties seeking relief, have legal and valid transfers, and 
the patent, issue to the original claimants, they will enure to the 
benefit of the purchasers, and afford them every benefit they 
could secure under a patent issucd to themselves. They there- 
fore, recommend that the bill be laid upon the table. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committe on County Baundaries, 
made the following report: 

Committee Room, Jan. 23d, 1350. 

Hon. Jonn A. Grerr, 

President of the Senate : 

The Select committee to which was referred a bill to be en- 
titled an act to create the 42th Judicial District, have had the 
same under consideration, and a majority of said committee have 
instructed me to return the bill to the Senate with amendments, 
aud recommend the adoption of the amendments. and the passage 
of the bill. D. GAGE, Chairman. - 

Amendment. 

First, amendment to the caption, after “twelfth,” insert “and 
thirteenth.” 

Add the following additional sections: 

“ Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That the following named 
counties shall compose the 13th Judicia! District, to wit: Rusk, 
Smith, Cherokee, Anderson, Hons'on and Nacogdoches.” 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That so much of the act to 
establish the 5th, 6th and 9th Jndiial Districts, approved 
Feb. 26th, 1848, as ineludes the counties of Rusk, Smith. Cher- 
okee, Anderson, Houston and Nacogdoches. in the 5th, 6th and 
9th Judicial Districts, he, and the same are herehy repealed. 

Mr. Gage. chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill to create the county of Fall ; report- 
ed the same back to the Senate, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred a bill concerning patents for lands; reported 
the sune back to the Senate. and recommended its passage, 

On mation of Mr, Phillips, a bill to anthorize the withdrawal 
from the General Land Office, of deeds issued on paper, of the 
second seal: and a bill to revive and amend an act to locate per- 
mancntly, the sert of Justice fur the county of De Witt, approved 


529 


March 9th, 1848, were taken up and placed among the orders of 
the day. ` f 

On motion of Mr. Portis, a bill to repeal an act to provide for 
closing the business of the late War aud Marine Department, 
and to transfer the books, records and papers of the Adjutant 
General’s Office, to the office of the Secretary of State; anda 
bill to authorize the Governor to appoint a General Staff. and or- 
ganize the militia of the State; were taken up aud placed among 
the orders of the day. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, that the House had passed jot resolution 
authorizing the Comptroller to make a final settlement with the 
late public printer, for priuting the laws and journals of the 
second Legislature ; and a bill to incorporate the ‘town of Rusk. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Resolution of the Senate, that the Legislature adjourn sine 
die, on the 5th Feb., 1850. 

Mr. Robertson moved to lay the resolution on the table. 

Upon which, the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Gage, Grimes, Kinney, Parker, Pease, Phillips 
and Robertson—7. — 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Hart, „Latimer, 
McRae, Moffett, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker 
and Wallace —14. Lost. 

Mr. Pease moved to lay the resolution on the table, and make 
it the special order of the day for the Ist of February. 

The yeas and nays being called, were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kinuey, Moffett, Parker, 
Pease, Phillips and Robertson—9, 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and 
Wallace—13. Lost. 

The resolution was then adopted by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Lat- 
imer, McRae, Moffett, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Ward, Watker and 
Wallace—14, 

Nays: Messrs. Davis, Gage, Kinney, Parker, Pease, Phillips, 
Robertson and Van Derbp--8. ` 

Mr, Gage, chairman of the committee an County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill supplementary to an act te ereate 
the county of Ellis; reported the same back to the Senate, and 
recommended its passage, 
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A hill to provide for distributing the Reports of the Decisions 
of the Supreme Court of this State, together with the report of 
the Judiciary committee, offering a substitute therefor ; was read, 
substitute adopted, aud bill passed to a third reading. 

A bill for the relief of General Memucan Hunt, together with 
the report of the commitee on Claims and Accounts, offering an 
amendment thereto; was read, and amendment rejected by the 
following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Kinney, Moffett, Phillips, 
Portis, Robertson and Truit—8. 

Nays: Mersrs. Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Parker, 
Pease, Taylor, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace—11. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed a bill providing 
for the payment of the forage, subsistence, medicine &c., of the 
company of mounted volunteers, commanded by Capt. Johnson, 
and mustered into the service of the State by order of his Excel- 
lency George T. Wood, Governor. 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Lodge, No, 3, of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows; read third time, and passed by 
the following vote: ~ 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Lati- 
mer, MCRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, 
Tavlor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker aud Wallace—19. 

Nays: Mr. Hart. 

‘A bill for the relief of Richard B. Jarman ; read and passed to 
a third reading. - 

A bill concerning divorce; read third time. 

Mr. Van Derlip offered the following amendment : 

Sec 20. That in all cases where divorces have heretofore 
been granted by the courts of this State, and the parties have 
since married, such marriage shalt be deemed to have been legal. 
Adopted, and bill passed. 

A bill concerning the duties of District Surveyors ; read third 
time and passed. 

A bill to enforce and carry out the judgments and decrees of 
the courts of the State, and to provide for the issuance of certifi- 
cates and patents, in certain cases; read third time and passed. 

A bill supplementary to an act defining the office and duties of 
Sheriff’s, passed May 12th, 1846; read third time and passed. 

A bill to amend an act to establish a Penitentiary, passed 13th 
March, 1848; read third time and passed. 
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A bill supplementary to an act to organize County Courts, 
passed March 16th, 1848; read third time and passed. 

A bill providing for the trial of causes in the Supreme court, 
in which the said court or any two of its members may be dis- 
qualified to act, aud in which there may be an equal division of 
opinion of said judges; read third time. 

Mr Pease offered the following amendment, to be added to the 
end of the first section : 

“ And no person shall be so commissioned, who is not quali- 
fied for the trial of all such cases as may be pending at the term 
for which he is appointed.” Adopted, and bill passed. 

A bill to create the county of Kinney; read third time and 
passed. = 

A bill to create the county of Wood; read third time and 
passed. 

A bill more particularly defining the boundaries of Van Zandt 
county ; read third time aud passed, by the following vote : 

Yeas: Messr-. Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRie, Moffett, Parker. Pease, Phillips, Portis, Trait, Van Der- 
lip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—17. 

Nays: None. z i 
' A bill more particularly defining the boundaries of Henderson 
county ; read third time and passed. 
| A bill authorizing the Galveston City Company to change the 
plan ofa certain block of lots in the city of Galveston ; read third 
time and passed. 

A bill supplementary to an act to organize the county of Up- 
shnr, approved Jan, 26th, 1848 ; read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Levin S. Sargent; read third time 
and passed. 

A bill for the relief of David Lane and the heirs of Henry L. 
Lane, dec’d.; read third time and passed. 

s A bill for the relief of the heirs of Nancy Anderson ; read third 
time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Joseph Branham ; read third 
time and passed, ` 

Joint resolution for the relief of Arminta D. Allen, heir at law 
of Preston P. Allen, laely a soldier in the army of Texas ; read 
third time and passed. 

A bili legalizing and confirming the marriage of William Pear- 
son and Elizabeth Ogle ; read third time and passed. 

_ A bill for the relief of George Washington Sheek ; read third 
time and passed. - 

A bill authorizing and requiring the Auditor of Public Accounts 
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to audit the claim of Elizabeth Ryals, against the late Republic 
of Texas, for the sum of one thousand and twenty-three dollars, 
for spollations committed by the Mexicans in 1841; read third 
time. 

Mr. Parker moved to lay the bill on the table. Lost. 

The yeas and nays were then called on the final passage of the 
bill, and were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Kinney, Phillips, Portis, Tay- 
lorand Van Derlip—7. 

Nays : Messrs. Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, Pease, 
Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace—10. ` 

The Senate refused to pass the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate adjourned until half past 
2 o'clock. : 


HALF PAST 2 O'CLOCK, P.M. 


The Senate met—rol] called—quorum present. 

Mr. Grimes. chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report: 

AUSTIN, Jan. 23d, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a joint reso- 
lution to provide for the payment of translating the laws of the 
first and second sessions of the Legislature, into German, and for 
printing the same, have had the subject before them, and find 
from the certificate of the Secretary of State, that a contract was’ 

made.with H. W. Wagner, for translating the laws into the Ger- 
man language, for which he is ertitled ‘to receive two hundred 
and sixty- four dollars and sixty-seven cents, and that there is yet 
dne for printing said laws, the sum of one hundred aig eleven 
dollars, eighty-eight cents, one hundred and ninety-nine dollars 
twelve cents, having been received on a former appropriation, 

Your committee have therefore instructed me to return the res- 
olution, and recommend its passage, after making said amend- 
ment. 

Amendment. “ Dednet one hundred and ninety-nine dollars 
twelve cents, the amount paid.” 

A bill for the relief of B. H. Grisham; read third time and 

assed, 

A bill for the relief of Uzziel Baggett; read third time and 
passed. 


A bill for the relief of A. Balleuill; read third time and passed. 
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Joint resolution for the relief of Elizabeth Hart ; read third 
time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Willis A. Forris, dee’d.; read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of B. A M. Thomas, dec’d.; 
read third time and passed, 

Mr. Moffett offered the following resolution : 

& Resolved, That the Auditor and Comptroller of Public ‘Ac- 
counts be furnished with three hundred and fifty copies of their 
report, with the request to forward the same to the various per- 
sons holding clainis-against the late Republic of Texas, and that 
in case the editor who lately published the same, has not that 
amounton hand, that the committee on Publie Printing be au- 
thorized to contract either for a part or the entire amount.” 

Rule suspended and resolution adopted, 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Eingrossed Bills, re- 
ported the following bills correetly engrossed : : 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the liquidation of the 5 
publiè debt of the late Republic of Texas. 7 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled an 
act to secure to all actual settlers within the limits of the colony 
‘granted to Peters and others, commonly known as Peters’ Colo- 
ny, the lands to which they are entitled as colonists, 

A bill to incorporate Chapell Hill College. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 

Austin, Jan. 23d, 1850. 

Hon. Joun A. Greer, 

President of the Senate: 

The committee on Kurolled Bills, have examined the follow- 
ing bills and joint resolutions: 

A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of William S. Tu- 
ton, dec’d. 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act to exempt build- 
ings and grounds designed and used for purposes of education 
or public worship, from taxation. 

Joint resolution for the relief of James S. Patterson. 

A. bill forthe relief of Lemuel M. Rodearmel. 

~ A bill to change the name of George North, to George Doug- 
lass Bigelow. 

A bill for the relief of the several Sheriffs under the late Re- 
public of Texas. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel G, Newton, and Tilley & Hewit. 


534 


A bill to permit the county of Fayette to levy and collect a 
Special tax. > 

A bill providing for the removal of certain Spanish documents 
from Nacogdoches county, to the State department. 

A bill to create the Mount Vernon Male and Female Acade- 
mies. 

A bill to remove the Land office of Milam Land District, from 
Burleson county, to Cameron, in Milam county. 

A. bill supplementary to an act entitled an act to locate perma- 
nently the seat of justice of Cass county, approved Dec. 27, 1838. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptrolter of the State of 
Texas to exchange sume of the public property in the city of 
Austin, for a certain lot and buildings adjoining the General 
Land Office. 

A bill authorizing the County court of Red River county to 
have the record books, A, B & C, of Probate records, now in the 
office of the Clerk of said county, transcribed. 

A bill to incorporate the city of Brownsville. 

A bill requiring the election of County Treasurers by the 
people. 

A bill to legalize the headright of certificate of Simon P. 
Barnes ; and 5 

A bill to amend the first section of an act entitled an act to 
create the county of Anderson, approved March 24th, 1846. 

All of which, are here reported correctly enrolled. ' 

A bill to incorporate Chapell Hill College ; read third time and 
passed, by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Lati- 
mer, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Van Derlip, Ward, 
Walker and Wallace— 15. 

Nays: None. j 

A bill supplementary to an act to secure to all actual settlers 
within the limits of the colony grant to Peters and others, com- 
monly known as Peters’ colony, the lands to which they are en- 
titled as colonists ; read third time and passed. 

A bill making an appropriation to pay for the printing the laws 
and constitution, in the German language; read third time and 
on motion of Mr. Pease, laid ou the table. 

Joint resolution authorizing the payment of the unexpended 
balance of the appropriation made by the joint resolution for the 
relief of the T’exian prisoners in Mexico; read and ordered to be 
engrossed. : 

A bill to establish the Marshall Railway Company ; read se- 
cond time and ordered to be engrossed. 
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A bill to provide for the liquidation of the public debt of the 
late Republic of Texas; read third time. 

Mr. Pease offered the following amendment: 

“Sec. 6th. That all liabilities of the late Republic of Texas, 
whether the same have or have not been presented to the Auditor 
and Comptroller, under the provisions of the act to provide for 
ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, approved 
March 20th, 1848 ; shall cease to draw interest from and after the 
Ist day of July, 1850.” 


Make the present sixth section, the event Adopted, and the 
bill then passed. 

A bill supplementary to an act to aan an act to create and 
organize the county of Panola ; read second time, and on motion 
of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on County Bourdaries. 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act to apportion the 
Senators and Representatives of the Legislature, among the seve- 
ral counties of this State, according to the requirements of the 
Constitution, approved January, 1850; read second time, and on 
motion of Mr, Pease, lcs to the committee on Privileges and 
Elections, 


On motion of Mr. Gage, Mr. Pease was added to the commit- 
tee on Privileges and Elections. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the vote which refused to pass a bill 
authorizing and requiring the Auditor of Public Accounts, to 
audit the claim of Elizabeth Ryals against the late Republic of 
Texas, for the sum of one thousand and twenty-three dollats, for 
spoilations committed by the Mexicans, in 1841; was reconsid- 
ered, and on motion of Mr. Portis, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of Zebulon M. Porter; read sécond time, 
and on motion of Mr. Latimer, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

Joint resolution making an appropriation for the per diem pay 
of the members and officers of the present Legislature; read 
on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on Finance, 

Joint resolution for the relief Charles Morgan and Robert 
Rose ; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Parker, referred 
to the committee on Finance. 

. Joint resolution providing for the more efficient and certain 
protection of the exposed borders and frontier portions of Texas, 
against the continued hostility and depredations of the Indians, 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Van Derlip, referred to 
the committee on Military Affairs, 
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Joint resolntion for the relief of J. F. Brown and Lyman Tar- 
box ; read second time and passed to a third reading. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, that the House had passed the following 
bills and joint resolutions, originating in the House, viz: 

A bill for the relief of George T. Howard and Duncan C. Og- 
den. 

A bill to define the boundaries of Limestone county ; and 

Joint resolution granting the Hon. Fielding Jones, Judge of 
the tenth judicial district, leave of absence from the State, 

A bill to incorporate the Houston and Brazos Plank-road Com- 
pany, together with the report of the committee ov Internal Im- 
provements, offering a substitute therefor, was read, substitute | 
adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Tyler, in Smith county ; read 
and passed to a third reading. 

A bill better defining the boundaries of Kaufman county; read 
and ordered to he engrossed, 

Joint resolution relative to making the port of Aransas, a port 

of entry, and to erect a lighthouse on Mustang Island; read and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to authorize the Comptroller to issue duplicates of cer- 
tain certificates; read aud passed to a third reading. 

“A Dill to amend an act to incorporate the city of Nacogdoches, 

approved March 16th, 1848; read and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to declare John Janes Elliott the legitimate child of 
William Elliott and Polly Elliott, of the county of Rusk; read 
and passed to a third reading. 

Joint resolution for the “relief of the heirs of Robert Earl, 
dec’d., together with the report of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, offering an amendment; was read, amendment adopted, 
and bill passed to a third reading. 

A bill to organize the county of Ellis; read. 

Mr. Cook offered the following amendment: - 

Strike out all after “county,” in the 4th line to “and” in the 
5th line, in 7th section—also, strike out “ and not ineluded with- 
in the limits of any other county,” same section. Adopted, and 
bill passed toa third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, a bill to create the county of Falls ; 
was taken up and read. 

Ou motion of Mr. McRae, the bill was amended,- by striking 
out “ Falls,” wherever it occurs, and inserting “ Burnett, 4 


On motion of Mr. Watker, the rule was ‘suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 
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A bili forthe relief of the legal representatives of Henry B. 
Williams, dec’d.; read and passed to a third reading. 

A bill for the relief of Amos Morrill; read and passed toa 
third reading. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, on the 
petition of Leander Brown, was read and adopted. 

Mr. Portis, chairman of the committee on Education, made the 
following report : 


ComMITTEE Room, Jan. 23d, 1850. 
Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Education, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of sundry citizens of the Cat Spring settlement, in Austin 
county, respecting the distribution of the Free Public School 
Fund, have had the same under consideration, and have instruct- 
ed me to report that the joint committee of the Legislature, on 
Education, have examined the merits of the petition, and have 
agreed upon a bill which has been reported to the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and have recommended it to the favorable conside- 
ration of the Legislature. All of which, is respectfully reported. 

A bill for the relief of James Nelson ; read second time,and or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

The report of the Finance committee, on a bill for the relief of 
John R, Baker, recommending that it be laid on the table ; was 
read and adopted. 


On motion of Mr, Brashear, the Senate adjourned. 


/ 


WEDNESDAY, 9 o’elock, a. m. January 24th, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President—-Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Rob- 
ertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, "Ward, Walker and Wallace. 

The Journals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 

ComMMITTEE Room, Jan. 24th, 1850. 
Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the follow- 
LL 
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ing bills, originating in the House and find them correctly en- 
rolled, viz: 


T'he bill to provide for holding an election for the permanent 
location of the seat of government. 

The bill to provide for the enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the State of Texas, for the year 1851. 

The bill to establish permanently the seat of justice for Leon 
county; and 

The bill relative toextending the civil jurisdiction of the State 
of Texas over the South half, and the criminal jurisdiction over 
the whole of Red River. 

Mr. Latimer, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred a bill to authorize and require Judges of the District. 
court to hold special sessions thereof, in certain cases ; and joint 
resolution, making an appropriation for the purchase of books 
for the use of the Supreme court; reported the same back to the 
Senate, and recommended that they be laid on the table. 

Mr. Latimer, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
a bill to remove from the possession of the Clerk of Webb coun- 
ty, all books, papers, documents and other property belonging, or 
in avy way appertaining to the city of Laredo, to the City Coun- 
cil; reported the same back and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Van Derlip, from the committee on the Judiciary, towhom 
was referred a bill to extend the jurisdictson of the county of 
Medina, for certain purposes ; and joint resolntion relative to the 
removal of obstructions to the navigation of Red River; reported 
the same back to the Senate, and recommended their passage. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary 
made the following report: 

ComMITYEE Room, Jan. 23d, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The committee on the judiciary have had under consideration 
a bill to authorize the Governor to subscribe for the Reports of the 
Decisions of the Supreme Court of the State of Texas, report: 

The committee recommend the following amendments to the 
bill: 
~ 1. Strike out in the the 1st section, the word “ three hundred” 
and insert “two hundred and fifty.” 


To the last part of the second section, add as follows: 


“ Bound in law calf, and executed in a style equal to that of 
the first volume of said Reports.” 
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With these amendments, a majority of the committee recom- 
mend the passage of the bill, Senator Wallace dissenting. 

A. H- PHILLIPS, Chairman. 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
a bill to require the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
to issue patents, in certaiu cases. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs at law of John Dentworth; and 

A billto amend the act prescribing the mode of trying the 
right of property, levied on by execution, &c., 

“Reported the same back to the Senate, and recommended that 
they be laid on the table, 

Mr. Phillips, from the same commitee, returned to the Senate, 
a bill relative to the proof of the statute and common taw of the 
Piates and Territories of the United States, and recommended its 
passage. 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
a resolution of the Senate, instructing the Judiciary committeé to 
enquire into the expediency of admitting to record in this State, 
certified copies of deeds, made and recorded in the State of Loui- 
siana, &e., reported the same back to.the Senate, and asked to 
be discharged from its further consideration. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill for the relief of George C. 
Arnest ; reported the same back to the Senate, and recommended 
its passage. 

Mr. Walker, from the committee on Private Lant Claims, to 
whom was referred joint resolution for the relief of John Hobson: 
reported the same back to the Senate, and recommended its pass- 
age, 

“Mr. Taylor, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported 
the following bills and joint resolutions, correctly engrossed. 

An act to establish the Marshall Railway Company. 

Joint resolution authorizing the payment of the unexpended 
balance ofthe appropriation made by a joint resolution for the 
relief of the Texian prisoners,in Mexico, approved Feb. 5th, 
1844, to the persons entitled thereto. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Burleson, the vote which passed a bill to 
create the county of Burnet, was reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the vote which amended the bill 
by striking out “Falls” and inserting “ Burnet,” was reconsid- 
ered, 7 
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The question was then taken on the amendment, and lost. 

The bill then passed. ; - 

A message was received fram the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, that the House had unanimously passed 
the Senate resolutions on the subject of slavery, with an amend- 
ment fromthe Joint committee of the two Hanses; also, joint 
resolution and memorial of the Legislatute of the State of Texas, 
to the President and Congress of the United States, relative to 
the vast and enormous depredations committed and being com- 
mitted upon the citizens and property of those residing upon the 
borders and frontier of Texas, and asking an increase of the mil- 
itary establishment in Texas, for the due protection of the lives, 
persons and property of her citizens ; and. 

A bill anthorizing and requiring the Commissioner of the Gem 
eral Land Office to issue a certificate to Wyly Marshall, for 320 
acres of land, with amendments ; also, 

The following bills, originating in the Senate: 

A bill to anthorize-the County court of Jasper county to have 
levied and collected, a special county tax, to be applied exclusive- 
ly to the erection of a jail and courthouse for said county ; and 

A bill for the benefit of the heirs of James Ury, dec’d.; also, 

The following bills and joint resolutions, originating in the 
House, viz: 

A bill to amend the 28th section of an act to regulate proceed- 
ings in the District courts. 

A bill to create the county of Uvalde. 

A bill to amend the 4th section of an act for the regulation of 
Pilots at the mouth of the Brazos river, approved March 18th, 
1848. 

A bill regulating estrays. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Abasiah Dixon. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Christopher Trouter and R. 
M. Davis ; and 

Joint resolution for the relief of William R. Baker. 

A bill to organize the county of Ellis; read third time, and on 
motion of Mr. Cooke, re committed to the Judiciary committee. 

The following bills were severally read a third time and pass- 
ed 


A bill for the relief of Richard B. Jarman. 

A bill for the relief Gen. Memucan Hunt. 

A bill for the relief of Amos Morrill. 

À bill authorizing the Comptroller to issue duplicates of cer- 
tain certificates. i 

A bill to incorporate the town of Tyler, in Smith county. 
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A bill to amend an act to incorporate the city of Nacogdoches, 
approved March 16th, 1848. f 

A bill'to declare John James Elliott the legitimate child of 
William Elhott and Polly Elliott, of Rusk county. i 

A bill for the relief of the legal represeutatives of Henry B. 
Williams, dec’d. . 
; Joint resolution for the relief of J. F. Brown and Lyman Tar- 

OX. . ` 

Joint resolution, authorizing the payment of the unexpended 
balance of the appropriation made by a joint resolution tor the 
relief of the Texian prisoners in Mexico, approved Feb. 5th, 
1844, to the persons entitled thereto. 

Joint resolution for ihe relief of the heirs of Robert Earl dec’d. 

A bill to establish the Marshall Railway ‘Compaay; read third 
time and passed, by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Grimes, 
Hart, Hinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Robert- 
son, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Waitlace— 
19. 

Nays: Mr. Gage—1. 

A bill concerning patents for land ; read and ordered to be en- 

rossed. ° 
= On motion of Mr. Walker, a bill to authorize and require the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue patents for 
land on surveys made In Peters’ Colony ; was taken up and read, 
andon motion of Mr. Cooke, referred to a Select committee. 

‘Messrs. Cooke, Walker, Truit, Hart and Robertson, were ap- 
pointed said committee. as 

Mr. Portis, from the Judiciary committee, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill anthorizing the Auditor of Public Accounts to audit 
the claim of Elizabeth Ryals, against the late Republic of Texas, 
for the sum of one thousand and twenty-three dollars, for spolia- 
tions committed by the Mexicans in 1841; reported a substitute 
therefor, and recommended its adoption and passage. 

Resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Texas, on the 
subject of slavery. 

On motiou of Mr. Pease, made the special order of the day for 
to-morrow, by the following vote: 
` Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kinney, Pease, 
Ward and Wallace—8. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Rob- 
ertson and Yan Derlip—7. - 

On motion of Mr. Cooke; a bill to define the boundaries of 
Limestone county, was taken up and read first time. 
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Mr. Pease moved to suspend the rule, that the bill might be 
tead second time. Lost. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue a certificate to Wyly Marshail for 320 acres of 
land, with an amendment from the House, was on motion of Mr. 
Robertson, laid on the table until to-morrow. 

The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House to joint 
resolutions and memorial of the State of Texas relative to the 
vast and enormous depredations committed, &c. 

Joint resolution to provide for the payment of translating the 
laws of the first and secand sessious of the Legislature, into Ger- 
man, and for printing the same, with the report of the Finance 
committee, offering an amendment; was read, amendment adopt- 
ed and bill passed to a third reading. 

A bill to create the twelfth Judicial district; read, and oh mo- 
tion of Mr. Davis, laid on the table until to-morrow. 

A bill supplementary to an act to create the county of Ellis; 
read and passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following report : 

CommirTesE Room, Jan. 24th, 1550. 

Hon, Jonn A. GREER, 

President of ihe Senate: 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a joint 
resolution authorizing the Governor to send a Commissioner to 
‘the Government of the United States, for the purpose of ceding 
to said government, a portion of the territory of Texas, have ma- 
turely considered tne same, and instructed me to report, that it 
would be in the opinion ef your committee, improper for the 
Legislature to adopt the course. contemplated by the resolution ; 
in a different condition of things there are many and weighty 
considerations, both of State policy and humanity, which would 
suggest the cession of a portion of the territory of Texas to the 
General Government, but it is considered that a proposition to do 
so now, when the highest functionaries of that government, and 
those who represeńt t their will, have manifested a dispo-ition in 
no manner to respect the rights of this State toa large portion ot 
the domain contemplated to be ceded by this resolution, would, 
so far as the rights of the State are concerned, be impolitic and 
unwise, and as an act of legislation, wanting in dignity and self 
respect. Inthe opinion of the committee, the Governor of the 
State is the proper channel, through which the wishes of the 
General Government, in regard to her Indian or other policy con- 
nected with our territory, should be made known to the Legisla- 
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ture, and they have no hesitation in believing that the Legisla- 
ture will promptly respond to the desire of that government, 
should a wish be so expressed, by appointing a Commissioner to 
enter into said negotiation. But, until such wish shall have been 
expressed, the committee believe it would be impolitic for the 
Legislature to take any action in the matter; they therefore, re- 
port the reSolution back to the Senate, and recommend that it be 
indefinitely postponed. i 

A bill to authorize the withdrawal from the General Land Of- 
fice, of deeds issued on paper of the second seal ; read third time 
and passed. 

A bill to authorize the the Governgr to appoint a General 
Staff, and organize the militia of the State; read, and on motion 
of Mr. Robertson, referred to a Select comtnittee of five. 

Messrs. Robertson, Wallace, Moffett, Truit and Ward, were 
appointed said committee, 

A vill to repeal the act to provide for closing the business of 
the late War and Marine Department, and to transfer the books, 
records and papers of the Adjutant General’s office, to the office 
of Secretary of State ; read, and on motion of Mr: Robertson, re- 
ferred to the same Select committee of five. 

Mr. Portis introduced a bill to amend an act to establish the 
Galveston and Red River Railway Company ; read first time. 

Mr. Portis moved to suspend the rule. Lost. 

Mr. Robertson introduced a bill to provide for the removal of 
the archives of the State, to the seat of Government, if removed 
from Austin, by the vote ‘of the people, to be taken in the year 
1850; read first time. 

A bill to revive and amend an act to locate permanently the 
seat of justice for the county of DeWitt, approved March 9th, 
1848; read and passed to a third reading. 

A bill for the relief of B. C. Johnson, assignee of John F. Sta- 
cy; read and passed to a third reading. ` 

A bill to amend an act to provide for ascertaining the debt of , 
the late Republic of Texas ; read and ordered.to be engrossed, sf 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act to regulate the public 
prating, approved March Sth, 1848, together with the report of 
the committee on Finance, recommending that it be laid on the 
tabe; was read and report ' adopted, 

Teeatibleand joint resolntions, instructing our Senators and re- 
queiting onr Representatives in the Congress of the United 
Statts, to demand of the United States protection to the State, 
fromdomestic violence, and the immediate acknowledgment of 
the western boundary of the State of Texas, as defined in the 
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laws of this State, and guaranteed by the joitit resolutions of aB- 
nexation, together with the report of the committee on State A- 
fairs, reeommending that they be referred to the Special com- 
mitte appointed by the Senate on Santa Fé; read, and report 
adopted. 
- Joint resolutions instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to demand 
aud receive an eqnivalent of the United States, for the Texian 
territory north of 36 degrees 30 minutes, and if they fail therein, 
then to demand of the United States the immediate suppression 
of their military government within the territory of Texas, and 
to demand and receive from the United States, payment for the 
navy, Magazines, arms, armaments and munitions of war, trans- 
ferred to the United States, under the terms of annexation, by 
Texas, and for which she has never received any equivalent, 
whatever, from the United States, together with the report of the 
committee on State Affairs, recommending that the resolutieas be 
indefinitely postponed; was read, and on motion of Mr. Wallace, 
the report was laid on the table, and joint resolutions referred to 
the same Select committee on Santa Fé. 

Cn motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned until half 
2 o'clock. 


kd 


HALF PAST 2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Senate met—roll ‘called—quorum present. 

Mr. Grimes. chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred joint resolution for the reliet of-George Morgan and 
Robert Rose ; reported the same back to the Senate, and recom- 
mended its passage. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred joint resolution making an appropriation for the 
per diem pay of the members and officers of the present Legis. 
lature ; reported the Same back to the Senate, and recommended 
its passage, 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the joint resolution was taken up, 
read and passed toa third reading. 

Mr. Portis moved to suspend the rule. Lost. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of John L. 
Dabney ; read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of Mason W. Cope; read and passed t) a 
third reading. ‘ 

Joint resolution for the relief of William M. Williams. to- 
gether with the repott of the committee'on Private Land Clams, 
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offering a substitute therefor; was read, and on motion of Mr. 
Gage, bill-and substitute were laid on the table. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of R. W. Balentine ; 
read and passed toa third reading, 

Abill to establish the Rio Grande Railway and Turnpike 
Company, together with the report of the committee on Internal 
Improvements, offering a substitute therefor, was read, and sub- 
stitnte adopted. 

Mr. Davis offered the following amendment : 

“ Be it further enacted, That the directors of said Compa- 
ny shall not at any one time, call in more than ten per cent. on 
each share; provided. also, that every share, on which the above 
instalment is not paid, within one month after being called for 
by the directors, shall be considered forfeited,and can be resold by 
said directors.” 

Adopted, and the bill passed to a third reading. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller to make a final 
settlement with the late public printer, for printing the laws and 
journals of the second Legislature; read first time. 

Mr. Brashear moved to suspend the rule, that it might be read 
second time. Lost. 

Joint resolution for the relief of William Arnold, dec’d ; Tead 
and passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred joint resolution for the relief of 
Samuel ©. Douglass ; joint resolution for the relief of Zebulon 
M. Porter; and bill to create the office of State Tianslator ; re- 
ported the same back to the Senate, and recommended them to 
their favorable consideration. 

Mr. Robertson, from the same committee, reported back to the 
Senate a bill for the relief of Francis L. Merriwether and Peter 
P. Harding, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Latimer introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of 'Til 
man Baker, dec’d.; read first time. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue patents on certificates issned hy the board of Land 
Commissioners of Robertson county, under certain restrictions ; 
read, and on motion of Mr. Van Derlip, recommitted to the com- 
mittee’on Publié Lands. 

A bill for the relief of Martha McBride and Margaret Garnett ; 
read, and on motion of Mr. Hart, referred to the Judiciary com- 
mittee, 

A bill granting a charter to the Galveston and Brazos Naviga- 
tion Company, together with the report of the committee on fn- 
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ternal Improvements, offering amendments thereto, was read, 
amendments adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

A bill for the relief of John E, Linn; read second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill to legalize certain headright certificates, issued by the 
County court of Refugio county ; read, and on motion of Mr, 
Phillips, referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Joint resolution, making provisions for surveying a certain 
quantity of University land ; ; read. 

T'he Senate refused to pass the bill to a third reading. 

A bill to authorize John J. Grambles and Lyman Tarbox to 
establish a ferry on the Colorado river, together with the report 
of the committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries; recommeuding 
that it be laid on the table, was read, and report adopted. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Berry W. Perkins; read and 
passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the vote which refused to pass to a 
third reading a joint resolution making provisions for surveying 
a certain quantily of University land, “was reconsidered, and on 
motion of Mr, Gage, the resolution was laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Charles Murchard, dec’d.; read second time, and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

A bill to authorize Judges of the District courts to hold special 
terms; read, and on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the commit- 
tee on County Boundaries, 

A bill for the relief of the purchasers of lots in the city of Aus- 
tin, under certain circumstances, together with the report of the 
committee on the Judiciary, recommending that the bill be laid 
upon the table, was read and report adopted. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land O£ 
fice to issue patents to assignees of administrators, together with 
the report of the committee on the Judiciary, recommending that 
the bill be laid on the table; was read, and report adopted. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the petition 
of sundry cilizens of Leon county, asking a change in the time 
of holding the Spring term of the District court, recommending 
that the petition be laid upon the table ; read and adopted. 

The report of the Jndiciary committee on a bill to amend the 
first section of an act entitled an act to regulate the license and 
practice of Attorneys at law, approved May 12th, 1846, recom- 
mending that it be laid on the table, was-read and ‘adopted, 

The following bills and joint resolutions from the House, were 
severally read first time, viz: 


556 


A bill to amend the 28th section of an act to regulate proceed- 
ings in the District courts. 

i ‘A bill for the relief of George T. Howard and Duncan C. Og- 
en. 

A bill to create the county of Uvalde. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Abasiah Dixon. 

A bill regulating estrays. 

A bill providing for the payment of the forage, subsistence, 
medicines &c., of the company of mounted volunteers, command- 
ed by Captain Johnson, and mustered into the service of the 
State by order of his Excellency, George T. Wood, Governor. 

A bill to amend the fourth section of an act for the regulation 
of pilots at the mouth of the Brazos river, approved March 18th, 
1848. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Rusk. 

Joint resolution granting the Hon. Fielding Jones, Judge of 
the tenth Judicial district, leave of absence from the State. 

Joiut resolution for the relief of Christopher Trouter and R, 
M. Davis. 

Joint resolution for the relief of William R. Baker. 

Mr. McRae presented the petition of Frederick Foy. 

On motion-of Mr. McRae, referred to a Special committee, 

Messrs, McRae, Taylor and Davis, were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the Senate adjourned, 


F'RIDAAY, 9 o'clock, A.M. January 25th, 1850, 


T'he Senate was called to order by the President, pro tem— 
Senators present: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Truit, Van 
Derlip, Walker and Wallace. 

The Journals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report: 

ComMITTEE Room, Jan, 25th, 1850. 

Hon. Jouw A. Greer, ` 

President of the Senate : 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill to be 

entitled an act to repeal an act authorizing the appointment ofa 
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Fiscal Agent, &c., have, after mature deliberation, considered it 
advisable to coutinue that officer for. the’ better security of the 
revenue. ‘The per centage allowed tax colleetors in counties re- 
mote from the seat of government, where bnt little revenue is 
collected, is insufficient remuneration to justify the collector to 
travel to the seat of government, to pay in the taxes collected by 
him, and may, peradventure, suffer the District Attorney to move 
for judgment against him in the District court, when he will pay 
over the money to the District Attorney, in whose hands the rev- 
enne would not be more safe than in the hands of the collector. 

To allow collectors mileage, in the opinion of your commit- 
tee, would not be a matter of economy. 

Your committee would therefore, recommend that the bill be 
permitted to lie on the table. 

Mr. Grimes, from the samie committee, to which was referred 
a bill authorizing Joseph H. Beck to plead, and be allowed cer- 
tain offsets, in certain cases therein mentioned ; reported the bill 
back to the Senate, and recommended that no further action be 
had thereon. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to legalize certain headright certificates, 
issued by the County court of Refugio county; reported a sub- 
stitute therefor, and recommended its adoption and passage. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following reports: 

ComMITTEE Room, Jan. 25th, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. Grerr, 

President of the Senate : : 

The Judiciary commmittee have had under consideration a 
bill to regulate the trausfer of the consolidated stock fund of the 
late Republic of Texas, and bave instructed me to report, that 
the arrangements made by the legislation of the present session 
for the liquidation of the public debt, renders the present bill un- 
necessary. They therefore, recommend that the bill be laid on 
the table. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
petition of Robert Gillet, asking the cancellation of two grants, 
claimed by the petitioner as a pu irchaser, and that certificates may 
be granted in lien of said grants, have instructed meto report that 
they deem it inexpedient to grant the prayer of the petitioner. 
Itis well known that many grants have been issued under the 
former government; some to fictitious persons, and some with- 
out any actual surveys having been made, And while your 
committee are disposed to do full justice to all those who were 


“ 


557 
honestly entitled to land, under the laws heretofore existing, yet 
they cannot sanction a course of legislation that might in effect 
validate claims, perhaps utterly void iu their origin, and that too, 
without the remotest prospect of any benefit to the original claim- 
ant, They therefore, recommend that the petition be laid upon 
the table. f . 

The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred a bill relative 
to the subject of offsets, in snits on behalf ofthe State, against 
individuals, have instructed me to report against the bill. — 

The Legislature has taken action on the subject of her public 
debt, giving all legal claimants an opportunity to present their 
demands, and have them satisfied by landscrip. The proposed 
plan, contemplated in the bill, would materially affect, it 1s be- 
lieved, the collection of debts due the State, and give one class of 
creditors an advantage over others, who, as not being defaulters, 
or liable on forfeited bonds, are perhaps the most meritorious. 
They therefore, recommend that the bill be luid upon the table. 

Mr. Gage, from the committee on Privileges and Elections, to 
which was referred a bill supplementary to an act to apportion 
the Senators and Representatives of the Legislature, among the 
several counties of this.State, according to the requirements of 
the Constitution, approved January, 1850; reported a substitute 
for the same, and recommended its adoption and passage. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Glaims, to whom was referred the petition of William A. Burns, 
reported the’same back to the Senate, and recommended that it 
be laid on the table. 

Mr? Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred a bill for the relief of Thomas Garner, as- 
signee of Hiram H. Millions, and a bill for the relief of William 
C. Sparks, assignee of Samuel W. Willis; reported the same back 
to the Senate, and recommended their passage. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A-message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, that the House had passed a bill, which 
originated in the Senate, to provide for the payment of jurors, 
with amendments ; also, the following bill and joint resolution, 
originating in the House, viz: 

A bill to amend an act to establish the Judicial Districts 
of the District Courts; and 

Joint resolution providing more effectually for the protection 
of the frontier of Texas. ` 
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A bill to establish the Rio Grande Railway and Turnpike 
Company; resd third time and passed, by the following vote : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Grimes, Kinney, Latimer, 
~ McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, 
Truit, Van Dertip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—17. 

Nays: Mr. Gage—l. 

A bill to provide for the payment of jurors, with amendments, 
from the House, read, and amendments concurred in. 

The following bills aud joint resolutions were severally read a 
third time and passed, viz: 

A bill to provide for distributing the Reports of the Supreme 
Court, the Laws of the State, and Journals of the Legislature. 

Joint resolution to provide for the payment of transfating the 
laws of the first and second sessions of the Legislature, into Ger- 
man, and for printing the same. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of William Arnold, 
dee’d. 

Joint resolution for the reliefof Berry W. PerklIns. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of R. W. Balentine, 
dee’d. 

A bill for the relief B. C. Johnson, assignee of John F. Stacy. 

A bill for the relief of Mason W. Cope. 

A bill supplementary to an act to create the county of Ellis. 

Joint resolution making an appropriation for the per diem pay 
of the members and officers of the present Legislature. . 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report : : 
CoMMITTEE Room, Jan. 25th, 1850. 

Hon. Joan A. GREER, 

President of the Senate : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the follow- 
ing bills, and find them eorreetly enrolled, viz: 

A bill entitled an act for the relief of Gen. Hemucan Hunt. 

A bill entitled an act for the relief of Richard B. Jarman. 

A bill entitled an aet to authorize the County court of Harrri- 
son county, to have record book B, of bonds, deeds, mortgages 
and other instruments of writing, now in the County Clerk’s 
office of said county, transcribed. 

A joint resolution extending the civil jurisdiction of the State 
of Texas over the south half, and criminal jurisdiction over the 
whole of Red River. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Uzziell Baggett. 

A bill entitled an act for the relief of Aramenta DÐ. Allen, heir at 
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law of Preston P. Allen, lately a soldier in the army of Texas. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Joseph Branham. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Etizabeth Hart. 

A bill entitled an act to extend and define the eastern bounda- 
ry of Caldwell county. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Bexar Mannfac- 
turing Company. 

A bill to create the 12th Judiciul District, together with the re- 
report of the Select committee, offering amendments ; was read. 

Mr. Phillips moved to lay the roport on the table until Monday 
28th inst. 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Grimes, 
Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffette Phillips, Portis, Robertson, 
Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Welker and Wallace—18. 

Nays: Messrs. Gage and Parker—2. Carried. 

The bill passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Van Derlip made the following report: 

Committe: Room; Jan. 25th, 1850, 
“ Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 

The Special Joint committee of the Senate and Libis of Rep- 
resentatives, to whom were referred resolutions upon the subject 
of the existence within the territory of the State of Texas, of a 
military government, countenanced and maintained by the Feder- 
al Government of the United States, have given the same that 
deliberate consideration which the importance of the subject de- 
mands ; and they herewith report, that from every source of offi- 
cial information to which your committee have had access, they 
are forced to the conclusion that there exists a settled determina- 
tion on the part of the Federal Government to destroy the State 
sovereignty and civil jurisdiction of Texas within the limits of 
the counties of Santa Fé, Worth, and a portion of El Paso. 

The official information which justifies this conclusion is con- 

-tained in the correspondence of Spruce M. Baird, Judge of the 
11th judicial district, with the State Department, which discloses 
the positive existence of a military government, maintained with- 
in that territory, by the government of the United States; in the 
orders of the Secretary of War of the United States, establishing 
the 8th military department, and in the late annual message of 
the President of the United States to Congress. The informa- 
tion derived from these and other sources, in connection with the 
studied silence of the Federal Executive upon the communica- 
tions addressed to him on this subject from the Executive De- 
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partment of this State, leaves no doubt in the minds of your com- 
mittee that the Federal Government have already exercised, and 
are attempting yet further to usurp unjustifiable and high-handed 
power over a portion of the territory of Texas, in violation of 
the constitution and laws of the United States and of this State, 
and in utter disregard of the terms contained in the solemn 
compact of annexation. 

Your committee regard any further discussion of the right of 
the State to that territory, as useless and unbecoming in connec- 
tion with existing circumstances. Facts beyond cavil and dis- 
pute ; arguments unariswered and unansweiable, have from time 
to time been presented in the establishment and defence of. our 
claim, and have as often been treated as unworthy of considera- 
tion. A resort to petition woald be unwarranted and improper, 
as that would imply the right and power to grant. Every art of 
persuasion has already been exhausted, and remonstrdnce has 
hitherto proved unavailing. 

While a prospect of future hope existed, the State forbore to 
murmur, believing,it would ultimately be realized and her rights 
secured ;—the illusion has vanished and the time for action has 
arrived. 

The State must now adopt measures to assert and maintain 
her sovereignty in her own territory, or embrace the degrading al- 
ternative of submission to arbitrary power. It is but necessary 
to mention the latter alternative, to dismiss it forever from con- 
sideration. he acknowledged chivalry of the people of Texas, 
forbids us to entertain it for a single moment. The only course 
remaining is the firm assertion of our rights, and the determina- 
tion to Maintain them at every hazard. 

The committee, therefore, recommend that the Legislathre de- 
mand of the General Goverment of the United States the imme- 
diate abolition of military government over any portion of the 
territory of Texas; and in the event that such demand should 
not be acceded to, or that the United States should attempt to es- 
tablish a territorial government over any portion of said territory, 
or establish the office of Surveyor-General therein, as recommen- 
ded by the Executive of the United States, that the Governor in 
such case be authorized and required to employ the whole force 
of the militia of the State to sustain her rightful sovereignty and 
jurisdiction, and that the entire amount of money in the treasury 
of the State be appropriated for that object. 

Your committee believe that a crisis has arrived which rend- 
ers the proposed legislation necessary, and that it is the only 
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available policy remaining to secure the rights of the State in a 
manner consistent with her dignity. 


They therefore report a substitute for the resolutions, embra- 
cing these provisions, aud recommend its passage. = 


B. C. VAN DERLIP, 
Ckm’n on part of Senate. 

DAVID Y. PORTIS, 

B. RUSH WALLACE. 


J. M. CLOUGH, 

Ch’m’n on part of House 
W. H. STEWART, 
W. M. WILLIAMS, 


The Senate concurred in the amendments of the House to a 
bill to authorize and require the Commissiouer of the General 
Land Office to issue a certificate to Wyly Marshall for 32U acres 
of land. 

The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House to reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of the State of Texas, on the subject of 
slavery. 

A bill to amend an act to establish the Galveston and Red 
River Railway Company; read second time, and on motion of 
Mr. Latimer, referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

A billto provide for the removal of the archives of the State, 
to the seat of government, if removed from Austin by the vote of 
the people, to be taken in the year 1850; read second time 
on motion of Mr. Truit, referred to the committee on State Af- 
fairs, 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Tilman Baker; read se- 
cond time. andon motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill to amend the fourth section of an act for the regulation 
of Pilots, at the.month of the Brazos river, approved March 18, 
1848 ; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Parker, referred 
to the committee on State Affairs. 

A bill regulating estrays,; read second time, and on motion of 
Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

A bill to create the county of Uvalde; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the committee on County 
Bonndaries. 

A bill for the relief of George T. Howard and Duncan C. Og- 
den; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Van Derlip, refer- 
red to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

A bi!) for the relief of Abasiah Dixon; read second time, and 
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on motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the committee on Public 
Lands. 

A bill to define the boundaries of Limestone county ; read se- 
cond tine, and on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee 
on Military Affairs. . 

A bill providing for the payment of the forage, subsistence, 
medicines, &c., of the company of mounted volunteers, com- 
manded by Captain Johuson, and mustered into the service of the 
State by order of his Excellency, George T. Wood, Governor ; 
read second time, and on motion af Mr. Kinney, referred to the 
couamnittee on Military Affairs. 

A bill to amend the 28th section of an act to regulate proceed- 
ings in the District courts; read secoud time, and on motion of 
Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Rusk ; read secoud time, and 
on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller to make a final 
seitlemeut with the late public printer, for printing the laws and. 
journals of the second Legislature; read second time, and on 
motion of Mr, McRae, referred to the committee on Finance. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Christopher Troute and R. 
M. Davis; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Phillips, re- 
ferred to the conimittee on Private Land Claims. 

Joint resolution granting the Hon. Fielding Jones. Judge of 
the tenth Judicial district, ‘eave of absence from the State ; read 


second time, and on motion of: Mr. Moffett, referred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. 


Joint resolution for the relief of William R. Baker; read se- 
cond time, and on motion of Mr. Latimer, referred to the com. 
mittee on Private Land Claims, 

Joint resolution relative to the removal of obstructions to the na- 
vigation of Red River; read, and on motian of Mr. Latimer, laid 
on the table. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Governor to send a Commis- 
sioner to the government of .the United States, for the prrpose of 
selling a portion of the territory of Texas, together with the re- 
port of the committee on State Affairs, recommending its indefi- 
nite postponement; was read, and report adopted. ps 

A bill authorizing and requiring the Anditor of ‘Public Ac- 
counts, to audit the claim of Elizabeth Ryals, against the late 
Repablic of Texas, for the sum of one thousand and twenty- 
three dollars, spoliations committed by the Mexicans in ISAL to~ 
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gether with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, offermg 
a substitute theretor, was read, and substitute ado, ted. 

Ou motion of Mr. Hart, the bil) was amended, by striking out 
the words “by the pubie enemy.” 

Ou motion of Mr. Wallace, the bill was further amended, by 
striking out “ aud on account of the loss and destruction of her 
enuire property.” 

‘Ihe bill was then ordered to be engrossed, by the following 
vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear. Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Kin- 
ney, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Porus, Taylor, Truit, 
Yan Derlip, Ward aud Walker— 16. 

Nays: Mr. Wallace—l. 

A bill for the reiief of George C. Arnest ; read and ordered to 
be engrossed, 

Jotut resolution for the relief of Charles Morgan and Robert 
Rose ; read and passed to third reading. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Governor to subscribe for 300 
copies of the second and third vořumes of the Decisions of the 
Supreme Court of this State, together with the report of the Ju- 
diciary committee, offering amendments thereto, was read, 
amendments adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

A bill to create the office of State Translator; read and refer- 
red to the committee on Finance. 


A bill for the relief af Samuel C. Douglass ; read and passed to 
a third reading. 


A bill for the relief of Zebulon M. Porter; read and passed to 
a third reading. 

Joint resolution making an appropriation for the purchase of 
books for the use of the Supreme court, together with the report 
of the committee on the Judiciary, recommending that it be laid 
on the table ; was read and report adopted. 

A bill to require the commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue patents, in certain cases, together with the report of the 
Judiciary committee, recommending that it be laid on the table; 
was read, and report adopted. 

A bill relative to the proof of the statute and the common laws 
of the States and Territories of the United States ; read and or- 
dered to be engrossed. 5 

À bill to extend the jurisdiction of the county of Medina, for 
certain purposes ; read and passed to a third reading. 

-Joint resolution for the relief of John Hobson ; read and pass- 
ed toa third reading. ` 


A bill to remove from the possession of the County Clerk of 
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Webb county, all books, papers, documents and other property, 
belonging, or in any way appettiining to the city of Laredo, to 
the city council ; read aud passed to a third reading. 

A bill to amend an act to establish the Judicial districts of the 
District courts ; read first time. 

Joiut resolution providing more effectuallyfor the protection of 
the frontier of Texas ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr, Phillips, the Senate adjourned. 


SATURDAAY, 9 o’clock, a. m. January 26th, 1850, 


The Senate was called to order by the President— Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Portis, Robert- 
son, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker aud Wallace. 

The Journals of yesterday were read aud adopted. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following reports: ; 

: CommiTTEE Room, Jan, 26th, 1850. 

Hon. Joun A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled an act for the relief of William McMasters, late sheriff of 
Brazoria county, have had the subject under consideration. The 
showing made to your committee is, that said McMasters collect- 
ed taxes by virtue of his office, under the laws of the late Repub- 
licof Texas; and in making settlement with the Comptroller 
of Public Accounts, returned lands as having been sold far taxes 
aud bid in for the State, for the want of bidders, when he had re- 
ceived the taxes in full on the same. Your committee are ad- 
vised that suit is pending in the District court of his couuty ta 
recover the amount of his defalcation. 

Your committee cannot conceive that his is a case deserving 
the sympathy of the Legislature, and are of opinion that the pra- 
cedent might prove prejudicial to the collection of the revenues 
of the State. They therefore, recommend that: the relief con- 
templated by the bill, be refused. ee . 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled an act to create the office of State Translator, have con- 
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sidered the bill, and are of opinion that the duties required of 
such an oiicer are not of sufficieut importance to justify the cre- 
ation of the office. ‘The Translator and Recorder of Spanish 
Deeds, though employed in the General Land Office, is an offi- 
cer receiving a salary from the State, and shouid perform any 
service required of him as Translator, where the State is con- 
cerned. 

Your committee, therefore, recommend that no further action 
be had on the bill. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report : 

ComMITTEE Room, Jan. 26th, 1850. 

Hon. Joun A. GREER, 

President of the Nenate: 

The Joint committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the 
following bills and find them correctly enrolled: 

The bill to anthorize the County Court of Jasper county, to 
have levied and collected a special county tax, to be applied ex- 
clusively to the erection of a jail and courthouse, for said county. 

The bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of James 
Ury, ded. l 

The joint resolntion and memorial of the Legislature of the 
State of Texas, to the President aid Congress of the U. States, 
relative to the vast and enormous depredations committed and 
being committed upon the citizens and property of tliase residing 
upon the borders and frontier of Texas, and asking an increase of 
the military establishment in Texas, for the due protection of the 
lives. persons aud property of the citizens. 

The joint resolntion making an appropriation for the per diem 
pay of the members and officers of the present Legislature. 

The joint resolutio: for the relief of J. F. Brown and Lyman 
Tarbox. 


The bill to he entitled an act for the relief of Mason W. Cope. 

The bill to be entitled an act for the relief Amos Morrell; and 

The bill for the relief of B. C. Johuson, assignee of John F, 
Stacy. 

Mr. Wallace, from the same committee, made the following re- 
port: = 

ComMITTEE Room, Jan. 26th, 1850. 
Hon. Jonn A. GREER, : 
President of the Senate: 

The bill to legalize the headiight certificate of Simon P. 

Barnes. 
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The bill to be entitied an act requiring the election of County 
Treasurer by the.people; and 

‘The bill to be entitled an act to amend the first section of an 
act entitled an act to create the county of Auderson, approved 
March 24th, 1846, 

Having been signed by the Speaker of the House of Represent- 
afives, and President of the Senate, were this morning placed In 
the office of the Governor of the State. 

Mr. Cooke, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, made the following report: s 
ComMITTEE Room, Jan. 26th, 1850. 
Hon, Joan A. GREER, . 

~ President of the Senate: 

Your committee upan Claims and Accounts, to whom was re- 
ferred a joint resolution for the relief of the estate of Lieutenant 
Lansing, dec’d. have had the same under consideration, It ap- 
pears that the charge of defalcation alluded to in the joist resolu- 
tion, appears to have grown out of a deficiency of revolvers, 
which itis presumed Lieut, Lausing was responsible for, by the 
rules and regulations of the Navy. From the statement of Com. 
Moore, it seems that the defaleation was reposted to him, but 
how far the fact of reporting a defalcation exonerates a subordi- 
nate officer in the Navy, is not known at this period. 

There is no evidence that Lieut. Lansing was a defaulter, or 
that he was censmable in any way for the deficiency of small 
arms, and the committee are of: opinion that the cha:ges“are in- 
sufficient to brand the name of a gallant officer with the crime of 
defalcation ; and therefore, beg leave tu return the joint resolu- 
tion back to the Senate, atid recommend its passage.. 

Mr. Cooke made the followitig report: 

Committee Room, Jan. 26th, 1850. 
Hon. Jonn A. GREFR, 
President of the Senate: 

"Phe Select comnittee, to whom was referred the bill to be en- 
titled an act-to anthorize and require the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, to issue patents on all surveys made in 
Peters’ Colony, having had the same under consideration, beg 
leave to report; that in the opinion of your eommittee, there is 
no good reason why thé bill should not pass, with some amend- 
ments. 

‘The only plansible objection that can he urged to the passage 
of the bill, in their opinion is, the contract made and entered into 
between the President of the Republic of Texas, and Wm.S, 
Peters and his associates, 1s still in existence, having never been 
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declared void by the judiciary of the State. By referéncé to the 
said cortiact it will be seen, that all the vacant lauds within the 
limits of said colony, reverted to, and became public domain at 
the expiration of the term of five years from and alter the first 
day of July, 1843; aud by reference to the joint resolntion, (the 
ouly authority the President bad for making the last contract,) 
it will be seen that the coutract was made only four days aiter 
the passage of said resolution, and consequently before it took 
effect, and by a further reference to said resolution and ibe coio- 
nization laws, it will be seen thet the contract aforesaid differs 
very considerably from them, aud of course null aud void so far, 
for the law only authorized the President to make a contract 
agreeably to its provisions. 

‘Tne time allowed the contractors to fulfil their last contract, 
and to make the proof to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, and to obtain for themselves and the emigrants iutroduced 
by them, tue lands they would have heen entitled to, had they 
complied with the terms of their contract, expired on the first 
day of July, 1848; and consequently. according to the terms of 
Said contract, made as aforesaid, without authority of law, all 
the vacant lands lying within the limits of said colony reverted 
to, and became public domain again on that day. and of course 
subject to the disposition of the State, and liable to be located aud 
surveyed froin and after that day, by virtue of any genuine land 
certificate, honnty warrant or other evidence of title to land. 

If there were any Jaw in force anthorizing the making of this 
last contract, and should the contractors establish the faet of their 
full and complete compliance with all the terms and conditions 
of said contract, then they will be entitled to premium lands ; 
but the colonization laws above referred to will compel them to 
select said lands from the vacant land within the limits of said 
colony. ‘ 

- The committee will here repeat that the reservation of the ter- 
Titory comprised within said colony limits, only continued to the 
first day of July, 1848, and no longer. The contractors then, 
have no preference in said colony over any holder of a gennine 
land certificate, bounty warrant, & 2., from and after that day, nor 
can they hold the said territory in reservation for themselves to 
the exclusion of others, All the rights they had to obtain patents 
for lands in said colony, by virtue of their contract ended then, 
arid from thence their only remedy, in the opinion of the com- 
mittee, rest in the Judiciary ef the State. Shonld they succeed 
in establishing the fact of their full and complete compliance 
with all of the terms and conditions of their contract, as afore- 
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said ; then, in the estimation of your committee, the contractors 
will be entitled to a certain portion of each settler’s land, and to 
ten premium sections besides, for every hundred fam lies intro- 
duced and settled by them in ‘suid colony ; but, still the premium 
Jauds will have to beselected by them as beforestated, fiom the 
vacant land, because the Jaw says so. 


It is well known to some of your committee, that the contrac- 
tors have totally failed to comply with the conditions of their 
contract, 


In consideration of the above facts, and for many others that 
might be adduced, were it necessary, your committee return the 
bill with the following amendments, and recommend the adoption 
of the amendments aud the passage of the bill. 


WILDS.K. COOKE, Chairman. 
Amendments. 
lst. Insert in the caption, after the woid “ Peters,” the word 


 Mercer’s,” and change the word * colony ” in the caption, into 
the plural number. 


2d. Insert in the thirteenth line, first section, after the words 
s associates,” the words “ Charles Fenton Mercer and his asso- 
ciates.” . 

3d. Add after the last word of the bill, the following: “ pro- 
vided, that no survey that conflicted or interfered with an actnal 
settler at the time it was made, shall be patented until the diffi- 
culty is seitled between the parties, according to the existing 
laws upon that subject. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
whom was referred a joint resolution granting the Hon. Fielding 
Jones, Judge of the 10th Judicial district. leave of absence from 
the State ; reported the same back to the Senate and recommend- 
ed its passage, 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred a bill for the relief of the heirs at law of Jo- 
seph Thompson, dec’d.; reported the same back to the Senate and 
asked to be discharged from its further consideration. 

Mr. Burleson, chairman of the committee on Military Affairs, 
to whom was referred a bill for the relief of the heirs of those 
who fell with Fannin, Ward, Travis. Grant and Johrsen, during 
the war with Mexico in the vear 1836; reported the same back 
to the Senate and recommended its passage, 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill to authorize Judges of the District 
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conrts to hold special terms of the District courts ; reported the 
same back to the Senate, and recommended its passage. 
Mr. Gage made the following reports 
Committee Room, Jan. 25th, 1850. 
Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: i 

The Special committee, to whom was referred a bill to estab- 
lish the ninth Judicial district. The memorial of a portion of 
the citizens of the 4th Jndiciai district relative to the formation of 
new district. : 

A hill to be entitled an act to define the time of holding the Dis 
trict courts in ‘the fifth Judicial district; also, the resolutions 
passed by the citizens of Rusk and adjoining counties at Hen- 
derson, Rusk county, asking the creating of anew Judicial dis- 
trict, to be composed of the counties of Rusk, Smith, Cherokee, 
Anderson, Houston, Angelina and Nacogdoches; having re- 
ported a bill for the formation of a new District, to be composed of 
the above named connties ; and upon a hill for the creation of the 
twelfth Judicial distric to be composed of a part of the counties 
composing the fourth Judicial district, all of which is returned 
to the Senate, the committee respectfully ask to be discharged 
from a further consideration of the subject matter above alluded 
to. f D. GAGE, Chairman. 

Mr. Pease, from the Judiciary committee, made the following 
report: 

CommitrtTseE Room, Jan. 26th, 1550. 

Hon. Joun A, GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The committee on the Juaiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to organize the caunty of Ellis, have con- 
sidered the same, and recommend the following amendments: 

In the Ist section, 6th line, strike ont “third Monday of Feb- 
-ruary.” and insert “first Monday in Angust” 

In the 6th section, 2d line, strike ont “ first ” and insert “third.” 

In the Sth section, in the 2d and 3d lines, strike out the words 
“third Monday of February,” and insert “ first Mouday in Au- 
gust” 

In the 1st section, add to the end thereof, the following : 

“And until the seid county of Ellis is organized, under the 

- Provisions of this act, all the territory, which under this act 
wonld be subject to the jurisdiction of Bilis county, s* all be con- 
sidered as attached to, and forming a part of Navarro county. 

With these amendinents the committee recommend the passage 
of the bill, 


570 


. Mr. Parker made the following report: 

ComMirreEe Room, jao: 26th, 1860, 

Hon, Jonn A. GREER, 

President of the Senate : 

The Select committee, to whom the bill providing for the 
removal of the Strpreme court to Henderson, in Rusk county, 
was referred. in their deliberation upon that interesting ard mo- 
mentotis subject, entertaining different opmions in regard to the 
policy af the measure contemplated, could not by any ordinary 
process of reasoning, artive ata conclusion satislactory to them- 
selves and to all parts of the State. 

A different result, however, could not have been anticipated 
from the members of the committee; some of whom, have so 
long busked under the vertical rays of the Supreme court, that 
they would complain if its beams‘fell obliquely upon them, while 
oihers perverting the.common sense oldest law of nature, requi- 
ring all bodies to seek light in the Bast. hate groped ‘their way 
westwardly alter it, until exhansted and hewildered, they well 
nigh doubt the reality of its «xistence. If those be mistuken, 
should the court be regarded as worthy of preservation? — Is its 
ultimate safety, its salvation, a subject of sincere anxiety to our 
brethren of the West? To doubt it, wouid be unpardonable. 
The court is iocated on the remote limits of christian abode, 
where it has been sustained by faith alone for ten years. Il is 
time the probation should cease, and a suitable recompense be 
awarded, by trans porting it to regions of life, the haven ot safety, 
where assailants froin the East will be driven back by the invin- 
cible Trinity, and those from the West be repelled by the ont- 
stretched arm of Ged, vulgarly called the Brazos de Dios. There 
it may rest qu etly, and had it been planted there when the Lone 
Star first appeared above the politica! horizon, its existence would 
not be now questioned by those from the dark and gloomy East, 
who, for so many long and tedions years have followed it as an 
igs fatuus, from the briny marshes on the Gulf of Mexico, in 
the South, almost to the enchanted rock of the North. From this 
point, at one time, it is said. a voice more attractive, milder far 
than Aeolus, endowed his favorite harp with saying to the East, 
“do not ask for all the court, but be content to divide and wke 
half”? Amazed to hear the beguiling tones of justice, so near the 
Indian’s wigwam, the conrtseekers respond, “tis well, let the bat- 
gain here be closed. Give us half. What sav you now breth- 
ren? What say you? Speak at once like men and brethren, 
for longer we may not tarry. since the treasure we bronght up, is 
exhausted, and we must hasten back to toil for more, lest the 
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Lipans and Tonks should roast your hands and herd your cattle 
far away, if treasure, the ranger’s food after labor,does not bright- 
ly shine 1a the larder.” The mild seductive voice continues,— 
“Ave, you speak truly, we must all depart to our respective homes 
at once, there is not time enough at present to divide, but when 
next we meet, two years hence, it may well be cone.” 

‘Two years elapse: the subject is resumed ; the. winning voice 
is heard again, but this time from behind a constitutional ram- 
part, exe aiming “talk no more of half the court; ask for one- 
third. there ace three-thirds of it; oue for the east, one for the 
middie, and one for the west! So it is plainly written in the 
third verse, of the fourth chapter of the book of the command- 
meuts, sometimes called the Con titution of the State, This is 
the law and we must not violate it, lest we he called to jndgment 
for doing that which we are not commanded todo. But it is 
time now for you to retarn to those who sent you, therefore, the 
eourt cannot be divided at present. Yen are, however, in the 
hands of brethren, and when you come up at the end of two 
short years, this thing may be done.” Singgishly revolve 
the wheels of time, at last their circuit 1s accomplished, the east 
and the west embrace in the House, where rules of justice are 


' mannfactnred ; and in the morning of business, they from the 


courtless eastern land, renew their appeal in the north end, in the 
sonth eud, and likewise, of the law factory, for part of the Su- 
preme court, any part of it This ume the voice answers, “ it 
is unwise to divide it any way, we prefer giving all to you ; but 
only wait uutil we choose us a place and build thereon a new 
house for the nse of the law makers who are to succeed us, aud 
all will be right.” 

Joseph was in the hands of his brethren until they fraternized 
him into Bzyptian bondage. The east has heen tantalized from 
time to time, throngh every scene of the farce; the enrtain is 
about to fall and leave her with her unsupplied wants, exposed 
the ribald jeering of every waggish looker on in Austin. 

Ts it thus, that one-half of the State affords relief to the other 
half! 'Thns, that sister answers the petition of sister! 

Is it not just, that one-half of the people shonld enjoy as much 
of their government as the other half. This has been the sub- 
ject of petition, of barter, of demand, for ten years. The subtle- 
ty of logic ean no longer lead to error in this case ; therefore. let 
not those to whom appeals for justice are made, reply thatthe 
east is divided on the question ; this is a Sophist’s argument, for 
though the west has ever been united, yet not once so in all the 
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time in favor of the petitions. No, the west has never been even 
divided against the east upon this subject. 

When the veil is removed, and the fact disclosed, it appears 
that not only the whole west did not measure out justice to the 
east, upon any occasion, but that no available portion of the 

west has yet done it ! 

Can the west look upon this dugnereotype picture without ex- 
perieucing an additional pulsation ? If yea, the picture will be 
true to life. Shall the east say this is the likeness of my sister 
west? Or will she say I kaow the likeness, but it is not that of 
a sisier. 

The scene is about to close, let not the curtain fall between the 
east and her hopes, as the after piece is yet to be played, and she 
caunot sustain Herself without them. 

Will the deliberate calculator disclose the result of such confu- ` 
sion as must ensue another disappointment tothe east? Then 
will the patriotic ‘Texian avert his eyes ; then will the colonists, 
the early settlers see faction west of faction, struggle for superi- 
ority, where once the Lone Star was the pride of all. The bril- 
lianey of that planet in her first morning was the wonder of the 
age; buta greater may be wrought by the same agents that sup- 
plied the revolntionary fire with fuel in 1835 and 1836 ; these 
may make the morning of her life the evening of her di-solution 3 
they may drive her with cometic speed, through the political 
firmament, from the highest to the lowest point of glory. 

No servile heart throbs in a Texian bosom. No artist so skill- 
ful as to forge a chain for Texian freemen—they justly appre- 
ciate equality and freedom, and disdain every secondary position, 
Not oue of them will ever ‘abla superiority over another, or se- 
riously essay a foliy so pregnant with discord as that! Abund- 
ant vivacity characterize: them; this has occasionally produced 
bickerings among them, but gond sense has quelled them with- 
out au effort. Will an exception be presented now? Let the 
close of this Legislature declare. Upon the docket of the Su- 
preme conrt stand two hundred and fifty canses, sent np from 
the conntry east of the Brazos; from that west of the Brazos, 
only one hundred and twenty-five. The total population east of 
the Brazos river, is one hundred and nine thousand five hundred 
and seventy. The tota! popnlation west of the Brazos is, forty- 
eight thousand, five hundred and eightv-eight. The total amount 
of ‘Taxes assessed for the year 1849, on the east: side of the 
Brazos is $71,062,30. The total amount assessed for the same 
year, n the west side of the Brazos rivet is $40,231,75. The 
amount assessed in the east over the amount assessed in the 
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west, is thirty-two thousand eight hundred and thirty dollars 
fiilty*eight cents. Amount assessed in those counties lying ot 
both sides of the Brazos river, teu thousand four hundred and 
seven dollars and ninety-nine cents. 

Shall the convenievces of government be distributed among 
the citizens east and west ofthe Brazos in that proportion 2 ‘The 
smaller divisiou west of the Brazos fasserts a right exorbitant in 
extent, and unfounded in reason and justice, This is done with 
so much gravity, aud in such business-like style, that no one ex- 
cepta Texian can penetrate the veil, and discover the jake, lurk- 
ing behind it. Tt has had the Supreme court from its first argan- 
ization, and therefore, claims it with as much calmness, as if the 
people in the east were common white folks, and not Texians, 

The west have enjoyed the fun while the east paid the fiddler, 
but now the frolic is over, The dnan lurid flash of the Lone Star 
Sitting in tears, admonishes the west and the east to do justice to 
one another.. Shall that Star which scorched to death the pride 
of the Mexican self-styled Napolean of America, and lighted a 
new born nation to freedom and renown, be permitted to disap- 
pear in sorrow? Or, will the east and the west by a mutual 
pledge of justice and equality, entice it back to noonday bright- 
ness, and jointly strive to increase its splendor, and cause it ever 
to preside over their integrity. = | 

If the east and west are sisters, let their actions proclaim it to 
the world; if they are twin sisters, let them love the more. H 
they are parts of the same body, they are naturally dependant on 
each other, Does their love manifest itself by reciprocal acts of 
justice? All who look on see it isnot so, The east complains 
that she has not been fairly dealt by; that she has wanted a Su- 
preme court, that she has wanted one for many years, but that 
the west would not let her have it, that the west would not give 
her a half nor a third of one. T 

The question is, will the west give her ove now? Let the 
west say yes, and do yes, and the east will be satisfied ; let her say 
no, aud the east will not complain, but she will have a Supreme 
court, l 

The minority of the committee recommend the passage of the 
bill. ISAAC PARKER, Chairman. 

Mr. Van Derlip, fromthe committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred the subject of the destfuction of the records of the 
Surveyor’s office of Rusk Land District; reported 

A bill to provide for the retiéf of the sufferers by the destruc- - 
tion of the records and certificates of the Land Office in the dis- 


trict of Rusk } read first time. 
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. Mr. Ward, from the committee dn Enrolled Bills, made the 
followiug report: 
: CommiTteE Room, Jan. 26th, 1350. 
Hon. Joan A. GREER, 
President of the. Senate : 

The committee on EnroHed Bills, presented the following 
bills to the Governor for his approval on the <5th inst., the same 
having been sigued by the Speaker of the House and President of 
the Senate, viz: 

A bill entitled an act for the relief of General Memuean Hunt. 

A bill entitled an act for the relief of Richard B. Jarman. 

A bill to be entitled au act to authorize the County Court ef 
Harrison county, to have record book B, of bonds, deeds, mort- 
gages and other instruments of writing now in the County 
Clerk’s office of said county, transcribed. 

A joint resolution relative to extending the civil jurisdiction of 
the State of Texas, over the south half, aud criminal jurisdiction 
over the whole of Red River. 

A bill entitled an act for the relief of Uzziell Baggett, 

A bill entitled an act for the relief of Aramenta D. Allen, heir 
at law of Preston P. Allen, lately a soldier in the army of Texas. 

A joiut resolation for the relief of Joseph Branham. 

A oint resolution for the relief Elizabeth Hart. 

A bill entitled an act to extend and define the eastern bounda- 
ry of Caldwell county. 

A bill entitled an act to incorporate the Bexar manufacturing 
company. 

Mr. Moffett. chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed. 

A. bill to incorporate the Houston Plank Road Company. 

A bill for the relief of James Nelson. 

* An act to amend an act entitled an act to provide for ascertain- 
‘ing the debt of the late Republic of Texas. 

‘Joint resolution, relative 10 making the Port of Aransas, a port 
of entry, and to erect a lighthouse on Mustang island. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of . 
John L. Dabney. 

A bill concerning patents for land. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
whom was referred a bill ta- amend the 4th section of an act for 
the regulation of Pilots, at the mouth-of the Brazos river, ap- 
proved March 18, 1848 ; reported the same back to the Senate, 
and recommended its passage. ` 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 


may, 


575 


Claims, to whom was teferred a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Tilman Baker, dec’d., reported the same back to the Senate, and 
recommended its passage, 

Mr. Pease introduced a bill to regulate the proceedings in civil 
actions ; read first time. ; 

On motion of Mr Van Derlip, the rule was suspended, bill 
read secoud time.and referred to the commi:tee on the Judi- 
clary. 

Mc. Robertson introduced a bill to regulate the issuance of 
land certificates, by the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice; read first time, 2 
* On motion of Mr. Robertson, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred to the committea on Public Lands. 
` Mr. Portis, from the Judiciary committee, made the following 
report: 

CoMMITTEE Room, Jan. 26th, 1850. 
Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 

The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred a joint reso- 
lution for the removal of Indiaas beyond the limits of the State of 
Texas, have had the same under consideration, and have instruct- 
ed me to report the same back to the Senate with an amendment 
to the 3d section of the preamble, and recommend the passage of 
the same. aa 

The committee deem the discussion of the necessity of this 
policy superfluous. The full reports from the committee on In- 
dian Affairs, and other standing committees of the Senate, rela- 
tive to the Indian tribes upon our frontiers, renders a repetition 
wholly unnecessary. The Indians must be either removed by the 
Government of the United States, according to her settled policy, 
or they must be extinguished by us. The Republie of Texas 
attempted at various periods to rstrain the migratory tribes of 
Indians roaming within the territory of the Republic by treaties, 
but these proved ineffectual and unavailing, No treaty has ever 
been entered into with them, which they have not disregarded 
and violated. .The tribes of Indians infesting our borders, have 
no permanent residence within our limits. They are predatory ` 
bands from the great tribes settled by the United States west of 
the Mississippi river. in conjunction with the roving bands from 
the great prairies of the west. They belong to the United States,’ 
and she is responsible for their conduct. 

Your committee beg leave to say that there seems to be on the 
part of the government of the U. States, a perverse and obstinate’ 
disposition to misunderstand our relations with the Indian tribes 
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ameng ns, and an equally-ane: rant assumption, ‘that they ünder- 
stand c aur rights and interests - better- than ourselves, {t seems 
never to have occurred to their sapient councillors, that there 

Were subject matters of national relations which they d.d notin- 
derstand, and about which they were not-wel! informed. ‘no mat- 
ter how apparent it-niight dppéar to the balance of the world. 
We demand, as we have a right, that the Indian tribes on our 
borders, aud among whom the government of the United, Statés: 
have their agents, and. who are atid have been for a’ Teng: period. 
at open war with ts, shall’ he removed ‘from our Hinits, and re: 
strained from their incursions upon us. The government of the; 
United States stands pledged to protect her own citizens from the” 
Indians and the loug line of Mexican border upon our frontier, 
and the committee deem the’ recommendation of the joint-rese- 
lution, as a policy dictated alike by necessity and experience. 
All of ‘which, is respectfully: reported. ; 

DAVID Y. PORTIS, > 
; ` one of the committee, 

Mr. Burleson, dharan of the committee on Military Affairs, . 
to. whom was referred joint resolittion previdibe for the most ef 
ficient and certain protection of the exposed borders aid frontiers 
of Texas, against the continued hostility and depredatious:, of the’ 
indians, tagether with several Eixecttfive. cominuni¢ations, rela: 
ting to late Indian massacres and robberies ; reported the sami” 
back, with the following amendinenit, and recommended its goon: 
tion and passage t - 

Amend by striking out “a the 2d section, all’ ‘after the wort: : 
“demand.” in the eleventh line, and insert “instruct oor Tidian- 
Agent at Washington, and instruet our Senators and reqitest our 
Representatives to cooperate with said agent,” 

Mr. Cooke, chairman of the committee on Claims. and Ac 
counts, made the following report: - ites 

CoMMITTER- Room, Jan. 26, 1850." 

"Hon. Joas A. GREER, 

President of the Senata. oe “es 

The committee on Clainis and Accounts, to whom was riferreld” 
the memorial of John A. King, a citizen oft West! Feliciana pim 
the State af Louisiana, protesting against the action ofthe- Audi: 
tor and ‘Comptroller; in the scaling èfa debt due‘him by the Jate 
Repnblic, under-the act of 20th March, 1848, have had the 54 same: 
under consideration, and beg leave ‘to: resort: ý e 

That the memorialist, i appear fs, Yield elaims against the late, 
Republic, tothe amonhf of $12.300, ‘ahd ir compliance with an: 
act to provide for ascertaining the debt off thé Hate Républic-of 


577 


Texas,” presented the same to the Anditor and Comptroller, and 
received from then a certificate, showing the par valne thereof 
as required by the 4th section of the above recited act, upon the 
receipt of which certificate, Mr. King wrote a long communica- 
tiou to tae Anditor aud Coinptrotler, protesting in the most ear- 
nest mwner, azainsi thelr action in the matter, and against the 
ceruficate of depreciation, as he terins it being taken and con- 
sidered as an equlluble ascertains ‘ut of the value of his claim, 
or his hoidtug i being considered a waiver of the lien held by 
hi n on the honor and good f.ith of the late Republic. The me- 
Mort iist appends the above mentioned correspondence, aud ap- 
peals to the Lesislatare for redress, declaring his belief that “ no 
financial arunce, or elap-trap pole y to defr.ud him of his just 
rights,” will ever be countenanuced by said body. Mr King says 
a great many things, and a great many things he leaves unsaid. 
H- does not say in plain words that he thiuks we are dishonest 
and will not piy our debts, but intimates pretty clearly that he 
has deubts upon the subject ; he will not, for one moment be- 
lieve or insinuate, he says, that it is mtended to make him the | 
“ scape goat,” to settle a p maple of assumed and arbitrary de- 
_preciation, é&c., which has uo application in honor, eqnity or 
law. His remarks are about upon a par with him who would go 
iuto a crowd and publicly say to one of the number, sir, you have 
taken from me articles of value, contrary to my wishes, if you 
keep them, you are a thief, but I will not suppose for a moment 
that you intend doing so—thus slandering, threatening and per- 
~suading at the same time. He trets and scolds like a cross old 
lady ; uot seeming to recollect for a moment, the ditficulties, the 
enibarrassments, the fiery trials through which Texas has passed 
within the last thirteen vears, He does not seem to recollect that 
she has successfully gone through a revolution, apparallelled in 
the history of the world, when her numbers and resources, com- 
pared with those of her enemy, are considered. 


Texas intends to pay her debts. Ifthis cannot be done in the 
time and manner most desirable to herself and her creditors, it 


will be done as equitably in every sense of the word, as may be 
possible, under the circumstances. 


The committee do not believe that the Auditor and Comptrol- 
Jer felt or exercised too much power, nor did they forget the pe- 
titioners rights, but acted in strict compliance with the 4th sec- 
tiou of the above recited act. They have treated all the credi- 
tors alike, aud only reduced his claim as they did all others, to 
the actual par value realized by the late Republic, thereby pre- 
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serving the rights of the State, and doing the memonialists no in- 
justice. Í 

‘There is a bill now before the Legislature, proposing to liqni- 
date the public debt with our pubic domain, which will allow 
Mr. King an opportunity of preseuting his certificate and re- 
ceiving the amount of ms claim tp laud. The committee, there- 
fore. return the memorial to the Senate, and beg leave to be dis- 
charged from the further consideratio of the same. 

WILDS K. COOKE, Chairman. 

Mr. Portis introduced a jolut resolution relating tu the mails 

in ‘Texas; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Gage, joint resolution making provisions for 
surveying a certain quantity of University land, was taken {rom 
the table ; read third time and nassed. 

A bill to incorporate the Gilveston and Brazos Navigation 
Company ; read third time and passed, by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs, Brashear, Burlesou, Cooke. Davis, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Philips, Portis, 
Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip and Walker—19. 

Nays: Noue. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Governor to subscribe for 250 
copies of the 2dand 3d volumes of the Decisions of the Supreme 
court of this State; read third time. 

Mr. Latimer moved to amend by striking ont “50.” Lost. 

Mr. Wallace moved to ameud by suiking ont “ 20u and.” 
Lost. 


Mr. Wallace moved to refer the bill to a Select committee; 
upon which the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moilett Parker, 
Trouit, Ward, Walker and Watlace—10. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Kinney, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor and Van 
Derlip—12. 


Motion to refer lost, 

The joint resolution was then passed by the following vote : 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Gage, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, 
Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Van Derlip, Ward and 
Walker—14. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Grimes, McRae, Moffett, Par- 
ker, ‘Truit and Wa!lice—8, 
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Mr. Portis offered the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, ‘nat the sum of $23 be appropriated out of the 
appropriation for the contingent expenses of the Legislature, to 
M. B. Irwin, torthe hire of a porter, from the 5th day uf Novein- 
ber tu the 3d day of December, 1349.. 

‘Lae follo ving bulls and jout resolutions were severally read a 
third tune and passed, viz: 

‘A bill to create the twelfth Judicial district. 

A bill to remove froin the possession of tne County Clerk of 
Webb county, all books, papers, documents and other property 
belonziny, or any way appertaiulug to the city of Laredo, to 
the city council. 

A bul for the relief of Francis L. Merriwether and Peter P., 
Harding. 


A bill to extend the jurisdiction of Medina county, for certain 
purposes. 

Joint resolution for rhe relief of Charies Morgan and Robert 
Rose. 


Joint resolution for the relief of Zebulon M. Porter; and 

Joint resolution for the reltef of Samue! C. Douglass, 

A bill supplementary to an act to apportion the Senators and 
Representatives of the Legislature, amoug the several counties 
of this State, according to the reqnirements of the Constitution, 
sul, Jan., 1857), together withthe report of the committee on 
Privileges and Elections, offering a substitute therefor; was 
read; sibstitnte adopted, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill or the relief of Thomas Garner, assignee of Hiram H. 
Millions; read and passed to a third reading. 

A billto legalize certain headright certificates, issued by the 
Conuty court of Refugio county, together with the report of the 
com nittee on the Judiciary, offering a substitute therefor; was 
read. substitttte adopted and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of William C. Sparks, assignee of James 

“W. Willis; read and passed to a third reading, ` ~ 

A bill to repeal an act authorizing the appointment of a Fiscal 
Agent, &c., together with the report of the committee on Fi- 
nance, recommending that it be laid npon the table; was read. © 

Ou motion of Mr. Gage, the report was laid upon the table, 
and bill taken up. 


Mr. Ward moved to lay the bill upon the table. 

Upon which, the yeas and nays wereas follows : 

Yeas: Messrs, Brashear, Davis, Grimes, Kinney, Moffett, 
Pease, Phillips, Van Derlip and Ward—9, 
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Nays: Messrs, Burleson, Gage, Hart, Latimer, Parker, Portis, 
Robertson, Taylor, ‘Prnit, Walker, and Waltace—ll. Lost. 
The bill was then passed tu a thiid reading, by the following 
vote: i 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Gage, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, 
Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Trait, Walker and Wallace 
—13. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Grimes, Kinney, Pease, Taylor, Van 
Der!ip and Ward—7. 

Mr. Cooke, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, made the following report: 

ComMitrreE Room, Jan. 26th, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. Greer, 

President of the Senate: 

Your committe on Clatuis and Accounts, have under consid- 
eration the petition of G. M. Norton and G. W.and P. E. Norton, 
and have instructed me to report, that they believe the Legisla- 
ture has already taken proper action on the subject of the matter 
of the peution, affording all holders of gove.nme st credits 
an opportnully of presenting their claims for adjustmeut. The 
Auditor and Comptroller are required by law to submit their 1e- 
port to the Legisiature for revision. If any iujustice has been 
done'to any patty, it must and will be corrected in connection 
With this report, comparing the report with the evidences of ori- 
ginal indebtedness. lt we assume to act on jndividual cases, 
presented as the present ove is, without any statement of evi- 
dence as to the origin of the claim, we must not only act without 
any data by which to be governed, but involve ourselves by the 
precedent, to au extent that would require our session to be con- 
tinued froni year to year, to the entire neglect of all general leg- 
islation. Your committee, therefore, recommend that the peti- 
tion be laid upon the table. 

The President announced the following communication : 

City of Austin, Jan. 25th, 1850, 
To the Hon. the President of the Senate: 

The undersigned, a committee appointed upon the part of the 
Metropolitan Division of the Sous of Temperance, to invite the 
Honorable Senate to unite with said Division in a public proces- 
sion on ‘Tuesday morniug next, respectfully beg leave.now to 
discharge that duty, throngh you Mr. President, and to ask the 
honor of an acceptance of the invitation. 

We have the honor to be, with high respect, 
CBAS. L. MANN, < D. J. MILLER, 
WM. SIMPSON, J. C. RAYMOND, 
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Mr. Robertson moved that the Senate accept the invitation. 

U on which the yeas aud nays were called, aud were as follows: 

Yer: — Messrs., Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Tay- > 
lor, Tout, Walker and Wallace—15, 

Nays: Messrs. Pease, Phillips, Van Derlip and Ward—4, 
Carried, 

Mr. Ward, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report: i 

The com-uittee on Enrolled Bills have examined a hill enti- 
tled an act to establish aud tncorporate a literary institution, nuder 
the superv.sion and control of the Eastern Texas Annual Con- 
ferences, located ator near the town of Henderson, Rusk county , 
in this State, aud tind the same correctly enrolled. 

Ou motion of Mr, Latimer, the Senate adjourned. 


Monpay, 9 o'clock, a. m. January 28th, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President—-Senators 
present: Messrs, Brashear, Barleson, Cooke, Davis. Gage, Grimes, 
Hart, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, 
Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Trait, Ward, Walker aud Wallace, 

Tae Journalsof Saturday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committe on Conuty Boundaries, 
to wnom was referred a bili supplementary to an act to amend an 
act supi lementary fo an act to create and organize the county of 
Panola; reported the same baek to the Senate with an amend- 
ment, aid recommend its adoption and the passage of the bill. 

Amendment. Strike ont the 2d section, 

Mr Robertson. chairman of the Select committee, to which 
was referred a bill to anthorize the Governor to appoint a Gene- 
ral Staff, aud to organize the militia of this State, reparted the 
same back to the Senate, with an amendment, and recommend- 
ed its adoption. and the passage of the bill, 

Amendment: additional, to be section 5. 

“Sec. 5. That actnal service shall apply to officers and sol- 
diers, who are actually in the field, engaged in defending the 
country from invasion, insurrection and Indian depredation, and 
no pay shall be allowed under any other circumstances,” 

Mr, Robertson from the same committee, also, made the follow- 
ing report: 

Tne Select committee to whom’ was referred a bill to repeal 
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an act providing for closing of the business of the late War and 
Marine Department, and to trausfer the books, recordsand papers 
of the Adjutant General’s Office to the office of Secretary of State, 
Have duly cousidered the same, and a majority of the committce 
have instructed me to report, that this office contains docrments 
of great importance to the people of the State :importaut lu many 
points of view, connected with the Listory, interest ana ng bts of 
the per ple of the State, aud documents that will be needed by 
many. as references if the establishment of right that Pave here- 
tofore accraed, as we'las rights not yet perfected ; ard it 1s. also, 
the proper office for the records connected with the organ’z ition 
of the milita of the State. all of which documents, 1n the opiwon 
of the com.nittee, should be kept unconnected with the l usiness 
proper of the State Department. Iv the opinion of the eommuuttee, 
the principle of asaving of expense, as eontended for by some, 
if exaunned and prop erly understond, would have but litle or no 
bearing. ‘The salary of the Adjutant General. by the law. as it 
now stands, 1s one thonsand dollars which amount Is considera- 
bly decreased hy the fees paid for copies of documents furnished 
from the office. If they are trauslerred to the Statedepartinent, an 
additional ¢ erk will have to be furmished, at a salary of uot less 
than six hundred and fifty dollars. so that the saving In eapeuse 
wilt be very small, and in the opinion of the comnuttee, not suffi- 
cint to jnstify the ineumbering of the State department, with those 
documents, and iu the opinion of the committee, the importance 
of the documents in that office, counected as they are, with our 
history, and in many lstauces, containing the only historical 
evidence of important events, connected with our brilliant and 
eventful revolution, demands at onr hands, their separate preser- 
vation ; the record of those events. as well as the judmadual par- 
ticipalors in the scenes they record, are fast passing away: the 
one from our mind, the others to that country from whose bourne 
no traveller requrus. The committee, therefore, re: ort the bill 
back to the Senate, and reconimend that it be imidetinitelv post- 
poned, J. B. ROBERSTON. Chairman. 

Mr. Burleson, chairman of the committee on udian Affairs, 
made the folowing report: 

Comnirrre Room, Jan. 28h, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 

President of the Senate. 

The committee on It dian Affairs. have had the petition of the 
citizens of Tyler county praying an appropriation of money to 
purchase land for the settlement of a renmaut of Alabama In- 
dians, now resident within said county, vuder consideration, aud 
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report, that it appears to them that it wonld be injudicious, per- 
manently to locate any Todiane within the heart of the State; 
and that these Indians come .roperly, under tue control of the 
Uuited States Indian Ager: a Texas. 

We would, consequen:.y, returu the petition to the Senate, and 
recommend that no farther action be had on the subject, 

Mr. Portis, from the Jud.elary co +e uttee, to which was refer- 
red a bill for the revief of Martha Me Buide aud Muarzaret Gar- 
net, reported the same bick to the Senate, aud re: ommended that 
the proviso be stricken out, and tha. ine bill be passed. 

Mr, Robertson, chairman of the committee ou Stute Affairs, to 
when was ieferred a till to provide for the removal of the ar- 
chives of the State, to the seat of government, if removed from 
Austin by vote ol the people in the year 1550; reported the same 
back to the Sevate, wihout any achon an the part of the com- 
mittee, and asked to be discharged from dis.fnither consideiation. 

Mr. Robertson, fiom the same committee, to which was refer- 
red a bill rezulating estrays ; reported the same back to the Sen- 
ate, aud recommended its passage, 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of Win. W. Wallace, pray- 
ing for a leagne and labor of 'and. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Lind Claims. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the fallow ing bills correctly engrossed : 

A bill relative to the proof of the statute and common law of 
E States and Territories of the United States. 

An act for the rehef of George ©, Arnest. 

A till for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Charles Murchard. decd. 


A bill donating one league of land to widow Elizabeth Ry- 
als 


A bill for the relief of John E Linn. 

Mr. Ward, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report: 

CoMMITTEE Roow, Jan, 23th, 1850. 

Hon. Joun A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The committee on Frirolled Bills, presented to the Governor 
for his approval on the 26th inst, a bill entuled an act to estab- 
lish and incorporate a hterary institntion under the supervision 
and control of the Eastern Texas Annual Conference, located at 
or near the town of Henderson, Rusk county, in this State ; the 
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same having been signed by the Speaker of the House and Presi- 
dent of the Senate. 

Mr. Burleson introduced a bill for the benefit of the heirs of 
Mrs. Isham Tooke; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Joint resolution relative to making the Port of Aransas, a port 
of entry, aud to erect a lighthouse upou Mustang Island; read 
third time. 

Mr. Moffett offered a substitute for it, by way of amendment, 
Adopted, and passed. 

The following bills and joint resolutions were severally read 
a third time and passed, viz: 

A bill to amend an act to provide for ascertaining the debt of 

_ the late Repnblie of Texas 

A bill for the reliefof James Nelson. 

A bill concerning patents for land. 

A hill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
John L. Dabney. 

A bill for the relief of William C. Sparks, assignee of Samuel 
W. Willis. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Garner, assignee of Hiram H. 
Millions. 

A bill to repeal an act anthorizing the appointment of a Fiscal 

. Agent, and for the better secuiily of the revenue, approved March 
“20th, 1 48.. 

A bi'l to S the Honston Plank Road Company ; read 
third time and passed, by the following vote : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Grimes, Kinney, Latimer, 
McRae. Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Robertson, Taylor, 
Troit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—17. 

Nays: None. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred joint resolution for the rehef of 
Chiistopher Troute and R. M. Davis: and jomt resolution for 
the relief of William R. Baker; reported the same back to the 
Senate and recommended their passage, 

A bill to amend an act to establish the Jndicial districts of the 
District conrts ; read second time. 

Ou motion of Mr. Robertson, referred to a Select committee, 

Messrs, Robertson, Cooke and Walker were appointed said 
committee, 

Joint resolution providing more effectually for the protection 


585 


of the frontier of Texas ; read second time and passed toa third 
reading, 

A bil to provide for the relief of the sufferers by the destruc- 
tion of the records and certificates of the laud office, in the dis- 
trict of Rusk ; read second umie. 

Mr. Van Deriip uffered to amend by adding the following ad- 
ditio:al section: 

“ Be it further enacted, That this act shall take effect and be 
in force from aud after its passage.” 

Adoj ted. and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On roton of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended, bill read a 
third time and passed. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, that the Hease had passed the following 
bills and jomt resolutions, originating in the House, viz: 

A bill to amend the 130th section of an act regulating pro- 
ceedings in civil suits, approved May 13th, 1846. 

A biil to fix the price of land certificates to be issued by the 
Counnissioner of the Geueral Land Office. 

Joint resolution instructing onr Senators, and reqnesting our 
Representatives in the United States Congress, to oppose the sub- 
stitution of specifice duties on imports, iu place of the present ad 
valorem system; and 

Joint resolntion relative to frontier protection. 

Also, that the House had adopted the substitute of the Senate 
for a bil! to provide for distributiug the reports of the Decisions 
of the Supreme court of this State; also, 

That the House had concurred in the amendments of the Sen- 
ate to a joint resolution to provide tor the peyn ent of translating 
the laws of the Ist and 2d sessions of the Legislature into Ger- 
man, and for printing the same, 

Mr. Cooke, from the committee on Public Lands, made the 
following report: 

CommitTEE Room, Jan. 28th, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. Greer, 

President of the Senate: 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to authorize the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issue patents on certificates issued by the board 
of Land Commissioners of Robertson connty, ander certain res- 
trictions, have had the same nnder consideration, and have in- 
structed me to report the bill, with an amendment, ana recom- 
mend its passage. The committee believe the bill to be demand- 
ed alike, by justice and equity. A large and meritorious class of 
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our citizens have been delayed fora long time, and must be de- 
feated io their just rights, without the Legislative re'iet they seek. 
N» injustice can be Cone the State, and no fraud can be presumed 
under the provisions of the bii. The mistake and madveitance 
of a Clerk, has had the effect to prevent the citizens of Robe:tson 
county orseven years, frem obtaining their patents, and the 
cominittee can see no substantial evil which can possibly follow 
the passage of the bill. 
WILDS K. COOKE, 
one of the committee. 
Amendment. 

Add to the end of the secend section. “ Provided. that the pro- 
visions ct this act shall not extend to any certificate issued by 
any board of Land Commissio ers of Robertson county, previous 
to the first day of August, 1842.” 

Joint resolution d-manding of the Federal Government of the 
United States, the immediate abolition of all Military Govern- 
menut within the Territory of the State of Texas and anthorizing 
the Governor to empioy the whole foree and resonrees of the 
State to sustain the sovereignty aud jurisdiction thereof; reported 
by the Special joint commitiee, as a substitute for resoiutious 
upon the subject of the existence within the ‘Territory of the 
State of Texas, of a Wiltary Government, conntenaheed and 
maintaiued by the Federal Government cf the United States ; 
read. : 


Mr. Phillips moved to amend ‘ne substitute by striking out all 
that referred to a svecial messenger. 

Upon which, the yes aud nays were ealled, and were as fol- 
lows: . 

Yeas: Vessre, Brashear. Gare, Grimes. Hart, Latimer, McRae, 
Molfett, Parker, Pease Phi'lins, Truit, Ward and Walker— 13. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Van 
Derlip and Wallace,—7:  Adcpted. 

Mr. Phillis moved to strike out the third section of the reso- 
lution, 


On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned until half past 
2 o'clock. 


HALF PAST 2 o’CLOCK, P. M. 


The Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 
The question before the Senate was on the striking ont the 3d 
section. 
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Mr. Phillips moved to lay the resolution on the table and to 
make it the special order of the day for to-re row, 

Mr. Robertson moved the previous que. tun. 

Upon which the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs, Burleson, Davis, Kinney, Moffett, Portis, Rob- 
ertson, Taylor, Truit, Vau Derlip, Walker and Waitece—l]l. 

Niys: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Parker, Pease, Phil'ips and Waid—11. 

There being a tie, the President voted in the negative ; so the 
motion for the previous quesuon was lost. 

The quesnou then recurred on Mr. Phillips, motion to lay 
upon the table. 

Upon which. the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs, Brashear, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, McRae, 
Parker, Pease, Paitlips and Ward— 10 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Kinney, Latimer, Moffett, 
Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Troi, Van Derap, Walker aud Wal- 
lace —12. 7 

- Motion to fay on the table lost, 

The question then recurted on striking out the third section, 
upon which the yeas aud nays stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs, Brashear, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, MeRae, 
Parker, Pease, Phi'lips and Ward — 10. 

Nays: Messrs, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Kinney, Moffen, Por- 
tis, Robertson, Taylor, Trut, Van Derlip, Walker and Wallace 
—lz. 

"T be notion to strike out lost. 

The substitute was then adopted, and resolutions ordered to be 
engrossed by the following vote: 

Yeis: Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Kinney. Moffett, Por- 
tis, Robertson, Taylor, Tron Van Deihp, Waser and Waiiace 
—12. 

Navs: Messrs. Brashear, Gage. Guirres, Fart, Latimer, McRae, 
Parker, Pease, Phillips and Ward— 10. 

Mr. Mogen, chairman of the comiuittee on Engrossea Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, viz: 

A inil to be entitled a an act the better ‘defining the bonhdaries 
of Kanfman county. ~ 

An act supplementary and amending an act to apportion the 
Senators and Representatives of the Legislature. among the seve- 
ral counties of this State, according to the requirements of the 
Constitteion, approved Jan., 1850. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Burolkd Bills, 
made the following report: 
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CommiTTEse Room, Jan. 28th, 1850. 

Hon. JoHN A. Greer, 

President of the Senate: 

The following bills aud joint resolutions having been signed 
by the Speaker of the House ot Representatives and President of 
the Senate, were this day placed in the office of the Governor of 
the State: 

The bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of the heirs of 
James Ury, decd. 

The bill to anthorize the County Court of Jasper connty to 
have levied and collected a special connty tax, to Le apphed 
exclusive:y to the erection of a jail and courthouse for said 
connty ; and 

‘The jot resolution and memorial of the Legislature of the 
State of Texas, to the President and Congress of the U. States, 
relative to the vast and enormous depredations being committed 
upon the citizens and property of those residing upon the border 
and ‘routier of Texas, and asking an inerease of the military es- 
tablishment in Texas, forthe due protection of the lives, persans 
and property of her eitizens, 

The tollowing bills were severally read a third time and pass- 
ed, viz: 2 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Chiles Vurehard, dee‘d. 

A bill for the relief of George ©. Arnest. 

A bill better dotining the boundaries of Kanfman connty, 

A billsupplementary to and amending an act to apportion the 
Senators and Representatives of the Legislature, among the seve- 
ral connties of this State, according to the requirements of the 
Constitution. approved January, 1850. 

A till relative to the proof of the Statntes and common law of 
the States and Territories of the United States, 

A bill donating one league of land to widow Elizabeth Ryals, 

A bill for the relief of John E. Litn. 

A bill authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issne headright certificates, 4th Class, for 320 acres each 
to Juan Contreras and Juan Ahilo. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. McMaster, late sheriff of Brazoria 
connty, together with the report of the committee on Finance, 
recommending that the relief sought be refused ; was read, 

On motion of Mr, Pease, the bill was referred to a Select com- 
mittee. 3 


Messrs. Pease, Brashear and Ward, were appointed said com- 
mittee, i 
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A bill to create the office of State Translator, together with the 
report of the coumnittee on Einauce, recommending that no tur- 
ther action be had on the bill, was read. 

On moton of Mr, Gage, the report was laid on the table. 

Mr, Pease moved to strike out the 2d section. Lost. 

The bill then passed to a third reading, by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gaze, Kin- 
ney, Moffett, Phillips, Portis, Robertsou, Truit, Van Deilip and 
Walker—13.’ 

Nays: Messrs. Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Parker, Pease, Ward 
"and Wallace—7, 

A bill to provide for removing the Supreme Court of the State 
of ‘Texas tothe town of Henderson in Rusk conuty 5 read. 

The yeas and nays being called on the eugrossment of the bill, 
were as follows: í 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Gage, McRae, Parker, Taylor, Truit, 
Ward, Walker and Wallace— 9. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Latimer, Moffett, 
Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson and Van Derlip—10, 

So the Seuate refused to engross the biil, 

Joiut resolution for the relief of the estate of Lieutenant Lan- 
sing, deed ; read and passed to a third reading. 

Joint resolution relating to the mails of ‘Texas; read second 
time, 

Mr. Pease offered the following amendment : 

Strike out all after “ offices,” in the 11th line, and insert the 
following : 

“ In the connties of Harris, Anstin, Washington, Fort Bend, 
Montgomery, Grimes, Walker, Brazos. Burleson, Milam, Robert- 
sou, Limestone, Leon, Navarro, Fayette, Bastrop, Travi aud 
Hays.” 

Mr. Parker moved to amend further, by adding all the coun- 
ties on and adjoining the Trinity river, on the east side. 

_ On motion of Mr. Grimes, the resolution and amendments were 
referred to a Select committee. 

Messrs. Grimes, Brashear, Parker, Portis and Ward, were ap- 
pointed said committee. a 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office t» issue patents for land on surveys made in Pe- 
‘ters’ Colony ; read. 

On motion of Mr. Walker, laid on the table. 

Mr. Grimes introduced Joint resolution for the relief of per- 
zons who have obtained unconditional certificates from the 
County court of Grimes county, sitting as a board of Land Cam 
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missioners, between the dav of July, 1848, andthe day of 
December, 1o48 ; read first time. 
Ou motion of Mr. Kinney, the Senate adjourned. 


Tuespay, 9 o'clock, a. m., January 29th, 1850. 

The Senate was called to order by the President, Senators 
present— Messrs, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, 
Latimer, wichue, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Robertson, Taylor, 
Trait, Ward, Walker and Wallace. 

The jouruals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

A message was received trom the House of Representativessin- 
forming the Senate that the House had passed the following bills 
originating iu the House. 

A bill for the rehef of Edward Miles—and a bill to define 
borilivy line between Gonzales and Caldwell counties, Also, 
the following bills originating in the Senate, viz: 

A bill for the rehef of the heirs of Patsey Lewis, deccased, a 
bill donating to Jo in Neil and James O. Rice one league of land, 
each {or being permanently disabled in the service of the Repub- 
lic of ‘Texas, and one league of Jand to the legal heirs of Hays 
Cevington, who was killed in the service of the same. 

A bill for the relief of Cain T. Brush, a soldier in the army of 
the Repub'ic of Texas, and 

Joint resolution for the relief of John W. Little. 

Also, a bill for the relief of the citizens of Mercer’s dl with 
amendments, 

Also, that the House concurred in the amendments of the Sen- 
ate to the following bills. 

A bili authorizing the Galveston City Company to change the 
plan of a certain block of lots in the city of Galveston, and a bill 
to revive and amend an act to locate permanently the seat of 
justice for the county ef DeWitt, approved March 9, 1548. Also, 
that the house had rejected a bill to change the name of Rich- 
mond Hill to David Randon. 

Mr. Wallace made the following report. 

COMMITTER Room, Janney, 28th, 1850. 

To the Hon. Joun A. GREER, 

President of the Senate : 

A. bill to be entitled an act for the relief of George Washing- 

ton Sheek. 
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A bill to be entitled an act legalizing and confirming the mar- 
riage of Wulnun Pearson and Buizabeth Ogle. 

A bill to be-entitied au act for the relief of A. Ballenill. 

A Bui to be entitled an act authorizing the Comptroller to 
issue duplicates of certain ceruficates. 

Joint resoiution for the relief of tue heirs of William Arnold, 
deceased. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled 
an act to orgauize the county of Upshur, approved January 
26th, i848. 

A bill to be entitled an act to declare John James Elliott the 
legitimate child of William Elliott, and Polly Elliott, of the 
county of Rusk, 

Joint resolution for the reliefof Berry W. Perkins. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the legal represen- 
tatives of Henry B. Williams, deceased. 

A bill to be eutitled:an act for the relief of E. H. Grisham. 

A bill to be eutitled an act supplementary to an act entitled an 
act to create the couuty of Ellis, 

Joint resolution for the rehef of the heirs of R. W. Balentine, 
deceased. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Falls. 

A bill, to be entitledjan act to amend an act to incorporate the 
city of Nacogdoches, approved March 16th, 1848. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Kinney. 

A bill to be entitled an act more particularly definmg the 
boundaries of Henderson county, and the 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Robert Earl, de- 
ceased, have been examined by the joint committee on enrolled 
bills, and are, here reported correctly enrolled. 

B. RUSH WALLACE, 
Chairn on part of the Senate. 

Mr. Grimes, Chairman of the Setect Committee to which was 
referred ajout resolution relating to mails in Texas, reported 
the same buck to the Senate with the following amendments, and 
recomm-uded their adoption and the passage of the resolution. 

Amendments, 

Strike ont all after “offices” in the 11th line, and insert “in 
the counties of Harris, Fort Bend, Austin Washington, Burleson, 
Milam, Fayette, Bastrop, Travis, Hays, Robertson, Limestone, 
Leon, Navarro Anderson, Houston, Liberty, Polk, Walker. Mont- 
gomery, Grimes, Williamson, Brazos, McClennan, Falls and 
Ellis.” 

Mr. Cooke, chairman of the committee on claims and accounts 
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to whom was referred the petition of many citizens in behalf of 
Wm. B. Andrews, reported the following bill, and recommended 
its passave. 

A bill for the relief ot William B. Andrews, read 1st time. 

Mr. Cooke, from the same cumuittee, made the following re- 

ort. 

‘The committee on claims and arcounts to which was referred 
the petition of the heirs of George S. Melutosh, representing that 
said Metntosh held claims against the late Republic of Texas, 
amounting to the sum of $13,520 53; 100 lor his salary as chargé 
des affaires, which have been received, and certificates therefor 
given by the Auditor and Comptrol'er, under an act of the last 
session for ascertaining the debt of the late Republic, aud pray- 
ing that an appropriation should be made by the State for the 
payment of said claim, have considered the same. 

While your committee wouid rejoice to see every person hold- 
ing a claim against the late repnblic paid the full amount due 
him in cash, if the means ahd resonrees of the State were ade- 
quate for that purpose; yet, inasmuch as itis notin our power 
to pay them in that way, the committee do not conceive it would 
be expedient to select out particular creditors and pay them in a 
manner different from the others, They therefore return the peti- 
tion, and recommend that it be laid ou the table. 

Mr. Cooke also made the following report. 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was referred 
an account in favor of the estate of Francis J. Haskins, deceased, 
for carrying the mail under the late Republic of Texas, have 
had the same under consideration. From the evidence hefore 
the committee, it appears that said Haskins cariied the mail on 
route No. 19, from Galveston to Columbia, from the Ist of Janu- 
ary, 1842, tothe Ist of September, 1842, under a contract made 
with the Secretary of State, who at that time was the head of 
the Post Office departmeut of the Republic of Texas, at the price 
of seven hundred and twelve doilars per annum, in par funds, 
for which he never received any pay. Your committee believe 
that justice requires that said claim should be audited and placed 
on the same footing as other claims against the late repnbliec, and 
they herewith report a bill for the relief of the estate of said Has- 

Kins, and recommend its passage, 

A bill for the relief of the estate of Francis J. Haskins, Read, 
Ist time, 

Mr. Cooke also made the following report. 

The committee ou claims and accounts. to whom was referred 
a bil to be entitled “an act for the reliet of George T. Howard, 
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and Duncan C, Ogden, have had the same under consideration, 
and beg leave to report that they have examined the youchers 
and evidences submitted to them, and are satisfied that the said 
Howard and Ogden adyariced to the gavernment of the republic 
of Texas the amount of merchandize | mentioned in said bill, that 
srid merchandize was advanced on the faith and credit of the 
government, and that injustice and equity, the relief sought by 
the bill should be granted. They therefore report the bill back 
to the Senate, and recommend its passage. 

Mr, Cooke, chairman of the committee on claims and accounts, 
to whom was referred the petition of Benjamin W. Bedford, of 
Panola county, Mississippi; reported the same back to the Sen- 
ate, and asked to be discharged from its fyrther consideration. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to incorporate the town of Rusk; re- 
ported the same back with amendments, and recommended their 
adoption and the passage of the bill. ; 

Amendments. 

In 2d section, 1st line, strike out “ eight,” and insert “ five,” 

In the 8th section, second line, strike out all after the word 
8 therefore.” 

Mr. Rohertson, chairman of the Select cominittee, to which 
was referred a hill to amend an act to establish the Judicial dis- 
tricts of the District courts ; reported the same back to the Sen- 
ate without amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Phillips introduced a bill making an appropriation of land 
for H. P. Brewster and James Webb; read first time. 

On motion of Mr, Robertson, the rule was suspended and bill 
read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the Senate adjourped until 3 
o'clock, P. m. 


~ 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

Mr. Gage offered the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the committee on Contingent expenses, be 
instructed to contract for the printing of copies of the cap- 
tions of the laws for the use of the Senate.” 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended ; and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Parker, the blank was filled with “ 1500, ” and reso- 
Jution adopted. 

Mr. Moffett made the following report : 


oo 
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COMMITTEE Room, Jan. 29th, 1850." 

Hon: Joun A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the aint 
resolution demanding of the Federal Government of the United 
States, the immediate abolition of all Military Government with- 
in the ‘Territory of Texas, and authorizing the Governor to em- 
ploy the whole force and resources of the State, fo sustain the 
sovereignty aud jurisdiction thereof; and report the same cor- 
rectly engrossed, 

Mr. Ward, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, pored a 
bill to provide for the payment of jnrors, and a resolation of the 
Legislature of the State of Texas on the subject of slavery, cor- 
rectly enrolled. 

‘A bill for the relief of the citizens of Mercer’s Colony, with 
ameudments from the House; was read, and amendments con- 
curred in. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Joseph Thompson, dec’d., was taken up ; read and passed toa 
third reading. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the estate of Lieutenant Lan- 
sing, dec’d.; read third time and passed. 

K bill io create the office of State Translator ; read third time. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following amendment : 

In the 2d section, 3d line, after the word “ original,” strike out 
the balance of the section, and insert “ shall be prima facie evi- 
dence that snch translation i is correct.” Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the bill was referred to the commit- 
tee on State Affairs. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the Generel Land OF 
fice, to issue patents on certificates, issued by the -board of Land 
commissioners, of Robertson county, under certain restrictions, 
together with the report of the committee on Public Lands, of- 
fering an amendment thereto ; was read, amendment adopted-and 
bill passed to a third reading. 

Joint resolution for the relief of persons who have obtained un- 
conditional certificates from the County Court of Grimes county, 
Sitting as a board of Land Commissioners, issued between the 

day of Jnly, 1845, and the day of December, 1848 ; read 
second time and ordered to bé engrossed. 

A bill for the benefit of the heirs of Mrs. Isham Tooke; read 
second time. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the committee on Inter- 
nal Improvements, 
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Joint resolution providing mde effectually for the protection 
of the frontier of Texas ; read, and on motion of Mr. Robert- 
son, laid on the table. 

Joint resolution demanding of the Federal Government of the 
United States, the immediate abolition of all Military Govern- 
ment within the Territory of Texas, and authorizing the Gov- 
ernor to employ the whole force and resources of the State, to 
sustain the,sovreignty and jurisdiction thereof; read. 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, made the special order of the day 
for to-morrow. 

A bill to fix the price of land certificates, to be issued by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time. 

Mr. Robertson moved to amend the bill by striking out “ five,” 
and inserting “eight,” in the 6th line, alter the word “land.” 
rejected. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following amendment, to come in at 
the end of second section: | 

“Said fees to be paid in par money, and to be paid into the 
State Treasury quarterly. Adopted. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time and passed. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller to make a final 
settlement with the public printer, for printing the laws and jour- 
nals of the second Legislature, together with, the report of the 
committee on Finance, offering amendments thereto ;, was read, 
amendments. adopted and bill passed to-a third reading, 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill regulating Estrays ; read and passed to a third reading. 

A bill supplementary to an act to amend an act to create and 
organize the county of Panola, together with the report of the 
eommittee on county boundaries, offering an amendment thereto, 
was read, amendment adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned. 
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The Senate was called to order by the President—-Senators 
present: Messrs, Brashear, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Ward, 
Watker aud Wallace. ` 

The Journals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Phillips, charman of the committee on the Jadiciary, to 
whom was referred a hill supplementary to an act regulating 
elections, passed March 16th. 184_ ; reported a substitute there- 
for and recommend its adoption. 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, made the following 
report: 

CommiTTExE Room, Jan. 30th, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 

President of the Senate : 

The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred a bill to 
amend the charter of the town of Goliad, have had the same un- 
der consideration, and a majority of the committee have instruct- 
ed me to report: 

That the amendment proposing to legalize acts which seem 
from the exhibits, to have been done in direct violation of the 
former charter, ought not to be sanctioned by the Legislature, 
The town property was originally donated in part, for a free 
public school, for the benefit of the county generally, as well as 
the town. Yet, it seems the funds have been appropriated to a 
large extent, for the use and benefit of a private school, establish- 
ed for individual emolument. That the school is open to the 
citizens, on payment of tuition, at such rates as are customary in 
other schools of the same class, does not obviate the objection. 
The dedieation was made for a free schoo! altogether, that the 
poor, as well as the rich, might receive the benefit of an educa- 
` tion. By the diversion of the fund, the object of the original do- 
nation, is entirely defeated. 

The proposed amendment, giving the corporation exclusive 
jurisdiction over roads, ferries, &c., within the corporate limits, 
is equally objectionable, It would he establishing a bad prece- 
dent tò take away the jurisdiction of the County court in this 
respect, and confer it on a small corporation, liable to be controll- 
ed by a few individuals, and who, if so disposed, might seriously 
infringe upon the rights of a large portion of our citizens, enti 
tled to the protection of general laws, and who may justly claim 
exemption from special and independent authorities, 

From information furnished your committee, they have good 
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zens of Goliad county are opposed to the proposed amendments. 

In view of these considerations, they recommend that the bill 
be laid upon the table. i 

A. H. PHILLIPS, Chairman. 
- Mr. Ward, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report: 
CommitTEE Room, Jan. 29th, 1850. 
Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have deposited on the Gov- 
ernor’s table for his examination, on the 28ih inst., the follow- 
Ing, VIZ: 

“A‘bill to provide for the payment of jurors. 

A resolution of the State of Texas, on the subject of slavery. 

Mr. Wallace, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report: ; 

CommiTTFE Room, Jan. 30th, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. Greer, 

President of the Senate: 

The Joint committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the 
following bills and joint resolutions, and find them correctly en- 
rolled : 

The bill to be entitled an act repealing an act authorizing the „2 
appointment ofa Fiscal Agent, and for the better security of the” 
revenue, approved March 20th, 1848. 

The Joint resolution for the relief of Zebulon M. Porter. 

The joint resolution for the relief of John Hobson. 

The bill to be entitled an act to create the twelfth Judicial 
district, 

The joint resolntion to provide for the payment of translating 
the laws of the first and second sessions of the Legislature into 
German, and for printing the same. 

The bill to incorporate the town of Tyler, in Smith county. 

The bill more particularly defining the boundaries of Van 
Zandt county; and 

The bill for the relief of Samuel C. Douglass. 

Mr. Portis, from the committee on Military Affairs, made the 
following report: 

CommiTTeE Room, Jan, 30th, 1850, 

Hon. Jonn A. Greer, 

President of the Senate : 

The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred a 

bill to be entitled an act for the payment of the forage, subsistence, 
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medicine, &c., of the company of mounted volunteers, com- 
manded by Capt. Johnson, and mustered into the service of the 
State, by order of his Excellency, George T. Wood, Governor, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
to report, that the services rendered were of a like character of 
those mustered into service by Col. H. L. Kinney, and that the 
volunteers are entitled to the same relief. The committee deem 
it unnecessary to recapitulate the facts embraced in their former 
reports, and which induced the Legislature to extend relief to 
the other company. They are satisfied that the services were 
meritorious, and the relief sought due in justice. 

They have, therefore, instructed me to report the bill back to 
the Senate, and recommend its passage. 

DAVID Y. PORTIS, 
one of the committee. 

A message received from the House of Representatives, in- 
forming the Senate, that the House had passed a bill for the relief 
of the snfferers by the destruction of the records and certificates 
in the District of Rusk, originating in the Senate ; also, 

=A bill for the relief of certain persons, formerly prisoners of 
war, in Mexico, originating in the House. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, Mr. Burleson was excused from at- 
tendance on the Senate, until Friday next. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Portis, a bill to qniet the land titles issued 
to colonists, previous to November, 1835, in the colonies of Aus- 
tin, De Witt and De Leon, &c.; was taken up and read. 

Mr. Robertson moved that the Senate could not entertain the 
bill, in consequence of a bill containiug the same substance, hav- 
ing been rejected by the House. 

Upon which, the yeasand uays were called, and wereasfollows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Mce- 
Rae, Parker, Robertson, Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace—12. 

Nays: Messrs. Davis, Gage, Kinney, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, 
Portis, Taylor and Van Derlip—9. 

So the Senate refused to entertain the bill, 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 

ComMITTEeE Room, Jan. 30th, 1850. 

Hon. Joan A. GREER, E 
President of the Senate. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined the joint 
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resolution for the relief of persons who have obtained uncondi- 
tional certificates from the Connty court of Grimes county, sit- 
ting as a board of land commissioners, issued between the 

day of July, 1848, and the day of Decémber, 1848 ; and found 
the same correctly engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Kobertson, a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Arthur Eldridge, was taken up, read and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, a bill authorizing Joseph H. 
Beck, to plead aud be allowed certain offsetts, in cases therein 
mentioned ; was taken up, together with the report of the com- 
mittee on Finance, reconimending that ao further action be had 
thereon ; was read, and report adopted, 

Joint resolution demanding of the Federal Government of the 
United States, the immediate abolition of all Military Govern: 
ment within the Territory of ‘lexas, and-authorizing the Gov- 
ernor to employ the whole force and resources of the State to 
sustain the sovreiguty and jurisdiction thereof; read third time 
and passed, by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Kinney, Moffett, Portis, Robert- 
son, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Walker and Wallace—11. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, 
Parker, Pease, Phillips and Ward—10. 

A bill making au appropriation of land for H. P. Brewster and 
James Webb. 

Mr, Cooke moved to refer the bill to the committee on Claims 
and Accounts.. Lost. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to organize the county of Ellis, together with the report 
of the committee on the Judiciary, offering amendments thereto ; 
was read, amendments adopted, and passed to a third reading. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the petition 
of Robert Gilletly, asking the cancellation of two grants, claimed 
by the petitioner as a purchaser, and that certificates may be 
granted in lien of said grants, &c., recommending that the peti- 
tion be laid on the table ; was read and adopted. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Rusk, together with the report 
of the committee on the Judiciary, offering amendments ; was 
read and amendments adopted. - 

Mr. Parker moved to amend by inserting at the end of the 8th 
section, “ shall not exceed one-half of one per cent. in any one 
year.” Adopted. os 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
third time and passed, by the following vote: + 

Yeas : Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, 
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Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, 
Ward and Wa!lace—15. 

Nays: None. - 

On motion of Mr, Wallace, the petition of Wm. B. Lewis was 
taken up, and referred to a Select committee. 

Messrs. Wallace, McRae and Truit, were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

A bill to rezulate the transfer of the Consolidated stock fund of 
the late Republic of Texas, together with the report of the Judi- 
ciary committee, recommending that it be laid on the table; was 
read and report adopted. © = 

Mr. Moffett introduced a bill for the relief of B. F. Mott; read 
first time. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Christopher Troute and R. 
M. Davis ; read and passed to a third reading. 

Joint resolution for the relief of William R. Baker; read and 
passed to a third reading. 

A bill to provide for the removal of the archives of the State, 
to the seat of government, if removed from Austin, by the vote 
of the people, to be taken in the year 1850; read. 

Mr. Latimer moved to lay the bill on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, a call of the Senate was ordered, and 
Sergeant at-arnis despatched after absent members. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned until half-past 
2 o'clock, P. M. 


HALF past 2 o’cLock, P. M. 


The Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

The question before the Senate was on the motion to lay the 
bill to provide for the removal of the archives of the State, to the 
seat of government, if removed from Austin, &c., oa the table, 
upon which, the yeas and nays were as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Davis, Kinney, Phillips, Portis, Robertson and 
Van Derlip—6. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Ceoke, Gage, Grimes, Latimer, Mc- 
Rae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Taylor, Truit, Ward, Walker and 
Wallace—14. Lost. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, by the following 
vote : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Latimer, 
McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Ward, 
Walker and Wallace—16. 

Nays: Messrs. Kinney, Phillips, Portis and Van Derlip—4. 
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Mr, Portis, from the committee on Military Affairs, to which 
was referred a bill to detine the bonndaries of Limestone county, 
reported the same back to the Senate, and recommended its 
passage, 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of tne committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill relatiug to the proceedings in civil ac- 
tions ; reported the same back with an amendment, and recom- 
mendéd its passage. ~ 

Amendment. Strike out “civil actions,” in the caption, and 
and insert “ District courts,” 

A bill regulating estrays ; read third time. 

Mr. Parker moved to insert “mule,” before “ jack,” in 2d line 
of first section. Adopted. 

The bill then passed. 

A bill supplementary to an act to amend an act supplementary 
to an act to create and organize the county of Panola; read thi:d 
time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of persons who have obtained 
unconditional certificates from the County Court of Grimes 
county, sitting as a board of Land Commissioners, issued between 
the day of July, 1848, and the day of December, 1848 ; 
read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, a bill for the relief of all just and 
bona fide holders of, or claunants to land granted by the govern- 
ments of Spain, Mexico, or colonized and held in conformity to 
the laws of Mexico, and the State of Tamaulipas, as recognized 
by the Constitution and Jaws of the Republic aud State of Tex- 
as, lying and situated in that portion of the Territory within the 
limits of Texas, west of the Nueces river, to prohbit patents from 
issuing thereon, that said holders or claimants may have time to 
have registered and filed their muniments and warrants of title, 
as this act shall direct ; was taken np and read. 

Mr. Van Derlip moved to amend by inserting after the word 
“rivers,” in the 5th line of the preamble, the words “and the 
territory embraced within thecounties of Presidio, El Paso Worth 
and Santa Fe.” 

The bill was then ordered to he engrossed. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issne patents on certificates issued by the hoard of Land 
Commissioners of Robertson county, uuder certain restrictions ; 
read third time and passed. i 

On motion of Mr. Ward, joint resolntion relative to the remo- 
val of obstructions to the navigation of Red River; was taken up 
and read. 
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Mr. Ward offered to amend by inserting the following addi- 
tional section, to be section 3. 

“Sec. 3. That the whole of said raft shall be thoronghly and 
substantially removed and kept open the whole distance of the 
original raft, so that steam boats can pass at any time without 
risk or detention, before any toll shall be collected by said com- 
pany, as provided by this act, and if from any accumulation of 
drifiing timber, or from any other cause, the navigation should 
become obstructed, so as to prevent the safe passage of boats, the 
Said company shall remove the same within ten days, or they 
shall forfeit and pay to the party or parties aggrieved, $25 per 
day, for each and every boat thus detained, and if the said com- 
pany should permit the navigation through said raft to be and 
remain closed during the boating season, for the space of thirty 
days, then and in that case, the said company shall forever for- 
feit all right to charge any toll on freight, that may pass up or 
down said river, thereafter ; and further provided, that said com- 
pany, or undertakers to remove said raft, shall not be permitted 
in the prosecution of that work to close Red Bayou, or divert the 
water that flows tbrough said Bayou trom its natural course, or 
obstruct the navigation of the same, in any manner.” 

Ameudinent rejected, and joint resolution passed by the follow- 
ing vote: ‘ 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Me- 
Rae, Parker, Pease, Portis, Truit, Van Derlip, Walker and Wal- 
lace—13. 

Nays: Messrs. Gage, Kinney, Moffett, Robertson, Taylor and 
Ward—6, 

A bill to authorize Judges of the District courts to hold special 
terms of the District courts; read. 

Mr. Portis moved to amend the caption, so as to read, a bill to 
be entitled an act requiring the District Judge of the sixth Judi- 
cial district, to hold special courts in the county of Panola. 
Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the bill was referred to a special com- 
mittee of one. 

Mr. Portis was appointed said committee. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs at law of Joseph Thompson, 
dec’d.; read third time and passed. 

A bill to amend an act to establish the Judicial districts of the 
District courts ; read. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, made-the order of the day for Satur- 
day, Feb. 2d. 

A bill for the relief of Martha McBride and Margaret Garrett, 
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together with the report of the committee on Public Lands, offer- 
ing au amendment thereto, was read, amendment adopted and 
bill passed to a third reading, 

A bil! to define the line between Gonzales and Caldwell coun- 
ties ; read first time. 

A bill to repeal an act to provide for closing the business of the | 
late War and Marine Department, and to transfer the hooks and 
paper of the Adjutant General’s office, to the office of Secretary 
of State, together with the report of the Select committee,recom- 
mending that the bill be laid on the tabie ; was read, and report 
adopted. 

Joint resolution relating to the mails of Texas, together with 
the report of a Select committee, offering amendments thereto 5 
was read, amendments adopted and joint resolution orderea to be 
engrossed. = 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the rule was suspended ; resolu- 
tion read third time and passed, 

Mr. Portis, to whom was referred a bill requiring the District 
Judge of the 6th Judicial District, to hold special courts in Pano- 
la county ; reported a substitute for the Ist section of the bill, 
and recommended its adoption, and the striking out the second 
section, and the passage of the bill. 

Substitute for first section. , 

“Sec. 1. Beit enacted by the Legislature of the State of 
Teras, That when from any unavoidable canse, the District 
Judge of the sixth Judicial district, shall fail to hold a District 
court in the county of Panola, during the time prescribed by law, 
it may aud shall be lawful for the Judge of said District court, 
to hold a special term of the said court, in and for such cennty, 
for the trial of causes, civil and criminal, upon giving thirty days 
notice of the time of holding said special term, which said notice 
shall be posted np at tne courthouse door, and published in some 
newspaper, published in said county, if there be one, and if there 
be none, then in the nearest newspaper published in one of the 
adjoining counties. 

A bill for the relief of the estate of Francis J. Hoskins, dec’d.; 
read 2d time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The feport of the committee on Claims and Accounts, on the 
petition of J. Pinckney Henderson, attorney for the heirs of Geo. 
S. McIntosh, dec’d.; recommending that the petition be laid upon 
the table ; was read and adopted. 

A bill for the relief of George T. Howard and Duncan C. 
Ogden ; read and passed to a third reading. - 

A bill to amend the fourth section of an act for the regulation 
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of pilots at the mouth of the Brazos river, approved March 18th, 
18468 ; read and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the rule requiring reports to lie on 
the table one day, was suspended ; and the report of the Judiciary 
committee on a bill supplementary to an act regulating elections, 
passed March 16th, 1848, offering a substitute therefor, was taken 
np ; read, substitute adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution providing for the most efficient and certain 
protection of the exposed borders and frontier portions of Texas, 
against the continued hostility and depredations of the Indians, 
together with the report of the committee on Military Affairs, 
offering an amendment thereto; was read, and amendment 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the proviso in the second section was 
Stricken out. 

The yeas and nays were called on its engrossment, and were 
as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage; Kinney, Moffett, Parker, 
Phillips, Portis, Truit, Van Derlip and Walker—11. 

Nays: Messrs. Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Taylor, Ward 
and Wallace —7. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution for the removal of Indians beyond the limits 
of the State of Texas, together with the report of the committee 
on the Judiciary, offering an amendment thereto ; was read and 
amendment adopted. 

Mr. Gage moved to amend by striking ont “ George T. Wood,” 
wherever it occurred, and inserting “ our Senators.” 

Upon which the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeas: Messts. Brashear, Cooke, Gage, Pease, Van Derlip, 
Ward and Wa!lace—7. 

Nays: Messrs. Grimes, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, 
Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit and Walker— 
12, Rejected. 

The joint resolution was then ordered to be engrossed. 

The following bills and joint resolutions from the House, 
were severally read a first time, viz: 

A bill for the relief of certain persons, formerly prisoners of 
war in Mexico, 

A bill to amend the 130th section of an act regulating proceed- 
ings in civil suits, approved May 13th, 1846, 
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Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in the United States Congress, to oppose the 
substitution of specific duties on imports, in place of the present 
ad valorem system, 

Joint resolution relative to frontier protection. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the Senate adjourned. 


Tuurspay, 9 o'clock, a. m., January 31st, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, Senators 
present— Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Robertson, Taylor, 
Truit, Walker and Wallace. 

The journals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
whom was referred a bill to create the office of State Translator, 
reported a substitute for the same, and recommended its adoption 
and passage. 

Mr. McRae, chairman of the committee on Printing, made the 
following report: 

Commitresr Room, January 31st, 1850. 

To the Hon. Joun A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The committee on Printing to whom was referred a resolution 
authorizing said committee to contract for the priuting of three 
hundred and fifty copies of the Auditor and Comptroller’s re- 
port, beg leave to report that they have contracted with the 
Austin Gazette for the printing of the whole number called for 
by the resolution, at the price of fifteen dollars, to be furnished 
in pamphlet form, to the Auditor and Comptroller, 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed ; a bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Arthur Eldridge; and 

A bill making an appropriation of land for the payment of 
Henry P. Brewster and James Webb, for professional services 
rendered by them in behalf of the State. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, that the House had passed the following 
bills and joint resolutions, originating in the Senate, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Frederick Scranton. 
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A bill to authorize Mrs. Julia Stanton, to take the guardianship 
of her son William Ewing Stanton. 

A bili for the relief of James R. Pace. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Fuller, 

A bill for the relief of John Jackson, of Dallas county. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue a headright certificate to Guy M. Bryan. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Jacob Allbright. 

Jont resolution authorizing and requiring the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to issue a certificate to J. H. Single- 
on for one-third of aleazne of land; also, that the House had 
concurred in the amendments of the Senate to a bill to incorpo- 
rate the Galveston and Brazos Navigation Company ; also, 

That the Honse had passed the following bills aud joint reso- 
lutions, originating in the House, viz: : 

A, bill to exteud the provisions of an act entitled an act to pro- 
vide for ascertaining the debt of the iate Republic of Texas, ap- 
proved March 20th, 1845. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatlves of 
Charles Martin, dec’d. 

A bill for the relief of Melville Langham. 

A bill to incorporate the Guadalupe Bridge Company. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Livingston, 

A bill more permanently locating the seat of justice of Grayson 
county, 

A bill for the relief of John Beeman, John S. Beeman, James 

J. Beeman and John N. Bryan. 
A bill for the relief of Greenberry Logan and Joseph Taylor. 
A bill to authorize the county of Harris to levy and collect a 
special tax, not ta exceed one-half of the State tax of said 
county. 

A bill for the relief of the persons taken prisoners by the Mex- 
ican army at San Antonio; and 

Joint resolntion for the relief of John P. Rosier. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: k 

CommitTEeE Room, Jan. dist, 1850. 

Hon. Joun A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The joint committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the 
following bills and joint resolutions, and find them eorrectly en- 
rolled. 

The joint resolution for the relief of John J. Little. - 

Joint resolution donating to John Neill and James O. Rice 
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one league of land each, for being permanently disabled in the 
service of the Republic of Texas, and one league of land to the 
legal heirs of Hays Covington, who was killed in the service of 
the same. 

A bill for the relief of Cain T. Brush, a soldier in the army of 
the late Republic of Texas. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Patsey Lewis; and 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issue paients to Wiley Marshall and Edward 
H. Pitts, for 320 acres of land each. 

Mr. Moffett reported a bill supplementary to an act regulating 
elections, passed March 16th, 1848, correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Wallace, fromthe committee on Public Lands, made the 
following report: 


' -ComMITTEE Room, Jan. 31st, 185u. 
Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 
receive from the Secretary of State, the archives of Martin De 
Leon’s Colony, have not obtained any information on the suject 
in any way, subsidiary to that contained in the_report heretofore 
made by the joint committee raised by the two Houses, to report 
upon the expediency of the measure contemplated by the bill. 
They, therefore, retarn the bill for the action of the Senate, and 
ask to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills originating in the 
House, viz: 

A bill to amend an act to regulate the time of holding the courts 
in the fourth Judicial district, approved March 15th, 1848. 

A bill to define the time of holding the courts in the twelfth 
Judicial district; and i 

A bill to provide for the election of a Jndge and District At- 
torney, for the twelfth Judicial district; also, 

That the House had adopted a subtitute for a bill to quiet land 
titles west of the river Nueces. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill relating to the proceedings in civil actions, together with 
the report of the committee on the Judiciary, offering an amend- 
ment to the caption; was read ana amendment adopted, 
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Mr. Pease moved to amend the 140th section, by inserting the 
words “ not taxed,” afier “indians.” Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
third time and passed, by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Gage, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Pease, 
Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit; Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace 
—13. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Parker, Rob- 
ertson and Walker—7. 

Mr. McRae intro luced a bill to prohibit the location of lands - 
included in grants heretofore made by the State of Coahuila and | 
Texas; read first time. 

On motion of Mr, Pease, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to provide for thé investigation of land titles, in certain 
counties therein mentioned. 

A subtitute of the House for a bill to quiet land titles west of 
the river Nueces; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the rule was suspended; bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Pease, from the committee on the Judiciary, reported a 
substitute for a bill to alter the time of holding the courts in the 
first Judicial district, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of William Wallace, 
reported the following bill, and recommended its passage : 

A bill for the relief of William W. Wallace; read first time. 


On motien of Mr. Pease, the vote which laid on the table until 
Saturday next, a bill to amend an act to establish the Judicial 
districts of the District courts, was reconsidered, and on motion 
of Mr. Latimer, referred to a comnittee of five. 

Messrs. Latimer, Walker, Parker, Taylor and Cooke, were ap- 
pointed said committee, 

Mr. Wallace reported a bill defining the ninth Judicial dis- 
trict; referred to the same Select committee. 

Cn motion the Senate adjourned until half past 2 o'clock., . 


HALF PAST 2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Senate met—roll called —qnorum present. 


A message was received from the Governor, prescnting the 
following communication : 
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ExecuTivE DEPARTMENT, Jan, 31st; 1€50. 
To the Honorable the Senate : 

In compliance with a resolution of the Senate, requiring. the 
Executive to procure from same competent draftsman, a plan of 
a fireproof building for a General Land Office and Treasury 
Department, to be included in one building, if practicable, with 
estiinate of the probable cost, I have the honor to state that I 
engaged at the earliest day, the services, of a most competent 
draftsman, Robert Creuzbaur, Esq., and submit herewith to the 
Senate, the plan and estimate believed to be contemplated in the 
resolution. P. H. BELL. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance. 

A bill to prevent locations in the Colonies of Austin, De Witt 
and De Leon ; read first time. . 

A bill more permanently locating the seat of justice of Gray- 
son county ; read first time. 

The following bills and joint resolutions were severally read a 
third time and passed, viz: 

A bill to amend the fourth section of an act for the regulation 
of Pilots, at the mouth of the Brazos river, approved March 18, 
1848. - 

A bill for the relief of George T. Howard and Duncan C. Og- 
den. 

A bill to organize the county of Ellis, 

A bill for the relief of Martha McBride and Margaret Garnet. 

Joint resolation¢for the relief of William R. Baker. 

Joint resolution for the reliefof Christopher Troute and R. M. 
Davis. 

A: bill for the relief of the heirs of Arthur Eldridge; and 

A bill making an appropriation of land for the payment of 
Henry P. Brewster and James Webb, for professional services 
rendered by them in behalf of the State. , : 

The following bills and joint.resolutions from the House, were 
severally read a first time, viz: 

A bill to provide for the election of a Judge and District At- 
torney, for the twelfth Judicial district. 

Ai bill to define the time of holding the courts in the twelfth 
Judicial district. 

A bit to aménd-an act to regulate the time of holding the 
Courts in the fourth Jadicial district, approved March 15th, 
1848. 

Ar bill to authorize-the county of Harris to levy and collect a 
special tax; not to exeeed one-half of the State tax of said county. 

PP : 
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A bill to extend the provisions of an act to provide for ascer- 
taining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, approved March 
20th, 1848. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Livingston. 

A bill to incorporate the Guadalupe Bridge Company. 

A bil! for the relief of Melvill Langham. - 

A bill for the relief of Jahn Beeman, John S. Beeman, James 
J. Beeman and John N. Bryan. 

A bill for the relief of the persons taken prisoners by the 
Mexican army at San Antonio, 

A bill for the relief of Greenberry Logan and Joseph Taylor. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Charles Martin, dec’d. 

A bill for the relief of Edward Miles; read first time, 

On motion of Mr Robertson, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time and referred to the committee ou Private Land 
Claims, ~ 

Joint resolution for the relief of John P. Rosier; read first 
time, 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the rnle was suspended ; resolution 
read second time and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims, ` 

On motion of Mr. Walker, a bill to authorize and require the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue patents for 
land on surveys made in Peters’ Colony, was taken up and 
placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Hart introduced a bill authorizing Wm: S. Peters, his as- 
sociates and assigns to purchase the alternate sections of land in 
Peters’ Colony ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Walker, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time. = 

On motion of Mr. Hart, referred to the committee on Public 
Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the rule requiring reports to lie on 
the table one day, was suspended, and a bill to alter the time of 
holding the courts in the first Judicial district, together with the 
report of the committee on the Judiciary, offering a subtitute 
therefor, was taken up and read; substitute adopted and bill or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

A billto define the time of holding the District courts in the 
fifth Judicial district, together with the report of the Special 
committee thereon ; was read, 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the bill, report and accompany- 
ing documents, Were referred to a Select committee of five, raised 
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on a bill to amend an act to establish the Judicial districts of the 
District courts. 

A bill to define the boundaries of Limestone county ; read and 
passed toa third reading. 

Joint resolution granting the Honorable Fielding Jones, Judge 
of the tenth Judicial district, leave of absence from the State : 
read and passed to a third reading. 

A bill requiring the District Judge of the sixth Judicial dis- 
trict, to hold special courts in the county of Panola, together 
with the report of the Special committee, offering amendments 
thereto, was read and amendments adopted. 

Mr. Gage moved to amend by striking out “unavailable,” in 
2d line of Ist section ; adopted and bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended; bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs at law of John Dentworth, to- 

ether with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, recom- 
mending that the bill be laid on the table, was read and report 
adopted. 

A bill to amend an act to allow setoffs, in certain cases, to- 
gether with the report of the committtee on the Judiciary, recom- 
mending that it be laid on the table ; was read and report adopted. 

The report of the committee on Claims and Accounts on the 
memorial of John W. King, a citizen of West Feliciana, in the 
State of Louisiana ; was read and adopted. 

A bill concerning lands acquired by aliens; read. 

Mr. Latimer moved to lay the bill on the table until to-mor- 
row: Last, 

Mr. Pease offered the following proviso to the 2d section : 

“ Provided, that the provisions of this act shall not apply fo or 
affect the rights of parties in any suit now pending.” Adopted, 
and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill providing for the payment of the forage, subsistence, 
medicines, &c., of the company of mounted volunteers command- 
ed by-Capt. Johnson, and mustered into the service of the State, 
by order of his Excellency, George T. Wood, Governor ; read. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, made the special order of the day 
for to-morrow. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Tilman Baker, deceased ; 
read, and ordered to be engrossed. i 

The report of tre committee on Claims and Accounts, on the 
petition of Benjamin W. Bedford, of Panola county, Mississippi, 
asking to be discharged from its further consideration ; was read __ 
and adopted. 
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A bill to amend the charter of the:town of Goliad, together 
with the report of the commiuee on the Judiciary, recommend- 
ing.that it be laid on the table; was read: and report adopted. 

A bill to authorize and require Jndges of the District courts to 
hold special sessious thereof, in certain cases, with the report 
of the Judiciary committee, recommending that it be laid: ou the 
table ; was read and report adopted. 

The report of the committee on Indian Affairs, on the petition 
of the citizens of Tyler county, praying am appropriation ot 
money to purchase lands for the settlement of a remnant of Ata- 
bama Indians, recommending that no further action be had on it; 
was adopted. 

A bill to authorize the Governor to appoint a General Staff, 
and organize the militia of the State of Texas, together with the 
report of the Select committee, offering an amendment.thereto ; 
was read, amendment adopted and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill amendatory of an act to establish the method of trying 
the right of property levied on under writs of execution, seques- 
tration aud attachment, when the same is claimed by a person 
not a party to such writs, together with the report of the commit- 
teeon the Judiciary, récommending that it be laid on the table ; 
was read and report adopted. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a resdlution 
instructing them to enquire into the expediency of admitting to 
record in this State, certified capies of deeds made and recorded 
in the State of Louisiana, asking to be discharged from further 
consideration of the subject; was adopted. 

The report of the committee on Claims and Accounts, on the 
petition of G. M. Norton and G. W. and P. E. Norton, recom- 
mending that it be laid on the'table ; was adopted. 

A bill supplementary to an act regulating elections, passed! 
March 16th, 1848; read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. B. Andrews ; read second: time 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of B. F. Mott ; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Moffett, referred to the committee on’Clafms 
and Accounts, 

A bill to amend the 130th section of an act regulating’ proceed- 
ings in civil suits, approved May 13th, 1846 ; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. i 

A bill for the relief of certain persens; formerly prisoners-of 
war in Mexico; read second time. 
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:On motion of Mr. Portis, referred to the committee on Milita- 
ry Affairs. 

‘A bill to define the boundary line between Gonzales and Cald- 
wel. counties ; read second time. 

-On motion of Mr. Van’ Derlip, referred to the committee on 
County Boundaries. 

Joint resolution: relative to frontier protection; read second 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Military 
Affairs. 


Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in the United States Congress, to oppose the sub- 
stitution of specific duties on imports, in ‘place of the present ad 
valorem system ; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. - 

.Gn.mation the Senate adjourned. 
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-Fripay, 9 o'clock, a. m. February Ist, 1850, 


The Senate was called to order by the President—Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Lati- 
mer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, ’ Phillips, Robertson, Taylor, 
Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. 

The Jouraals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to.whom was referred a bill to define the boundary line between 
Gonzales and Caldwell counties ; reported the same back to the 
Senate, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Wallace, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following reports: 

ComMitTE&E Room, Feb. Ist, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 

President of the Senate : 

The:Joint committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the 
following. bills and joint resolusjions, and find them correctly en- 
rolled : 

The bill to remove from the passession of the Connty Clerk of 
Webb county, all books, papers, documents and other property 
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belonging, or in any wry appertaining to the city of Laredo, to 
the city council. 

The bill to be entitled an act for the relief Thomas Garner, as- 
signee of Hiram H. Millions. 

An act authorizing the Galveston City Company to change 
the plan of a certain b ock of lots, in the city of Galveston, 
ar act for the relief of Wim. C. Sparks, assignee of Samuel W. 

illis. r 

An act to extend the jurisdiction of the county of Medina, for 
certain purposes. 

An act to revive and amend an act to locate permanently the 
seat of justice for thé county of De Witt, approved March 9th, 
1848. 

An act for the relief of Francis L. Meriwether and Peter P. 
Harding. 

And the joint resolution making provision for surveying a cer- 
tain quantity of University land. 

And joint resolution for the relief of Charles Morgan and Rob- 
ert Rose. 

Commtirter Room, Feb. Ist, 1850. 

To the Hon. Joun A. GREER, 

President of the Senate : 

The joint resolution for the relief of John W. Little. 

An act to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to issue certificates to Wiley Marshall and Ed- 
ward H. Pitts, for three hundred and twenty acres of land. 

The bill for the retief the heirs of Patsy Lewis. 

A bill for the relief of Cain T. Brush, a soldier in the army of 
Texas, 

And the bill donating John Neill and James O. Rice, one 
league of land eagh, for being permanently disabled in the ser- 
vice of the Republic of Texas, and one league of land to the legal~ 
heirs of Hays Covington, who was killed in the service of the 
same. 

Having been signed by the Speaker of the House and Presi- 
dent of the Senate, were presented yesterday to the Governor of 
the State. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill for the relief of Edward 
Miles, reported the same back with the following amendments, 
and recommended its adoption and the passage of ihe bill : 

; Amendments. 

Add to the caption the words “ and the legal representatives of 

Joshua J. Henness.” 
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Add to the end of Ist section the following : 

« And a certificate for one league and one labor to the legal 
representatives of Joshua J, Henness. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the Select committee, to which was 
referred a bill to amend an act to establish the Judicial districts 
of the District courts; reported the same back to the Senate’ witk- 
out amendments, and recommended its passage ; also, 

Reported a bill to prescribe the time of holding the District 
court in the eighth and ninth Judicial districts ; read first time. 

Mr. Burleson, chairman of the committee on Military Affairs, 
made the following report: 


Committee Room, Feb. Ist, 1850. 
Hon. Joun A. Greer, * 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred a 
joint resolution relative to frontier protection, have had the same 
under consideration and have iustructed me to report, that the 
resolutions relating to the same subject, which have already 
passed the Senate embrace all the necessary legislation on that 
subject. They therefore, report the same back to the Senate. 
and recommend that it be laid upon the table. 

EDWARD BURLESON, Chairman. 


Mr. Burleson, chairman of the committee on Military Affairs, 
to whom was referred a bill for the relief of certain persons, for- 
merly prisoners of war, in Mexico; reported the same back to 
the Senate, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to amend an act to organize the Su-, 
preme court of the State of Texas, passed 12th May, 1846; re- 
ported the same back tothe Senate and recommended that it be 
indefinitely postponed. i 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
abill to amend the 28th section of an act to regulate proceed- 
ings in the District courts ; and a bill to amend the 130th section 
of an act regulating proceedings in civil suits, approved May 
13th, 1846; reported that the Lill passed by, the Senate, on the 
proceedings in the District courts, renders the passage of these 
bills inexpedient ; and therefore, recommend that they be laid on 
the table. 

Mr. Phillips, from the same committee, to whom was referred 
a bil} relative to Land Claims west of the Nueces; reported the 
same back to the Senate with amendments to the substitute, for 
the examination and action of the Senate. 


- 
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Amendments. 

ist. Sec., ‘7th line, strike out from the word “fourteenth,” in- 
clusive, to the word * five,” in the 8th line, and insert, “ second 
day of ‘March, 1836.” 

10th section, 8th lne, strike ‘out the word “less,”.and insert 
© more.” 

13th section, strike out all -after the enacting -clause, to the 
words “ passed ard,” in the-4th line. 

Also, strike out the amendment to this-section, which excepts 
the county of Kinney, from the provisions of the section. 

Also, in the third line from the bottom -of the same-section , 
strike out all after the word “ law.” 

14th section, 2d line, strike out the words “ or otherwise.” 

16th section, 5th line, strike out the words “government of 
the,” and after-the word *“ State,” insert as follows, “ of Texas.” 

17th section, 5th line, after ihe word “ Commissioner,” strike 
out to the word “decide,” inclusive, and insert as follows: 

“ They shall state in writing, the facts or points with regard to 
which they disagree, and each -Commissiouer shall assign the 
reasons for his opinion.” . 

7th section, strike out-all after the word “board,” in the 2d 
line, and insert.as follaws: . 

“Phat the title or evidence of his claim, submitted to them. for 
investigation, is not forged, nor antedated, but that the same is 
genuine, and that he has not sold or alienated the same or. any 
part thereof, nor made any contract for such sale or alienation, 
and that he is the trne and lawful owner thereof, and that all 
the facts set forth In his petition, are true to the best of his knowl- 
edge-and belief; and any claimant swearing falsely as to any one 
of the facts. herein required to be sworn to, shall, be guilty of 
perjury, and on eotiviction thereof, shall be punished according- 
] Re i 
oth section, 6th line, after the word “services,” insert as fol- 
lows: “or action in relation to said claims.” 


ORDERS OF THE -DAY. 


A: message was: received from the Honse of Representatives, in- 
forming the Senate, that the House had passed the following 
bills, originating in the Hause, viz: 

‘A bill to arnend the sixth section of an act to establish the Ju- 
dicial districts of District courts ; and the first section of an act to 
define the times for holding the District courts in the fifth, sixth 
and eighth Judicial districts, 
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A bill-requiring the Commissioners appointed by-an-act-crea- 
ting the county of Cherokee, approved-April 11th, 1846, to de- 
liver up ‘certain documents and moneys therein mentioned, 

“A bill to amend :an act to regulate the time of-holding the 
courts in the fourth Judicial district, approved Mareh 15th, 1848. 

A bill granting to Isaac Dewees and Thomas M. Brown the 
privilege of establishing a ferry across the river Sabine. 

“A. bill to amend the eighth section of an act to establish the Ju- 
dicial distriets-of the . District courts, approved February 26th, 
1848 ; and, ` i ° 

A bill to- regulate the courts and the time of holding the same 
in the fourth Judicial district, , 

A bill providing fer the payment of the forage, subsistence. 
medicines, &c., of the company of mounted volunteers, com- 
manded-by Capt. Johnson, and mustered into the service of the 
State by order of his-E:xeellency, George T. Wood, Governor ; 
read. 

-On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, laid on the table. 

-A bill to define the .boundaries of Limestone county ; read 
third time and passed. 

Joint- resolution granting the Hon. Fielding Jones, Judge of 
the tenth Judicial district, leave of absence from the State; read 
4hird time and- passed. 

“A-bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issue patents for land on surveys made in Pe- 
ters’ Calony, together withthe report of the Select committee, 
offering amendments thereto; was read. 

‘Mr. Pease moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

‘Gpon which the yeas and nays were as tollows : 

“Yeas : -Messrs, Burleson, «Davis, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, ‘Mc- 
Rae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson-and Van: Derlip 
— t2. 

Nays: Messrs, Cooke; Gage, Grimes, Parker, Taylor, Truit, 
Ward, Walker and Wallace—9. 

So the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

‘Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on‘Private Land 
Cfaims, to whom was referred joint resolution for the relief of 
John P. Rosier, reported the same back to the Senate and recom- 
mended its passage. ~ 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee-on Engrossed’ Bills, 
teported the following bills eorrectly engrossed: 

An act for the relief of the estate of Francis J. Hawkins, deé’d. 

Joint resolution relating to the mails of Texas. 

An act to provide for the removal of the arehives of the State, 
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to the seat of government, if removed from Austin by the vote of 
the people, to be taken in the year 1650. 

Joint resolution providing for the most efficient and certain pro- 
tection of the exposed borders and frontier portions of Texas, 
against the continued hostility and depredations of the Indians. 

Joint resolution for the femoval of Indians beyond the limits of 
the State of ‘Texas. 

Mr. Kinney moved to take upa bill providing for the pay- 
ment of the forage, subsistence, medicines, &c., of the company 
of mounted volunteers, commanded -by Captain Johnson, and 
mustered into the service of the State, by order of his Exceilency 
George 'T. Wood, Governor. 

Upon which, the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Kinney, McRae, Moffett, Phil- 
lips, Portis, Taylor, Trut, Van Derlip and Walker—11. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Parker, 
Pease and Walker—9. Carried. 

The bill then passed to a third reading by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Kinney, McRae, Moffett, Phil- 
lips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truitand Walker— t1. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Parker, 
Pease, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace—10, 

A bill to create the office of State Translator, together with 
the report of the committee on State Affairs, offering a subtitute 
therefor; was read. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, made the order of the day for to- 
morrow. s 

A bill to amend the 6th section of an act to establish the Judi- 
cial districts of the District courts, and the first section of an act 
to define the time for holding the courts in the 5th, 6th and 8th 
Judicial districts; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the rnle was suspended ; bill read 
second time and referred to a Select committee. 

Messrs. Wallace, Ward and Gage were appointed said com- 
mittee, 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to receive from the Secretary of State, the archives of Martin 
DeLeon’s colony; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to provide for the élection of a Judge and District At- 
torney for the twelfth Judicial district ; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections, ~ 

A bill to prevent locations in the colonies of Austin, De Witt 
and De Leon ; read second time. 
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On motion of Mr. Pease, referred to a Select committee. 

Messrs. Pease, Latimer and Portis, were appointed said com 
mittee, 

A bill to incorporate the town of Livingston ; read second, 
time. 

Om motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

A bili more permanently locating the seat of justice of Gray- 
son county ; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on County 
Boundaries. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Charles Martin, dee’d ; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, teferred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

A bill to define the time of holding the courts in the twelfth 
Judicial district; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to authorize the county of Harris to levy and collect a 
special tax, not to exceed one-half of the State tax ; read second 
time, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to incorporate the Guadalupe Bridge Company ; read 
second time. 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, referred to the committee on In- 
ternal Improvements. > 

A bill toextend the provisions of an act to provide for ascer- 
taining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, approved March 
20th, 1848 ; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance. 

A bill for the relief of Melville Langham; read second time ; 

On motion of Mr, Gage, referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of the persons taken prisoners by the Mexi- 
can army at San Autonio; read second time, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill for the relief of John Beeman, John S. Beeman, James 
J. Beeman and John N. Bryan; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on Public 
Lands, 

A bill for the relief of Greenberry Logan and Joseph Taylor ; 
read second time, 
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On motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the:committee on Private 
Land Claims, 

A bill to amend an act to regulate the time of holdiug the 

„courts in the fourth Judicial district, approved :March “Lbth, 
1848; read second time and passed to a third reading, 

A bill for the relief of William W. Wallace ; read.secand time 
and ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill to regulate the courts and the time of holding the same 
in the fourth Judicial district ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, ‘the rule was suspended ; bill read 
secohd time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, a bill to amend.an act regulating 
the time of holding the. courts in the fourth Judicial district, ap- 
proved March 15th, 1848 ; was taken up and referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to amend an act to regulate the time.of holding the 
courts in the fourth Judicial district, approved March 15th, 1848; 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Van ‘Derlip, the rule was suspended ;.bill 
read second time.and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to amend the 8th section of an act to establish the Judi- 
cial districts of the. District courts; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule .was,suspended ; bill read 
second time and referred to the Select committee, of which Mr. 
Wallace is chairman. 

A bill to prescribe the time of holding the District courts in the 
8th and 9th Judicial districts ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended ; «bill read 
second time, and referred to the same Select committee of which 
Mr. Wallace is ehairman. 

A bill requiring the Commissioners appointed by an act cre- 
ating the county of Cherokee, approved April 11th, 1846, to de- 
liver up certain documents and monies therein mentioned ; ; Tead 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill.granting to Isaac Dewees and Thomas'M.: Brown, the 
privilege of establishing a ferry across the-Sabine river.; read 
first time. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of those who fell with Fannin, 
Ward, Travis, Grant and Johnson, during the war with’ Mexico, 
in the „year 1836; read third time. 

On- motion of ‘Mr.*Davis, the eaption -was-amended, by insert- 


ing “ 1835 and,” before “ 1836.” The bill then passéd. 
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Mr. Burleson introduced a joint resolution for the relief of A. 
H. Cook ; read first time; and on motion of Mr. Burleson, the 
rule was suspended ; resolution read second time and referred to 
the committee an Finance. 

Resolution of the Senate appropriating $28, to M. B. Irwin, 
door-keeper, to pay for hire of servant ; read and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock. 


T 3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

A bill to provide for the removal of the archives of the State 
to the seat of government, if removed from Austin, by the vote of 
thé people, to be taken in the year 1850; read third time and 
passed, 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills, viz : 

A bill to incorporate the La Fayette Academy, in the city and 
county of Matagorda. 

A bill for the relief of Jonathan Burleson ; and 

A bill to incorporate the town of Marshall. 

Joint resolution providing for the more efficient and certain 
protection of the exposed borders and frontier portions of Texas, 
against the Continued hostility and depredations of the Indians ; 
read third time. 

Mr. Taylor offered: the following amendment : 

“Strike ont all relating to the appropriation of the unexpendec 
balance in the treasury, and insert, “ that the sum of fifteen thot- 
sand dollars is hereby appropriated.” Adopted. 

The yeas and nays were tben called on the final passage of 
the bill, and were as follows : M 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Kinney, Moffett, Portis, Taylor and 
Truit—6. 


Z P a 
Nays: Messrs. Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Parker, Pease, 


Phillips, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace— 10. Rejected. 

A hill for the relief of Francis J. Haskins ; read third time and 
passed. 7 

Joint resolution for the removal of Indians beyond the limits 
of the State of Texas ; read third time and passed. 

A.bill to incorporate the La Fayette Academy, in the city and. 
county of Matagorda; read first time. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Marshall ; read first time. 


. 
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On motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of Jonathan Burleson ;t read first time. 

Ou motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. ` 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate adjourned. 


SATURDAY, February 2, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President—Senators 
present ; Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Grimes, Hart, - 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Van 
Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. 

Journals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, - 
reported the following bills and joint resolutions correctly en- 
grossed : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of all just and bona 
fide holders of, or claimants to lands granted by the government 
of Spain, Mexico, or colonised and held in conformity to the 
laws of Mexico, and the State of 'Yamaulipas as recognised by 
the constitution and laws of the Republic and State of Texas, 
lying and situated in that portion of the territory within the lim- 
its of Texas, westof the Nueces river, to prohibit patents from 
issuing thereon, that said holders or.claimants may have time to 
have registered and filed their muniments and warrants of title, 
as this act shall direct ; 

A bill to authorize the Governor to appoint a Genera! Staff, 
and organize the Militia of the State of Texas ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Tilford Baker. 

A bill for the relief of H. B. Andrews; 

- A bill to establish the time for holding the courts in the first 
judicial district. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom were referred two 
several bills defining the time of holding the courts in the 4th 
judicial district, have instructed me to report: that these bills 
are rendered unnecessary by thé provisions of a third bill on thé 
same subject, they therefore recommend that they be laid upon 

- the table. 
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Mr. Phillips from the same committee, to whom was referred 
a bill to define the time of holding the courts in the twelfth ju- 
dicial district ; reported the same back to the Senate, and recoin- 
mended its passage. 

Mr. Phillips from the same committee to whom was referred a 
bill to incorporate the town of Marshall, reported the same back 
to the Senate with an amendment, and recommended its adoption 
and passage of the bill. 

Amendment—strike out the 15th section. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill for the relief of Melville 
Langham ; a bill for the relief of Greenberry Logan and Joseph 
Taylor, and a bill forthe relief of Jonathan Burleson ; reported 
the same back to the Senate without amendments, and recom- 
mended their passage. 

Mr, Robertson from the same committee, to whom was referred 
a bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of Chas, 
Martin, deceased ; reported the same back to the Senate with an 
amendinent, and recommended its adoption and passage of the 
bill. 

Amendment—Add to the IJst section, the following: “anda 
patent shall issue thereon in obedience to the laws regulating the 
same in first class claims.” 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a bill to authorize the county of Harris to levy and 
collect a special tax, not to exceed one-half of the State tax of 
said county ; reported the same back, and recommended its 
passage. 

Mr. Grimes from the same committee, made the following re- 

orts : X 
j The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill to ex- , 
tend the provisions of an act to provide for ascertaining the debt - 
of the late Republic of Texas, approved March 20th, 1848, have 
instructed me to report the bill with amendment, and recommend f 
its passage. ET 

Amendment—Strike ont from word “ Austin” in the second 
section, third line, to “and” in the fourth line. 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a joint res 
olution for the relief of A. H. Cook, have examined the claim 
against the estate of Reuben Vanghan, deceased, for funeral ex- 
penses, and find itto be sufficiently anthenticated ; it is in evi- 
dence’before your committee that Wm. R. Hobbs, the administra- 
tor, on settlement of the estate, paid into the Treasury of the 
_State, the sum of $162 30 cts., pertaining to said estate; your 
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comtnittee therefore report the joint resolution to the Senate, and 
recommend its passage. 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill for 
the relief of thé persons taken prisoners by the Mexican army at 
San Antonio, have instructed me to’ return’ the bill with an 
amendment, and recommend: its passage. 

Amendment—Add at the end of second section, “which cer- 
tificate shall be as valid as other audited liabilities of the late 

Republic of Texas. 
` Ehe committee on Finance; to whom was: referred a bill re- 
quiring the Commissioners appointed by an act creating the 
cottnty of Cherokee, approved April 11th, 1846, to deliver up 
certain documents and moneys therein mentioned ; have instruct- 
ed me to report the bill with an amendment, and recommend its 
passage. r 

Amendment—Strike out the 4th section, and‘ add to end of the 
3rd section, “and that this act take effect from its passage.” 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill more permanently locating the seat 
of justice of Grayson county, reported the same back to the Sen- 
ate without amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Pease, chairman of the Select committee, to whom was 
referred a bill for the relief of Wm. McMasters, late Sheriff of 
Brazoria county, made the following report: 

* * No report in copy furnished the printer.] 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, made the following report : 


Committee Room, February 2, 1850. 
Hon. Jons A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: = 
The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred an act to amend an act entitled an act to establish the Gal- 
veston and Red River Rail-way Company, „have considered the 
same; we recommend the following amendment to the bill :— 
strike out all after the word “next” in the 11th line, and insert 
the following, “and the period within which said company shall 
complete one hundred miles of said road, shall be extended to 
five years from and after the first day of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty ;” with this amendment they recommend 
the passage of the bill. 
Mr. Pease, chairman of the same committee, also made the fol- 
lowing report: 
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CommirreE Room, February 2, 1850. 

Hon. Joun A. GREER, 

` President of the Senate : 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was refer- 
red a bill for the relief of the children of Mrs. Isham Tooke, have 
considered the same. A majority oi the committee are of opinion 
that if it is expedient to grant the relief which the bill proposes, 
a general law should be passed granting relief in all similar 
cases, but they are unable to agree on the expediency of granting 
such reliefin any caseof the kind. They have therefore direct- 
ed me to report the bill to the Senate without any recommenda- 
tion in regard to it, and ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of it. 

Mr. Yan Derlip from the committee on Internal Improvements, 
to whom was referred a bill to incorporate the Guadalupe Bridge 
Company, reported the same back to the Senate without amend- 
ment, and recommended its passage. 3 

Mr. Ward from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the fol- 
lowing report : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the following 
bills and resolutions, and find them correctly enrolled, viz : 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Fuller ; 
~ An act for the relief of James R. Pace ; 

Joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, to issue a certificate to J. H. Single- 
ton, for one third of a league of land; 

An act to fix the price of land certificates to be issued by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office ; 

Joint resolution authorizing the Governor to subscribe for two 
hundred and fifty copies of the second and third volumes of the 
Decisions of the Supreme Court of this State ; 

Joint resolution relative to the removal of the obstructions to 
the navigation of Red River ; 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller to make a final 
settlement with the late Public Printer, for printing the laws and 
journals of the second Legislature ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Lieutenant Lansing, deceased; 

An act to provide for the distribution of the Reports of the 
Supreme Court, the laws of the State, and the journals of the 
Legislature. = 

Mr. Phillips iutroduced a bill to authorize the printing of five 
hundred additional copies of the laws passed-at the session of the 
Legislature in the years 1849 and 1850; read first time. 

ae 
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On motion of Mr. Phillips, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Robertson introduced a bill to ame.d the*second section of 
an act to authorize Charles Covington and his associates, to estab- 
lish a Ferry across the river Yegua, and construct a causeway 
across the bottom lands thereof; read first time. ; 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and reteried to the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments. i 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill providing for the payment of the forage, subsistence, 
medicines, etc., of the company of mounted volunteers, com- 
manded by Captain Johnson, and mustered into the service of the 
State by order of his Excellency, George T. Wood, Governor ; 
read third time and passed by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Kinney, McRae, Mof- 
fett, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit and Walker—12. 

Nays— Messrs. Brashear, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Parker, 
Pease, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace—10. : 

A bill for the relief of Tilford Baker; read third time and 
yassed. 

l A bill to establish the time of holding the District Courts in the 
first judicial district ; read third time and passed, 

A bill for the relief of William B. Andrews; read third time 
and passed. 

A bill to authorize the Governor to appoint a General Staff and 
organize the Militia of the State of Texas ; read third time and 
rejected by the following vote : 

Yeas— Messrs. Davis, Kinney, Latimer, Moffett, Portis, Robert- 
son, Taylor, Troit and Van Derlip—9. i 

Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Gage, Hart, McRae, Parker, 
Pease, Phillips, Ward, Walker and Wallace—11. 

A bill for the relief of certain persons, formerly prisoners of 
war in Mexico; read and passed to a third reading. 

A bill for the relief of all just and bona fide holders of, or claim- 
ants to lands granted by the government of Spain, Mexico, or 
colonized and held in conformity to the laws of Mexico and the 
State of Tamaulipas, as recognized by the constitution and laws 
of the Republic and State of Texas, lying and situated in that 
portion of the territory within the limits of Texas, west of the 
Nueces river, to prohibit patents from issuing thereon, that said 
holders or claimants, may have time to have registered and filed 
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their muniments and warrants of title, as this act shall direct ; 
read third time. 

Mr. Van Derlip offered the following amendment: add te the 
first section the following words, “except those claims heretofore 
surveyed in the county of Kinney.” 

Mr, Robertson offered the following proviso, as an amendment 
to Mr. Van Derlip’s amendment : “provided, that if any patent 
shall issue under the provisions of this section of this act on an 
old grant or survey, such patent shall have no foree or effect ; 
rejected, 

The question then recurred on the adoption of Mr. Van Der- 
lip’s amendment, the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Lat- 
imer, Taylor, Van Derlip and Wallace—9. z 

Nays— Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Moffett, Parker, Pease, 
os Portis, Robertson, Truit, Ward and Walker—12. Re- 
jected, 

Mr. Wallace offered the following amendment: ist section, 
strike out “surveyed or made or” in fifth and sixth lines ; in same 
section, strike out “after” in eighth line ; rejected by the follow- 
ing vote: 

Yeas—Messrs, Brashear, Cooke, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, Tay- 
lor, Truit, Van Derlip, Walker and Wallace—10. 

Nays— Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, 
Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson and Ward—11. 

Mr, Gage offered the following additional section, to be sec- 
tion fourth : 
` « Be it further enacted, That this act shall not be so constru- 
ed as to prevent the locating and‘surveying of any lands not here- 
tofore located or surveyed ;” adopted by the following vote: 

Yeas— Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart» 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Ward, 
Walker and Wallace—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Kinney, Pease, Phillips and: Robertson--4. 

Mr. Portis moved to reconsider the vote which rejected the 
amendment offered by Mr. Van Derlip, excepting those claims 
heretofore surveyed in the county of Kinney ; upon which the 
yeas and nays were as follows : 

Yeas-—Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kinney, Mof- 
fett, Parker, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip and Wallace— 12. 

Navs—Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Hart, Latimer, Pease, Robert- 
son, Ward and Walker—8. Carried and vote reconsidered. 


628 


The question then recurred on the amendment, and it was 
rejected. 

The bill then passed by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kin- 
ney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Ward and Walker—18. 

Nays—Messrs. Cooke, Hart, Van Derlip and Wallace—4. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to whom was referred a bill to create the county of Uvalde, report- 
ed the same back to the Senate, and recommended its passage, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the vote which refused to pass a joint 
resolution providing for the most efficient and certain protection 
of the exposed borders and frontier portions of Texas, against 
the continued hostility and depredations of the Indians; was 
reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Rebertson, the joint resolution was referred 
to aselect committee ; Messrs, Robertson, Trait, Davis, Wallace 
and Parker, were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Pease, chairman of the Select committee, to whom was 
referred a bill to prevent locations in the colonies of Austin, De 
Witt and De Leon ; reported the same back to the Senate with- 
out amendment, and recommended its passage, 

A bill for the relief of Edward Miles, together with the report 
of the committee on Private Land Claims, offering amendments 
thereto, was read; amendments adopted and bill passed to a 
third reading. 

Mr. Truit introduced a bill to prevent controversies originating 
froma conflict of patents emanating from the State of Texas ; 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Truit, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Kinney moved to reconsider the vote which indefinitely 
postponed a bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of 
the General J.and Office, to issue patents for Jand on surveys 
made in Peters’ colony ; upon which the yeas and nays were as 
follows: . 

‘Yeas—Messrs, Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, 
Kinney, Parker, Portis, Truit, Walker and Wallace—12. 

Nays—Messrs. Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, 
Robertson, Taylor, Van Derlip and Ward—10. Carried and 
vote reconsidered. - 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the bill was referred to a Select com- 
mittee; Messrs. Portis, McRae and Grimes, were appointed said 
committee, 
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Mr. Moffett made the following report : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills, and find them correctly engrossed. 
<- Abill te authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, to receive from the Secretary of State, the Archives of 
Martin De Leon’s colony, and deposit the same in the General 
Land Office ; 

A bill for the relief of Wm. W. Wallace; 

An act concerning lands acquired by aliens. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock, p.m. - 

3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

The Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

A bill to amend an act to establish the judicial districts of the 
District Courts ; read and passed to third reading. 

Mr. Wallace chairman of the Select committee, to which was 
referred three several bills to provide for holding the District 
Courts in the fifth, sixth, eighth and ninth judicial districts; re- 
ported the same back to the Senate offering a substitute therefor, 
and recommended its adoption, and that the original bills be laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to incorporate the town of Livingston ; 
reported a substitute for the same, and recommended its adoption. 

Mr. Phillips from the same committee, to which was referred a 
bill to regulate the courts, and the time of holding the same in 
the fourth judicial district; reported the same back to the Senate 
with amendments, and recommended their adoption and the 
passage of the bill. 

Amendments—second section, eighth line, after the word “Re- 
fugio” strike out the word “third,” and insert “twelfth ;” tenth 
line, strike out “fifth” and insert “fourth ;” 12th line, strike out 
“ninth” and insert “eighth ;” fourteenth line, strike out “tenth” 
and insert “ninth ;” sixteenth line, strike out “eleventh” and in- 
sert “tenth,” 

A bill for the relief of John P. Rosier; read and passed toa 
third reading. 

A bill to alter the time of holding the Supreme Court, together 
with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, recommend- 
ing that it be indefinitely postponed ; was read and report adopt- 
ed by the following vote : 2 

Yeas—Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Truit, Van 
Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—17. 

Nays—Messrs, Kinney, Portis and Robertson—3. 
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A bill to define the boundary line between Gonzales and Cald- 
well counties; read and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to create the office of State Translator together with the 
report of the committee on State Affairs, offering a substitute 
therefor ; was read,substitute adopted and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate the La Fayette Academy, in the city and., 
county of Matagorda; read second time and passed toa third 
reading. 

A bill granting to Isaac Dewees and Thomas M. Brown, the 
privilege ‘of establishing a Ferry across the river Sabine; read 
second. time; and, on motion of Mr. McRae, referred to the com- 
mittee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly enrolled : 

‘A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Thompsoh, deceas- 
ed ; and a bill to incorporate the town of Rusk. : 

Mr. Wallace from the same committee, also made the follow- 
ing report : 

‘The joint committee on Enrolled Bills, presented to the Gover- 
nor this day, after they had been signed by the Speaker of the 
Honse of Representatives and President of the Senate, the fol- 
lowing bills, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of John Jackson ; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Fuller ; 

A bill for the relief of James R. Pace ; 

A bill for the relief of the citizens in Mercer’ s colony ; 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, to issue a certificate to J. H. Singleton, for one third of a 
league of land ; 

Anda bill for the relief of the sufferers by the destruction of 
the records and certificates for land, in the office of the land dis- 

irict of Rusk. 

Mr. Portis from the Special committee, io which was referred 
a bill to authorize and require the Commissiocer of the General 
Land Office, to issue patents for land on snrveys made in Peters’ 
colony ; reported the same back to the Senate with amendments, 
and recommend their adoption and the passage of the bill. 

Amendments : 

lst amendment—amend the caption by inserting after “Peters” 
the word “Mercer’s.” 

2nd amendment—amend Ist section by inserting in the lith 
line, after the words “W. S. Peters and his associates” the words, 
‘and Charles Fenton Mercer and his associates.” 

3rd amendment—amend same section by adding, “provided 
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that said surveys may have been or may hereafter be made, upon 
lands which do not conflict with any surveys made by the said 
companies, or with the survey of any settler in said colonies, or 
with an actual survey made by virtue of any genuine and bona 
fide certificate heretofore emanating from the Republic or State 
of Texas.” 

Mr. Pease introduced a joint resolution proposing an amend- 
ment to the constitution ; read first time. 

A bill for the relief of William W. Wallace; read third time 
and passed. 

A bill concerning lands acquired by aliens ; read third time 
and passed. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the Geferal Land 
Office, to receive from the Secretary of State, the archives of 
Martin De Leon’s colony, and deposite the same in the General 
Land Office ; read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule requiring reports to lie on 
the table for one day was suspended, ard the report of the Select 
committee offering a substitute for several bills providing for hold- 
ing the District Courts, in the 5th, 6th, 8th and 9th judicial dis- 
tricts, was taken up ; read and substitute adopted and bill passed 
to a third reating. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, bill read a 
third time and passed. 

Mr. Walker introduced a bill requiring all persons filing on 
lands, to have the same surveyed within a given time. 

On motion of Mr. Walker, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A bill to provide for the investigation of land titles in certain 
counties therein mentioned, together with the report of the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, offering amendments thereto, was read 
and the first amendment to the 7th and 10th sections, and the 
second amendment to- the 13th, 16th and 17th sections were 
adopted ; the first amendment to the 13th section, rejected by the 
following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Davis, Kinney Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, 
Van Derlip and Ward—S8. 

Nays— Messrs. Brashear, Gage, Grimes, Hart, McRae, Moffett, 
Parker, Robertson, Truit, Walker and Wallace—12. 

The amendment offered by the committee to the 14th section, 
was also rejected. 

Mr. Gage offered to amend by adding the following additional 
section : 

* Be it further enacted, That the provisions of this act shall 
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not be so construed as to prevent the locating and surveying of 
any lands that have not been heretofore located or surveyed, or 
settled on; adopted by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear; Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, 
Hart, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Taylor, 
Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—19. 

Nays— Messrs. Pease, Phillips and Robertson—3. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following amendment: section 13th, 
in Ath line, strike out “and no surveys shall hereafter be made in 
the portion of country mentioned in this act ;” adopted by the 
following. vote : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Lat- 
imer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Truit, Ward, Walker and 
Wallace— 14. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Kinney, Pease, Phillips, Robert- 
son, Taylor and Van Derlip—8. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the bill was laid on the table until 
Monday, the 4th inst. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned. 


Mownpay, 9 o’clock, A. M., February 4, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President—Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Gage, Grimes Hart, Lati- 
mer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Portis, ‘Taylor, Truit, Ward, 
Walker and Wallace. 

The journals of Saturday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom a bill to prevent controversies originating from a conflict 
of patents emanating from the State of Texas; a bill requiring 
all persons filing on lands to have the same surveyed in a given 
time, and a bill for the relief of John Beeman,John S. Beeman, 
James J. Beeman and John N. Bryan, reported the same back to 
the Senate, without amendment, and recommended their passage. 


Mr. Ward, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : 
ComMITTEE Room, Feb. 4th, 1850. 
Hon. Joun A. GREER, > 
President of the Senate : 
The following bills and resolutions were presented by the En- 
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rolling committee to the Governor for his examination on_the 
Ist inst., viz: 

An act to fix the price of land certificates to be Issued by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office ; 

A joint resolution authorizing the Governor to subscribe for 
250 copies of the 2d and 3d volumes of the decisions of the Su- 
preme Court of this State ; 

A joint resolution relative to the removal of obstructions to 
the navigation of Red River ; 

A joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller to make a final 
settlement with the late public printer, for printing the laws and 
journals of the second Legislature ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of Lieutenant Lansing, de- 
ceased ; 

An act to provide for distributing the reports of the Supreme 
Court, the laws of the State and the journals of the Legislature, 

Mr. Grimes offered the following resolution ; 

Resolved, By the Senate, the House of Representatives con- 
curring, that the committees on Contingent Expenses of the two 
Houses be instructed to act jointly in contracting with some sui- 
table person to take charge of the capitol and furniture thereunto 
belonging, requiring the person contracting for the same to enter 
into bond with security, in the sum of $500, for the safe-keeping 
of the capitol and furniture and return of the same to the proper 
officers at the meeting of the next Legislature; Provided, that 
nothing herein contained skall authorize the incurring of any 
expense to the State for repairs on the capitol. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended and resolu- 
tion adopted. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to amend an act to raise revenue 
by taxation ; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The following bills and joint resolutions were severally read 
a third time and passed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of certain persons, formerly prisoners of 
war in Mexico ; 

A bill to define the boundary line between Gonzales and Cald- 
well counties ; 

A bill to amend an act to establish the judicial districts of the 
District Courts ; 

A bill for the relief of Edward Miles; 

Joint resolution for the relief of John P. Rosier, 
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A bill to incorporate the Lafayette Academy in the city and 
county of Matagorda ; read third time and passed by the follow- 
ing vate: ` 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Kinney, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, 
Truit, Van Derlip, Walker, Wallace and Ward—18, 

Nay—Mr. Hart. 

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the, constitution ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr, Latimer, was referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 

i bills originating in the Senate, viz: 
A bill to establish (he Marshall Railway company, with amend- 
ments ; 
A bill for the relief of David Lane, and the heirs of Henry L, 
Lane, deceased, with amendments ; 
A bill concerning passengers coming to the State of Texas ; 
A bill better defining the boundaries of Kaufman county ; 
A bill to incorporate the Brazos, San Bernard and Oyster creek 
Canal and Navigation company. l 
Also, a bill for the reliet of the heirs and legal representatives 
of William Wallace, who fell at Goliad, with an amendment. 
~ Also, that the House had adopted a joint resolution making 

provisions for the discharge of the public debt, as a substitute for 
‘ the Senate’s bill to provide for the liquidation of the public debt 
‘of the late Republic of Texas. 

Also, the following bills originating in the House, viz : 

A bill to incorporate the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado 
Rail-Road company ; 

A bill declaring a portion of Caney Creek, in Matagorda coun- 
ty, a public highway, and providing for the removal of obstruc- 
tions therein, with an amendment; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs at law of Jesse Bledsoe, de- 
ceased, and - E 

A bill to prescribe the time of holding the District Court in 
and for Montgomery county. 

A bill to provide for the investigation of land titles in certain 
counties therein mentioned ; read. . 

Mr, Phillips moved to amend the Ist section, by inserting af- 
ter “ commissioners,” the following: “who shall hold their offi- 
ces till the meeting of the next Legislature” ; adopted, and bill 
passed to third reading. 
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Mr. Portis introduced a bill to provide for the registry of land 
titles and foreign instruments of writing ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the rule was suspended, bill read a 
second time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Pease, chairman of the Select committee, to which was re- 
ferred the petition of William B. Lewis, made the following re- 
port: 

ComMITTEE Room, Feb, 4th, 1850. 

Hon. Joun A. GREER, 

President of the Senate. 

The Select committee, to which was referred the petition of 
William B. Lewis, have considered the same. It appears from 
the evidence submitted to the committee. thaf said Lewis and 
other friends of Texas, some time in the winter of 1836, became 
endorsers upon a note drawn by the escort sent by the Republic of 
Texas with Gen. Santa Anna to Washington City; that said 
hote was drawn under the authority of the government of Tex- 
as, and has since been paid by said Lewis and others who were 
endorsers, and that the government of Texas has never refund- 
ed the amount to them. Your committee believe that justice re- 
quires said claim to be acknowledged and placed on the same 
footing as other debts against the late Republie, and they here- 
with report a bill forthat purpose, which they recommend to the 
favorable consideration of the Senate. 

A bill to authorize and require the Auditor and Comp troller to 
audit and allow as a valid claim against the Republic of Texas, 
a debt contracted to pay the expenses of the escort for Gen. San- 
ta Anna from Texas to Washington city; read first time. 

Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, to whom was referred a bill to amend the second section 
of an act to authorize Charles Covington and his associates to 
establish a ferry across the river Yegua and construct a canse- 
way across the bottom lands thereof, reported the same back to 
the Senate and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridges 
and Ferries, to whom was referred a bill granting to Isaac De- 
wees and Thomas M. Brown the privilege of establishing a ferry 
across the river Sabine, reported the same back to the Senate, 
with amendments, and recommended their adoption and the pas- 
sage of the bill. 

Amendments. : 

Amendment 1st. Add the following for the 5th section: 

Section 5. Be it further enacted, That no other person dur- 
ing the said period of time aforesaid, shall be permitted to keep 
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a ferry across said river within five miles above and below that 
kept by said Brown and Dewees, pursuant to the provisions of 
this act. 

Amendment 2d. Make the 5th the 6th section in the bill. 

Joint resolution making provisions for the discharge of the 
public debt ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the rule was suspended and joint re- 
solution read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. 

Mr. Robertson introduced a bill to prevent and to punish nefa- 
rious trading or traffic with Indians on the frontier of the State; 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on Indian Affairs. 

The Senate refused to concur in the amendments of the House 
to a bill to incorporate the Brazos, San Bernard and Oyster creek 
Canal and Navigation company. 

A. bill for the relief of Greenberry Logan and Joseph Taylor; 
read, and passed to third reading. 

A bill for the relief of Melville Langham; read second time, 
and passed to third reading, 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Charles Martin, deceased, together with the report of the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, offering an amendment, was 
read; amendment adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

A bill for the relief of Jonathan Burleson; read, and passed 
to third reading. 

A bill to define the time for holding the courts in the twelfth 
judicial district ; read, and passed to third reading. 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to issue patents to land on surveys made in Pe- 
ters’ colony, together with the report of the Special committee, 
offering amendments thereto, was read and amendments adopted, 
except first amendment to Ist section, which was rejected. 

Mr. Van Derlip offered the following additional section : 

Be it further enacted, That nothing in this act shal] be so 
construed as to authorize the issuing of a patent where the same 
may couflict with a legal location heretofore made, whether the 
same be surveyed or not ; adopted. 

The yeas and rays were then called on the engrossment of the 
bill, and were as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs, Burleson, Grimes and Portis—3. 

Nays— Messrs, Brashear, Cooke, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Mot- 
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fett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Walker, 
Wallace and Ward—15. 

The Senate refused to engross the bill. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House retused to adopt the Senate’s substitute for three 
several bills relative to judicial districts. 

A bill to prevent locations in the colonies of Austin, DeWitt 
and Deleon ; read. 

Mr. Ward offered the following amendment : 

After “titled,” in 3rd line, strike out to the words “and the 
commissioner,” in the 4th line, and insert, * to actual colonists, 
citizens or- settlers within the limits of the colonies of Austin, 
DeWitt and DeLeon ; provided, the ‘said titles were issued by 
commissioners of their respective colonies before the closing of 
the Land Office in November, 1835, to actual colonists, citizens 
or settlers, within the bounds of said colonies, and the land thus 
titled to be within the limits of the same.” 

Rejected by the following vote : ` 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Hart, Latimer, Walker, Wal- 
lace and Ward—7. 

Nays—Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kinney, Mc- 
Rae, Moffett, Parker. Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, 
Truit and Vanderlip—15. , 

Mr. McRae offered the following amendment: 

Insert after the words “ DeLeon” the following: “and the 
territory embraced in the twenty border leagues iying and situa. 
ted in the counties of Sabine, Jasper, Newton, San Augustine, 
Nacogdoches and Rusk.” 

Mr. Wallace raised the question, that the Senate could not 
constitutionally entertain the bill. 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and were as fol- 
lows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Cooke and Wallace—2. 

Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Walker and Ward—20. 

So the Senate decided that the bill could oe entertained. 

The question then recurred on the amendment of Mr. McRae, 
which was rejected by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Gage, McRae, Moffett, Parker, 
Taylor, Truit and Waiker—9. ý 

Nays—Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Lati- 
mer, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Van Derlip, Wallace and 
Ward—13. es 
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Mr. Cooke offered the following amendment : - 

“ Provided, that this act shall not be so construed as to prevent 
any one from locating and surveying upon any. lands supposed 
to be vacant within said colonies ” ; ; rejected. 

The bill then passed. to, third reading. 

A bill to create the office of State Translator; read.third time, 

The yeas and_nays being called on the passage of the bill, were 
as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Kinney, Moffett, Portis, Ro- 
bertson, Truit and Van Derlip—8. 

Nays—Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Parker, Taylor, Walker, Wallace and Ward—12, 

So the Senate refused to pass the bill: 

The Senate insisted on their substitute for three several bills 
relating to judicial districts, and Messrs. Wallace, Gage, Parker, 
Latimer and McRae were appointed a committee of Conference 
on said bill. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the Senate refused to concur in the 
amendments of the House'to a bill for the relief of the heirs. and 
legal 1epresentatives of William Wallace, who fell at Goliad. 

“A bill to authorize the county of Harris to levy and collect a 
special tax, not to exceed one half the State tax of said county ; 
read, and passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, the Senate adjourned until half- 
past 2 o’clock, p. m. 


24 0’CLOCK, P. M, 


The Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions, to whom was referred a bill to provide for the election of a 
Judge and District Attorney for the 12th judicial district, report- 
ed the same back to the Senate and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Latimer, chairman: of the committee on PubJic Lands, re- 
ported back to the Senate for their action, a bilt authorizing Bart- 
lett Simms to raise a location therein named, and relocate the 
same on any vacant land. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
to, whom was referred a bill more permanently locating the seat 
of justice of Grayson county, reported the same back to the Se- 
nate and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to amend so much of an act to 
define the time for holding the district courts in the 5th, 6th ard 
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. 8th judicial districts, approved March 18th, 1848, as relates to 
the 5th judicial district ; read first time, 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred to a Select committee. 

Messrs. Wallace, McRae and Truit were appointed said com- 
mittee, 

Mr. Ward, from the committee on Enrolled Bills made the 
iollowing report : 

CommıTTEE Room, Feb. 4th, 1850. 

Hon. Joun A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the following 
-and find them correctly enrolled : 

A bill for the relief of Frederic Scranton ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of Jacob Albright ; 

An act to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue a head-right certificate to Guy M. Bryan ; 

An act authorizing Mrs. Julia Stanton to take the guardianship 
of her son, William Ewing Stanton. 

Mr. Taylor, from the committee on Eingrossed Bills, reported 
as correctly Engrossed a bill supplementary to an aet to secure 
to the German Emigration company and their colonists the lands 
to which they are entitled, and to adjust the liabilities of said 
company, approved Jan. 21, 1850. 

A bill requiring the commissioners appointed by an act crea- 
ting the county of Cherokee, approved April lith, 1846, to de. 
liver up certain documents and moneys therein mentioned, toge- 
ther with the report of the committee on Finance, offering an 
amendment thereto, was read; amendment adopted, and bill 
passed to third reading. 

A bill to extend the provisions of an aet to provide for ascer- 
taining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, approved March 
20, 1848, together with the report of the committee on Finance, 
offering an amendment, was read ; amendment adopted, and bill 
passed to third reading. 

A bill to create the county of Uvalde; read, and passed to a 
third reading. ; 

-A bill to incorporate the town of Marshall, together with the 
report of the committee on the Judiciary, offering an amendment, 
was.read ; amehdment adopted, and bill passed to third reading. 

A bill to incorporate the Guadalupe Bridge company ; read, 
and passed to third reading. 

A bill to amend an act to establish the Galveston and Red Ri- 
ver Railway company, together with the report of the committee 
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on Internal Improvements, offering amendments thereto, was 
read ; amendments adopted, and bitl ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, recommending 
that a bill to amend an act to regulate the time of holding the 
courts in the fourth judicial district, approved March 15, 1848, 
be laid on the table, was read and adopted. ‘ 

A bill to regulate the courts and the times of holding the same 
in the fourth judicial district, together with the report of the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, offering amendments thereto, was read, 
and amendments adopted. 

Mr. Phillips moved to amend, by striking out in the last. line 
in the second section, the words “until the business is disposed 
of,” and inserting the words “ one week ” ; adopted, and bill pass- 
ed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of A. H. Cook ; read and order- 
ed to be engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Livingston, together with the 
report of the committee on the Judiciary, offering a substitute 
therefor, was read and substitute adopted ; bill ordered to be en- 
grossed. ~a 

On motion of Mr. Moffett, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas— Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Kir- 
ney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, 
Truit, Van Derlip, Walker, Wallace and Ward—18. 

Nays— None. 

A bill for the relief of the persons taken prisoners by tne Mex- 
ican army at San Antonio, together with the report of the com- 
mittee on Finance, offering an amendment thereto, was read ; 
amendment adopted, and bill passed to third readings 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, a bill for the relief of John R, Ba- 
ker was taken up and read. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the bill was amended by striking 
out “par” before claim. The bill then passed to third reading. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. McMasters, late Sheriff of Brazo- 
ria county, together with the report‘of the Select commiittee, of- 
fering an amendment thereto, was read and amendment adopted. 

Mr, Pease offered the following amendment : 

“« And shall pay all the costs of the suit that has been com- 
menced against him”; adopted. 
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The yeas and nays were then ealled on the passage of the bill 
to a third reading, and were as follows : : 

Yeas— Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Pease, 
Phillips, Portis and Robertson—9. 

Nays-—Messrs. Burleson, Grimes, McRae, Parker, Taylor, 
Truit, Van Derlip and Wallace—8. 

Bill passed to third reading. 

A message was reccived from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills, viz: 

A bill to amend an act for the incorporation of the city of La- 
redo, and a bill to incorporate the Hart's Creek Turnpike com- 
pany. 

The Senate concurred in the amendments of the House to a 
bill for the relief of David Lanesand the heirs of Henry L. Lane, 
deceased. f 

A bll for the relief of the heirs of Mrs. Isham Tooke; read 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion ot Mr. Portis, the resolution of the Senate appro- 
priatinz $28 to M. B. Irwin to pay for the hire of a porter from 
the 5th day of November, to the 3rd day of December, 1649, 
was taken up, read and adopted by the following vote: _ 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, 
Pease, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip and Walk- 
er—12. 

Nays-—Messrs. Burleson, Grimes, McRae, Ward and Wal- 
lace——5. 
~ A bill for the relief of the heirs of Jesse Bledsoe ; read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Ciaims. 

A bill declaring a portion of Caney Creek, in Matagorda coun- 
ty, a public highway, and providing for the removal of the ob- 
structions therein ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments. x 

The following bills from the House were severally read first 
time, viz: 

A bill to incorporate the Hart’s creek Turnpike company ; 

A bill to amend an act for the incorporation of the city of La- 
redo ; 

RR 
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A bill to prescribe the time of holding the district court in and 
for Montgomery county, and 

A bill to incorporate the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado 
Rail-Road company. 

Oh motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned. 


Tuespay, 9 o’clock, A. m. February 5th, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President—-Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Rob- 
ertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. 

Tbe Journals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Wallace made the following report: 


ComMiTTEE Room, Feb. 5th, 1850. 
Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 
The committee of Conference upon the several bills, and substi- 
tute of the Senate therefor, to organize the Judicial districts there- 
in referred to ; after deliberating upon them, unanimously in- 


structed us to recommend that Marion county be detached from 
the ninth district, and that no other change be made. 


With the above amendments, the committee recommend the 
adoption of the substitute, and that the original bills be laid on 
the table. 
B. RUSH WALLACE, 
Chairman on part of Senate. 
B. P. SMITH. 
Chairman on part of House. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the Select committee, to whom 
was referred joint resolution concerning frontier protection ; ; Te- 
ported a substitute for the same, and recommended its adoption 
and passage. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill for the relief of the heirs at 
law of Jesse Bledsoe; reported the same back to the Senate, and 
recommended its passage. 

Mr. Ward, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report: 
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Committee Room, Feb, 5th, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. GREER, is 

President of the Senate : 

The Enrolling committee presented to the Governor, on the 
4th inst., for his examination, the following bills, the same having 
been signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives ang 
President of the Senate: 

A bill for the relief of Frederick Scranton. 

A joint resolution. for the relief of Jacob Albright. 

Anact to authorize Mrs. Julia Stanton to take the guardian- 
ship of her son William Ewing Stanton. 

An act to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, to issue a headright certificate to Guy M. Bryan. a 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, in- 
torming the Senate, that the House had passed a bill to author- 
ize the Auditor and Comptroller of Public Accounts, to audit the 
claim of the officers and soldiers called out in 1841, against the 
Indians, by Brigadier Generals, Tarrant and Smith; originating 
in the Honse. : 

Also, the following bills, originating in the Senate, viz: 

A bill to incorporate Chappel Hill College; and 

A bill to incorporate the Houston Plank Road Company. 

Also, the following bills of the Senate, with amendments, viz: 

A bill to fix the salaries and per diem pay of officers, not other- 
wise provided for by law. 

A bill to create the county of Marion. 

A bill to organize the county of Marion ; and 

Joint resolution granting the right of way to the United States 
for a railroad to the Pacific ocean. 

Also, that the House had concurred in the amendments of the 
Senate, to a bill for the relief of the heirs of those who fell with 
Fannin, Travis, Grant and Johnson, during the war with Mexi- 
co, in the year 1835 and 1836 ; and to a bill to authorize Judges of 
the District court, to hold special terms of the District courts. 

Also, that the House had adopted the substitute of the Senate 
for the following bills, viz: 

A bill supplementary to an act to apportion the Senators and 
Representatives of the Legislature, among the-several counties of 
this State, according to the requirements of the Constitution, ap- 
proved January, 1850 ; and 

A bill to legalize certain headright certificates, issued by the 
County court of Refugio county. 

Also, that the House had adopted a subtitute for joint resolu- 
tion instructing our Senators and requesting our Representatives 
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inCongress, to endeavor to secure the passage of a law, requiring 
the United States District court, for the district of Texas, to be 
held at more places than one. 

Adso, that the House had adopted the Senate’s resolutions to 
adjourn, sine die, with an amendment. 

Mr. Latimer, frorn the committee on Jaternal Improvements, 
to which was referred a bill declaring a portion of Caney creek, 
in Matagorda Connty, a public highway, and providing for the 
removal of the obstructions - therein ; reported the same back to 
the Senate and recommended its passage. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to pravide for the investigation of land titles, in certain 
counties therein mentioned ; read third time. 

Mr, Portis moved to amend the 5th section, by striking out 
“ 14th day of November, 1835,” and inserting “2d day of March, 
1836.” Adopted, and bill passed. 

The following bills were severally read a third time and pass- 
ed, viz: = - 

A bill requiring the Commissioners appointed by an act cre- 
ating the county of Cherokee, approved April 11th, 1846, to če- 
liver up certain documents and monies therein mentioned. 

A bill to define the time of holding the courts in the twelfth 
Judicial district, 

A bill to authorize the county of Hartis to levy and collect a 
special tax, not to exceed one-half of the State tax of said coun- 
ty; and l 

aa bill to prevent locations in the colonies of Austin, De Witt 
and De Leon. 
; A bill to extend the provisions of an act to provide for aseer- 
‘taining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, approved March 
‘20th, 1848 ; read third time. 

Mr. Wallace offerred the following amendment : 

Sec. 1. Strike out ali after “ one,” and insert “and if not pre- 
sented by that time, said claims shall not be audited under the 
provisions of law now existing.” 

Rejected, and bill passed. 

A bill to incorporate the Guadalupe Bridge Company ; read 
third time and passed, by the following vote : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Grimes, 
Hart, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, 
Portis, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace 
—20. + 

Nays: None. 
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Mr. Truit offered the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the commitiee on the Judiciary be request- 
ed to enquire into the expediency of establishing in each county, 
a board of Land Commissioners, for the purpose of investigating 
claims for land, not exceeding a league and labor, and which have 
not heretofore been investigated by the Travelling Board of 
Land Commissioners, for the district including the county in 
which the applicant resides, and that they report by bill or oth- 
erwise, as they may deem advisable.” 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report : 

ComMitTTEE Room, Feb. 5th, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The joint committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the 
following bills and joint resolutions, and find them correctly en- 
rolled : 

The bill providing for the payment of the forage, subsistence 
and medicine, &c., of the company of mounted volunteers, com- 
manded by Captain Johnson, and mustered into the service of the 
State, by order of George T. Wood, Governor. 

The joint resolution fog the relief of Christopher Troute and 
R. M. Davis. 

The bill to create the county of Wood. 

The bill to define the boundaries of Limestone county. 

The joint resolution granting the Hon. Fielding Jones, Judge 
of the tenth Judicial district, leave of absence from the State. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Wm. R. Baker. 

The bill to organize the county of Ellis. 

The bill supplementary to an act to amend an act to create and 
organize the county of Panola, 

The bill to amend the 4th section of an act for the regulation 
of Pilots, at the mouth of the Brazos river, approved March 18th, 
1848. 

The bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue patents on certificates issued by the board of land 
commissioners of Robertson county, under certain restrictions. 

And the substitute for the bill to incorporate the Rio Grande 
and Gulf of Mexico Railroad Company. 

On motion of Mr: Gage, the Senate concurred in the amend- 
ment of the House to resolution relative to adjourning sine die. 

The following bills were severally read a third time and pass- 
ed, viz: - 

A bill for the relief of Jonathan Burleson. 
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A bill for the relief of John R. Baker. 

A bill to create the county of Uvalde. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. McMasters, late Sheriff of Brazo- 
ria county. 

A bill for the relief of Greenberry Logan and Joseph Taylor. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Charles Martin, dec’d.; and 

A bill for the relief of Melville Langham. 

Joint resolution granting the right of way to the United States 
for arailroad to the Pacific ocean, with amendments from the 
House; was read. 

Ist. Amendment was read. 

Mr. Pease raised a question of order, whether this being a bill 
making appropriations for internal improvements, it did not re- 
quire a vote of two-thirds, to concur in the amendments of the 
House. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned until half- 
past 2 o’clock, P. m. 


HALF PAST 2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Senate met— roll called—quorum present. 

A message was received from the Mouse of Representatives, 
requesting of the Senate to return to the House a joint resolution 
granting the right of way to the United States, for a Railroad to 
the Pacific ocean. . 

re aaa of Mr. Gage, the request was granted and bill re- 
turned. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report : 

ComMiITTEE Room, Feb. 5th, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 

President of the Senate : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the follow- 
ing, and find them correctly engrossed, to wit: 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act to establish the Galves- 
ton and Red River Railway Company. 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. Isham Tooke ; and 

A joint resolution for the relief of A. H. Cook. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, re- 
ported as correctly enrolled : 

A bill for the reltef of Jonathan Burleson ; and 

A bill to prevent locations in the colonies of Austin, De Witt 
and De Leon. 
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A bill to create the county of Marion, with an amendment 
from the House ; was read. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate refused to concur in the 
amendment. 

A bill to organize the county of Marion, with an amendment 
from the House; was read, 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate refused to concur in the 
amendment. 

Preamble and joint resolution instructing our Senators and re- 
questing our Representatives in the United States Congress, upon 
the subject ef the United States District Court for Texas, a sub- 
stitute of the House for the Senate resolution ; read first time, 

On motion of Mr. Ward, the rule was suspended ; resolution 
read second time, and referred to a Special committee. 

Messrs. Ward, Brashear, Parker, Kinney and Robertson, were 
appointed said committee, 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed a bill to incor- 
porate the Galveston Lodge, No. 3, of Independent order of Odd 
Fellows ; also, 

Joint resolution for the relief of Samuel G. Norvell, with an 
amendment ; also, 

That the House insisted on their amendments to a bill to incor- 
porate the Brazos, San Bernard and Oyster Creek Canal and Nav- 
igation Company, and had appointed Messrs. McKinney, Bryan 
and Sterne a committee of conference, and requested the appoint- 
ment of a like committee on the part of the Senate. 

Messrs. Pease, Portis and Cooke, were appointed said commit- 
tee of conference, on part of the Senate. 

The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House toa 
joint resolution for the relief of Sam. G. Norvell. 

A bill to amend an act to raise a revenue by taxation; read 
second time. 

Mr. Robertson moved to lay the bill on the table. 

‘Upon which, the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeas: Mr. Robertson—1. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, 
Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Taylor, Truif, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—20. 

Motion to lay on the table lost. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the rule was suspended and bill read 
third time and passed. i 

A bill to authorize and require the Auditor and Comptroller to 
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audit d allow as a valid claim against the Republic of Texas, 
a debt contracted to pay the expense of the eseort for Genera: 
Santa Anna from Texas to Washington City; read second time 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Davis moved to reconsider the vote which refused to pass, 
on yesterday, a bill to create the office of State Translator. 

i Upon which the yeas and nays were ealled, and were as fol- 
OWS: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Kin- 
ney, Moffett, Portis, Truitand Yan Derlip—10. 

Nays: Messrs. Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Parker, Pease, 
Phillips, Taylor, Ward, Walker and Wallace—11. 

Refused to reconsider. 

A bill to amend an act to establish the Galveston and Red’ 
River Railway Company ; read third time and passed, by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Grimes, 
Hart, Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, 
Portis, Taylor, Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace—19, 

Nays: Messrs. Gage and Van Derlip—2. 

Joint resolution for the relief of A. H. Cook; read third time. 

Mr. Burleson moved to amend the caption, by inserting “ and 
James Smith,” after “ Cook.” Adopted, 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend the 1st section, by inserting “and 
James Smith $142 30,” after “ dollars.” 

Adopted, and resolution passed. 

A bill for the benefit of the heirs of Mrs. Isham Tooke; read 
third time. 

The yeas and nays were called on its final passage, and were 
as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kin- 
ney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Portis, Truit, Ward and Walker 
—13. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Hart, Parker, Pease, ee Tay- 
lor, Van Derlip and Wallace—8. 

Rejected, two-thirds not voting for it. 

A bill to incorporate the Harts Creek Turnpike Company ; 
read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Ward, referred to a Select committee, 

Messrs. Ward, Hart and McRae, were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

A bill to incorporate the Buffalo Bayou, Rrazos and Colora- 
do Railroad Company ; read second time, 
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On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

A bill to prescribe the time of holding the District court in and 
for Montgomery county; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

A bill to amend an act for the incorporation of the city of La- 
redo; read second time. 

On motion of Mr, Gage, referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

A bill to prevent controversies originating from a conflict of 
patents, emanating from the State of Texas; read. - 

On motion of Mr. Gage, laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of Johu Beeman, John S. Beeman, James 
J. Beeman and Joho N. Bryan; read. 

Mr. Walker offered the following proviso : 

“Provided that the proper evidence accompanying the field 
notes of said J. N. Bryan’s survey, that it does not interfere with 
the survey made in the name of John Grigsby for twenty-six 
labors of land; and provided further, that the proper evidence 
accompanying the field notes of the survey No,-1, letter A, for 
320 acres of land,in the name of John Beeman; that the ques- 
tion of occupancy of the land by another person, at the time said 
survey was made, has been properly settled between the parties, 
according to law.” 

Adopted, by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Gage. Grimes, Kinney, Latimer, Parker, Portis, 
Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace—10. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Moffett, Pease, Phillips and Van Der- 
ip—5. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading, by the following 
vote; 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Grimes, Kin- 
ney, Latimer, McRae, Parker, Portis, Truit, Ward, Walker and 
Wallace—t4, 


Nays: Messrs. Gage, Moffett, Pease, Phillips and Van Derlip 
On motion of Mr. Phillips, a bill to prevent controversies origi- 
nating from a conflict of patents, emanating from the State of 
Texas, was taken up. 
Mr, Phillips offered the following amendments : 
“Tn the caption, 3d line after the words “ from the,” insert “Re- 
public or,” 
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In 1st section, 4th line, after the word “ issued,” insert “ by the 
Republic or State of Texas.” 

Adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed, 

On motion of Mr, Gage, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
third time and passed. 

Mr. Moffett introduced a bill to amend the 3d section of an act 
to amend the first, third and seventh sections of the act to define 
the time of holding the District courts in the several Judicial dis- 
tricts of the State of ‘Texas, approved February 19, 1848; read 
first time. 

A bill to establish the salaries and per diem pay ot officers not 
otherwise provided for by law, with amendments trom the House; 
read, 

The Senate refused to concur in the first amendment. 

The yeas and nays were called on the second amendment, 
striking out $600 and inserting $750 for pay of Clerks in Gene- 
ral Land Office, and were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Portis, Robertson and 
Van Derlip—6. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Latimer, McRae, Mof- 
fett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Taylor, Truit, Ward, Walker and 
Wallace—14. i 

Refused to concur. 

T'he yeasand nays were called on the third amendment, stri- 
king out $ and inserting $ for salary of principal Drafts- 
man in General Land Office, and stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Phillips, Taylor, 
Van Derlip and Ward—8. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Grimes, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, 
Parker, Pease, Portis, Robertson, Walker and Wallace—11. 

Refused to concur, 

The Senate refused to concur in the fourth amendment, stri- 
king of $  forsalary of assistant Draftsman, and inserting $ 

The Senate refused to concur in the fifth amendment, striking 
out $ and inserting $ for salary of Comptroller, 

The Senate refused to concur in the sixth amendment, striking 
out $600, ard inserting $800 for salary of Clerk in Comptroller's S 
Office. 

The yeas and nays were called on the seventh amendment, 
striking out $1000, and inserting $1200, for salary of Treasurer, 
and were as follows : 

Yeas : Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Kinney, Moffett, 
Portis, Robertson and Van Derlip—9. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, 
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Parker, Pease, Phillips, Taylor, Truit, Ward, Walker and Wal- 
lace—13. 

Refused to concur. 

The Senate refused to concur in the amendment striking out 
‘$600, and inserting $750, for salary of Clerk in the State De- 
partment; and striking ont $600, and inserting $750, for salary 
of Governor’s Private Secretary. 

The yeas and nays were called on the amendment, making $3 
per diem, the pay of members of the Legislature, and were as 
follows : : 

Yeas: Messrs. Davis, Portis and Robertson—3. 

Nays : Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hartt, 
Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Tay- 
lor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—19. 

Refused to concur. 

The Senate also, refused to concur in the amendments, striking 
out $3 per day, and inserting $5, for pay of Chief Clerk of the 
House and Secretary of the Senate; and striking ont $3, and in- 
serting $4 per day, for pay of other Clerks of the Legislature ; 
and also, refused to concur in the amendment, giving $4 per day 
to Sergeant-at arms and Door-keepers of béth Houses. 

On motion of Mr. Yan Derlip, a committee of Conference was 
appointed on said bill. 

Messrs. Van Derlip, Pease and Cooke, were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Walker moved to reconsider the vote which rejected a bill 
to create the office of State Translator. . 

The President decided the motion out of order. 

Mr. Portis appealed from the decision. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the Senate adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY, 9 o'clock, a. m. February 6, 1850, 


The Senate was called to order by the President—Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gaze, Grimes, Hart, 
McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Tay- 
lor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace. 

The journals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Van Derlip froin the Judiciary c :mmittee, to which was 
referred a bill to amend an act for the incorporation of the city 
of Laredo, and a bill to prescribe the time of holding the District 
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Court in and for Montgomery county ; reported the same back to 
the Senate without amendments, and recommended their passage. 

Mr. Robertson made the following report : 

ComMiTTRE Room, Feb. 5th, 1850. 

Hon. Joan A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The joint Select comunittee, to whom was referred the several 
resolutions on the subject of Santa Fe, respectfully ask leave to 
report the following conclusions of your committee, drawn after 
a careful examination of the matters referred. 

Ist. That the title of Texas to all that territory lying east of 
the Rio Grande from its mouth to its source, and east of aline 
from the source of the Rio Grande running due north to the 42d 
degree of north latitude, and south and west of the line designa- 
ted in the treaty of the 22nd February, 1819, between Spain and 
the United States, and again designated in the treaty between the 
United States and Mexico of the 12th June, 1828; and again 
designated in the treaty of the 25th of April, 1838, between the 
Republic of Texas and the United States, is clear beyond contro- 
versey, and must be admitted by all just and candid men who 
examine the subject. 

2nd. That bonor, interest and duty, all require the Legislature 
of Texasto extend the benefits of her laws, and enforce her 
rightful jurisdiction over every portion of her territory, to give 
protection to her citizens, exact their allegiance, and enforce obe- 
dience to her laws. 

3rd. That while we claim jurisdiction over the inhabitants of 
Santa Fe and require them to obey our laws, it is right that their 
civil and political rights shoud be amply protected and secured, 
and that they should have our laws disseminated among them, 
so that they may see that they in common with our other citizens 
are entitled to and receive the protection and benefits of the 
same laws. 

Ath. That the President of the United States, acting under a 
sacred obligation to enforce any provision of the constitution 
that tends to protect the sovereignty of the several States of the 
Union, and to suppress rebellion, will issue any necessary order 
to the officers of the United States occupying posts within the 
limits of our State, to aid the authorities of Texas to suppress 
rebellion, and to enforce her laws, a 

Such being the conclusions of your committee, they respect- 
fully ask leave to report the two accompanying bills and joint 
resolution, as the best and most effectual means of organizing the 
county of Santa Fe that have been suggested to your committee, 
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and recommend their passage, that the people of Santa Fe may 
see that their rights are respected and guaranteed by the State of 
Texas, and that they may know and feel that Texas has the pow- 
er and will enforce her jurisdiction, 
J. B. ROBERTSON, „~ 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 
BEN. ©. FRANKLIN, 
: Chairman on the part of the House. 

- A bill to establish the court of organization in the county of 
Sauta Fe, and to define its jurisdiction ; read first time. 

A bill to authorize the Executive to suppress rebellion in the 
State, and to enforce the mope perfect organization of the county 
of Santa Fe; read first time. 

Preamble and joint resolution instructing our Senators and 
requesting our Representatives, to perform certain duties therein 
expressed ; read first time. 

.Mr. Kinney, chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs, to 
whom was referred a bill to prevent and punish nefarious bart- 
ering or traffic with Indians on the frontier of the State ; report- 
ed the same back to the Senate, and recommended its passage. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, that the House insisted on their amendment 
to a bill for the relief of the heirs of William Wallace, who fell 
at Goliad, and had appointed Messrs. Williams, Bogart and Lloyd, 
a committee of Conference on said bill ; 

Also, returned to the Senate, joint resolution granting the right 
of way to the United States, for a Railroad to the Pacifie Ocean ; 
without further amendments. 

also, that the House concurred in the amendments of the Sen- 
ate, to the following bills, viz: 

A bill forthe relief of the persons taken prisoners by the 
Mexican army at San Antonio; 

A bill to regulate the courts and the time of holding the same, 
in the fourth judicial district ; - 

A bill for the relie! of George T. Howard and Duncan C. 
Ogden. 

Also, that the House had passed the following bills originating 
in the Senate, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Levin S. Sargent ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Joba ©. Ogden. 

A bill for the relief of Charles T. Stanley ; and 

A bill to anthorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to receive from the Secretary of State, the archives of 
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Martim De Leon’s colony, and deposit the-same in the General 
Land Office ; also, 

A bill to establish the La Salle and El Paso Railway Com- 
pany ; with an amendment; also, 

A bill for the relief of James M. Day, originating in the 
House. 

On motion of Mr, Gage, a committee of Conference was ap- 
pointed upon the bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repres- 
entatives of William Wallace, who fell at Goliad ; Messrs. Gage, 
Moffett and 'T'ruit, were appointed said committee. 

„On motion of Mr. Parker, a committee of Conference was ap- 
pointed on the bills to create the county of Marion, and a bill 
to organize the county of Marion; Messrs. Parker, ‘Taylor and 
Walker, were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Ward, chairman of the Select committee, to which was 
referred a bill to incorporate the Hart’s Creek Turnpike Com- 
pany; reported the same back to the Senate with amendments, 
and, recommended their adoption and the passage of the bill. 


Amendments. 


Ist. Amendment—strike out “or causeway” in fifth line. 

End of first section, insert “the road to be constructed by 
throwing up an embankment through said bottom sufficiently 
wide to admit wagons and teams to pass, and to be elevated above 
the usual high water mark in said bottom, and a bridge across 
said stream,” 

End of sixth section, insert “and provided further, that all 
citizens of said county of Titus, shall pass free of charge over 
said road on the Sabbath day, but this exemption shall not apply 
to wagons or carts passing for the transaction of business; and 
the citizens of said county shall not be required at any time, to 
pay more than one half the toll allowed to be charged others by 
this act, nor shall said citizens be required to pay a second time 
the same day, for passing over said road.” 

In eighth section, second line, strike out “turnpike or cause- 
way.” 

Mr. Pease, from the committee on the Judiciary, to which was 
referred a joint resolution proposing an amendment to the consti- 
tution ; reported the same back to the Senate, and recommended 
its passage, 

Mr. Van Derlip, from the committeee on the Judiciary, te 
which was referred a bill to incorporate the Buffalo Bayou, Bra- 
zos and Colorado Railroad Company ; reported the same back to 
the Senate with an amendment, and recommended its passage. 
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Amend the 12th section, second line, by striking out the word 
“materially.” 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined an act to 
authorize and require the Auditor and Comptroller, to audit and 
allow as a valid claim against the Republic of Texas, a debt con- 
tracted to pay the expenses of the escort for General Santa Anna 
from Texas to Washington city; and find it correctly engrossed. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The first among the orders of the day, was the question on the 
appeal from the decision of the President, that a motion to recon- 
sider a motion which refused to reconsider a vote was out of 
order; the decision of the President was sustained by the follow- 
ing vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Taylor, Ward and Wallace—13. 

Nays—-Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Kinney, Moffett, Portis, Rob- 
ertson, Truit, Van Derlip and Walker—9. 

A bill to authorize and require the Anditor and Comptroller. 
to audit and allow asa valid claim against the Republic of Tex- 
as, a debt contracted to pay the expenses of the escort for Gen. 
Santa Anna from Texasto Washington city; read third time 
and passed. 

A bill to establish the La Salle and El Paso Railway Com- 
pany, with amendments from the House; was read. 

Mr. Phillips moved that the Senate refuse to concur in the 
amendments: upon which the yeas and nays were as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Grimes, Kinney, Parker, 
Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Ward and Walker--12, 

Nays—Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Hart, McRae, Moffett, Van Der- 
lip and Wallace—8. 'The Senate refused to concur. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, a committee of Conference was 
appointed on said bill, and the House was requested to appoint a 
like committee ; Messrs. Phillips, Van Derlip and Portis, were 
appointed said committee on part of the Senate. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House insisted on their amendment 
to section thirteen ; and refusedto concur in the Senate’s amend- 
ment to section twenty, to a bill to provide for the investigation of ` 
land titles in certain counties therein mentioned, and that Messrs. 
Bee, Stapp, Russell, Tarrant and Lewis, were appointed a com- 
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mittee of Conference on said bill on part of the House, and re- 
quested a like commnittee on the part of the Senate; 

Also, that the House had passed a bill to define the time of 
holding the District Courts in the third judicial district. 

"Mr. ‘Phillips offered the following preamble and resolutions : 

Whereas, the Senate have learned with much regret the death 
of their learned and esteemed Chaplain, the Rev. J. O. Hawley: 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the Senate deeply lament the death of their 
Chaplain, the Rev. J. O. Hawley. 

Resolved, That the Senate sincerely and deeply sympathize 
with Mrs. E. M. Hawley, the bereaved and afflicted widow of the 
late Rev. J.O. Hawley, in the irreparable loss she has sustained 
in the death of her late pious, amiable, and talented husband. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to 
Mrs. E. M. Hawley. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended, and resolu- 
tions adopted. 

Mr. Parker offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Treasurer is hereby required to pay to 
Mrs. Hawley, widow of the Rev. J. O. Hawley, upon the certifi- 
cate of the Secretary of the Senate, the amount to which he may 
be entitled as Chaplain of the Senate the present session. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the resolution was referred to the 
committee on Finance. - 

A bill to authorize the Auditor and Comptroller of Public Ac- 
counts, to andit the claims of the officers and soldiers called out 
in 1841 against the Indians, by Brigadier Generals Tarrant and 
Smith ; read first time. 

A bill for the relief of James M. Day ; read first time. 

A bill to define the times of holding the courts in the third ju- 
dicial district; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the rule was suspended, read sec- 

ond time and passed to a third ‘reading. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 

A bill toamend the 3rd section of the act to amend the first, 
third and seventh sections, of the act to define the time of hold- 
ing the District Courts, in the several judicial districts of the 
State of Texas, approved February 29th, 1848 ; read second 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 


On motion of Mr. Wallace, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 


, 
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Joint resolution providing forthe most efficient and certain 
protection of the exposed borders and frontier portions of Texas, 
agaiust the continued hostility and depredations of the Indians ; 
together with the report of a Select committee offering a substi- 
tute therefor, was read. 2 

Mr. Van Derlip moved to lay the bill and substitute on the ta- 
ble, and make it the order of the day for to morrow; upon which 
the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Brashear, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Moffett, Phillips, 
Taylor, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace—10. 

Nays— Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Kinney, McRae, Par- 


‘ker, Portis, Robertson, Truit and Waller—10. 


` 

The President voted in the affirmative ; so the bill was laid 
on the table until to morrow. 

The report of the committee of Conference on several bills 
relating to judicial districts, was on motion of Mr. Wallace, laid 
on the table. 

A bill declaring a portion of Caney Creek in Matagorda coun- 
tv, a public highway, and providing for the removal of the ob- 
structions therein ; read and passed toa third reading. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs at law of Jesse Bledsoe ; read 
and passed to a third reading. 

On mation of Mr. Portis, the Senate adjourned until half-past 
two o’clock. 


HALF-PAST TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Senate met—roll called —qnorum present. 

Resoiution of the Senate offered on yesterday by Mr. Truit, 
requiring the committee on the Judiciary to enquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing in each county, a Board of Land Com- 
mis:ioners tor the purpose of investigating land claims, etc, ; was 
read and adopted. 

A bill to provide for the election of a Judge and District At- 
torney, for the twelfth judicial district; read and passed to third 
reading. 

A bill more permanently locating the seat of justice of Gray- 
son county; read third time and passed. 


A bill to authorize Bartlet Simms to raise a location therein 
named, and to tocate the same on any vacant land; read third 
time and passed. 


A bill to amend the second section of an act to authorize Chas. 


Covington and his associates, to establish a Ferry across the river 
ss i 
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Yegua, and construct a canseway across the bottom lands there- 
of; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill granting to Isaac Dewees and Thomas M. Brown, the 
privilege “of establishing a Ferry across the river Sabine, together 
with the report of the committee ou Roads, Bridges and Ferries, 
offering amendments thereto ; was read. 

On motion of Mr. McRae, the report was taid on the table, and 
bill taken up; read and passed to a third reading. 

A bill for the relief of John Beeman, John S. Beeman, James 
J. Beeman, and John N. Bryan; read third time ; the yeas and 
days being called on its passage, were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Hart, Kinney, 
Moffett, Portis, Truit and Walker—10. 

Nays—Messrs. Gage, Grimes, McRae, Parker, Pease, Phillips, 
Taylor, Van Derlip and Wallace—9. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. Gage made the following report : 

CommMitTTE& Room, Feb. 6th, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The committee of Conference, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs and legal representa- 
tives of William Wallace, who fell at Goliad; with the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives ; have conferred thereon, 
and are of opinion that the heirs of Nathaniel Dennis, are enti- 
tled to one-third of a league of land, as provided in the amend- 
ment of the House, and can be incorporated in the bill before the 
committee; therefore, have agreed io report the amendments 
herewith reported, and recommend their adoption. 

DAVID GAGE, 
Chairman on part of the Senate. 
W. M. WILLIAMS, 


Chairman on part of the House. 


+ 


Adopted. 

A bill requiring all persons filing on land, to have the same 
surveyed within a given time; read, and, on motion of Mr, Van 
Derlip, referred to a Special committee. 

Messrs. Van Derlip, Grimes and Walker, were appointed said 
committee, 

Mr. Wallace offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That theSecretary of the Senate, be authorized to 
employ a sufficient number of additional clerks, until the ad- 
journment of the present session of the Legislature ; and that 
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they each be entitled to the same per diem pay for their services, 
as other clerks in the Legislature. ~ 

Ou motion of Mr. Kinney, a committees of Conference was ap 
pointed on a hill to provide for the investigation of land titles, in 

. cerlain counties therein mentioned. 
* Messrs. Kinney, Gage and Phillips, were appointed said com. 
z mittee. 

Joint resolution granting the right of way to the United States 
fora Railroad to the Pacific Ocean, with amendments from the 
House. 

The President decided that it required a vote of two-thirds to 
adopt the amendments, as it required a vote of two thirds to pass 
the bill; from which decision, Mr. Robertson appealed. 

On motion of Mr. Ward, a committee was appointed to receive 
the vote of Mr. Latimer, on the appeal. 

Messrs. Ward and Hart, were appointed said committee. 

The yeas and nays being called on the appeal, were as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Pease, Phillips. 
Van Derlip and Wallace—8. 

Nays— Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, Mof- 
fett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Trait, Ward and Walker 
—13. Sothe appeal was sustained. 

Ist Amendment—insert in the caption after “joint resolution,” 
“authorizing the government of the United States to construct a 
National Railroad through the limits of the State of ‘Fexas ;" 
concurred in by the following vote : 

Yeas— Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Hart, Kinney, Moffett, 
Parker, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Ward and Walker-13. 

Nays—Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Pease, Phillips, Van 
Derlip and Wallace—7. 

2nd Amendment—Insert after “road” in the third section, “and 
the said alternate sections which may uuder the provisions ot 

-this act be allotted to the State of Texas, and all the proceeds 
arising from the sale thereof, shall be and the same are hereby set 
apart, reserved and appropriated exclusively for the payment of 
the public debt of the late Republic of Texas; and all locations 
made upon the lands, herein reserved (after the route of said road 
has been designated,) by virtue of any head-right certificate, 
bounty warrant or land scrip, shal] be and are hereby declared 
null and void ;” concurred in by the following vote: 

‘Yeas—Messrs. Cooke, Hart, Kinney, Moffett, Parker, Robert- 
son, Taylor, Truit and Ward—9. 

Nays—Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Pease, Phitlips, Van 
Derlip, Walker and Wallace—8. 


r? 


660 


The Senate also concurred in the third amendment, which is 
the following additional section : 

_“Section 5. Be it further resolved, That in granting the pro- 
visions of this act, they are granted upon the express condition, 
that the State of Texas reserves the right to construct or author- 
ize to be constructed, any other Railroad within her limits, which 
she may deem proper; which may connect with the main track 
of the Railroad te be constructed by the United States, or by its 
authority,” l 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had reconsidered the adop- 
tion of the report of the committee of Conference, on the several 
bills and substitutes of the Senate, organizing the judicial districts 
therein referred to; and have re-referred them to the same com- 
tee, for further investigation. 

Also, that the House had passed the following bills and joint 
resolution, which were severally read a first time, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas Weston, deceased, 
and their assigns ; 

A bill to validate certain patents therein. designated ; 

A bill making an appropriation to enable the Governor to pro- 
cure and have copied, for the benefit of the several counties in 
the State, a full set of weights and measures ; 

A bill supplementary to an act to regulate thé Public Printing, 
approved March 8, 1848; and 

Joint resolution for the relief of Green K. Cessna and Nancy 
K. Cessna. 

On motion of Mr. Truit, the rule was suspended, resolution 
read second time and referred to the committee on Private Land | 
Claims. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the report of the committee of Con- 
ference on the several bills organizing the judicial districts ; was 
taken up and re-referred to the same committce. i 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a joint resolution for the relief of A. 
H. Cook and James Smith—which originated in the Senate. 

Mr. Ward made the following report : 

[*,* No report in copy furnished the printer.] 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned, 
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Taurspay, February 7, 1850. 


The Senate was called to order by the President—Senators 
present: Messrs Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, 
Hart, Moffett, Parker, Philips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, 
Ward, Walker and Wallace. 

Journals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 

-made the following report : 
ComMITTeE Room, February 7, 1850. 

Hon. Jons A. GREER, 

b President of the Senate: 

The committee on Eugrossed Bills have examined the follow- 
ing and find it correctly engrossed, to wit : 

A bill to amend the second section of an act to authorize 
Charles Covington and his associates to establish a terry across 
the river Yegua, and construct a causeway across the bottom 
lands thereof. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following reports: 

CommitTTEE Room, Feb. 9th, 1850. 

To the Hon. Joun A. GREER, 

President of the Senate : 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill to 
authorize the printing of five hundred additional copies of the 
laws passed at the session of the Legislature in the years 1849 
and 1850, have investigated the subject, and are of opiniom there 
is no necessity for printing the additional number of copies con- 
templated by the bill The Legislatnre has already provided for 
the printing of twenty-five hundred copies of the laws, which 
are to be distributed as follows, to wit: 

To Governor of each State of the United States, one 


copy each, 30 
« Librarian of Congress, 1 
“ Secretary of State of the United States, 1 


“ Foreign governments who exchange with Texas, A 
“ Governor, Secretary of State, Comptroller, Trea- 

surer, Auditor, Attorney-General. and Commis- 

sioner of the General Land Offce, each one 


copy, g 
« 3 Judges and 1 Clerk of the Supreme Court, one 
copy each, 4 


12 Judges and 92 Clerks of District Courts, each 
one copy, 104 
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To 22 Senators and 48 Bepicseniatiecs, each one 


copy; 70 

t 92 Counties, Chief Justice of each connty, ` 92 
« « Clerks of County Courts, each one eopy, 92 
© « Sheriffs. each one copy, 3 92 
« « Assessors aud Collectors, each one copy, «92 
af eres Commissioners, one copy each, 368 
Justices of the Peace, say 4 to each county, 368 
“ Notaries Public, say 3 to each county, 276 
1,587 


Remaining in the office of the Secretary of State, after 
distributing the-laws as required by law, 913 
Thus, after distributing the laws as above, which your com- 

mittee believe is a full estimate of all the officers entitled to the 

laws, will leave nine hundred and thirteen copies in the State 

Department, which appears to your committee a number suffi- 

ecient for all necessary purposes. They therefore recommend 

that no further action be bad on the bill. 
JESSE GRIMES, Chairman. 

Mr. Van Derlip, chairman of Select committee, to which was 
referred an act requiring all persons filing on lauds, to have the 
same surveyed within a given time, reported a substitute for the 
same and recommended its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the rule was suspended, and 
a A bill and sobsti ute were taken wp ; substitute rejected. 

Mr. Van Derlip moved to lay the bill on the table; carried. 

Mr. Kinney, chairman of committee of Conference on part of 
the Senate, on a bil! to provide for the investigation of land ti- 
tles in certain connties therein named, reported that the Senate 
recede from their additional section No. 20, and that they con- 
cur in the amendment of the Honse to section 13. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to which was referred a bill for the relief of Green K. 
Cessna and Nancy K Cessna, reported the same back to the Se- 
nate, and recommended its passage without amendment. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Resolution introduced on yesterday by Mr. Wallace, authoriz- 
ing the Secretary of the Senate to employ additional clerks, &c., 
&c., was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had adopted the report of the committee of Con- 
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ference on a bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representa- 
tives of William Wallace, who fell at Goliad, and had rejected 
the Senate’s jomt resolution requiring the clerk of the county 
court of Austin county to record all the proceedings-of the Al- 
ealde courts and the Ayuntamiento which may at this time be 
found in his office, and had passed the following bills originating 
in the Senate : 

A bill for the relief of Tilford Baker, with amendments ; 

A bill to establish the time of holding the District Courts in 
the first judicial district. 

` Also, had concurred in the amendments of the Senate to the 
following bills : 

A bill to extend the provisions of an act to provide for ascer- 
taining the public debi of the late Republic of Texas, approved 
March 20, 1848 ; 

A bill for the relicf of William McMasters, late Sheriff of Bra 
zoria county ; 

And had ad pted the substitute of the Senate to the bill from 
the House to incorporate the town of Livingston. 

The report of the committee of Conference on a bill to pro- 
vide for the investigation of land titles in certain counties there- 
in named, upon the adoption of which the yeas and nays were 
called and stood thus: F 2 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Kinney, Moffett, Pease, Phil- 
lips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor. Truit and Walker—11. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, McRae, Parker, 
Van Derilp, Ward and Wallace—9 ; adopted. 

A bill to authorize Charles Covington and his associates to es- 
tablish a ferry across the river Yegna, and to construct a cause- 
way across the bottom lands thereof; read third time and passed 
by the fol'owing vote : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, 
Hart, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease Phillips, Robertson, Taylor, 
Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace—16. 

Nays: None. 

A bill declaring a portion of Caney creek in Matagorda coun- 
ty a public highway, and providing for the removal of obstruc- 
tions in the same ; read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs at law of Jesse Bledsoe ; read 
third time. 3 

Mr. Walker moved to refer the bill to a Special committee, up- 
on which the yeas and nays were called aud stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Davis, Grimes, McRae, Parker, Truit, Van Der- 
lip, Ward, Walker and Wa:'nce—9. 
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Nays—Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Hart, Moffett, Pease, 
Phillips, Portis, Robertson and Taylor—10 ; lost. 

Mr. Grimes moved to strike out “one league and labor,” and 
insert “one-third of a league”; lost.’ i 

Mr. Wallace moved that the bill and report be referred to the 
committee on P.ivate Land Claims ; lost. 

The question recurred upon the final passage of the bill, upon 
which the yeas and nays were called and stood thus : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Hart, Kinney, Parker, 
Portis, Robertson and Walker— 9. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Moffett, Pease, Phil- 
lips, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip and Ward—10. 

So the Senate refused to pass the bill. 

Mr. Ward, from the committee on Enrolled Bills made the 
following report : = 

; Commitrer Room, Feb. 7th, 1850. 

Hon. Joun A. GREER, 

President of the Senate : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the following 
bills, and find them correctly enrolled. The same having been 
signed by the Speaker of the House and President of the Senate, 
were this day presented to the Governor for his examination : 

An act for the relief of David Lane, the heirs of Henry L. 
Lane, deceased, and Wesley Byers ; 

A bill concerning passengers coming to the State of Texas ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
John C. Ogden ; = 

An act to incorporate the Galveston Lodge No. 3 of the In-_ 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows ; 

An act for the relief of Levin S. Sargent ; 

A bill to be entitled an act better defining the boundaries of 
Kaufman county ; 

A bill to incorporate Chappel Hill College ; 

A bill to incorporate the Houston Plank Road company. 

Mr. Phillips moved to reconsider the vote which refused to 
pass the bill for the relief of the heirs at law of Jesse Bledsoe, 
deceased ; carried. ~ 

Mr. Kinney moved to reconsider the vote which rejected Mr. 
Grimes’ amendment, to strike out “one league and labor,” and 
insert “one-third of aleague”; carried. : 


The question then recurred on the adoption of the amendment, 
upon which the yeas and nays were called and stood thus: 


Yeas—Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kin- 


hd 


665 


ney, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Taylor, Troit, 
Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Portis and Walker—3 ; carried. 

The bill then passed. 

A bill to provide for the election of a Judge and District At- 
torney for the twelfth judicial District ; read a third time and 
passed. 

A bill granting to Isaac Dewees and Thomas M. Brown the 
privilege of establishing a ferry across the river Sabine; read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to prescribe the time of hoiding the District Courts in 
and for Montgomery county, upon report of Judiciary committee 
recommending its passage ; read, and passed to thiid reading. 

A bill to amend an act for the incorporation of the city of La- 
redo, upon report of Judiciary committee, recommending its pas- 
Sage ; read, and passed to third reading. 

‘A hill'to incorporate the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado 
Rail-Road company, upon the report of Judiciary committee, re- 
commending its passage, with an amendment ; read, ahd report 
adopteč. 

Mr. Portis offered the following proviso to the 10th section : 

« Provided, they shall have the same rights to enter upon, and 
condemn lands as the company have, and generally to have the 
same rights to coustruct their branch as are granted by the char- 
ter to the Rail-Road company, and the Mayor apd Aldermen of 
the city of Houston are hereby made a party to this charter” ; 
adopted. 

Bill then passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas --Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Grimes, Hart, Mc- 
Rae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor. 
Trmit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace--18. ` 

Nays—None. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had adopted the report of 
the committee of Conference on a bill to provide for the investi- 
gation of land titles in certain counties therein named. 

Mr. Walker moved to take up a bill for the relief of John Bee- 
man, John S. Beeman, James J. Beeman and John L. Bryan, up- 
on which the yeas and nays were called and stood thus; 

Yeas-—Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Grimes, Hart, Kin- 
ney, McRae, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Ward, 
Walker and Wallace--15. 
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Nays——Messrs. Gage, Pease, Phillips, and Van Derlip--4; 
carried. 

On motion of Mr. Walker, the Senate adjourned till half-past 
2 o'clock, p. m. 

HALF-PAST 2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Senate met—roll ealled—quorum present. 

Mr. Ward, chairman of Joint committee, raised by resolution 
to examine the offices of Treasurer and Comptroller, made the 
following report: 

[*,* For report, see Appendix. 

A bill to provide for settling the fiscal affairs of the late Re- 
public of Texas, and for the more prompt collection of the rev- 
enue accruing under the State of Texas ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Ward, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred to committee on Finance. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House fad adopted the report of the cemmittee of Con- 
ference on a bill to organize the county of Marion, and a bill to 
create the county of Marion. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the report was adopted. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Tilford Baker, with an 
amendment from the House, was read and amendment concur- 
red in. 7 

The report of the Select committee, to whom was referred ù 
substitute from the House fo a joint resolution of the Senate, in- 
structing our Senators and requesting our representatives in 
Congress to endeavor to secure the passage of a law requiring 
the United States Distriet Court for the District of Texas to be ' 
held at more places than one, recommending the rejection of the 
substitute, was adopted ; and, on motion of Mr. Ward, a commit- 
tee of Conference was appointed on said resolntion. 

Messrs. Ward, Portis and Van Derlip were appointed said 
committee. 

Joint resolution providing for the more efficient and certain 
protection of the exposed borders and frontier portions of Texas, 
against the continued hostility and depredatious of the Indians, 
on report of Select committee, offering a substitute, was read, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, laid on the table. 

A joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion, npon the report of the Judiciary committee, recommending 
its passage, was ordered to he engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate the Hart’s creek Turnpike company, up- 
on the report of Select committee, proposing amendments, was 
read ; amendments adopted and bil! passed to third reading. 


» 
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On motion of Mr. Ward, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed by the following vote : 

Yeas: Messrs, Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Kin- 
ney, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Tiuit, Van 
Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—17. ~= = 

Nay : Mr. Grimes—l. 

A bill to prevent and punish nefarious trading or traffic with 
Indians on the frontier of the State, on the report of the com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, recommending its passage, was read; 
and the yeas and navs being called on its reference to the Judi- 
ciary committee, moved by Mr. Gage, stood thus: 

Yeas— Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Grimes, McRae, Pease, Tay- 
lor, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace—9. 

Nays—Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Kinney, Moffett, Parker, Phil- 
lips, Portis, Robertson, Trait and Walker--10 ; lost. 

Mr. Van Derlip offered the following amendment: 

Section 2, That it shall not be lawful for any person in this 
State to trade or traffic with any Indian tribe within the limits of 
Texas, without first having obtained a license from the proper 
authorities of the United States, according to the laws of the 
United States upon this subject. 

The yeas and nays being called on its adoption, stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs, Gage, Pease, Phillips, Taylor, Van Derlip, Ward 
and Wallace—T, ` 

Nays—-Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Grimes, Kinney, Mc- 
Rae, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Truit aud Walker—12; 
lost. 

The yeas and nays on the engrossment of the bill stand thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Grimes, Kinney, Me- 
Rae, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit and Wal- 
ker—13, 

Nays: Messrs. Gage, Pease, Phillips, Van Derlip, Ward and 
Wallace—6. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed the following bills : 

A bill to change the name of George Harrell to George W. 
Gibbs ; 

A bill to change the name of Jesse Gilliam to Jesse Tarrant 
Gilliam ; ; 

A bill for the relief of J. B. Hoxie, William C. Harrison and 
William E. Parker ; 

A bill to incorporate the Trinity Navieation company ; 

A bill to change the names of Magdaiiue Margaret and Rober- 
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to W. Simpson, minor daughters of the Rev. James Simpson, to 
Magdaline Eliza Walker and Roberto W. Walker. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman on part of the Senate of a committee 
of Conference, to which was referred several bills in relation. to 
the fifth, sixth, eighih and ninth judicial districts, reported and 
recommended that the Ist and 2d sections of the substitute be 
stricken out, and the substitute, when so amended, be adopted, 
and the original bills be laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rale was suspended, and bills 
and substitute taken up. 

Mr. Parker moved to insert after “eighth,” “and ninth.” 

Snbstitute adopted, which passed the bill. 

Also, reported a bill for the fifth and sixth districts, ve re- 
commend its passage ; adopted, which passed the bill. 

The question on the passage of the bill before the Senate at 
its adjournment at 12 o’clock, M., this day, being called for by 
Mr. Walker, on motion of Mr. Walker to appoint a committee to ` 
take the vote of Mr. Latimer, the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Grimes, 
Hart, Kinney, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Robertson, Truit, 
Ward, Walker and Wallace—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Gage, Phillips and Van Derlip—3; carried. 

The question being raised, that the Senate could not entertain 
the bill, because a bill containing the same substancé had been 
rejected by the Senate, and the yeas and nays being called, were 
as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kinney, Moffett, 
Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip and 
Walker—lA. 

Nays—-Messrs. Burleson, Hart, Robertson, Ward and Wal- 
lace —5. 

The question recurred on the passage of the bill, and siood 
thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, Moffett, 
Parker, Truit and Walker—9. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Pease, Phillips, Por- 
tis, Robertson, Taylor, Van Derlip, Ward, Wallace—1L11, 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the Senate adjourned. 
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The Senate was called to order by the President—Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cook, Davis, Gage, Grimes, 
Hart, Kinney, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wal- 
lace. 

The journals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, re- 
ported that a joint resolution for the relief of A. H. Cook and 
James Smith, was presented to the Governor for his approval, 
on the 7th instant. 

Mr. Van Derlip, from the committee of Conference on a bill 
to fix the salaries a..d per diem pay of officers, not fixed by law, 
reported as follows : 

* * No report in copy furnished the Printer. 

Mr. Portis, chairman of the committee on Education, to which 
was referred an act to incorporate the Lockhart Academy, re- 
ported the same back to the Senate without amendment, aud re- 
commended its passage. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the Judiciary committee, to which 
was referred a bill to provide for the registry of land titles and 
foreign instruments of writing, reported the same back with an 
amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Add to the 5th section: ` 
' «That nothing herein contained, shall be construed to give 
to any of the titles or grants, or other isstruments of writing 
named herein, any other force or effect as evidence, than they 
would have if they were not so recorded, nor shall any such re- 
cord be evidence of the existence of any such title or grant, or 
other instrument of, writing.” 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to establish the conrt of organization in and for the 
county of Santa Fé, and to define its jurisdiction ; read second 
time. 

On motion of Mr, Phillips, made the special order of the day 
for the 9th instant. 

A bill to prescribe the time of holding the District courts in and 
for Montgomery county ; read third time. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, laid on the table. 

A message from the House of Representutives, informing the 
Senate that the House had passed the following bills: 
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A bill to incorporate the Jasper Cotton Manufacturing Com- 
any. 
j A bill to make an appropriation of money to build a fire-proof 
land office. 

Also, that the House had passed the following bills, originating 
in the Senate: 

A bill to-authoriZe Bartlett Simms to raise a location therein 
named, and to locate the same on any vacant land. 

A bill to authorize and require the Auditor and Comptroller to 
audit and allow asa valid claim against the Republic of Texas, a 
debt contracted to pay the expenses of the escort of General 
Santa Anna, from Texas to Washington city. 

A bill supplementary to an act regulating elections, passed 
March 16, 1848; with amendments. 

Refused to concur ; and, 

Messrs. Pease, Taylor and Ward, appointed a committee of 
Conference. 

Also, that the House refused to recede from their amendments 
to an act to incorporate the Brazos, San Bernard and Oyster 
Creek Canal Navigation Company, upon the report ot the com- 
mittee of Conference, which committee failed to agree. 

Also, that the House had passed the Senate’s bill for the relief 
of all just and bona fide bolders of, or claimants to lands granted 
bythe government of Spain, &c., with amendments, 

Also, a concurrence in the amendment of the Senate to a bill 
for the relief of the heirs of.Jesse Bledsoe ; and 

Had adopted the subtitnte of the Senate to House bill to legal- 
ize certain headright certificates, issued bythe County court of 
Refugio county. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 

COMMITTEE Room, February 8, 1850. 

Hon. Joun A. GREER, 

President of the Senate : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the following 
bills and resolutions, and find them correctly enrolled, viz: 

The joint resolution for the relief of John P. Rosier. 

The bill to define the time of holding the courts in the tweltth 
judicial district. 

The bill to authorize Baily English, Thomas Cowart and their 
associates, to construct a turnpike road from the town of Bon- 
ham in the county of Fannin, across the Bois D’are bottom, to 
the high land on the east side of said streain, in the direction of 
the town of Paris, in Lamar county. 
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The bill to define the boundary line between Gonzales and 
Caldwell counties. 

The bill forthe relief of Melville Langham. 

The bill to incorporate the LaFayette Academy, in the county 
of Matagorda. 

The bill to extend the provisions of the act entitled an act to \ 
provide for ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, , 
approved March 20th, 1848. 

The bill to incorporate the Galveston and Brazos Navigation 
Company, 

The bill for the relief of William McMasters, late Sheriff of 
Brazoria county. 

The bill more permanently locating the seat of justice of Gray- 
son county. 

The bill for the relief of Martha McBride and Martha Garrett. 

The bill to create the county of Uvalde. 

The bill for the relief of Greenberry Logan and Joseph Taylor. 

The bill regulating estrays. 

The bill toamend an act entitled an act to establish the Judi- 
cial districts of the District courts. 

And the bill requiring the Commissioners appointed by an act 
entitled an act creating the county of Cherokee, approved April 
11th, 1846, to deliver up certain documents and monies thereih 
mentioned. 

A bill to amend an act for the incorporation of the city of La- 
redo; read third time and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Green ‘K. Cessna and Nancy 
K. Cessna, together with the report of the committee on Private 
Land Claims, recommending its passage ; read and passed to a 
third reading. 

Mr. Pease, from the Judiciary committee, to which was refer- 
red the bill to amend the 4th section of an act approved March 
13th, 1848, entitled an act to amend sections 10, 11, 13 and 22, 
of an act to organize the Supreme court of the State of Texas, 
approved May 12, 1846, reported a subtitute therefor, and recom- 
mended its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the rule requiring reports to lie on 
the table one day, was suspended; report taken up and adopted ; 
bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to authorize the printing of 500 copies additional of the 
laws passed at the session of the Legislature, in the years 1849 
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and 1850, together with the report of the committee on Finance ; 
read and report adopted. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the Finance committee, made the 
following report: 

Resolved by the Senate, the House concurring, that the com- 
mittee on Printing of the two Houses, be instructed jointly to 
contract for the printing of one thousand copies of the report and 
accompanying documents of the Joint committee to examine the 
books and vouchers in the Comptroller’s and Treasurer's office ; 
and that the receipt of the Secretary of State that the same has 
been deposited in his office, shall be sufficient authority for the 
Comptroller to draw on the Treasurer for the amount stipulated 
in the contract. And that the Secretary of State be required to 
transmit ten copies to each member of the present Legislature, 
one copy to the Chief Justice, Clerk of the District court and 
County court of each of the counties of this State. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the rule requiving reports to lie on 
the table one day, was suspended, and bill and report taken up ; 
read second time, amendments adopted, and bill ordered to be 
engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the rule was suspended ; bill 
read third time. 


Mr. Pease offered the following amendment: 

In ist section, strike out 3d line and insert “employed by the 
Comptroller of Public Accounts.” 

In 12th section, Ist line, strike out “ Governor,” and insert 
‘employed by the Comptroller of Public Accounts.” 

Upon the adoption of which, the yeas and nays stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Gage, Hart, Pease, Phillips, Taylor, Ward and 
Wallace—7. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Grimes, Kinney, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Truit and 
Van Derlip—13. Lost. 

Mr. Phillips moved to amend, so as to leave the appointing 
power with the Governor. j n 

Upon which, the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus : 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, Pease, 
Phillips, Portis, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace—11. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Grimes, McRae, Moffett, Rob- 
ertson, Taylor and Truit—8. 

Lost, two-thirds not voting for it. 

Mr. Pease moved to reconsider the vote which suspended the 
rule that the bill might pass to third reading. Lost. 
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Mr. Portis moved to fill the first blank in 14th section with 
“ten.” Carried. 

Mr. Grimes moved to fill second blank in same section, with 
“ five,” 

Mr. Ward moved to amend by inserting “ten.” Lost, 

The question on Mr. Grimes’ amendment, was taken and car- 
ried. 

Mr. Ward moved to fill the third blank with “one.” Carried. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, and the yeas and 
nays being called, stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Davis, Grimes, Latimer, Moffett, Robertson and 
Ward—6, 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Kinney, 
Parker, Pease, Portis, Taylor, T'ruit, Van Derlip and Walker—12. 

Retused to pass the bill. 

The resolution accompanying the report was taken up and 
read. 

Mr. Robertson moved to strike out “500,” and insert “1500.” 
Lost. 


Mr. Gage moved to strike out “500,” and insert * 1000." Car- 
ried, 

Mr. Gage moved to strike out “ one,” and insert “ten.” Car- 
ried. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. Van Derlip, one of the committee on Enrolled Bills, re- 
ported au act to provide for the ayo iguan of land titles, in 
certain cou ties therein named, correctly enrolled, 

Mr’ Truit, by leave, introduced a joint resolution authorizing 
and requiring the Governor to appoint delegates to represent the 
State of Texas in the Southern Convention, to assemble in the 
city of Nashville, Tennessee, in June next ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Truit, fhe rule was suspended ; read second 
time. - 

Mr. Portis offered the following amendment : 

Insert in 1st resolution, “and that two delegates he elected by 
the people of each Congressional district, on the first Monday in 
March next.” . 

Mr. Taylor moved to refer the bill ta the committee on State 
Affairs. 


Upon which the yeas and nays were galled, and stood as fol- 
lows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Mofiitt Pease, 
Taylor, Van Derlip and Wallace—9. 
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Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Gage, Latimer, Parker, Portis, 
Robertson, Truit and Ward—9. i 

There being a tie, the President voted for the reference. 

A message was received from the House, that the House had 
passed a bill originating in the Senate, for the relief of Wm. W. 
Wallace; and concur in the amendments of Senate, to a bill 
for the relief of Edward Miles. 

And had passed a bill originating in the House, to provide a 
remedy for the loss or destruction of records or papers pertaining 
to proceedings in the courts of this State. 

The report of the committee of Conference, on the salary bill ; 
was read. 

The yeas and nays being called on its adoption, stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs, Brashear, Cook, Davis, Kinney, Pease, Phillips, 
Portis, Robertson and Van Derlip—9. 

Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, 
Parker, Taylor, Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace—12. Lost. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a joint resolution authorizing the Su- 
preme court to hold its sessions in the capitol of the State. 

Mr. Taylor, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, made the 
following report : 

Committer Room, Feb. 8th, 1850. 
Hon, Joun A. GREER, = 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a joint 1es- 
olution, proposing an amendment to the Constitution, and fiad 
the same correct. 

Mr. Kinney moved to take a bill from the table in relation to 
frontier protection. 

Upon which, the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Kinney, 
Parker, Portis, Robertson, Truit and Walker—10. 

Nays: Messrs. Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, 
Pease, Phillips, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace— 12. Lost. 

Mr. Van Derlip made the following reports: i 

CommITTEE Room, Feb. 8th, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. GREER, : E 

President of the Senate. 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined a bill for the 
relief of William W. Wallace, and find the same correctly en- 
rolled. i 

The joint committee.on Enrolled Bills, having previously ex- 
amined the bill entitled an act to provide for the investigation of 
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land titles, in certain counties therein mentioned, and the same 
having been signed by the Presi lent of the Senate and the Speak- 
er of the House of Representatives, was this day presented to the 
Governor for his approval and signature. 

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution ; 
read third time and psssed, by the following vote: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Fruit, 
Van Derlip and Ward—16.. 

Nays: Messrs. Hart, Latimer, Robertson and Walker—4. 

A bill for the relief of all just and bona fide holders or claim- 
ants to land granted by the government of Spain, &c., &c., with 
amendments from the House. 

Senate refused to concur in first amendment. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report : 

CommMmıTTEE Room, Feb. Sth, 1850. 

Hon, Joan A. GREER, 

President of the Senate : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the following 
bills, and find them correctly enrolled, to wit: 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Yilford Baker ; and ~ 

The bill to authorize Bartlett Simms to raise a location therein 
named, and to locate the same on any vacant land. 

Mr. Ward, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : 

Committee Room, Feb. 8th, 1850. 

Hon. Joun A. GREER, 

`~ President of the Senate: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills and joint resolutions, and the same having been 
signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and Pres- 
ident of the Senate, were this day presented to the Governor for 
his examination, viz: 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice, to receive from the Secretary of State, the archives of Martin 
De Leon’s Colony, and deposit the same in the General Land 
Office. 

An act for the relief of the ‘heirs and legal representatives of 
Wm. Wallace, who fell at Goliad. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Samuel G. Norvell. 

A bilk for the relief of Charles S. Stanley. 

Joint resolution granting the right of way to the United States 
for a Rail-Road to the Pacific ocean. 
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A bill to establish the time of holding the District courts in the 
first Judicial district. 

On motion of Mr, Gage, the Senate adjourned until half-past 
2 o’clock, P. M. 


HALF PAST 2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

* The question before the Senate at its adjournment, being ona 
concurrence in the amendment of the House to a bill for the re- 
lief of all just and bona fide holders or claimants to land, &c.; 
the bill was then taken up, and on a consideration of the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Phillips moved to reconsider the vote refusing to concur 
in first amendment. Carried. 

1st amendment concurred in. 

2d amendment concurred in. 

3d amendment concurred in. 

Ath amendment concurred in. 

The report of the committee of Conference on a bill to incor- 
porate the Brazos, Colorado and Oyster Creek Navigation Com- 
pany, reporting a "disagreement ; ; read. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, another committee of Conference was 
appointed, = 

Messrs. Phillips. Van Derlip and Robertson, were appointec 
said committee. $ 

Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills 
made the following report : 

CommM1TTEE Room, Feb. 8th, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the follow- 
ing bill, and find it correctly engrossed, viz : 

“A bill to be entitled an act to prevent and punish nefarious 
trading or traffic with Indians on the frontier of the State. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 

CommıTTEE Room, February 8, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 

President of the Senate : 

The bill to authorize Bartlett Simms to raise a location therein 
named, and to locate the same on any vacant land. m 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Tilford Baker ; and 

The bill for the relief of William W. Wallace. 
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Were this day presented to the Governor of the State. 

Mr. 'Truit moved to reconsider the vote which refused to pass 
a bill to provide for settling the fiscal affairs of the late Republic 
of Texas, and for the more prompt collection of the revenue ac- . 
cruing under the State of Texas. 

Carried, and vote reconsidered. 

Mr. Portis offered the following amendment : 

- Strike out “shall be elected by joint ballot of the Legislature,” 
and insert “ appointed by the Governor.” 

The amendment was decided to be out of order, a similar 
amendment having been rejected: this day to the same bill. 

Mr. Taylor moved to strike out that portion of the bill which 
relates to the revenue of the State.” 

The yeas and hays being called on its adoption, stood thus : 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Kinney, Moffett, Parkér, 
Portis, Taylor, Truit, Walker and Wallace—11 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Hart, Latimer, Pease, 
Phillips, Robertson and Van Derlip—9. 

Lost, two-thirds not voting for it. 

Mr. Grimes moved to recommit the bill to the committee on 
Finance. Carried. 

Mr. Wallace moved tò take from the table, and place among 
the orders of the day, a joint resolution authorizing R. S. Neigh- 
bors to draw his salary in advance. Carried. 

A bill making an appropriation in money, to build a fire-proot 
land office ; read first time. 

A bill to prevent and to punish nefarious trading and traffic 
with Indians, on the frontier of Texas ; read third time. 

Mr. Phillips moved to strike out the preamble. Carried. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following amendments, to wit: 

Fill first blank with “ fifty.” 

Fill second blank with “ ten.” 

Add to the 1st section, “ shall on conviction thereof, forfeit and 
pay the sum of $500. = 

1st amendment adopted. 

2d amendment rejected. 

3d amendment adopted. 

Mr. Parker moved to fill the blank in second section, with 
“ eight.” i Se 

Mr. Robertson moved to amend by inserting “ twenty-five.” 

Mr. Parker accepted. 

Mr. Phillips moved to strike aut the proviso to 2d section, and 
insert “ provided that any party receiving such license, shall 
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give bond and security as the Governor shall direct, for a strict 
compliance with the provisions of this act. 

‘The yeas and -nays being called on the passage of the bill, 
stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Grimes, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Por- 
tis, Robertson, Truit and Walker—9. 

Nays: Messrs. Davis, Gage, Kinney, Latimer, Pease, Phillips, 
Van Derlip, Ward’and Wallace—9. 

There being a tie, the President voted for the passage of the 
bill. < 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had re-referred the bill in relation to the 5th, 6th 
and 8th districts, to the same committee of Conference, which act- 
ed on the bill previously. = 

A bill to change the name of George Harral to George W. 
Gibbs ; read first time. 

Qn motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the rule was further suspended ; bill 
read third time and passed. 

A joint resolution authorizing R. S. Neighbors to draw his sal- 
ary in advance; read third time and passed, by the following 
vote: 

Yeas : Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Kinney, Moffett, Latimer, 
Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Truit, Van Derlip and Wal- 
lace—12, 

Nays: Messrs. Gage, Grimes, McRae, Parker, Taylor, Ward 
and Walker—7. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following report: . 

ComMITTEE Room, Feb. 8th, 1850. 

Hon. Joun A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a joint 
resolution, authorizing and requiring the Governor to appoint 
Delegates to represent the State of ‘Texas in the Sonthern Con- 
vention, to be held in the city of Nashville, Tennessee, in June 
next; have considered the same, and a majority of said commit- 
tee have instructed me to report the bill back to the Senate, and 
recommend the passage of the resolution, without amendment. 

J. B. ROBERTSON, Chairman. 

Mr. Phillips moved to refer the bill to a Select committee. 

Upon which, the’ yeas and nays tere called, and stood thus: 
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Yeas: Messrs. Gage, Davis, McRae, Pease, Phillips, Taylor, 
Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace—9. 

«@ Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Kinney, Latimer, Mof- 
fett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Truit and Walker-—11. Lost- 

Mr. Gage moved to refer the bill to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. : 

Upon which, the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, McRae, Pease, 
Phillips, Taylor, Van Derlip and Wallace—10. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Kinney, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, 
Portis, Robertson, Truit, Ward and Walker, Mr. Grimes in the 
chair—11. Lost. 

Mr. Pease offered a substitute. 

Mr. Robertson moved the previous question. 

The yeas and nays being called, were as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Kinney, Latimer, Robertson 
Truit and Ward—7. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, McRae, Moffett, 
Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Walker and Wallace—- 
14, Lost, 

The question being on the adoption of the subtitute offered by 
Mr. Pease, 

Mr. Portis offered an amendments, insert in preamble after 
* convention,” “ which is to meet at Nashville, Tennessee, on the 
first Monday i in June next.” Carried. i 

Insert after Ist section, “and that the Governor of this State 
be, and he is hereby authorized and required to appoint, without 
regard to political sentiment, four delegates to attend said Con- 
vention, on the part of the State of Texas.” 

Mr, Wallace moved to refer the bill, substitute and amend- 
ments to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Yeas: Messrs. Gage Grimes, Hart, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Cooke, Taylor, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace—11. 

Nays : Messrs. Davis, Kinney, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, Portis, 
Robertson, Truit and Walker—9. Carr ied, 

Mr. Portis, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Louis P. Cooke ; read first time. 

Mr. Portis moved to suspend the rule. Carried; bill read 
second time. Rule further suspended, and bill read third time 
and passed. 

A bill to change the name of Jesse Gilliam to that of Jesse 
Tarrant Gilliam ; read first time. 

A, message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed the following bills: 
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{ A bill to provide forthe assessment and collection of Taxes ; 
read first time. ~ - 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bil! to amend the third section of an act entitled an act to 
organize the District courts, and to define their powers and juris- 
diction ; read first time. ; 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time, and referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill making an appropriation to enable the Governor to pro- 
cure and have copied forthe benefit of the several counties in this 
State, a full set of weights and measures ; read second time and 
passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney, a bill for the relief of Wm, M. Wil- 
liams, was taken up and placed among the orders of the day. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had appointed Messrs. Bryan, Franklin, Bee and 
Shaw, a committee to act conjointly with the committee ay point- 
ed by the Senate on an act to incorporate the Brazos, San Ber- 
nard and Oyster Creek Canal and Navi gation Company. 

A joint resolution autherizing the Supreme court to hold their 
sessions in the capital of the State ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended; bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on State Affairs, 

A bill to incorporate the Jasper Cotton Manufacturing Compa- 
ny ; read first time, 

On motion of Mr. Moffett, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Moffett, the rule was further suspended ; bill 
read third time. 

The yeas and nays were on its: passage. 

Yeas : Messrs, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Moffett, Parker, 
Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Ward, Walker aad 
Wallace. ‘here being no quorum, 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the Senate adjourned. 
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SATURDAY, 9 o'clock, a. m. February 9, 1850, 


. The Senate was called to order by the President—Senators 
present; Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cook, Davis, Gage, Grimes, 
Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 

Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wal- 
ace. 

The journals of yesterday were read and adopted. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills originating in the 
Senate : - 

A bill for the relief of George C Arnest ; 

A bill to authorize the withdrawal from the General Land Of- 
fice, of deeds issued on paper of the second seal. 

And that the House had adopted the report of the committee 
of Conference, ona bill to incorporate the Brazos, San Bernard 
and Oyster Creek, Canal and Navigation Company. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to which 
was referred a bill to provide for settling the fiscal affairs of the 
late Republic of Texas, and for the more prompt collection of 
the revenue accruing under the State of Texas; reported the 


same with the following amendments, and recommended its” 


passage : 

In caption, strike out all after “Texas” in third line. 

Section 13th, strike out all after “them” in third line from the 
bottom. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had adopted the report of the committee of Con- 
ference, on the following bills: 

A bill to establish the judicial districts of the District Courts, 
and to prescribe the time of holding the courts, in the 8th and 9th 
judicial districts ; 

A bill to establish the LaSalle and El Paso Railway Company. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the Finance committee, to which 
was referred a bill to provide for the Assessment and Collection 
of Taxes; reported the same back to the Senate with the follow- 
ing amendments, and recommend its passage : 

Amendments : 

Second section, fifth line, strike ont “Governor of the State 
and his successors in office” and insert, “State of Texas.” 

Second section, at end of section add, “by the county court of 
his county.” 

Twelfth section, second line, between the words “inhabitants 
and town lots” insert, “land.” ` 


` 
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Fifteenth section, fourth line, strike out “January” and insert, 
“October.” 

Nineteenth section, twenty-eighth line, after December insert, 
“next after the assessment thereof,” at end of section insert 
“thereafter.” 

Twenty-third section, fourth line, before twenty-second insert 
‘nineteenth and.” 

Thirty-fifth section, add at end of section “for each and every 
month he may so fail or refuse to surrender up his tax list to his 
successor.” 

Mr. Pease moved to suspend the rule requiring reports to lay 
on table one day, carried and report and bill taken up; amend- 
ments adopted and bill passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended and bill read 
third time and passed. 

. The Senate adopted the report of the committee of Conference 
‘on the joint resolutions instructing our Senators and requesting 

our Representatives in Congress, upon the subject of the United 
States District Court, for the District of Texas, 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following report : 

CoMMITTEE Room, Feb. 9th, 1850. 

Hon. Joun A. GREER, 7 : 

President of the Senate : 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a joint 
resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our represen- 
tatives in the Congress of the United States, to oppose the sub- 
titution of specific duties on imports in place of the present ad 
valorem system, have considered the same and directed me to 
report it back without amendment, and recommend it to the fa- 
vorable consideration of the Senate. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
thatthe House had concurred in the amendment of the Senate to 
incorporate the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Railroad 
Company. 

Mr. Robertson chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
reported that the Senate refuse to pass the substitute of the House 
to the Senate’s bill, to provide for the liqnidation of the public 
debt, and that the Senate insist on their bill. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended, and bill and 
substitute taken up; report adopted by the following vote: 

Yeas— Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, 
Moffett, Parker, Pease. Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Van 
Derlip, Ward and Wallace—16. 
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Nays—-Messts, Brashear, 'Trnit and Walker—3. 


Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committée on Enrolled Bills, re- 
poe the bill to organize the county of Trinity, correctly en- 
- rolle 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to amend an act entitled an act 
to raise a revenue by taxation. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
whom was referred a joint resolution to permit the Supreme Court 
to hold their sessions in the Capitol of the Site reported the 
same back, and recommended its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the rule was. suspended, and report 
taken up. 

Mr. Gage moved to lay the resolution on the table ; lost; pass- 
ed to third reading. 

Mr. Robertson moved to suspend the rule ; carried; resolution 
read third time and passed. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee of Conference, on 
part of the Senate, made the following report: 

The committee of Conference on the amendment made by the 
House, to an act to incorporate the Brazos, San Bernard and Oys- 
ter Creek, Canal and Navigation Company, have agreed to sub- 
stitute for said amendment, ‘the following : 

Sec. 16. That this charter shall not interfere with the charter 
granted to the Galveston and Brazos Navigation Company, and 
nothing in this section shall prevent this company from com- 
mencing operations under this charter; all of which is respect- 
fully recommended. 

A. H. PHILLIPS, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 

GUY M. BRYAN, 
Chairman on the part of the House. 

Which was adopted by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Grimes, 
Kinney, Moffett, Latimer, McRae, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Por- 
tis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and 
Wallace—20. 

Mr. Phillips also made the following report : 

Committee Room, Feb. 9th, 1850. 

Hon. Joun A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The committee of Conference, appointed to consider the bill 
to establish the La Salle and El Paso Railway, and the disagree- 
ment of the Senate to the amendment proposed by the House; 
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report that a majority of the committee recommend that the 
House recede from their amendment. 
A. H. PHILLIPS, 
Chairman on part of the Senate. 
D. M. STAPP, 
Chairman on part of the House. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House-had passed.a bill for the relief of Robert O'Neill. 

Mr. Phillips introduced a bill by leave, to make an appropri- 
ation for the purchase of certain books for the use of the Su- 
preme Court; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On-motion of Phillips, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

Mr. Phillips, chairman of the Judiciary committee, to whom 
was referred resolutions on the subject of the Southern Conven- 
tion; report that a majority of the committee recommend the 
adoption of the substitute offered by Mr. Pease, with the follow- 
ing amendment: 

Sec, 2. That the returns of said election for the eastern. Con- 
gressional District, shall be made to the Chief Justice of Rusk 
county ; and the returns of the western Congressional District, 
to the Department of State. 

/A bill to amend an act to raise a revenue by direct Taxation ; ; 
fead first time ; rule suspended, read second time. 

x% Mr. Robertson moved to strike out fifty cents for poll tax, and 
insert one dollar. 

Yeas—-Mr. Robertson —1. 

Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Kin- 
ney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Walker, Ward and Wallace—19;, lost. 

Mr. Robertson moved to strike out “fifteen” and insert “twelve 
and a half cents,” as the ad valorem tax. 

Yeas—Messrs. Cooke, Kinney, Portis, Robertson and Truit-5. 

Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Latimer, Mc- 
Rae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, "Taylor, Van Derlip, Ward, 
Walker and Wallace—16. Lost. 

Mr. Davis moved to strike out “fifteen” and insert “twenty-five. k 

Yeas—Mr. Davis—1. 

Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Kin- 
ney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wal- 
lace—20. Lost, 
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Mr. Brashear moved the previous question ; carried and bill 
passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended, and bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to incorporate the Jasper Cotton Manufacturing Com- 
pany, passed by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Kin- 
ney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Portis, Robertson, 
Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—18. 

Joint resolution requesting the Hon. J. ©. Watrous, to hold 
terms of the United States District Court, at Jefferson in Cass 
county and Victoria, in Victoria county; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, rule suspended, read second time. 

Mr. Portis moved to strike out “Victoria” and insert “Corpus 
Christi ;” upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood 
thus : 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Kin- 
ney, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, 
Van Derlip and Walker—15. 

Nays—Messrs. Grimes, Latimer and Phillips—3. 

Mr. Taylor moved to strike out “Jefferson” and insert Mar- 
shall ;” the yeas and nays stood thus: 

Yeas——Messrs. Burleson, Davis, Kinney, McRae, Taylor and 
Truit—6. 

Nays—Messrs. Grimes, Latimer, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Rob- 
ertson, Van Derlip, Ward and Walker—9. 

Carried ; bill then ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Ward moved to suspend the rule; carried; bill read third 
time and passed. 

. A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bill making an appropriation. for 
the support of the government, for the years 1850 and 1851; 
and that the House concur in amendments of Senate to the Tax 
bill. 

The report of committee of Conference, on bills relative to the 
5th and 6th judicial districts; was adopted. 

The report of committee of Conference, on a billin relation to 
the 8th and 9th judicial districts ; was adopted, 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed a joint resolu- 
tion, authorizing the Comptroller to settle with P. H. Bell, late 
Captain of Texas mounted volunteers. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported as follows : 
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The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the bill to 
authorize and require the Auditor and Comptroller, to audit and 
allow as a valid claim against the Republic of ‘Texas, a debt con- 
tracted to pay the expenses of the escort for General Santa Anna 
from Texas to Washington city. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the report of the Judiciary commit- 
tee on the resolutions in relation to a Southern Convention, was 
taken up; report adopted and bill ordered to be engrossed ; rule 
suspended, bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the report of the Finance com. 
mittee on a bill to provide for settling the fiscal affairs of the late 
Republic of Texas, and for the more prompt collections of the 
revenue accruing to the State of Texas; was taken up. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill originating in the Senate for the 
relief of the heirs of Louis P. Cooke ; 

Also, a substitute to the Senate’s bill supplementary to an act 
to secure to the German Emigration Company and their colonists, 
the lands to which they are entitled, and to adjust thé liabilities 
of said company. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the Senate adjourned until two 
o’clock p. m. 

TWO O'CLOCK P. M. 


Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 


A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House insisted on their substitute to the Senate’s bill 
providing for the liquidation df the public debt of the late Re- 
public of Texas, and had appointed Messrs. Smith of Red River, 
Crump of Bexar, and Franklin, a committee of Conference on 
the part of the House of Representatives, and requested a like 
committee on part of the Senate; Messrs, Parker, Grimes and 
Walker, were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Brashear introduced by leave, a joint resolution for the re- 
lief of Jacob De Cordova; read first time; rule suspended, read 
second time and referred to select committee ; Messrs. Brashear, 
Latimer and Taylor, were appointed said committee. 

The report of committee on Finance, on a bill in relation to 
thé revenue being before the Senate, (taken up on Mr. Robertson’s 
mation, just previous to the adjournment this morning,) was read; 
report adopted ; bill read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Robertson moved to suspend the rule, the yeas and nays 
were as follows : 
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_ Yeas—-Messrs, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Hart, Latimer, 
McRae, Moffett, Portis, Robertson, Truit, Ward and Wallace-13. 

Nays—Messrs, Brashear, Pease, Phillips, Taylor and Van 
Derlip—5. : 

Senate refused to suspend the rule, 

A bili making appropriations for the support of the govern- 
ment, for the years 1850 and 1851; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, rule was suspended ; read second 
time; and, on motion of Mr. McRae, referred to committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. Parker, chairman of the committee of Conference on part 
of the Senate, on a bill for the liquidation of the public debt of 
the late Republic of Texas ; reported that the House recede trom 
their substitute, and that the Senate’s bill be passed. 

A bill supplementary to an act to secure to the German Emi- 
gration Company and their colonists, the lands to which they are 
entitled, and to adjust the liabilities of said Company ; substitute 
from the House read first time ; and, on motion of Mr. Portis, 
rule suspended, read second time and passed to third reading ; rule 
further suspended, read third time and passed. 

A bill to provide a remedy for the loss or destruction of the 
records and papers appertaining to the courts of this State; read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr, Moffett, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and passed to third reading ; rule further suspended, 
read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, a bill to authorize John J. Grum- 
bles and Lyman Tarbox, to establish a Ferry across the Colorado 
River, was taken up; read second time and passed to a third 
realing ; rule suspended, and bill read third time and passed. 

_ Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following reports : 
CommIrTEE Room, February 9, 1850, 

Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 

President of the Senate : 9% 

The bill to authorize and require the Auditor and Comptroller, 
to audit and allow as a valid claim against the Republic of Tex- 
as, adebt contracted to pay the expenses of the escort for Gen. 
Santa Anna, from Texas to Washington City ; 

. Also, a bill to organize the county of Trinity ; were this day 
presented to the Governor of the State. 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the bill for 
the relief of George T. Howard and Duncan C. Ogden ; 
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Also, a bill for the relief of the persons taken prisoners by the 
Mexican army at San Antonio; 

Also, a bill ta provide for the election of a Judge and District 
Attorney, for the twelfth judicial district ; 

Also, a bill for the relief of certain persons, formerly prisoners 
of war in Mexico; 

Also, a bill for the relief of John R. Baker; 

Also, a bill forthe relief of the heirs and legal representatives 
of Charles Martin, deceased ; 

Also, a bill for the relief of Edward Miles ; 

Also, a bill to authorize the county of Harris'to levy and col- 
lect a special tax, not to exceed one-half of the State tax for said 
county ; 

Also, a bill for the relief of the heirs of those who fell with 
Fannin, Ward, Travis, Grant and Johnson, during the war with 
Mexico in the years 1835 and 1836 ; 

Also, a bill for the relief of the heirs at law of Jesse Bledsoe ; 

Also, a bill to incorporate the town of Livingston ; 

Also, abill to authorize Judges of the District Courts, to hold 
special terms of the District Courts ; 

Also, a bill granting Isaac Dewees and Thomas M. Brown, the 
privilege of establishing a Ferry across the river Sabine ;- 

Also, a bill to amerd an act entitléd an act for the incorporation 
ot the city of Laredo; 

Also, a bill to incorporate the town of Marshall ; 

Also, a bill auth»rizing the Cornmissioner af the General Jand 
Office, to issue head-right certificates, fourth class, for three hun- 
dred and twenty acres each, to Juan Contreras and Juan Arbilo; 

And a bill declaring a portion of Caney Creek in Matagorda 
county, a public highway, and providing for the removal of the 
obstructions therein; the committee report them correctly enrolled. 

A bill to validate certain patents therein designated ; read sec. 
ond time and passed to a third reading by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, McRae, 
Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, 'Truit, Van 
Derlip, Ward and Wallace—15. 

Nays—Messrs. Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Parker, and 
Walker —6. 

Bill read third time and passed. 

Mr. Brashear moved a reconsideration of the vote which refus- 
ed to suspend the rule, that a bill in relation to the revenue might 
be read a third time. 


Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Hart, 
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Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker; Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Tru- 
it, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—18. 

Nays—Messrs, Pease and Phillips—z, 

Vote reconsidered, rule suspended, bill read third time and Mr. 
Gage moved to strike out “joint ballot of both Houses of the 
Legislature” and insert, “Comptroller of Public Accounts ;” lost. 

Mr. Hart moved to strike out the 10th section ; carried; yeas 
and nays on the passage of the bill stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Hart, Lat- 
imer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit, 
Walker, Ward and Wallace—16. 

Nays— Messrs. Pease and Phillips—2. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had adopted the report of the committee of Con- 
ference on a bill to provide for the liquidation of the Public Debt, 
and. had passed the following bills : 

A bill to authorize the Governor to suppress rebellion in the 
State, etc. ; z 

A bill to establish the court of organization for the county of 
Santa Fe, and to define its jurisdiction and powers ; 

And a joint resolution instructing our Senators, ete. ete. 

Mr. Grimes chairman of committee on Finance, made the fol- 
lowing report : i 

ComMITTEE Room, February 9, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 

President of the Senate : 

T'he committee on Finance, to whom was referred a resolution 
for the payment of J. O. Hawley, Chaplain to the Senate, have 
authorized me to report a substitute for the original resolution, 
and recommend its passage. 

Substitute— Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be re- 
quired to pay to Mrs. E, M. Hawley, widow of J. O. Hawley, 
deceased, late Chaplain of the Senate, at the rate of three dollars 
per day for the time he actually served the Senate as Chaplain, 
out of the contingent fund of the Legislature. 

Report taken up and substitute rejected. 

Mr. Portis moved to amend fhe original resolution ; carried, 
and resolution adopted. 

.A bill making an appropriation to enable the Governor to pro- 
eure a full set of Weights and Measures; read third time. 

On motion or Mr. Grimes, laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of Green K. Cessna and Nancy K. Cess- 
na; read third time and passed. 

A bill to change the name of Jesse Gilliam to that of Jesse 

uu 
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Tarrant Gilliam ; read second time and passed to third reading : 
rule suspended, bill read third time and passed. 

A bill making an appropriation of money to builda fire-proof 
General Land Office ; read second time and passed to a third 
reading. 

A bill to anthorize the Auditor and Comptroller of Public Ac- 
counts, to audit the claims of the officers and men called out by 
Brigadier Generals Tarrant and Smith, in 1841; read second 
time and passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Hart offered an amendment: Provided that the claims 
when audited may be surrendered, and receive land scrip there- 
for, as provided in an act for the payment of the public debt ;” 
withdrawn ; rule suspended, bill read third time_and passed. 

A bill to establish the court of organization in the county of 
Santa Fe, and to define its jurisdiction and powers; read first 
time. 

Mr. Wallace moved to indefinitely postpone the bill. 

‘Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Latimer, 
McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, Truit, 
Ward, Walker and Wallace—15. 

Nays—Mr. Robertson—1 ; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, Senate adjourned until half-past 
seven o’clock, p. m. 

HALF-PAST SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M, 


The Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

Mı. Grimes chairman of Finance committee, made the follow- 
ing report : - 

ComMITTEE Room, Feb. 9th, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: : 

The majority of the Finance committee, to whom was refer- 
red a bill making appropriations for the support of government 
for the years 1850 and 1851, have had the bill unde: consider- 
ation, and report it to the Senate with amendments, and recom- 
mend its passage. . ; 

Amendments. 

1st. Spanish Clerk in General Land Office, strike out “$800” 
and insert “$1000.” ; 

2nd. Salaries of District Attorneys, ete., insert “each” after 
“dollars.” = 

3rd. For Sergeant-at-arms and Door-keeper, strike out ‘four’ 
and insert, “three.” ; ? 

Ath. For distributing laws and journals, etc., after “journals’ 
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insert, “and report of committee to investigate the books, etc., in 
Comptroller’s and Treasurer’s Office, and report of Comptroller.” 
5th. Strike out “forthe payment of expenses in prosecuting 
delinquent receivers of public moneys, $ 00.” : 
6th, For surveying land scrip heretofore surveyed, $300. 
7th. For pension of Joseph Cecil, insert “if living.” 
8th. Strike out all respecting pension to heirs of Mary Milsaps. 
9th. For amoufit due to W. H. Cushney for printing, etc., at 
end of sentence insert, “$300, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary,” 

10th. For hire ofextra Clerk in Comptroller’s Office, in assist- 
ing investigating committee, $62 50 cents. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the rule was suspended, and report 
and bill taken up. 

The yeas and nays being called on the adoption of the first 
amendment, stood thus : 

Yeas—Messrs, Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, McRae, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Van Derlip and 
Ward—12. 

Nays—Messrs. Hart, Latimer, Pease, Phillips, Walker and 
Wallace—7 ; adopted. 

Second amendment adopted. 

Third amendment, the yeas and nays stood thus: - 

Yeas-—Messrs. Gage, Grimes, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, 
Taylor, Troit, Walker, Ward and Wallace—-11. 

Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Latimer, 
Portis, Robertson and Van Derlip—8s. 

4th Amendment adopted; 5th amendment adopted; 6th amend- 
meht, the yeas and nays stood thus: ; 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, 
Grimes, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Van Derlip, 
Walker and Wallace— 14. 

Nays—Messrs. Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Pease, Truit 
and Ward—7 ; adopted. > 

7th Amendment, Mr. Burleson moved to insert, “for pension 
to David F. Webb, $100 pemwannum ;” carried ; 7th amendment 
as amended was adopted. 

8th Amendment adopted ; 9th amendment adopted ; 10th 
amendment adopted ; - 

Mr. Wallace moved to reconsider the vote which adopted the 
third amendment; carried ; question on its adoption. 

Yeas—Messrs. Burleson, Gage, McRae, Moffett, Phillips, Tay- 
lor and Ward—7. i 

Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Hart, Latimer, Parker, 
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Pease, eo Robertson, Truit, Van Derlip,: Walker and Wal- 
lace—13. 

Mr. Robertson movéd to increase the salary of Comptroller 
$300 ; adopted. 

Mr. Phillips moved tostrike out “$1000” for salary of Secreta- 
ry of State, and insert “$1200.” 

Yeas—Messrs. Davis, Gage, Moffett, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Robertson, Taylor and Van Derlip—9. 

Nays—-Messrs. Cooke, Grimes, Hatt, Latimer, McRae, Parker, 
Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace—10. 

Mr. Gage offered the following amendment: “extra Clerk’s 
hire in Comptroller’s Office $500, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary ;” adopted, 

Mr. Robertson offered the following amendment: “for frontier 
protection $5000 annually.” 

Mr. Pease offered an amendment to the amendment : “provided 
that this appropriation shall not authorize the expenditure of a 
larger amount on the faith of the State.” 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, 
Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Tru- 
it, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—19. 

Nays—Messrs. Burleson and Davis —2. 

The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of Mr. Rob- 
ertson’s amendment as amended, and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Par- 
ker, Portis and Robertson—8. 

Nays—Messrs. Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Pease, 
Phillips, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wal- 
lace—13. 

Mr. Davis offered to amend the bill soasto give the Chief 
Clerk of the House and Secretary of the Senate each, five dollars 
per diem; upon which the yeas and nays were called and stood 
thus : ` 

Yeas—Messrs. Cooke, Davis, Moffett, Portis, Robertson, Van 
Derlip and Wallace—7. 

Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Burlesoů, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Lat- 
imer, McRae, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Taylor, Truit, Ward and 
Walker—14. j 

Mr. Walker offered the following amendment : “for the ben- 
efit of Peters’ colony, to be divided equally among the settlers 

500.” 

j Mr. Truit offered to amend by striking ont “Peters” and in- 
serting, “Walkers.” 

Mr, Van Derlip offered the following amendment: “for trans- 
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lating and publishing laws of a general nature into the German 
language, $500 or so much thereof as may be necessary;” adopted, 
bill passed to third reading ; on motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was 
suspended, and bill read third time and passed by the following 
vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Moffett, Parker, 
Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Walker and Ward—12, 

- Nays—Messrs. Davis, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Pease, Phillips, 
Portis and Wallace—8. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of committee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report : 

CommiITrEE Room, February 9, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 

- President of the Senate :- 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined a bill to au- 
thorize the withdrawal from the Land Office, of deeds issued upon 
paper of the second seal ; 

A bill to create the county of Trinity ; 

A bill for the relief of bone fide claimants to lands entitled to 
the benefits of an act entitled an act to provide for the investiga- 
tion of land claims ; 

A bill for the relief George C. Arnest; all of which are cor- 
rectly enrolled. 

Mr. Ward, one of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : 

ComMMITTRE Room, Feb, 9th, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A, GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The Enrolling committee have examined an act to establish 
the Marshall Railway and Plank Road Company, and find it cor- 
rectly enrolled ; the same having been signed by the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives and President of the Senate, was 
this day presented to the Governor for his approval. 

Mr. Phillips moved that the Senator from Bexar be authorized 
to draw the amount of per diem pay, and for funeral expenses of 
Rev. J.O. Hawley, and pay over the same to the widow of the 
deceased ; carried. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had concurred in the amendment of the Senate to 
a bill to provide for the Assessment and Collection of Taxes; 
and had concurred in the amendments of the Senate to a bill 
making appropriations for the support of the government for the 
years 1850 and 1851; and had adopted the Senate’s substitute to 
the House bill to amend the fourth section of an act, approved 
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March 13th, 1848, entitled an act to arvend sections 10, 11, 13 
and 22, of an act to organize the Supreme Court of the State of 
Texas, approved May 12,1846; and had passed the following 
bills : : 

An act supplementary to an act to restore lands sold for Tax- 
es, to their former owners; read first time; on motion of Mr. 
Cooke, the rule was suspended, bill read second time and passed 
to third reading ; on motion of Mr. Cooke, rule further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 

An act to grant twelve thousand acres of land scrip to Mrs. 
Sophia J. St. John, wife of Samuel J. St. John, jr.; read first 
time ; rule suspended, read second time and passed to third read- 
ing ; rule further suspended, read third time and passed. 

An act to enable emigrants from foreign countries to hold lands 
in Texas; and had adopted the report of the committee of Con- 
ference on a bill regulating elections. 

A bill for the relief of Robert E. Neill ; read first time ; rule 
suspended, read second time and passed to third reading; rule 
further suspended, read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of J. B. Hoxie, William ©. Harrison and 
William E. Parker ; read first time; rule suspended, read second 
time and passed to third reading; rule further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas Weston, deceased, 
and their assigns ; read first time; rule suspended, read second 
' time and passed to third reading; rule further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to validate certain patents therein designated ; read sec- 
ond time and passed to third reading ; rule suspended, read third 
time and passed. 

A bill to change the names of Magdalina Margaret and Roberta 
W. Simpson, minor daughters of Rev. James Simpson, to Mag- 
dalina Eliza Walker, and Roberta W. Walker; read first time; 
rule suspended, read second time and passed to third reading ; 
rule further suspended, read third time and passed. , 

On motion of Mr Portis, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock 
Monday morning. 
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The Senate was called to order by the President~-Senators 
present: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Robert- 
son, Taylor, Truit, Walker and Wallace. 

The Journals of Saturday were read and adopted. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had adopted a substitute for the Senate’s bill, to 
enforce and carry out the judgments and decrees of the courts of 
the State, and to provide for the issuance of certificates and pat- 
ents in certain cases ; 

Also, that the House had adopted the resolution of the Senate 
instructing the committees of the two Houses on printing jointly 
to contract for the printing of one thousand copies of the report 
and accompanying documents of the Joint committee to examine 
the books and vouchers in the Comptroller’s and Treasurers 
offices ; 

Also, that the House had appointed Messrs. Bryan, Bee, and 
Whittlesey a committee to wait on his Excellency, the Govern- 
or, and inform him that the two Houses will adjourn at 12 o’clock 
M. to-day, and requested that a similar committee be appointed 
by the Senate ; ; 

Also, that the House had passed the following bills originating 
in the Senate, viz: 

A bill to amend an act to establish the Galveston and Red Ri- 
ver Railway company, and 

Joint resolution relating to the mails of Texas. 

Mr. Cooke, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, to whom was referred a bill for the relief of B. F. Mott, 
returned the same to the Senate, and recommended that it be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. Wallace made the following report : : 

The bill for the relief of bona fide claimants to land entitled 
to the benefits of an act entitled an act to provide for the investi- 
gation of land claims therein mentioned ; 

The bill to create the county of Trinity ; 

The bill to authorize the withdrawal from the General Land 
Office of deeds issued on paper of the second seal ; 

The bill for the relief of George C. Arnest, \ 

And the bill to provide for the liquidation of the public debt ' 
of the late Republic of Texas, were presented to the Governor ^ 
of the State on the 10th instant. 

Mr. Wallace also made the following report: 
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The committee on Enrolled “bills have examined the bill to 
provide for the liquidation of the public debt of the late Repub- 
lic of Texas; 7 

The bill supplementary to an act to secure to the German Em- 
igration company and their colonists the land to which they are 
entitled, and to adjust the liabilities ot said company, approved 
January 21, 1850; - 

The bill for the relief of the minor heirs of Louis P. Cooke, 
all of which are correctly enrolled. l 

Mr. Ward, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : ~ 
CommiTTEE Room, Feb. 11, 1850. 
Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 

President of the Nenate : 

The Enrolling committee examined the following bills and 
resolutions, and finding the same correctly enrolled, presented 
the same to the Governor for his examination, the same having 
been signed by the Speaker of the House and President of the 
Senate, viz: 

A bill entitled an act supplementary to an act regulating elec- 
tions, passed March 16, 1848 ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Willis A. Farris, deceased ; 

A joint resolution making an appropriation for the purchase of 
certain books for the use of the Supreme court ; 

A joint resolution requesting the Hononorable John C. Wat- 
rous to hold sessions of the United States District Court at Jef- 
ferson in Cass county, and at Corpus Christi in Nueces county ; 

A bill to incorporate the Brazos, San Bernard,eand Oyster 
creek Canal and Navigation company ; 

An act to provide for settling the fiscal affairs of the late Re- 

: public of Texas; = 

An act to establish the La Salle and El Paso Railway com- 
pany ; 

An act to validate certain patents herein named ; 

An act for the relief of George F. Howard and Duncan C. 
Ogden ; . 

fan act for the relief of persons taken prisoners at San Anto- 
njo. 

An act to incorporate the town of Marshall ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Geo. How- 
ard to George W. Gibbs ; 

— An act to provide for the assessment and collection of taxes ; 

Joint resolution authorizing R. S. Neighbors, the commission- 
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er appointed to organize the counties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth 
aud Santa Fe, to draw his salary in advance; 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Buffalo Bayou. 
Brazos and Colarado Railroad company ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Jasper Cotton 
Manufacturing company ; 

A bill entitled an act to change the name of Jesse Gilliam to 
Jesse Tarrant Gilliam ; 

An act concerning the proceedings in the Supreme Court ; 

A bill to incorporate the Guadalupe Bridge company ; 

- A bill entitled an act to change the name of Margaret and Ro- 
berto W. Simpson, minor daughters of Rev. James Simpson, to 
Magdaline Eliza Walker and Roberto W. Walker ; 

A bill entitled an act for the relief of Robert W, Neal ; 

A joint resolution authorizing the Supreme Court to hold their 
sessions in the capitol of the State ; - 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
representatives in the United States Congress upon the subject of 
the United States District Court for Texas. 

A committee from the House invited the Senate to meet the 
House in the Representative Hall at 11 o'clock to-day, for the 
purpose of electing a Fiscal Agent. 3 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the House was informed that 
the Senate accept the invitation. 

Mr. Brashear introduced a joint resolution in relation to the 
extra services of Messrs Brown and Tarbox; read first time. - 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the rule was suspended ; read se- 
cond time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the rule was further suspended ; 
read third time and passed. : 

Mr. Grimes introduced a joint resolution requiring the Secre-". 
tary of State to have the law providing for the assessment and 
collection of taxes printed forthwith ; read first time ; z 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the rule was suspended ; read se- 
cond time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the rule was further suspended ; 
read third time and passed. f 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the substitute of the House te the 
Senate’s bill to enforce and earry out the jadgments and decrees 
of the courts of the State, and to previde for the issuance of cer- 
tificates and patents in certain cases, was taken up and read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the rule was suspended; bill read 
second time and passed to third reading. 
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On motion of Mr, Pease, the rule was further suspended ; bill 
read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bill which originated in the Se- 
nate, making-an appropriation of land for the payment oi Henry 
P. Brewster and James Webb, for professional services rendered 
by them on behalf of the State ; 

Also, that the House had adopted the Senate’s substitute to a 
bill to amend the Ist, 3d and 7th sections of an act to define the 
time of holding the courts in the several judicial districts ; 

Also, that the House had adopted the Senate’s resolution in- 
structing the committees of the two Houses on Contingent Ex- 
penses to contract with some suitable person to take charge of 
the capitol, &c. 

Mr. McRae made the following report : 

The committee on Contingent Expenses, to whom was refer- 
red a resolution of the Senate, to contract for thé printing of 
1,500 copies of the captions of the laws of the present session of 

- the Legislature, submit the following report : 

That they have contracted with the Austin Gazette for the 
number called for by the resolution, at the price of eighty dol- 
lars for the whole number, to be delivered to the members of the 
Senate by ten o’clock, Monday 11th instant. 

Mr. Portis moved to take up a bill for the relief of William M. 
Williams, upon which the yeas and nays were called, and were 
as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Kinney, Portis, Rob- 
ertson and Wallace—7. 

Nays—Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, 
Phillips, Taylor, Truit, Ward and Walker--12. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the joint resolution authorizing the 
Comptroller of Public Accounts to settle with P. H. Bell, late 
Captain of Texas mounted volunteers, was taken up and read 
first time. 

Mr. Portis moved to suspend the rule, upon which the yeas 
and nays were as follows : , 

. Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Kinfiey, Portis and Robert- 
son—5. 

Nays: Messrs. Grimes, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, 

~ Pease Phillips, Taylor, Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace—13; 
lost. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, 'That the joint resolution for adjournment on this 
day at 12 o’clock M. be, and the same is hereby rescinded. 
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Upon the adoption of which the yeas and nays stood as fol- 
lows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Davis, Kinney, Portis, ànd Robertson—4. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Lat- 
imer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Taylor, Truit 
Ward, Walker and Wallace—16 ; rejected. 

Mr. McRae offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized to 
take charge of the papers and archives of the Senate. 

Resolved, further, That for two weeks after the adjournment 
of the present Legislature, the Secretary of the Senate be paid 
$4 per day for filing and arranging the papers of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. MéRae, the rule was suspended and reso- 
lution adopted. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bill supplemental to an act ma- 
king appropriations for the support of the government for the 
years 1850 and 1851; read first time. 

The Senate repaired to the House of Representatives for the 
purpose of going into the election of Fiscal Agent. 


-IN JOINT SESSION. 


Roll called—quorum present. 

Mr. Hart nominated Mr. A. G. Kimbell. 

Mr. McRae nominated Mr. H. M: Kinsey. 

Mr. Robertson nominated Mr. Tohn D. Pitts. 

The roll of Senators being called, the vote stood as follows: 

For Mr. Kimbell—Mr. Hart, 1. 

For Mr. Kinsey—Messrs. Gage, McRae, Parker, Taylor, Tm- 
it, Walker and Wallace, 7. 

For Mr. Pitts—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Grimes, 
Kinney, Latimer, Moffett, Portis, Robertson and Ward, 10. 

The joint vote being told, and there being no election, the roll 
of Senators was again called, and the vote-stood as follows: 

For Mr. Kimbell—Mr. Hart, 1. 

For Mr. Kinsey—Messrs. Gage, McRae, Parker, Taylor, Wal- 
ker and Wallace—6.. 

For Mr, Pitts—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Grimes, 
Latimer, Kinney, Moffett, Portis, Robertson, Truit and Ward, 11. 

The joint vote being told, and there being no election, the roll 
was called for a third vote, and the result was as follows: 

For Mr. Kimbell—Mr. Hart, 1. 

For Mr. Kinsey—Messrs, Gage, McRae, Parker, Taylor, Tru- 
it, Walker and Wallace, 7, ; 
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For Mr, Pitts—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Grimes, 
Kinney, Moffett, Portis, Robertson and Ward, 9. 

The joint vote bein# told, and there being no election, the roll 
was called for a fourth vote, and the result was as follows: 

- For Mr, Kimbell—Messrs, Hart, Latimer and Ward, 3. 

For Mr. Kinsey—Messrs. Gage, McRae, Parker, Taylor, Tru 
it, Walker and Wallace, 7. % 

For Mr. Pitts—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Grimes, 
Kinney, Moffett, Portis and Robertson, 8. 

The joint vote being told, and there being no election, the two 
Houses proceeded to a fifth vote, when, on the part of the Sen- 
ate, the vote was as follows: - D 

For Mr. Kimbell—Messrts. Hart and Ward, 2. = 

For Mr. Kinsey—-Messrs. Gage, Latimer, McRae, Parker, 
Taylor, Truit, Walker and Wallace, 8. 

For Mr. Pitts— Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Grimes, 
Kinney, Moffett, Portis and Robertson, 8. 

The joint vote being again told, and there still being no elec- 
tion, on a sixth ealfing, the vote was as follows; 

For Mr. Kimbell—Mr. Hart, 1. 

For Mr. Kinsey—Messts. Gage, Latimer, McRae, Parker, 
Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace, 8. =~ 

For Mr. Pitts—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Grimes, 
Kinney, Moffett, Portis, Robertson and Taylor, 9. 

The joint vote being told the sixth time, and there still being 
no election, the roll was called for a seventh vote, Mr. Kimbell’s 
ae being withdrawn by Mr. Hart, when the result was as fol- 
ows: 

For Mr, Kinsey—Messrs. Gage, Hart, Latimer, McRae, Park- 
er, Taylor, Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace, 10. 

For Mr. Pitts—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Grimes, 
Kinney, Moffett, Portis and Robertson, 8. 

The joint vote being told, and Mr. Kinsey having a majority 
of votes of the two Houses, he was declared by the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives legally elected to the office of Fis- 
cal Agent, as follows: 

Mr. Kinsey 30 votes, 
Mr, Pitts 25 % 


On motion, the Senate returned to the Senate chamber. 

Roll caJled—quorum present. _ 

On motion of Mr. Portis, a committee was appointed on the 
patt of the Senate, to act with a like committee on the part of 
the House, to wait on the Governor and inform him that the Le- 
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gislature will adjourn at 12 e’clock M. this day, and know of 
him if he has any further communications to make, 

Messrs. Portis and Davis were appointed sdid committee. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill originating in the Senate, to 
prevent nefarious trading or traffic with Indians on the frontier 
of Texas. 

Mr. Wallace, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following repott: : 
Committee Room, Feb. 11th, 1850. 

To the Hon. Joun A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

The Joint committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the 
joint resolution relating to the mails of Texas, and report it cor- 
rectly enrolled and presented to the Governor of the State ; 

They likewise examined the joint resolution for the relief of 
Lyman Tarbox and J. F. Brown. 

The committee also report the bill making an appropriation 
for the payment of Henry P. Brewster and James Webb for pro- 
fessional services rendered by them on behalf of the State. 

Also, the bill prescribing the times for holding the District 
Courts of the fifth and sixth judicial districts—all presented to 
the Governor of the State. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed the joint resolution for the relief 
of Lyman Tarbox and J. F. Brown, which originated in the Se- 
nate ; i 

Also, that the House had passed a joint resolution in relation 
to the territory of Texas ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the rule was suspended ; read se- 
cond time, and passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was further suspended ; 
read third time and passed by the fo:lowing vote : 

Yeas: Messrs, Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, 
Hart, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Philips, Portis, 
Robertson, Taylor, Truit, Ward and Wallace— 19, 

Nays: None. . 

Mr. Ward made the following report: 

’ CommirTEE Room, Feb. 11, 1850. 
Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 
: President of the Senate : 

The committee an Enrolled bills have examined the following 
and presented them to the Governor for his approval : 

A bill to carry into effect the judgments of the Supreme Court 
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in the suits instituted by Empresarios and decided in their fa- 
vor; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to establish the 
Galveston and Red River Railway company. 

Mr. Davis offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate are due the Hon, 
John A. Greer, for the able, courteous, and dignified manner in 
which he has discharged the duties of presiding officer of the 
Senate during the present session of the Legislature. 

On motion of Mr, Brashear, the yeas and nays were called on 
its adoption, and were as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Truit, 
Ward and Wallace—16. 

Nay—Mr. Brashear—1. 

Mr. Pease moved “that the thanks of the Senate are tendered 
to the Hon. E. Burleson, for the able and impartial manner in 
which he has discharged the duties of President pro tem. of the 
Senate during the present session ; ” carried unanimously. 

Mr. Cooke offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate are hereby tendered 
to the officers of the Senate, for the efficient manner in which 
they have discharged their several duties ; adopted. 

The committee appointed to wait on the Governor and inform 
him that the Legislature was about to adjourn, and to know of 
him if he had any further communications to make, reported 
duty performed, and that the Governor had no further communi- 
cation to make. 

The journals of to-day were read and adopted. _ 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, the Senate adjourned sine die. 


EXECUTIVE JOURNALS 


OF THE 


THIRD LEGISLATURE 


æ OFTHE 
+ 


STATE OF TEXAS. 


SENATE CHAMBER, Saturday, Nov. 10, 1849. 


The following communication from His Excellency, Governor 
Wood ; was read. 

Executive Orrice, Nov. 9th, 1849. 
To the Honorable the Senate : 

I present for your advice and consent thereto, the names of 
the following gentlemen as Notaries Public: 

Benjamin F. Milburn, for Wharton county. 

Francis Morison, George W. Still, Henry D. Woodsworth, 
John A. Rutherford, Wm. H. Milwee and Robert Price, for La- 
Mar county. _ 

Benjamm Gooch, for Williamson county. 

Isham T. Patrick, for Polk county. 

Ihave the honor to be your ob’dt. serv’t. 
GEO. T. WOOD. 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the communication was laid or 
the table, and made the special order for Monday, 12th instant. 


Monday, Nov. 12th, 1849. 


The communication was again taken up, and on motion of Mr. 
Van Derlip, laid on the table. 
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The following communication from His Excellengy Governor 
Wood; was read. 
Executive Orrice, Nov. 12th, 1849. 
To the Honorable the Senate : 
I herewith submit for your advice and consent, the following 
nominations : 
Notaries Public appointed during the recess and qualified. 
James M. Perry, > Anderson county. 


William L. Massey, Bastrop a“ 
James Gooch, Bexar u 
E. D. Nash, Brazoria u 

Churchill Jones, í u 

Russell Howard, Cameron 2 
Benjamin Moses, “ a 
8. P. Donnelly, Cherokee i 

Jobn H. Cole, ~ Dallas t 
William Burkitt, Fannin a 
Demetrius Willis, Gonzales í 

Charles R. Sanders, jr., Henderson * 

Thomas W. Blake, Leon ít 
John Patrick, «“ G 
Joha W. Ellis, ge a 
H. B. Littlefield, Liberty i 

Thomas Carraway, “ $ 
Thomas H. Forrester, Matagorda  “ 
Albert Wadsworth, g “ 
Mercer Fain, Navarro, u 
James R. Armstrong, Rusk s 
John McClarty, s E 
J. B. J. Oliver, s u 
E. C. Nesbitt, Starr a 
R. J. Holbrook, Titus u 
Thomas Willison, “ “ 
Josiah Fisk, | Travis, t 
A. B. Holbrook, Victoria, it 
Thomas Lane, Washington, if 
Richard J. French, s u 
Jabez D. Giddings, s tí 
Anderson J. Harrel, Williamson, “ 


Directors of the Penitentiary. 
James M..Maxey, Henderson Yoakum, Thomas G. Birdsall. 
Pilot Commissioners. 
R. M. Forbes, Z. K. Fulton and Moses Johnson, for Port 
Lavaca. 
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John W. Rose and James K. McCreary, for Passo Caballo. 
On motion of Mr. Phillips, the communication was laid on the 
table until Thursday, Nov. 15th, 1849. 


—— 


Thursday, Nov. 15th, 1849. 


The communication was taken up, and on motion of Mr. Van 
Derlip, the same was laid on the table, and the Secretary instruct- 
ed to call on His Excellency the Governor, to know whether the 
nominations are original appointments, are appointments to fill 
vacancies, 


November 21st, 1849. 


On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the communication was taken 
up, and the Senate being informed that all of the nominations ex- 
cept those of Directors of the Penitentiary, and that of Mr. Har- 
ral, as Notary Public for Williamson county, are appointments to 
fill vacancies. 

The Senate taking up each one separately, they were severally 
unanimously confirmed, except those which are original appoint- 
ments, which were laid on the table. 


Executive Orrice, Nov. 20th, 1849. 
Gentlemen of the Senate : i 

In reply to the enquiry communicated to me through Mr. Ray- 
mond, your Secretary, in relation to the nominations made by me 
to your honorable body, on the 10th inst.; 1 transmit herewith, 
the statement of the Secretary of State, in relation to the charac- 
ter of the appointments made by me during the recess. 

The appointment of the Directors of the Penitentiary was ab- 
solutely necessary in the prosecution of the objects of the law 
providing for the erection of that building, and was rendered es- 
pecially so, by the fact that after the first day of January last, our 
statute for the punishment of crimes, had reference to this sys- 
tem of punishment, and without some, steps being taken in rela- 
tion to it, and a directorship organized, there could have been no 
punishments inflicted for the higher grades of offences. 

I have the honor to be, your ob’dt. serv’t. ‘ 
GEO. T. WOOD. 


VV 
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DEPARTMENT or STATE, Austin, Nov. 21, 1849, 
To His Excellency, Governor Wood : 

Sir: [have examined the official register of this office to as- 
certain whether any of the nominations made by your Excel- 
lency to the Senate, on the 10th instant, for Notaries Public, Di- 
rectors of the Penitentiary, and Pilot Commissioners, are based 
upon original appointments made during the recess ot the Senate, 
or upon appointments to fill vacancies only, which occurred 
during the recess ; and I‘have the honor to report that, as regards 
the Notaries Public, they were all appointed to fill previously ex- 
isting vacancies, caused by death, resignation, refusal to qualify, 
or removal from the county, with the exception of Anderson J. 
Harrell, Notary Public for Williamson county. This latter was 
n an orginal appointment, where no vacancy previously ex- 
isted. 

T'he Pilot Commissioners were appointed to fill vacancies. 

The Directors of the Penitentiary, were original appointments 
during the recess. 

I have the honor to be, your Excellency’s obd’t. serv’t. 
W. D. MILLER, 
Secretary of State. 

The following communication from His Excellency, Governor 
Wood, was received, and read. 

Executive OFFIcE, Nov. 21st, 1849. 
Gentlemen of the Senace : 

I have the honor herewith, to submit the enclosed names for 
your advice and consent, as Notaries Public, for the several 
counties therein named. 


Samuel A, Roberts ; Fannin county. 
Alexander Berry ; Collin e 
Richayl T. Steward, A. M. Crooks ; Red River “ 
James A. Haynie, , . Fayette “ 
Joseph McDougal, Malcolm Gwin ; Smith u 
Geo. W. Lindsey, J. W. Thomas; Burleson «“ 


The above are appointments to fill vacancies. 

Joseph Williams, Thos. R. Fennison, James Hooker and J. R, 
Peebles ; Hunt county. 

Abner Johnson, Z. W. Moore and S. G. Parsons ; Kaufman 
county. > 

David O. Norton, John Jordan and Jesse Gage ; Van Zandt 
county. 

The appointments for the three counties above named, are 


original ones. _ : 
The nominations were laid on the table. 
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The following communication, was received and read. 
Executive Orrice, Nov. 21, 1849. 
Gentlemen of the Senate : 

I have the honor to submit for your advice and consent, the 
nomination of H. P, Brewster, as Attorney General of the State of 
Texas, 

Respectfully, your ob’dt. serv’t. 
GEO. T. WOOD. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the nomination was made the special 
order for the 25th December, 1849. i 


November 28, 1849. 


The following communication was received and read. 
ExecurTIıvE OrfIce, Nov. 27, 1849. 
Gentlemen of the Senate : 

I have the honor to submit for your advice and consent, the 
following nominations of Notaries Public, for the county of Fay- 
ette : 

William G. Webb and John Haynie. Both to fill vacancies. 

I have the honor to be, 
GEO. T. WOOD. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the nominations were taken up 
severally, and unanimously confirmed. 


December 5, 1849. 


On motion of Mr. Latimer, the nominations made on the 21st 
November, 1849, were taken up, and those made to fill vacancies 
were severally unanimously confirmed, with the exception of 
Geo. W. Lindsey, as Notary Public for Burleson county ; action 
upon which, was suspended, on motion of Mr. Wallace. 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the original appointments were 
laid on the table. 


December 6, 1849. 


The following communication was received, and read. 
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Execurive Orriog, Dec. 6, 1849. 
Gentlemen of the Senate : 
I have the honor to submit to your advice and consent, the 
following nominations for Notaries Public. = 


For the county of Calhoun, «John ©. Clelland. 
t A Comal, Christopher Luntzel. 
4 a Polk, Isham T. Patrick. 
i 4 Upshur, C. C. Galloway. 
ee u Harris, A. S. Ruthven. 
Respectfully, 


GEO. T. WOOD. 
Mr. Van Derlip moved to lay the nominations on the table, 
Mr. Phillıps moved a division of the question. Carried. 
'The nominations of John C. Clelland, Christopher Luntzel, 
C. C. Galloway and A. S. Ruthven, were laid on the table. 


The nomination of Isham T. Patrick, was confirmed. 


—_ 


December 12, 1849. 


The nomination of C. C. Galloway was, on motion of Mr. 
Taylor, taken up and confirmed unanimously. 


—_— 


December 19, 1849. 


The nomination of John C. Clelland was, on motion of Mr. 
Philllps, taken up and confirmed unanimously. 


— 


December 28, 1849. 


The following communications were received and read. 
Execurive DeErARtMENT, Dec. 28, 1849, 
To the Honorable the Senate: 

I respectfully request of the Honorable Senate the privilege of 
withdrawing the nomination of H. P. Brewster, Esq., made to 
you by my predecessor at an early day, during the present ses- 
sion; and will add, that the request is made with the concur- 
rence of Mr. Brewster, as will appear by the enclosed communi- 


cation from him. P. H, BELL. 
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- Austin, Dec. 29, 1849. 

Sir :—The appointment of-Attorney General having been 
conferred on me by your predecessor, oaly for the unexpired 
portion of his term, or until such time as it might suit you to 
supersede it by a regular appointment; you will be pleased 
therefore to withdraw my name, now in nomination for that 
office, before the Senate. 

I have the honor to be, your obd’t. serv’t. 
H. P. BREWSTER. 

To His Excellency, P. H. Bell. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, leave was given to withdraw the 
nomination, ; 
ExerEcurive DEPARTMENT, Dec. 28, 1849. 
To the Honorable the Senate: 

I have the honor to present to the Honorable Senate, the nomi- 
nation of James Webb, Esq., for the office of Secretary of State, 
and very repectfully ask your advice and concurrence. 

P. H. BELL. 

On motion of Mr. Gage. the communiation was made the special 
order for to-morrow, the 29th Dec., 1849. 


Saturday, 29th December, 1849. 


The yeas and nays were called on the confirmation of the 
nomination of James Webb, for the office of Secretary of State, 
and stood thus: 

‘Yeas : Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis, 
Robertson, Truit, Ward , Walker and Wallace—19. 

Nays : None. 

Confirmed unanimously. 


: January 3, 1850, 


The following communication was received and read. 
Executive DEPARTMENT, Jan. 3, 1850. 
To the Honorable the Senate : 

In conformity with the first section of an act to provide for the 
civil organization of the counties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth and 
Santa Fé, approved this day, 1 have the honor to nominate Rob- 
ert S. Neighbors, Esq., for Commissioner, to execute the provis- 
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ions of said act, and respectfully ask the advice and consent of 
the Senate. P. H. BELL, 

On motion of Mr, Parker, the communication was laid on the 
table until to-morrow, Jan. 4, 1850. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the vote was reconsidered, and the 
nomination taken up. 

The yeas and nays being called on its confirmation, stood as 
follows: 

Yeas: Messrs, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Kinney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Ro- 
bertson, Taylor, Truit, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace 


Nays: None. Unanimously confirmed, 


— 


January 7, 1850. 


The following communications were received and read. 
EXxecuTive DEPARTMENT, Jan. 7, 1850. ~- 
To the Honorable the Senate: 

{ have withheld to the present time, the nomination to the 
Senate of Attorney General, when, by the right of the Constitu- 
tion, I might, as I conceive, without any impropriety, have done 
$0 at an earlier day. But, learning through a channel entitled 
to my confidence, that a portion of your honorable body enter- 
tained doubts of the entire propriety of acting upon such nomi- 
nation, after the final action on the proposed amendment of the 
Constitution, by the Senate ; I felt reluctant to do so, from a high 
sense of the patriotic convictions which I felt assured influenced 
you. I was, also, unwilling, with the objections which were be- 
ileved to exist with your honorable body, to subject any nomi- 
nee to the unpleasant supposition that the Senate’s action, if un- 
favorable, (or indeed, without any action,) might possibly have 
been controlled by an unfavorable estimate of the individual. 
Such might have been the construction placed upon the issue. 
It would, at least, have opened the door to speculation of, per- 
haps, a disparaging character. To avoid this, was certainly not 
an unworthy motive. : 

But, seeiag the interest of the State injuriously affected by 
further delay, I feel constrained to waive all former considera- 
tions of delicacy, and with due defference to Senators whose opin- 
ions may be adverse to my own, I must solicit of the honorable 
Senate an expression upon the nomination which I shall have 
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the honor now to make. It is from a strict sense of duty, and 
without any ulterior motive. 

It is believed that the second objection entertained to present- 
ing the aomination at a previous day, has been removed, from an 
expression most favorable to it, which has been made by the co- 
ordinate branch of the Legislature. 

It would be unnecessary for the Executive to urge upon the 
Honorable Senate, the importance at this time, that the State 
should be ably represented in the cases now pending in the Su- 
preme Court. 

The nomination alluded to, is herewith transmitted. 

P. H. BELL. 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, Jan. 7, 1850. 
To the Honorable the Senate : 

By authority of the 12th Sec., 4th article of the Constitution, 
l have the honor to nominate, Thomas W. Shedd, Esq., of the 
county of Harrison, for the office of Attorney General of the 
State, and most respectfully ask the advice apd consent of the 
Senate. P. H. BELL. 

On motion -of Mr. Portis, the communications were made the 
special order for the 8th January. 


—_— a 


Japuary 8, 1550. 
The nomination of Attorney General being the special order, 
On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the communications from the 
Governor in relation thereto, were referred to a Select committee. 


Messrs. Van Derlip, Parker and Portis, were appointed said 
committee. 


January 11, 1850. 


The Select committee to which was referred the communnica- 
tions of the Governor, in relation to an Attorney General, made 
the following report : 

i SENATE CHAMBER, January 9th, 1850. 

Hon. Jonn A. GREER, : 

President of the Senate: 

The Special committee, to whom was referred the commun- 
ication of his Excellency, the Governor, with an accompanying 
nomination of an individual to fill the vacancy in the office ot 
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Attorney General, have had the same under consideration, and a 
majority have instructed me to report that in the opinion of your 
committee, the Governor and Senate have no power to fill the 
vacancy existing in said office by appointment. By virtue of 
the 37th section of the general provisions of the Constitution, 
two-thirds of both branches of the last Legislature proposed cer- 
tain amendments to the Constitution, which were adopted by a 
very large majority of the qualified electors of the State. 

The Senate by a unanimous vote ratified and confirmed said 
proposed amendments at an early day of the present session, and 
the House of Representatives has subsequently ratified them by 
che required constitutional majority. 

The proposed amendments have therefore becomé a part of the 
Constitution by the joint action of two successive Legislatures, 
and of the people in the moce prescribed by the section referred 
to. These amendments having provided a different authority to 
fill a vacancy in this office, it can now only be filled in the mode 
prescribed by the amendments, which requires that this officer 
shall be chosen by the qualified electors of the State. Your com- 
mittee attach no importance fo thefact, that these amendmentshave 
not yet received the signature of the Governor, or been deposited 
in the office of the Secretary of State. Amendments of the Con- 
stitution made in the manner prescribed by that instrument itself 
do not require the signature of the Executive to render them 
valid, nor does their mere deposit in the office of the Secretary of 
State, impart to them any additional or binding effect. 

When the prescribed action by the proper authorities has been 
exercised in the manner required, the amendments become a part 
of the Constitution by the express provision of the Constitution 
itself. This action having been exercised by the proper author- 
ity in the prescribed manner, the amendments referred to have 
already become apart of the Constitution, and the Executive 
and Senate are without the authorify to make the appointment 
recommended in the communication. 

Your committee entertain the highest respect for the qualifi- 
cations of the gentleman recommended by the Executive to fill 
the vacancy, and are disposed to regard the selection as eminent- 
ly judicious and creditable. But the reasons previously stated, 
compel a majority of your committee to recommend that no fur- 
ther action be had by the Senate upon the communication and 
accompanying nomination, and that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 

D. C. VAN DERLIP, Chairman. 

The majority of your committee beg leave to state further, 
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that they have ascertained that since the amendments to the Con- 
Stitution were enrolled by the enrolling clerk of the Senate, a mo- 
tion was made in the House of Representatives to reconsider the 
vote ratifying said amendments, which motion your committee is 
informed, now lies upon the table of the House. What effect 
this circumstance may have in relation to the action of the Sen- 
ate, is for that body to decide, but the majority of your committee 
are of opinion that it furnishes no valid reason to assume the au- 
thority of making the appointment. 
D. C. VAN DERLIP. 


ISAAC PARKER. 
Mr. Portis dissenting. 


7 ..n the adoption of the report, the yeas and nays were call- 

and stood thus : 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Pease, Taylor, Truit, Van Der- 
lip, Ward, Walker and_Wallace—-17. 

Nays: Messrs. Davis, Kinney, Phillips, Portis and Robertson 
—5. Report adopted. 


Jantiary 16, 1850. 


The following communication was received and read. 
Executive DEPARTMENT, Jan. 15, 1850. 

To the Honorable the Senate : 

I respectfully submit for the advice and consent of your Hono- 
rable body, the following nominations, viz: 

James N. Perry, Notary Public, Anderson county. 

R. M. Hannay, Z. Hunt, Ernst Kleberg, John O. Whitfield ; 
Austin county. 

J. Wilson Cooke, James B. Lee, Charles D. Lytle; Bexar 

‘county. 

Andrew McMillen, James M. Price; Brazos county. 

Matthew M. Hitchcock, Burleson county. 

Richard M. Shinn, Caldwell county. 

Samuel Hinton, A. J. Heddrick, James Gooch; Cameron 
county. 

Thomas H. Owens, Cass county. 

Henry M. Dawson, A. H. Shanks; Cherokee county. 

George W. Smith, Colorado county. 

David P. Farris, Hance Smith, Joseph Whitenburg ; Ellis 
county. 
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` John P. Borden, William Craft, G. Owen; Fort Bend county. 

Henry Austin, A. J. Yates; Galveston county. 

William H. Jones, Gonzales county. 

A.S. Ruthven, Harris county. 

Neil McLane, Carey Askew ; Harrison county. 

William H. Houghton, Robert C. Graves, Joseph Glover; Hop- 
kins county. 

James Hooker, J. R. Ruble, G. W. Dunbar, Thomas R. Ten- 
nison; Hunt county. 

Thomas Myers, Jefferson county. 

Matthew Taylor, Leon county. 

William Chambers, Liberty county. 

Jonathan S. Collard, Montgomery county. 

H.*A. Gilpin, Judson Mann ; Nueces county. 

Francis L. Barziza, Robertson county. 

F. V. McKee, San Augustine county. 

John G. Chambers, Titus county. 

Henry M. Lawson, Rusk cotinty, 

E. Nesbit, Starr county. 

James M. ‘Long, Travis county. 

Newton Robertson, Thomas Walker; Upshur county, 

A. J. McKay, Williamson county. 

William P. Smith, Fayette county. 

P. H. BELL. 

_ On motion of Mr. Parker, made the special order for the 18th 
instant, e 


January 18, 1850. 


The communication being the order for this day. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the nomination of G. Owen was laid 
on the table. 

On motion of Mr, Pease, the nomination of A. J. Yates was 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Moffett, the nomination of Thomas Myers 
was laid on the table. 

The other nominations were confirmed in solido, unanimously. 


—— 


z January 24, 1850, 
The following communication was received and read : 
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Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Jan. 24, 1850. 

To the Honorable the Senate : 

I respectfully submit for the advice and consent of your Hon- 
orable body, the following nominations, viz : 

Notaries Public : 

Alexander Berry ; Collin county. 

A. G. Owen, (instead of G. Owen, as sent in on a former day,) 
Fort Bend county. 

Robert N. Allen ; j Hays county. 

Cyrus H. Randolph, Houston “ 

William Myers, (instead of Thomas Myers, as sent in on a 
former day,) Jefferson county. 


R. C. Doom and Thomas FI. Brenam ; Jasper county. 
C. M. Winkler and George M. Hogan ; Navarro e 
James B. Johnson and Nathan P. West, San Augustine “ 
D. M. Short and L. H. Ashcraft, Shelby tt 
Edward Downey and H. L. Upshur, Starr s“ 
Walton H. Payne, Upshur c 
Joseph W. Hackett, Walker t 


Samnel S. Givens, ‘and Samuel McBride, Commissioners of 
Pilotage, Pass Caballo: 
P. H. BELL. 


On motion of Mr. Parker, made the order ef the day for the 
25th inst. z 


January 25, 1550. 


On motion of Mr. Wallace, the nominations for Notaries Pub- 
lic for San Augustine county, were laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the nominations were confirmed 
in solido, unanimously. 


January 29, 1850. 


On motion of Mr. Wallace, the nominations for Notaries Pub- 
lic for San Augustine ceunty were taken up, and James B. John- 
son unanimously confirmed. 

On further motion of Mr. Wallace, the nomination of Nathan 
P, West was laid on the table, 
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The following communication was received and read : 
Execurive DEPARTMENT, ? 
Austin, Jan. 30,1850.  } 
To the Honorable the Senate : 
Under the second section of an act, approved Jan. 21st, 1850, 
" to secure to the German Emigration company and their colonists 
the lands to which they are entitled, I have the honor to submit 
for the advice and concurrénce of the Senate, the nomination of 
Joseph P. Portis, of the county of Washington, as Commission- 
er, and respectfully ask the confirmation of the Senate. 
P. H. BELL. 
On motion of Mr. Gage, the communication was made the 
special order for the 31st instant. 


— 


January 31, 1850. 


The nomination of Mr. Joseph P. Portis being the special or- 
der, was unanimously confirmed. 


— 


; February 4, 1850. 
The following communication was received and read : 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Feb. 4, 1850. t 
To the Honorable the Senate : 
_I respectfully submit for the advice and consent of your Hon- 
orable body, the following nominations, viz : 


Notaries Public: 
James L. Ewing, James Findley ; Angelina county. 
R. F. Clements, Hal Runnels ; Brazoria a 


John H. Pearson ; Grimes , “ 

Samuel Huffer, J. B. Luker, James Boggs, John Leadbetter ; 
Henderson county. - 

Abner Johnson, R. W. Gray, E. E. Tinnin, James Kysear, 
S. G. Parsons; Kaufman county. 


Charles de Montel; Medina county. 
B. F. Rice, A. C. Dodd ; Milam 
E. E. Cowsar, Harvy Yarbrough ; Smith ts 


James Cowan ; Titus « 
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J. Larkin Austin, William Allen, John Moore, Abram MciIn- 
turf, A. Fitzgerald ; Van Zandt county. 

James Armstrong ; Williamson county. 

William Taylor, Sr, William K. Elliott, Stephen Aldred ; Pa- 
nola county. 

William O’Hare ; Rusk county. 

P. H. BELL. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the communication was made the 

special order for the 6th instant. 


February 5, 1850. 


The following communication was received and read : 
Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Feb. 5, 1850. 
To the Honorable the Senate: 
Under the several acts enumerated as follows: An act to per- 
fect land titles in Castro’s colony, approved 22d Jan. 1850 ; 

An act to secure to all actual settlers within the limits of the 
colony granted to Peters and others, the land to which they are 
entitled as colonists, approved Jan. 21, 1850; 

An act for the relief of the citizens of Mercer’s colony, appro- 
ved Feb. 2d, 1850, I have the honor to present the following no- 
minations for Commissioners provided by the different acts res- 
pectively, and very respectfully ask. the advice and consent of 
the Senate: 

Under the first recited act I nominate John M. Carolan, Esq., 
of the county of Bexar. 

Under the second recited act I nominate Thomas W. Ward, 
of Travis county. ~ 

And under the last recited act I nominate John M. Crockett, 


of Dallas county. 
P. H. BELL. 


On motion of Mr. Gage, the communication was made the spe- 
cial order for the 6th inst. 


February 6, 1850. 


The communication of the 4th inst. was taken up, and the 
nominations therein made were confirmed in solido, unanimously. 

The communication of the 5th was taken up. The yeas and 
mys being called on the nomination of John M. Carolan, stood 
thus : 
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Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
McRae, Moffett, Parker, Phillips, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Tru- 
it, Van Derlip, Ward, Walker and Wallace—18. 

Unanimously confirmed. A 

The question being taken on the confirmation of Thos. Wm. 
Ward, the yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kinney, Mc- 
Rae, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Van Rerlip and Wallace, 11, ; 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Hart, Moffett, Parker, Robertson, T'ay- 
lor, Ward and Walker, 8. 

'The question being raised whether it required a vote of two- 
thirds to confirm a nomination under the law under which this 
nomination was made: the President decided that two-thirds 
was required, from whìch decision an appeal was taken, and the 
yeas and nays being called, stood thus : 

Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Mof- 
fett, Parker, Robertson, Taylor, Ward, Walker and Wallace, 12. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Davis, Gage, Kinney, McRae, Pease, 
Phillips, Portis, Truit and Van Derlip, 10. 

So the question was sustained. 

Mr. Walker moved to lay the nomination of Mr. Crockett on 
the table until the 7th instant, and the yeas and nays being call- 
ed, stood thus: 3 

Yeas: Messrs. Cooke, Grimes, Hart, Moffett, Parker, Robert- 
son, Taylor, Truit, Ward, Walker and Wallace, 11. 

Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Kinney, Mce- 
Rae, Pease, Phillips, Portis and Van Derlip, 10; carried. 


February 7th, 1850. 


Mr. Cooke movéd to reconsider the vote taken on yesterday on 
the question, “whether it required a vote of two-thirds of the 
Senate to consent to the appointment of a Commissioner, under 
the act to secure lands to settlers in Peters’ Colony.” 

Mr. Pease presented the following communication : 

Secretary or Srate’s OFFICE, 
Austin, February 5, 1850. 

I, James Webb, Secretary of State, do hereby certify, that ac- 
cording to the provisions of the two acts, in relatidn to Peters 
and Mercer’s Colonies, the Commissioners of said Colonies are 
directed to be appointed by the Governor of the State of Texas, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

Given under my hand, in office, this 5th day of February, A. 
D., 1850. JAMES WEBB. 
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Upon Mr. Cooke’s motion to reconsider, the yeas and nays 
stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Grimes, 
Kinney, McRae, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Truit, Van Derlip and 
Wallace—14. 

Nays—Messrs. Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, Robertson, 
Taylor, Ward and Walker—8; carried. 

‘The question now was upon the appeal, and the yeas and nays 
being called for, stood : ~ 

Yeas— Messrs. Burleson, Grimes, Hart, Latimer, Moffett, Par- 
ker, Robertson, Taylor, Ward, Walker and Wallace—11. 

Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Gage, Kinney, McRae, 
Pease, Phillips, Portis, Truit and Yan Derlip—11. 

There being a tie, the President requested time to consider of 

~ the question, 

The yeas and nays being called on the confirmation of the 
nomination of Jehn M. Crockett, were as follows : 

Yeas——Messrs, Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Kin- 
ney, McRae, Moffett, Rebertson, Taylor, Truit, Ward, Walker 
and Wallace—14. 

Nays—Messrs. Cooke, Hart, Parker, Pease, Phillips, Portis and 
Yan Derlip—7; confirmed. 


: February 8th, 1850. 


T'he President of the Senate read the following decision : 

The equal division of the Senate upon the question, “whether 
it required a two-third vote to confirm the nomination of the 
Commissioner appointed under an act to secure to all actual set- 
tlers within the limits of the colony granted to Peters and others, 
the lands to which they are entitled as colonists, approved Jan- 
uary 2st, 1850; has devolved upon me as President of the Sen- 
ate,a duty which would have been productive of much embar- 
rassment if the question it presents were now to be decided for 
the first time. 

It is not doubted that the Legislature in prescribing the mode 
of appointing this Commissioner, had in view (in a general way, 
the mode of appointing various officers, by the Governor an 
Senate, as prescribed in the Constitution. It becomes my duty 
therefore, to decide this question without taking into considera- 
tion the wishes of the parties concerned, neither do I consider 
that I have any power to look into the intention of the framers of 
the law, but to ascertain the proper and legal meaning of the 
language used. In article 4th, section 5th of that instrument, 
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itis declared that “the Governor shall nominate, and by and with 
the advice and consent of two-thirds of the Senate, shall appoint 
the Judges of the Supreme and District Courts.” The 12th sec- 
tion of the same article, provides in like manner for the appoint- 
ment of the Attorney General. The 5th article in section 19th, 
prescribes the same mode forthe appointment of Notaries, and 
the 16th section, of the same articles, declares that “there shall 
be a Secretary of State, who shall be appointed by the Governor, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. These are 
the only clauses in the Constitution which bear upon the subject 
under consideration, neither is there any clause in the Constitu- 
tion giving to the Governor any power to fill offices created by 
legislative enactment. 

The act under which this question has arisen, declares that the 
Governor shall appoint by and with the advice ahd consent of 
the Senate. What interpretation then should be given to the 
clause “by and with the advice and consent of the Senate,” when 
the two-third rule is not specifically mentioned ? 

The Constitution of the United States contains provisions sim- 
ilar to those of our Constitution, which have been referred to, 
and are almost identical with the section of the clause in relation 
to Peters’ colony, which provides for the appointment of a Cont 
missioner. 

It is declared in article 2d, section 2d, second cJause of that 
instrument, that “he (the President,) shall have power by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, to make treaties pro- 
vided two-thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall 
nominate and by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
shall appoint embassadors. etc.” While the number of Senators 
whose concurrence is necessary to the ratification of a treaty is 
fixed at two-thirds, in language too clear and plain to admit of 
question, it seems to be held on high authority to be equally cer- 
tain that the advice and consent of a majority of the Senate, is 
sufficient to confirm an appointment to office, notwithstanding 
the two clauses are inimmediate connection with each other. 

Tthe late Judge Story, whose acknowledged learning and 
ability have conferred on him the highest rank as a jurist, in 
freating of this power of the President and Senate of the 
United States, in his Commentaries on the Constitution, says: 
“That the President is to nominate, and thereby has the sole 
power to select for office; but this nomination cannot confer of- 
fice unless approved by a majority of the Senate.” 

Whatever may have been my first impressions upon the ques- 
tion under consideration, the settled construction of the same lan- 
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guage (as that now under consideration,) announced on authority 
so worthy of respect as that of Judge Story, leaves me no ground 
for doubt or hesitation, in coming to the conclusion that it requires 
‘only a majority of the Senate to advise and consent to the nom- 
jnation of a Commissioner for the Colony, granted to Peters and 
others. J, A. GREER, 

President of the Senate. 


February 6th, 1850. 


The following communications were reveived and read ; 
Executive Department, ? 
Austin, Feb. 6th, 1650. 4 
To the Honorable the Senate : 
I have the honor to lay before you the nominations of A. Reed 
and Jesse Pendleton, as Commissioners of Pilotage, for the port of 
Lavaca; and respectfully ask a confirmation of the same by the 


Senate. P. H BELL. 
Executive Department, 
Austin, Feb. 6th, 1650. 


To the Honorable the Senate : 

I have the honor to nominate Benjamin F. Hill, Esq., for the 
office of Adjutant General ofthe State of Texas, and respectfully 
ask the advice and consent of the Senate. 

P. H. BELL. 


On motion of Mr. Parker, the nominations of Mr. Keed and 
Mr. Pendleton, were made the order far to morrow, 7th inst. 

On motion of Mr. McRae, the nomination of B. F. Hil, was 
made the special order for to-morrow. 


° 


February 7th, 1850. 


T'he communications were taken up, Mr. Reed and Mr. Pen- 
dleton, unanimously confirmed: Mr. Hill also, was unanimously 
confirmed. The following communications were iecéived and 
read : 

Executive Department, 
Austin, Feb. 7th, 1859. 
To the Honorable the Senate : 

T nominate to the Senate, James Gillaspie, Esq., of the county 
of Walker, for Superintendent of the Penitentiary, and respect- 
fully ask the advice and consent of the Senate, 

P. H. BELL. 
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Executive Department, 
Austin, Feb. 7th, 1850. ? 
To the Honorable the Senate: 
Notary Public: 

I have the honor to submit, for the advice and consent of the 
Senate, the following nominations for Notaries Public, viz: 

Robert J. Battle and Warren R. Dolby ; Bowie county; 

Starr Benge and Morrison Ruborn ; Grayson county. 

A. Wadsworth ; Matagorda county. l 

Hiram Norvell and Isaac Dewees; Sabine county. 

Bartley Stanchfield and Benjamin F. Milburn; Wharton Co., 

2 y P. H. BELL. 
Executive Department, 
Austin, Feb. 8th, 1850. l 
To the Honorable the Senate : 

I have the honor to nominate James B. Miller and William E. 
Bourland, to constitute the Board of Commissioners contemplated. 
by the act to provide for the investigation of land titles in certain 
counties therein mentioned,” approved this day ; and I nominate 
R. Jones Rivers, Esq., as the Attorney provided for by said act ; 
I most respectfully ask the advice and consent of the Senate. 

P. H. BELL. 


February 8th, 1850. 


The nomination of Mr. Gillaspie was unanimously confirmed. 

The nominations of R. Jones Rivers and James B. Miller, 
Were unanimously confirmed. 

The nomination of W. H. Bourland, was confirmed, Mr. Par- 
ker only voting nay. 

The nominations for Notaries Public were confirmed unani- 
mously, “in solido.” 


Ld 


